



A SELECTION FROM THE PRESS OPINIONS 

ON 

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF SWIFT 


‘‘ Dr. Elrington Ball must be wearied of the monotonous 
chorus of eulogy which greets each successive instalment of 
his monumental edition of ‘ Swift’s Correspondence,’ and to 
please him we would willingly sing out of tune, if only he 
would oblige us with a reasonable pretext. But a careful ex¬ 
amination of his third volume compels us to echo the note we 
have twice sounded before. Plis editing, masterly from the 
first, only gains in its sure and easy command of the im¬ 
mense store of biographical and historical materials which he 
has collected from all available sources, and his notes form an 
encyclopsedia of accurate information on all persons and sub¬ 
jects connected with the letters. It would need a micro¬ 
scopic eye to detect even trivial slips.”— Athenmim. 

Dr. Ball’s scholarly edition of Swift’s Letters is making 
admirable progress, and promises to be—when the whole of 
the six volumes are printed—a noble monument to the 
memory of a great man of genius. Dr. Ball has gathered 
clues from all quarters, and prints for the first time not a few 
of the Dean’s lively ‘Standard. 

“This is now generally recognized as one of the most 
thorough and masterly editions of a great man’s correspond¬ 
ence that we have in English .”—Daily News and Leader. 

. the most comprehensive edition of these infinitely 
interesting documents yet given to the world, and one in 
which everything has been done for the marshalling and 
elucidation of the letters that arduous learning in annotation 
and studiously careful editing can do.”— Scotsman. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF 
JONATHAN SWIFT 


CMXm. ICeJiy.’] 


Swift to Alexander Pope 


Dear Sir, 


Dublin, 8, 1733. 


I HAVE been often prevented from answering your last 
kind letter “ by my old disorder of giddiness and abundance 
of very impertinent business; and all my few hours of health 
and leisure I employ in riding or walking. We are all here 
so fond of my Lord Orrery’s good qualities, that we think 
if he had leisure and inclination for verse, he would not fail 
as to the want of a genius, and in all other points, I have 
not known for his age a more valuable person. I therefore 
hope there will be a friendship cultivated between you.” 
As to the printing of my things going on here, it is an evil 
I cannot prevent. I shall not be a penny the richer. Some 
friends correct the errors, and now and then I look on them 
for a minute or two. But all things except friendship and 
conversation are become perfectly indifferent to me, and 
yet I wish this collection could have been made on your 


^ The copy from which this letter has been printed is preserved in 
the Duke of Portland's manuscript collection, and has been communi¬ 
cated to me by Mr. Goulding, whose interest in this edition of SwifPs 
con-espondence has so often contributed towards its completeness 
(supra, vol. ii, p. ifo, n. 2). As the copy confirms the suimise that 
considerable omissions were made from the correspondence between 
Swift and Pope in the transcript at Longleat {suj}ra, yq\. i, p. ix) the 
discovery of its existence is important. At a later stage the reasons 
of the omissions will form the subject of an appendix note. 

“ Of May 28 (supra, vol. iv, p. 434). 

Lord Orrery, who was evidently still in Dublin (suira, vol. iv, 
P- 433), returned soon afterwards to England. 

V B 
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side, and if 1 were younger, it would be some mortification 

to have it as it is. fnr tt^ 

Before I go further' I must condok with you 
loss of Mrs. Pope, of whose death_ the papeis have ’ 
full.’ But I would rather rejoice with you, because if ^ 
circumstances can make the death of a dear parent 
friend a subject for joy, you have 

extreme old age. without pain, under tecm^ ^ 

dutiful son that 1 have ever known or ^ 

felicity not happening to one m a million. Ph ^ 
effect ofher death falls upon me, and .so ^ „^S«| 

because I expected, damno usus ^hat k n;s 

be followed by making me and thus kmgdo * 
your presenci But I am told, to my great rnisfo* t 
that a very convenient offer happening of a coac 

one gentleman and his sister coming to Ireland fnm. 

elder brother, your friend and neighboui, you waiv_ ^ 
invitation pressed on you, alleging the feai yo 
being killed here with eating and drinking, jy 
find that you have given some credit to a notion t 
great plenty and hospitality. It is true our meat ai ^ 

is cheaper here, as it is always in the poorest i 
because there is no money to pay for them. I ‘f 
there are not in this whole city three gentlemen 
employment, who do or are able to give entertainmcii ' * ^ 

a month. Those who are in employments of Uutt<- »» 
State, are three parts in four from England, and a»*»*^* 
to little more than a dozen. Those indeed inay j**'*"*^. 
twice invite their friends, or any person of distinctHAit 
makes a voyage hither. All my acquaintance tell « 
they know not above three families where they can « 
sionally dine in a whole year. Dr. Delany is the- •»* 
gentleman I know, who keeps one certain day in ther 
to entertain seven or eight friends at dinner, and t,* » |» 

the evening, where there is nothing of excess, eitls*?*®' 
eating or drinking. Our old friend Southern, wte*.* 1 


^ As hitherto printed the letter begins here. 

“ She died on 7 June. 

“ The words from “of a coach” to “neighbour” have hulk«’ «■««» 
been printed. The gentleman with whom Tope might have *.»»» 
was Carteret’s chaplain, Dean Cotterell (i^ra, vol. lii, p. *s( 

His elder brother was Pope’s friend, Sir Clement Cotterell ^ 
vol. iv, p. 196, n. 5). 
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just left us/ was invited to dinner once or twice by a 
judge, a bishop, or a commissioner of the revenue, but 
most frequented a few particular friends, and chiefly the 
Doctor, who is so easy in his fortune, and very hospitable. 

If you had ventured to come over you should have 
had a very convenient warm apartment more open than 
usual in great cities, with a garden as large as your green 
plot that fronts the Thames, and another about two hun¬ 
dred yards further, larger than your great garden and with 
more air, but without any beauty.^ You should have small 
dinners of what you liked, and good wine, and you eat 
and drink so little that I could well afford it, considering 
how often you would be invited either with me or without 
me.^ The conveniences of taking the air, winter or summer, 
do far exceed those in London; for the two large strands 
just at two edges of the town, are as firm and dry in 
winter, as in summer.^ There are at least six or eight gen¬ 
tlemen of sense, learning, good humour and taste, able and 
desirous to please you, and orderly females, some of the 
better sort, to take care of you. These were the motives 
that I have frequently made use of to entice you hither; 
and there would be no failure among the best people 
here, of any honours that could be done you. 

As to myself, I declare my health is so uncertain that I 
dare not venture among you at present. I hate the thoughts 
of London, where I am not rich enough to live otherwise 
than by shifting, which is now too late. Neither can I have 
conveniences in the country for three horses and two ser¬ 
vants, and many others which I have here at hand. I am 


It was his friendship for Orrery that appears to have induced the 
author of “ Oroonoko,” who was then seventy-three, to pay a visit to 
his native land. In writing to him in the previous spring, OTTGiy ex¬ 
presses much gratitude for sympathy which his good and dear old 
friend ” had expressed with him on the death of his wife, and in 
response to a pmposal to join him in Ireland, he begs Southern not 
to venture across the channel (“ Orrery Papers,” 1, 120). 

2 Ip Naboth's Vineyard. The Deanery is descnbed by a visitor to 
Irelmid at that time as » a late good building in buck ( Loveday s 

^^’^Th^firs^two periods of this paragraph have hitherto been omitted. 
Bv the constrLtion of the port of Dublin and reclaiming the fore- 

river LiffeVi a wide expanse of sand then . T-inwtli 

the village'^sf Blackrock, near Kingstown, to the promontory of Ho . 
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one of the governors of all the hackney coaches, carts, and 
carriages, round this town, who dare not insult me like 
your rascally wagoners or coachmen, but give me the way; 
nor is there one Lord or squire for a hundred of yours, 
to turn me out of the road, or run over me with their coaches 
and six/ Thus, I make some advantage of the public 
poverty, and give you the reasons for what I once writ, why 
I choose to be a freeman among slaves, rather than a slave 
among freemen. Then, I walk the streets in peace without 
being justled, nor ever without a thousand blessings from 
my friends the vulgar. I am Lord Mayor of one hundred 
and twenty houses, I am absolute lord of the greatest 
Cathedral in the kingdom, am at peace with the neighbour¬ 
ing Princes, the Lord Mayor of the city and the Archbishop 
of Dublin; only the latter, like the King of France, some¬ 
times attempts encroachments on my dominions, as old 
Lewis did upon Lorraine/ In the midst of this raillery, I 
can tell you with seriousness, that these advantages con¬ 
tribute to my ease, and therefore I value them. And in one 
part of your letter relating to Lord Bolingbroke and your¬ 
self, you agree with me entirely, about the indifference, the 
love of quiet, the care of health, etc., that grow upon men 
in years. And if you discover those inclinations in my 
Lord and yourself, what can you expect from me, whose 
health is so precarious, and yet at your or his time of life, 

I could have leaped over the moon. 

I am very much pleased and honoured with three lines 
from Mr. Pulteney at the end of yours, for which I desire 
to present him with my most humble service and acknow¬ 
ledgements.® Pie never can be too much valued for saving 
England from beggary and slavery. Plath my Lord 
Bolingbroke yet learnt the art of minding the main chance? 

^ The treatment which Swift received from Squire Ram {supruy. 
vol. iv, p. 64) and Lord Blayney (‘' Prose Works,” xi, 388), was evidently 
quite exceptional. If others had imitated them they would certainly 
have been gibbeted either by Swift or his friends. 

“ The Liberty of vSt, Patrick’s, which covered about five and a half 
acres, was originally portion of the manor of the Archbishop of Dublin, 
and was surrounded by the see lands, but was absolutely independent 
of the Archbishop, as well as of the sheriff, and acknowledged no 
governor except the Dean (Bishop Bernard’s “St. Patrick’s Cathe¬ 
dral,” p. 26). 

® These lines have been erased from Pope’s letter, as the whole of 
this paragraph was hitherto from the present one. 
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being so good to come down to me. She has all the qual¬ 
ities that can make an agreeable companion and friend: 
we live together without form, but have all the compla¬ 
cence for each other that true friendship inspires. You are 
sensible that two people cannot always like the same thing* 
This we make easy by following our inclinations; for if 
she likes to walk, she walks, and I do whatever I like 
better. Would to God you were with us to complete our 
happiness! I had a letter from Mrs. Cleland to inquire 
about you; she says, she hears you are coming to England.*' 
Surely if you were, you would tell me so; for few things in 
life could give me more true delight than the sight of you. 

You are extremely good to enter into my affairs: all 
marks you give me of your friendship, increase my esteem 
for you, and make me bear the common rubs of life with 
patience. I have really been often tempted to let you into 
all my secrets; but the thought that you only could receive 
uneasiness from them, and that even your advice could not 
remove the least painful of them, hindered me from it; for 
to those I best love I still remain upon these heads re¬ 
served. Indeed the cause of my complaints is of such a 
nature, that it cannot well be told. The unhappy life of a 
near relation must give one a pain in the very repeating it, 
that cannot be described. For surely to be the daughter of 
a Colonel Charteris, must to a rational being give the 
greatest anxiety; for who would have a father at seventy 
publicly tried for an attempt of a rape?“ Such a Dulcinea 
del Tobosco is shocking, I think. For if a man must do 
wrong, he should aim a little higher than the enjoyment of 
a kitchen-maid, that he finds obstinately virtuous. In short, 
dear Sir, I have been fool enough to let such things make 
an impression on me, which spite of a good constitution, 
much spirits and using a great deal of exercise, have 
brougm me to what I am. Were I without a mother, I 
mean had I lost her in my infancy and not known her 
goodne^, I could still better have borne the steps that were 
taken; but while I saw how lavish he was upon his dirty 


v become responsible for a 
the Lord Burlington » as well as for oneabout 

■*«»"»« »f Pope's 
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wenches, I had frequent accounts that my mother was half- 
starved abroad.’^ She brought him sixteen thousand pounds 
fortune, and having borne severe usage for nearly twenty 
years, had resolution enough to part with him, and chose 
to take two hundred and fifty pounds per annum separate 
maintenance, rather than bear any longer, and as she could 
not live here upon such an income, she has banished her¬ 
self, and lives retired in a country town in France. His late 
letters to me have been kind, and hitherto he has supplied 
me well; but in his last he tells me he shall not see me till 
September. 

What you say is perfectly right, and I propose returning 
to the Club as soon as my health will permit me; but how 
long this may prove I know not; for I must still pursue 
this cruel god that flies me. I shall go from hence, I believe, 
in a week; for Lane only pours down medicines for the sake 
of the apothecary, and though he reaps the benefit of them 
I receive none, and as he has not allowed me to drink the 
waters these three weeks, I can have no business here; so 
shall follow Hollings's advice,^ and remove to Kensington 
or Hampstead with the utmost expedition; therefore I 
must beg the favour of you to enclose your letters for me 
to William Cleland, Esq., commissioner of taxes, in St. 
Stephen's Court, Westminster. I have disobeyed orders in 
writing so long a letter, but I will not do this again; so now 
be so good to excuse the tediousness of, Sir, 

Your most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

F. A. Kelly. 

Write to me as often as you can, and make my compli¬ 
ments to all friends. Mrs. Pendarves is gone down with 
Lady Weymouth, whose fortune was five thousand pounds, 
and has for jointure two thousand five hundred a year, and 
five hundred a year pin-money.® 

^ Her mother was a daughter of Walter, second Lord Bellew of 
Dnleek, by his wife Frances Arabella, sister of Thomas, Earl of Straf¬ 
ford, and of Peter Wentworth, who has been so often cited in these 

notes. ^ . . , . 1 , 

^ The physician who attended Gay in consultation with Arbuthnot 
isupra^ vol. iv, p. 71). He is introduced by Pope under the name of 
Celsus in the satire addressed to Fortescue, whom he attended: 

“ But talk with Celsus, Celsus will advise 
Hartshorn, or something that shall close your eyes.” 

3 Thomas Thynne, second Viscount Weymouth, who was great- 
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CMXV. \Nichols:\ 


Swift to Lord Mayor Barber 


My , 1733. 

My Lord, 

Although I never read news, I often hear of your 
Lordship’s actions and speeches, particularly your and the 
city address to the House of Commons, for throwing out 
that execrable Bill of Excise, and your defence of the city, 
in the answer you gave to the Recorder on the subject of 
riots.^ I hope you will always remember that you learnt 
these honest principles under an honest Ministry, and in 
what has been since called the worst of times, which I pray 
God we might live to see again. 

Our friend Mrs. Barber is recovering of her gout, and 
intends in a few weeks to return to London. My Lord 
Orrery, although almost a stranger to her, and very much 
embroiled in his affairs by a most villainous agent, has been 
extremely generous to her, in easing her of one part of her 
load; and I hope, by the success of her poems she will be 
made tolerably easy and independent, as she well deserves 
for her virtue and good sense. My Lord Orrery is the 
delight of us all. But we wish him hanged for coming 
among us, since he cannot stay with us. Your chaplain 
writes to me very seldom, and I never can get him to an¬ 
swer me how he lives. I gave him credit upon a friend in 
London “ for any small sums of money, which I find he has 
received most of; so that I am afraid his salary, perquisites, 


nephew of Lady Worsley's father, the first Viscount {stt^ra, vol. ii, 
p. 41), had married on the 3rd of that month a daughter of Lord 
Carteret. He was then only twenty-three, but had been previously 
rnarned to a daughter of the Duke of Dorset, their respective ages at 
the time of the ceremony being sixteen and fourteen. As he was a 
j Lord Lansdown, Mrs. Pendarves had known him 
all nis life and she had been active in promoting his union with her kins¬ 
man Carteret s daughter. As appears from a subsequent letter she 
accompanied the young couple on their honeymoon to Longleat. 

bince their correspondence in the previous winter {suj>ra. vol. iv, 
p. 386), Barber had gained further fame hy calling the Common Council 
together on the introduction of the Excise Bill and urging from the 
chair strenuous opposition to a measure “ extremely detrimental to the 
trade and commerce of the great city of London.” 

^ 7 .^., Motte {supra, vol. iv, p. 362). 
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tirely; and I pray God preserve it I am, with true respect, 
my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 

Jon, Swift. 

Addressed —To the Right Hon. John Barber, Lord Mayor 
of London. 


CMXVI. I0nginal>\ 

Lady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 

KnoIe,/a/|/9, 1733. 

“Now,” says Parson Swift, “what the devil makes this 
woman write to me with this filthy white ink? I cannot 
read a word of it, without more trouble than her silly 
scribble is worth.” “Why,” says I again, “ay, it is the 
women are always accused of having bad writing imple¬ 
ments; but, to my comfort be it spoke, this is his Grace 
my Lord Lieutenant’s ink.” My bureau at London is so 
well furnished, and his Grace and his Secretary make so 
much use of it, that they are often obliged to give me half- 
^■crown, that I may not run out my estate in paper It is 
very happy when a go-between pleases both sides'and I 
am vety well pleased with my office; for his Grace is de¬ 
lighted that it was in his power to oblige you. So trkve de 
comphment. 

Since I have declared my passion against a Bishop and 
a parson, it is but fair I should tell you the story, wh^ether 
you care to hear it_ or not; but if you do not, I give you 

^ again. 

® know neither his principles nor his 

parts^^buthis diocese IS Peterborough;" and having a small 
park m Northamptonshire, which I had a mind to^increase 
mydfe^Sl'^^ of addition to make my house stand in the 
per amum’ a^1 sixpence worth of the land 

rhLr.r f ^ computation belongs to the 

Church, for which my old parson, who flatters me black 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface 
3 P* 443- 
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and blue, when he comes for a Sunday dinner, and says he 
loves me better than anybody in the world, has made me 
give him up, in lieu of that land, a house and ground that lets 
for forty shillings a year, and is hardly content with that, 
but reckons it a vast favour; and the Bishop has put me 
to ten times more charge than it is worth, by sending com¬ 
missioners to view it, and making me give petitions, and 
dancing me through his court; besides a great dinner to 
his nasty people. Well, am I not in the right to be angry? 
But perhaps you will say, if I will have my fancies, I must 
pay for them; so I will say no more about it 

I hear poor Mrs. Kelly is not near so well as she says, 
and a gentleman that came from Bristol, says she looks 
dreadfully, and fears it is almost over with her, and that 
no mortal could know her; so ends youth and beauty 1 
That is such a moral reflection, that lest it should make 
you melancholy, I will tell you something to please you. 
Your old friend Mrs. Floyd is perfectly recovered, and I 
think I have not seen her so well this great while; but 
winter is always her bane, so I shall live in dread of that. 
In your next, I desire to know what I am in your debt for 
my sister’s monument. Adieu, my dear, good, old, and 
well-beloved friend. 


CMXVII. \priginaiy\ 

Swift to Mrs. Swanton 

Deanery House,12, 1733. 

Madam," 

I HAVE been considering the account you gave me of 
your eldest daughter’s privately conveying herself out of 

^ In the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. 

^ Mrs. Swanton was a daughter of Swift’s cousin Willoughby by 
his first wife {supra, vol. i, p. ii, n. i), and was only half sister to Mrs. 
Lightburne, who was his daughter by his second wife. Her husband, 
who derived his Christian name of Ferdinand from his maternal grand¬ 
father Ferdinand Davis, was like Lightburne a native of the county 
of Meath. It is probable that they were not many years married when 
Stella stayed with them in 1712 at Portrane {supra, vol. iv, p. 456), and 
that it is to them and not to their children that Swift refers when he 
says: “ Is that lad Swanton a little more fixed than he used to be? I 
think you like the girl very well. She has left off her grave airs, I 
suppose ” (“ Prose Works,” ii, 387). 
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your house, and taking all her clothes with her, determin¬ 
ing to put herself out of your protection, I have been 
assured there is a man in the case, and that she hath been 
enticed by some servant of yours to run into the arms of 
some beggarly rascal, who would pass for a gentleman of 
fortune. Although such an action in a daughter whom you 
have used so well can deserve no pardon, yet I would have 
you leave her without excuse. Send to her to come home; 
if she refuse, send a second and third time, and if she still 
refuseth, let her know in plain terms, that you will never 
have the least correspondence with her, and when .she is 
ruined, as will certainly be the case, that you will never see 
her, nor give or leave her or her children, if .she have any 
a morsel of bread. Let her know you have given her fair 
warning, and if she will run into destruction with her eyes 
open, against common sense and the opinion of all rational 
people, she hath none to blame but herself; and that she 
must not expect to move your compassion some years 
hence with the cries of half a dozen children at your door 
for want of bread. 

Let this and whatever else you think proper, be writ to 
her in your own hand, and let your letter be given her 

therrirop^^^^’ ^ produce when 

s occasion; and show the copy you keop to •’inv 

SSseth 

can Jive vnn w advice I 

^ to suppose that you never had 

tide tn that her children will have no more 

other common bS.^" 
o suEfecl! 3o‘/Su3rSam° 

Your most obedient servant, 

JONATH. Swift, 

Addressed~To Mrs. Swanton in St. Peter’s Street. 

year^efadmfrerronrjohrM^^ girl married In the following 

twenty years later Mrs.^Swa„toJ‘Zwed machSrtisT'^^ 
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at my elbow all this while, and animates me by a 
agreeable promises; without her encouragement 
never have presumed to correspond with the 
St* Patrick’s. Some say, she is a mischievous corti-f^ ^ 
I swear she is a pleasant one. You must not t>^ 
with rne for keeping her company; for I had vesX'X 
acquaintance with her till I had received some 
your favour. 

I received your letter but a little while befor^ / 
London. I attended Lord and Lady Weymouth 
Longleat, and left them with a prospect of as mucl^ 
ness as matrimony can give.V They are pleased 
another at present, and I hope that will continue. iVCy 
and Lady Carteret are both satisfied with the 
their daughter in so advantageous a station. 
report wrongs my Lord Weymouth; for which reasO^^^ ^ 
am his friend, I must tell you his good qualities^ . 

honour and good nature, and does not want for 
loves the country, and inclines a little too mucla 
■stable and dog-kennel, but he keeps a very hospitable 
nous^and is always ready to relieve those in distress- ] 
lady Dr. Delany can give you a character of, and is WJ 
believe you will approve of. I came from Longle^L 1 
Saturday, and am now at Gloucester with my motla^i* a 
■sister. My Lord Bathurst was here about a fortnigrb t a. 
1 was sorry to miss of him; I have a double reason 
iking his company. He has made me promise to h 

a visit at Oakley Wood,^ which I certainly will do. I sh 

resi^ation submit to any punishment: y> 
vey rough his hands. I wish you could malco yc 
words good, and that I was a sorceress; I should then i 

bragyou to England, and shoi. 

my spells 

Oxford; we parted ve 
unwillingly She IS extremely obliged to you for remem t>. 
■ing her so favourably. I am glad Mr. Donnellan iDleEL' 
you; I know he has a high value for you, and I agr^ wi 

I ^Pra, p. 7, n. 3. 

and Si kim with 3 ?c 

Le.^ her friend Miss Donnellan. She had a vf»rv 
•was an accomplished musician. Hence her name PhU or Phd^Sfel^ 
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wonder, that I never waited on you for some years past, 
as I used to do for many years before, and that you could 
not guess the reason, because, to your knowledge, you 
never once disobliged me.^ As nothing is more common 
than dropping acquaintance by the usual occurrences of 
life, without any fault on either side, I never intended to 
say or think anything of the matter, until a late proceeding 
of yours, which no way relates to me, put me upon a desire 
of finding matter to justify you to your friends here, as well 
as to myself; because I always wished you well, and because 
I have been more than once instrumental to your service. 

When I first came acquainted with you, we were both 
private clergymen in a neighbourhood.^ You were after¬ 
ward chancellor of St. Patrick's; then was chosen dean, in 
which election I was the most busy of all your solicitors. 
When the compromise was made between the government 
and you to make you easy and Dr. Synge chancellor,^ you 
absolutely and frequently promised to give me the curacy 
of St. Nicholas Without; but you thought fit, by concert 
with the Archbishop, to hold it yourself, and apply the 
revenue to build another church, against which it became 
me to say nothing, being a party concerned and injured, 
although it was generally thought by others, as well as 
myself, that it was an ill and dangerous precedent, to build 
a church with the revenue of the minister. I desire no 
thanks for being instrumental in your next promotion;* 
because as things then stood, I consulted my own 
advantage. 

However, upon the Queen’s death, when I had done for 

They mounted and labour’d with whip and with spur 

In vain—for the devil a parson would stir. 

So the Commons unhors’d them; and this was their doom, 

On their crosiers to ride like a witch on a broom.” 

Poetical Works,” ii, 246.) 

\ It is evident from Swift’s letter to Stearne ten years before (supray 
voL 111, p. 191), that cordial relations had existed between them'sub¬ 
sequent to Steame’s elevation to the episcopal bench. 

“ Stearne as rector of Trim, Swift as vicar of Laracor isufira. vol. i, 
p. 66, n. 2). V ^ j ? 

The reference is to the dispute between the Crown and the Chapter 
as to the right of presentation to the deanery (supra, vol. i, p n 4) 

Stearne’s appointment as Bishop, of Dromore (suPra, vo\ ii! 
p. 21, n. 3). V ^ ) • » 
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ever with Courts, I returned to reside at my post, yet with 
some kind of hopes of getting some credit with you; very 
unwisely, because upon the affair of St. Nicholas, I had told 
you frankly, that I would always respect you, but never 
hope for the least friendship from you. But, trying to for¬ 
get all former treatment, I came like others to your house, 
and since you were a Bishop, have once or twice recom¬ 
mended persons to you, who were no relations or friends of 
mine, but merely for their general good character, which 
availed so little, that those very persons had the greatest 
share of your neglect.^ I then gave over all thoughts of 
being instrumental to place merit and virtue under your 
protection by my recommendations; and, as I was ever 
averse from mingling with multitudes and strangers, I for¬ 
bore by degrees to be a partaker of your hospitality, rather 
than purchase a share of it at so dear a rate. 

This is the history of my conduct with regard to your 
Lordship, and it is now a great comfort to me that I acted 
in this manner; for otherwise, when those two abominable 
Bills, for enslaving and beggaring the clergy, which took 
their birth from hell, were upon the anvil, if I had found 
your Lordship's name among the Bishops who would have 
turned them into a law, I might have been apt to discover 
such marks of indignation, horror, and despair, both in 
words and deportment, as would have ill become me to a 
person of your station; for, I call God to witness, that I did 
then, and do now, and shall for ever, firmly believe that 
every Bishop, who gave his vote for either of these Bills, 
did it with no other view, bating farther promotion, than a 
premeditated design, from the spirit of ambition and love 
of arbitrary power, to make the whole body of the clergy 
their slaves and vassals, until the day of judgement, under 
the load of poverty and contempt. I have no room for 
more charitable thoughts, except for those who will answer 
now, as they must at that dreadful day, that what they did 
was out of perfect ignorance, want of consideration, hope 
of future promotion—an argument not to be conquered— 
or the persuasion of cunninger brethren than themselves, 

^ It is probable from what is subsequently said that Lady Kerry’s 
son had not been recommended by Swift to Stearne {supra^ vol. iv, 401), 
but if he had, the result tended to increase Swift’s resentment as the 
recommendation was unsuccessful and another candidate was nomin¬ 
ated for the borough. 

V 
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when I saw a Bishop, whom I had known so many years, 
fall into the same snare, which word I use in partiality to 
your Lordship. Upon this open avowed attempt, in almost 
the whole bench, to destroy the Church, I resolved to have 
no more commerce with persons of such prodigious grandeur, 
who I feared, in a little time, would expect me to kiss their 
slipper. It is happy for me that I know the persons of very 
few Bishops, and it is my constant rule, never to look into 
a coach; by which I avoid the terror that such a sight 
would strike me with. 

In the beginning of my letter, I told your Lordship of a 
desire to know the particulars of a late proceeding, which 
is in the mouths of many among 5 ^our acquaintance; from 
some of whom I received the following account:—That you 
have the great tithes of two livings in your diocese, which 
were let to some fanatic knight, whose name I forget. It 
seems you felt the beginning of a good motion in yourself, 
which was to give up those tithes to the two incumbents, 
the fanatic’s lease being near out, either for a very small 
reserved rent, or entirely, provided you could do so without 
lessening the revenue of the see; and the condition was, 
that your tenants among them should raise the rents one 
hundred and fifty pounds, which was what the fanatic paid 
you for both the said parishes. It is affirmed, that Sir 
Ralph Gore, one of your tenants,^ much approving so 
generous a proposal, engaged to prevail on the tenants to 
^ee, and offered a large advancement of his own part* 
The matter was thus fixed, when suddenly you changed 
ycur ^nind, and renewed the lease to the same fanatic for 
tnree hundred pounds fine. The reasons of this singular 
action are said to be two: the first is, that you declared you 
wanted power to resist the temptation of such a fine; the 
o er, that you were dissuaded from it by some of your 
^re en^^an example very dangerous, and of ill conse^ 
1 Mowed by others. This last I do 

i wonder at, because such advice is of the 

same leaven with the two enslaving and begearine- Bills I 

iSv "PM point,than a resolution to 

iSJen’?M!etc " ** the truth will give me 

' The late Speaker {supra, vol. iv, p. 401, n. i). 
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Swift to Mrs. Caesar 


Madam, 


Dublin,30, 1733. 


I COULD not let Mrs. Barber leave us for good and all, 
without honouring her with the carriage of a letter from 
your old humble and constant lover; she hath been afflicted 
with so many repetitions of the gout, that her limbs are 
much weakened, and her spirits sunk; neither can I well 
blame her, considering her grand affair of subscriptions 
must needs have slackened in her absence. Neither could 
she be in much disposition to increase her volumes, for 
health and good humour are two ingredients absolutely 
necessary in the poetical trade; but, I hope, your counten¬ 
ance and protection will recover her spirits, and her hopes, 
and her genius. I imagine she looks on you as her chief 
patroness; because, although she be abundantly grateful 
to all her protectors, yet I observe your name most often 
in her mouth.^ 

I wish it were in my power to take the same journey; 
but neither my health, nor the bad state of my private 
affairs, will give me power or leave. I cannot make shift, 
nor bear fatigue as I used to do. To live in England half 
as tolerably as I do here, would ruin me. I must have two 
servants, and three horses, and dare drink nothing but 
wine, and my ragged church rents would never be paid in 
my absence. My Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pope press me 
with many kind invitations. But the former is too much a 
philosopher; he dines at six in the evening, after studying 
all the morning until afternoon, and when he hath dined, 
to his studies again. Mr. Pope can neither eat nor drink, 
loves to be alone, and hath always some poetical scheme in 
his head. Thus the two best companions and friends I ever 
had, have utterly disqualified themselves for my conversa¬ 
tion, and my way of living. 

Mr. Pope, who had often promised to pass a summer 
season with me here, if he outlived his mother, soon after 
her death waived the fairest opportunity of performing his 


^ Supra^ vol. iv, p. 358. 
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promise two months ago, of coniing over with ease, and in 
company of DeanCotterell and his sister he said, we should 
kill him with eating and drinking, I had a very convenient 
apartment for him in the Deanery House: he would have 
all the civilities of this town, and Mrs. Barber will tell you 
that we never want a dozen or more of very valuable persons,, 
and of both sexes, with whom to converse, I chid^ hitn 
soundly in my last letter, for his want of friendship or 
resolution. 

You see, Madam, I am full of talk; but you are to blamOt 
for I imagine myself in your company, which is indeed no 
great compliment; and, upon second thoughts, it is not 
true, for I should be much better pleased to be your hearer* 
However, I should certainly ask you a thousand questions* 
concerning yourself and Mr. Caesar, and your whole family* 
I have received so much friendship and so many civilities 
from you both, that I shall ever own my obligations; which 
are much increased by Mrs. Barber^s feeding my vanity* 
with telling me that you did not receive her worse for her 
being recommended by me, yet, I confess, her expressions 
were in somewhat stronger terms.“ I pray God bless you 
and your family. I desire you will present my most humble 
service to Mr. Caesar. I am, with the greatest respectt 
Madam, 

Your most obedient, and most obliged humble servanti 

Jon. Swift, 


^ p. 2, n. 3. 

addressed two poems to Mrs. Caesar 
Occasions,” pp. 162, 243). In one of them, occa- 
PnS-?. marriage of Lord Oxford^s daughter to the Duke Clf 

f which show that Swift did not exagg^rmm 

as a encomiast whatever may he thought of her talent* 


^^dence still the Fair attend, 
, Who with distinguish’d taste, 

early chose a friend, 

With every virtue graced.” 
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Swift to Sir Andrew Fountaine 

Dublin,30, 1733. 

SlRj^" 

This letter is sent by the hand of Mrs, Mary Barber, and 
I was glad of the opportunity to remember our old acquaint¬ 
ance and friendship, and to try the force of the latter by 
my recommending that gentlewoman to your favour and 
protection. She is the best poetess of both kingdoms. If 
there be any others, they are behind her longo intervallo. 
She came hither only to settle some affairs, intending to 
return very soon, but was caught by a long fit of the gout, 
and frequent returns, but is now well enough to depart in 
a few days. She had many friends of great quality who 
encouraged her to print her poetical works by subscription, 
and went on with great success, but having been confined 
here much longer than she expected, hath a little stopped 
her progress. I believe few persons have met with more 
considerable friends and patrons than she, and [she] very 
well deserves their favour, by her virtue, her humility, 
gratitude and poetical genius. She will have it, that my 
recommendations have been of some service to her, and 
therefore I expect and desire that they may have equal 
power with you, and with all those friends over whom you 
have any influence. The subscription is one guinea, and if 
you do not get her a hundred subscribers at least, I shall 
think myself disappointed, and at least two thirds of your 
old friendship for me dropped by time and absence. 

^ In the Forster Collection. The original was sold by Sotheby, 
Wilkinson and Hodge on 15 December, 1906, with the other Narford 
manuscripts. 

^ Swift^s infatuation for Mrs. Barber acpunts for this letter. Al¬ 
though since the appearance of the ^‘Dunciad” Fountaine can hardly 
have regarded an intimate of Pope as a very sincere friend (supra^ 
vol. i, p. 61, n. 4), the letter attained its object, and Fountaine’s name 
is included amongst Mrs. Barber^s subscribers. So far as is known, 
Swift and Fountaine had not had any communication since the death 
of Queen Anne, and had completely drifted apart. In a measure this 
was probably due to the fact that Fountaine had become a favourite 
in the Court of George II, acting as Vice-Chamberlain to Queen 
Caroline and tutor to the Duke of Cumberland, and sharing with 
Conduitt the offices formerly held by Sir Isaac Newton in the Mint. 
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I shall write to my new Lord Pembroke on the same 
subject, but in a more threatening style.^ Is he as good an 
Earl as he was a Lord Herbert? Is he spoilt by being a 
courtier?" Can he still walk faster twenty miles than a 
coach and six horses? Pray write to me on receipt of this 
and convince me by your words and actions that you wi 
obey my commands; and believe me to be ever, ear 
Knight, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

JONATH. Swift. 


CMXXII. lOriginal^^ 

Swift to the Earl of Oxford 

Dublin, August 2, 1733 - 

This letter will be delivered you by Mrs. 
who coming over hither last year on her private 
snapped by the gout, who made her such frequent 
that it prevented her return to London for several * 

She is now well enough to undertake her voyage, an ^ ^ 

easily prevailed with me to write in her favour to Y 
Lordship. She is by far the best poet of her sex m Eng n , 
and is a virtuous, modest gentlewomaxi, with a grea 
of good sense, and a true poetical genius. Your Loras p 
rnust have often heard of her; for I believe you, or nay 
Lady Oxford or Lady Margaret, have subscribed tor ner 
poetical works, which would have been published be or 
this time, if she had not been so long confined by her illness 
here. My request is that all your family, friends and reia. 
tions, who have not done it already, should by your com¬ 
mands immediately become her subscribers, and that my 

* Swift’s friend, the ex-Viceroy, had died in the previous Janua:^, 
and had been succeeded by his son, who became known as trxe 
architect earl” The latter is mentioned in the Journal to Stella a.s 
having given Swift a velvet cap in the interval between receivings a 
challenge and fighting a duel (“ Prose Works,” ii, 91). 

® The ‘‘architect earl” had long been attached to the Court o 
George II, and a month later married one of Queen Caroline’s maidi 
of honour, a daughter of the fifth Viscount Fitzwilliam of the Irisl 
creation, through which alliance the Earl of Pembroke’s great estat 
in that country came to him. He is said to have designed Marble Kil 
* In the possession ofthe Duke of Portland. 5«^a,vol.ii,p. i6o, n. ^ 
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. , ^11 -Up her particular 

Lady Oxford and Lady Margaret shall 

protectors." onrtpnts in England who are so goo , 

^ I have some correspondents m s account of 5;our 

f mtr rpnuest, sometimes to s ,,,;+V>nut being obliged 



T nrdship's neaiui, ''““.,,'1 t,=. in-nnrant in wnai — 

tt anyo’iyon. Neither wdU he me 

vou while I am alive, and ay ^ jeer’s visit when his 
Mr’Pope promised to failed me, although 

mother should happen to die, t ^ opportunity and the 

Ton after her death he ^ad ^ejaires^ PE> ^ 
fairest weather to make the J . ^ ^^o of his friends, 

venient manner, and in j^or the very bad posture 

X to myself, neither g°sed and starving penni- 

of my private affairs m t power of seeing my 

less nonn«^''P“*XeKr of toe impediments are 

Sffoljrf-^“ “fs‘“SToriship's father.and 
I have so °^j^^nxford that they hourly pester 

yourself and my Lady be^thanked these m- 

Vipfld in spite of my teeth, fieath I 

^umbrancK will all ^ my wife and children, 

VOU will have no daiw of ma ^ny of your generation. 

rS'me^^er'whh Ae utmost gratrtude an grea 

Ship’s most obedient and most obliged hum e 
servant, JONATH. SWIFT. 

Since I writ this S^fr^tto 

Sd^Ki'your Lordship and my Lady 

Oxford. , of Oxford. 

^,,„rrr.-To Ae Right Honourahle Ae Ea 

"5l“Sf.Snf“n< a pesuAjt to rfos P'O’h^'ij KtS 

«bLt Swift had 'gjford ^^^-^TSlUedSSited. 

a Su'dra, p. 2. 



24 


CORRESPONDENCE OF [1733 


CMXXIIL [Dmne 

Lord Mayor Barber to Swift 

Goldsmiths^ Hall, 6, 1733. 

Sir, 

I THANK you heartily for your kind and affectionate 
letter,^ and I beg your pardon for not answering it sooner. 

I agree with you, that I had the happiness of learning 
honest principles early, from a set of great men, who will 
ever be an honour and an ornament to their country; and 
it is my greatest glory, that in the late affair of the Excise 
Bill, though I did nothing but my duty, and what every 
honest man in my station would have done, I acted con¬ 
sistent with those honest principles, and that my enemies, 
as well as friends, have generally approved my conduct. 
And believe me, Sir, I speak it with great sincerity, that 
when I consider how sparingly you and some other friends 
have ever been of your praises, your approbation affords 
me the greatest pleasure imaginable, as it gives me that 
inward peace of mind, which the whole world could not 
purchase. 

My Lord Orrery^s amiable qualities must make him the 
delight of all with you, as he is truly so with us, and when 
he comes over, your loss will be our gain, as the proverb 
says. I know nothing of Mr. Pilkingtoffs affairs or ex¬ 
penses. What the city allows him is never paid till the end 
of the year. I have presented him, at twice, with forty 
pounds, which I design to make fifty, which sum has but 
one precedent; generally they have but thirty of the Mayor^ 
His behaviour is very well, and he is generally esteemed. 

I shall have great regard to your recommendations itT 
favour of Mrs. Barber, and shall not fail of doing her any 
service in my power. I have been thought to be a lucky 
man ; but this year fortune has been my foe, for I have had 
no death happened in my year, a fiddler excepted, yet; n or 
have made five hundred pounds in all But my friends say, 
it is made up in fame. - „ - - - 

I am very sorry your ill health continues; for I flattered 
myself with being very happy with you tod some friends, 

^ Supra^ p. 8. 
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on the important subject of the cap of maintenance, 
custard,' the sword, and many more laudable things in the 
Lord Mayor’s house; and yet I hope to have that felicity, 
for there arc three months to come; and who knows what 
inay happen in that time? Nay, 1 do not despair of seeing 
you seitled with your friends here, before we are many 
years older. Do not start 1 Stranger things have happene 

'"'^FwLsIately honoured at dinner with the Lords Boling- 
broke, Carteret, Winchelsea,” Gower, and Mr. Pulteney 
and among other things your name was mentioned, and 
I.ord Carteret instantly toasted your health, y 
the subject of conversation for an hour. | r 

your letter. 1 dare not "'ention 1 ®in 

know I shall offend your modesty; JJ'"|eVLd 

venture to repeat, that they all swore, that if ever “e wina 

shoultl chance they would not long be deprive 
HhuuUl Change, moy conversation turning on 

grcate.st genius of the me to the window, 

another .subject, LoidCaiterep honoured you 

be making interest for my btoAer of DuDl^^ 
of Parliament; ‘^cKnih Mv brother behaves himself 

and have the credit of to 

well. I hear; if it is PfP^;’3®elirg disrespectfully of the 

tell Mr. Pilkington of my speaiong f 

' Celebrated as affo^t 

latter. ** Vou have made shift to run ^ 35). 

¥h“l»rf 1 ^fi°Si « Buli ~ 1 - «>. P- ' ■ 

“ Gay’s friend London to 

* Barber, wt'Okt,*^efforts which Swift was then making 


secure the return as “u ru prose Works,” vii, 31 'btarked 

ffiayor 

tIi«SS5aS3 

{su^ra, vol. iv, p- 63> "• 3) 
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Irish, is false and scandalous. I never used such an ex¬ 
pression in my life; I appeal to all my acquaintance. I love 
the Irish. Pray God restore your health; and believe me 
always, with gratitude, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

John Barber. 


CMXXIV. [Birkbeck HilL} 

Swift to Charles Ford 

[August 10, 1733.] 

. . . Motte tells me he designs to print a new edition of 
Gulliver in quarto, with cuts and all as it was in the 
genuine copy. He is very uneasy about the Irish edition.^ 
All 1 can do is to strike out the hash in the edition to be 
printed here. It was to avoid offence that Motte got those 
^terations and insertions to be made, I suppose by Mr, 
T^oke, the clergyman deceased, so that I fear the second 
edition will not mend the matter further than as to literal 
A• .Por instance, the title of one chapter is the Queen's 
Administration without a Prime Minister, and accordingly 
m the chapter it is said that she had no chief Minister, etc,* 
Sting is absent out of several passages in 

nnifZf style is debased, the humour 

quite lost, and the matter insipid 


CMXXV. [Beane Swift^ 

Miss Kelly to Swift 

London, 12, 1733. 

you so long^°^t ^clf ^ heard from 

account of your bdn? ntt "IT with Barber’s 

God’s sake try the 

y me Change of air. and let not any other 

’ vol. iv, p. 444. a „ 

Evidently Swift bad not aniwerea m' P- 373 - 

p. 5)> and Mrs. Barber had made a raoid'^r Kelly’s last letter {supra, 
P- 22). ^ jooniey to London {supra. 
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attachment than to your health employ your thoughts. 
Consider how dear you are to your friends; but if that 
will not do, let the detestation you must feel, from giving 
pleasure to the unworthy, make you careful of yourself 
Indeed I should be glad to make you sensible, that you are 
valued by all that have a taste for merit; and I should be 
very much pleased, if you would think you owe so much to 
them, that you would, for their sakes, preserve yourself 
Believe me, Sir, illness is not to be trifled with: I can 
speak on this subject as an experienced person, and I 
earnestly entreat you to take remedies in time. Forgive 
my impertinence, and be assured that none is more truly 
zealous for your welfare, than your 

F. A. Kelly. 


CMXXVL [Deane Swift:\ 

Swift to the Earl of Orrery 

Dublin, August 20, 1733. 

My Lord,^ 

I lately received a letter from Mrs. Barber, wherein 
she desires my opinion about dedicating her poems to your 
Lordship, and seems in pain to know how far she may be 
allowed to draw your character, which is a right claimed 
by all dedicators, and she thinks this the more incumbent 
on her, from the surprising instances of your generosity 
and favour that she has already received, and which she hath 
been so unfashionable to publish wherever she goes. This 
makes her apprehend, that all she can say to your Lordship s 
advantage, will be interpreted as the mere effect of flattery, 
under the style and title of gratitude. ^ 

I sent her word, that I could be of no service to her 
upon this article; yet I confess, my Lord, that all those 
who are thoroughly acquainted with her, will impute her 
encomiums to a sincere, but overflowing spirit of Aankful- 
ness, as well as to the humble opinion she hath of herseli, 
although the world in general may possibly continue in ite 
usual sentiments, and list her in the common herd of 
dedicators. 

1 This letter is printed in Mrs. Barber’s volume before the dedication, 
which is to Lord Orrery. 
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Therefore, upon the most mature deliberation, I con¬ 
cluded that the office of setting out your Lordship’s char¬ 
acter, will not come properly from her pen, for her own 
reasons, I mean the great favours you have already con¬ 
ferred on her; and God forbid, that your character should 
not have a much stronger support. You are hourly gaining 
the love, esteem, and respect of wise and good men; and 
in due time, if Mrs. Barber can have but a little patience, 
you will bring them all over, in both kingdom.s, to a man; 
I confess the number is not great, but that is not your 
Lordship’s fault, and therefore, in reason, you ought to te 
contented. 

I guess the topics she intends to insist on: your learning, 
your genius, your affability, generosity, the love you bear 
to your native country, and your compassion for this, the 
goodness of your nature, your humility, modesty, and con- 
descension, your most agreeable conversation, suited to all 
tempers, conditions and understandings; perhap.s .she may 
be so weak as to add the regularity of your life; that you 
believe a God and Providence; that you are a firm Chri.st- 

lan, accorffing to the doctrine of the Church established in 
both kingdoms. 

^ imagine Mrs. Barber desigms 
Sin wT’fV of her poems to your Lord- 

SiSi her pradence by 

Ofher 1' ^ disapprove 

vourTrotlir that r= T: 

servetn your protection on account of her wit and irnnd 

S'vTrtS 

your Lordship 

something new and useful tendino- t y, S^’^crally contain 
vice or folly or recomS.n^^ ^ reproof of some 
writes on a subject with genSal mmn 
always with a scheme and mSnd d ° 
cularend; whereinS^a^J wS fn S some parti- 

tinction, are so often known to fail Tn of some dis- 
to have a true poetical senius hptfA ^ scemeth 

well be expected, either W hS sei than could 

acted in, as the wife of a citizen • vet ’t 

woinan was ever more useful to her foSl 

lus business. Vctry hath only been hSourfe 2st'' 
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tnmMi fur whirh hath unr lli4l I wi4i 

guuil pi^rtH |H^U4r^v%rii #i ^h4fr uf* I 111^411 lli4l "^lir i-t rr, 

tij t.tke advilT 4 II 1 I 1^* Il4li" tiri iMirin lril 

whn 4fv p^rrirnitly Im ilir ■ 

I h4v«:% 4t hrr rnlr^4l|^^ %iiftinr4 iin Im |.4kr 4 
thi^i Irttrr* 4it«! ipvrfi !irr llir Im iii 4 kr ti jHihln , 

which I uii|^lil III ilc^hir vuiif‘ 1p4i4uii, hm 
wm Ilf u|iiniiiii tl iih|{lit 4u tirr 4 IpI llinrl 

I I'nirijiltril I iiin* iiiy Ltmh with llir liiic^4 r%iirriii . 

Yiiiir I*t»rih4ii|4*« tmr4 f»hr4irit| 

|iiM4fil4'f^ Swill 


VMKKXni |l4fr.1 

SwirTTo KI'Iihi \ 

Wr4iirsila^, ij,, I,:' | j. 

Ii»' y«ni lire la tir r 4 " 4 y 4 ipI rhrrilnh i ^ 4 ! ^^rmi 

Hutiirtliinij Irir ♦iiiirier la yriiiir 4 iid r^l il icilfi yan 

iind Mr^, Ritlljcnvay; wilti 11 halilr uf w^itir, ^riil Isrr^^t 
H{H%ik fVrrty.iituF^nid me wan I. Hill fli 4 |^ew 4 r ’slinh 

litkr 4 tl Ihr I’urr tipun her tl yaii 4 a iiai likr ihi't ptM- 

jHi*H4i, Hrmt WMtil, I wa»14 tlmr 4 hlllr 4llrf iwa 

* 111 l4|lfeSHgleii Huh ipf'fsi iltr^ |«it?iia 

ihir? Ip irvppiip ki-* I'lfi® iituri'wm, 

til'll twf lIPl |r 4 ^l lir?' 3 ir|| III ^|nlr ut ilirp ritfpi® -stir Si?ils 

%\% Ituil If! 4 Irw yr4ir'fi llir ^rir %rrn in '"'llir «tirr^rwisrigriV, 

{|i 4 ii 4 trrC* ftipl " 

III* |*||. 

^ tl Pi imeficil by llw Mr¥ |pbfs hy«pi, mls^i I iw^l «riib 

Kwsfi w iltr clir^iig nl ba hfi?* m 4 iiiiwPiiit 4 ia «|p* It lir tP 44 r 

m 4 riipy iif lliiisticimirfiyi I «llr«ii«iii, 

Na %f^% 

^ m %4ifl by tfmn u% t%4m 4i ihm iiitit? iiriili 

Mft* ¥»!< i%» fsi 4||* mm ibrri ji «i 

iipw ib«! nt liiiUbn, Iwi m 

wm 4 rmtilficl fiPikrr, wm «fi irlir ^priflitiafi, itiid hf ba 
lii^ m ihllik «f ftulbfiK ll«r ^fiptiisy mbpli 
by Hi ilw ti^liril tu lii^ mfill Wnifet/* mi* 4111, li 

feftvril* l.ytifi itityt* by |Mysii|l ilir miMHifii «'ii$i|i tlir *if^ilil li#irr 

rrrcwril' im ii» iimf ibr 4 «ifiiiiiy 1^4'^ ^ii|«ynl by Mit, Im 

Mirly llitrly aillcr il«?4ili. 
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CMXXVIII. lElwin:\ 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

September i, 1733. 

I HAVE every day wished to write to you to say a thousand 
things;' and yet I think I should not have writ to you 
now, if I was not sick of writing anything, sick of myself, 
and, what is worse, sick of my friends too. The world is 
become too busy for me. Everybody is so concerned for 
the public, that all private enjoyments are lost or disre¬ 
lished. I write more to show you I am tired of this life, 
than to tell you anything relating to it. I live as I did, I 
think as I did, I love you as I did, but all these are to no 
purpose; the world will not live, think, or love, as I do. I 
am troubled for, and vexed at, all my friends by turns. 
Here are some whom you love, and who love you; yet 
they receive no proofs of that affection from you, and they 
give none of it to you. There is a great gulf between. In 
earn^t I would go a thousand miles by land to see you, 
but the sea I dread. My ailments are such, that I really 
believe a sea-sickness, considering the oppression of colical 
pains and the great weakness of my breast, would kill me, 
and if I did not die of that, I must of the excessive eatint'^ 
and drinking of your hospitable town, and the exces.sivn 
most poetical country. I hate to be 
ammed either way. Let your hungry poets, and vour 

1 1 T””'- Hte m-c'h to 

overfed. half-starved, than to be so overpraised and 

who drew your Character and printed it here to not m” ch 
.n the wrong m many things he said of you vet he wa s o 

the same subject; forWJS''^ora ^[rpto- 
' In reply to Swift’s letter in July {mpra, p. i). 
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Judice them, and I have been told, that a man himself can 
hardly say the same thing twice over with equal happiness, 
nature is so much a better thing than artifice/ 

I have written nothing this year. It is no affectation to 
tell you, my mother’s loss has turned my frame of thinking. 
The habit of a whole life is a stronger thing than all the 
reason in the world. I know I ought to be easy, and to be 
free, but I am dejected, I am confined. My whole amuse¬ 
ment is in reviewing my past life, not in laying plans for 
my future. I wish you cared as little for popular applause 
as I; as little for any nation in contradistinction to others, 
as I; and then I fancy, you that are not afraid of the sea, 
you that are a stronger man at sixty than ever I was at 
twenty, would come and see several people who are, at last, 
like the primitive Christians, of one soul and of one mind. 
The day is come, which I have often wished, but never 
thought to see, when every mortal that I esteem is of the 
same sentiment in politics and in religion.^ Adieu. All you 
love are yours, but all are busy except, dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend. 


CMXXIX. {Deane Swift] 


Miss Anne Donnellan to Swift 


Sir,® 


London, Septefnber 2.2^ 1733. 


Knowing your great esteem and tenderness for Miss 
Kelly, and that there is no one whom she has so high an 


^ In these words Elwin {of cit.^ vii, 316) sees ground for the opinion 
that Pope had been told by Pilkington or the publisher of the “ Life and 
Genuine Character” {supra^ vol. iv, p. 428) “that Swift had written it 
as a second and lighter exercise on his former theme.” He argues, 
however, that Swift was not the author of the verses, because in them 
“ the defence of the Dean is feeble, and the strictures are the imputa¬ 
tions which his career accredited and which were injurious to his 
moral reputation,” considerations which to my mind make it less 
likely that Pilkington could have had the disposition or ability to 
write them. 

* The allusion is evidently to the result of his metaphysical studies 
with Bolingbroke, and is not intended to be interpreted too literally. 

^ There has been already allusion to the great friendship between 
Mrs. Pendarves’s friend, Miss Donnellan, and Miss Kelly, with whose 
condition the present letter is wholly concerned {supra, vol. iv, p. 441, 
n. I). 
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opinion of, or whose advice would sway so much with her, 
I cannot forbear letting you know my thoughts about her 
at this time, that I think she wants the assistance and 
counsel of her best and wisest friend. As she has been so 
good to distinguish me among her^ female acquaintance, 
and to show more confidence than in any other, I think I* 
can better tell her mind; but, as she has a natural close¬ 
ness, I judge chiefly by hints, for I believe she does not 
open herself entirely to anyone* Her health, I think, in a 
much worse way than when she came to London; she has 
still a slow fever, a violent cough, great and almost con¬ 
tinual sickness in her stomach, and added to all these, a 
very great dejection of spirit, which last, I cannot but thin k, 
proceeds in a good measure from discontent and uneasiness 
of mind, and the physicians are of the same opinion. 

I have endeavoured, by all the means I could think of, 
to find out the cause, hoping that if it were known, it might 
by the assistance of friends be remedied. I know when a 
young person shows any discontent, people are apt to 
imagine there can be no cause for it but a disappointraent 
in love. I really think that is not Miss Kelly's case: I have 
tried her to the uttermost on that subject, and I cannot 
find she has any attachment to any particular person, but 
that the whole world, except a few friends, is indifferent to 
her. But what I take her present uneasiness to proceed 
from, is the unkindness in general of her parents, and the 
fear of not being supported by her father in the way she 
likes, and as her present bad state of health indeed requires. 
She has a high spirit, and cannot bear to be obliged to her 
friends, and she has not been much used to management. 
She is here in a very expensive way, with her sickness, her 
servants, and her hoxs^, and I believe she would be greatly 
morrifed, after appearing in this manner, to be obliged to 
fail below it, and at the same time she has reason to fear, 
from her father's behaviour, that he thinks little of her, and 
will not support her in it She has not heard from him 
th« two months, and the letters she had from him at 
Bristol, wem warning her not to marry without his consent, 
enjoining her not to go to public places, and above all to 
cmdftion ^ money; very odd subjects to one in her 

fin?to endeavour to 
find out what are his resolutions in relation to her, and if 
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there be any that has an influence over him, to get them 
to convince him, that his child’s life is in the greatest 
danger; and then, perhaps, he may not think his time and 
money ill employed to save it. If at the same time. Sir, 
you would join your good advice to her, I believe it might 
be of great use, either to make her bear, with less uneasi¬ 
ness, the ills of this life, or if it please God to take her from 
us, to prepare her for another and a better. Her humour is 
rnuch changed; her spirits are low, and upon every little 
disappointment, her passions rise high; you know. Sir, how 
best to apply to these. She is at Hampstead quite alone; 
and although her physicians desire much she should come 
to town, she cannot be prevailed on to think of it; she 
desires to be alone; even Mrs. Rooke and I, whom she 
calls her best friends, are troublesome to her. 

I believe I need not tell you, Sir, that I desire this letter 
may be a secret, and especially to the person concerned. If 
you have anything to tell me that can be of use on this 
subject, and will honour me with your commands, direct if 
you please for me, under cover, to Mrs. Anne Shuttleworth, 
at Mr. Jourdain’s, in Conduit Street. I should beg pardon, 
Sir, for troubling you with this long letter; but I hope my 
friendship to Miss Kelly will be my excuse. I am sorry to 
write on so melancholy a subject, and which I am sure 
must give you uneasiness; but, pleased with any oppor¬ 
tunity of assuring you that I am. Sir, 

Your very great admirer, and most obedient humble 
servant, 

Anne Donnellan. 


CMXXX. \Deane Swift.l 

Mrs. Pendarves to Swift 

Gloucester, October 24, 

Sir, 

I CANNOT imagine how my Lord Orrery came by my 
last letter to you; ^ I believe my good genius conveyed it 
into his hands, to make it of more consequence to you; if 
it had that effect, I wish this may meet with the same 
fortune. 

^ Supra^ p. 13. 

D 



V 
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If I were writing to a common correspondent, I should 
now make a fine flourish to excuse myself for not soouer 
acknowledging the favour of your letter, but I must deal 

plainly with you, Sir, and tell you—now do not be angry-- 

that the fear of tiring you stopped my hand. I value your 
correspondence so highly, that I think of every way that 
may preserve it, and one is, not to be too troublesome. 

Now I cannot guess how you will take this last para¬ 
graph, but if it makes me appear affected or silly, I will 
endeavour not to offend in the same manner again. Some 
mortification of that kind is wanting to bring me to myself; 
your ways of making compliments are dangerous snares, 
and I do not know how to guard against the pleasure they 
bring; to be remembered and regretted by you, are honours 
of a very delicate kind. I have been told that unexpected 
good fortune is harder to bear well than adversity. 

The cold weather, I suppose, has gathered together 
Dr. Delany's set:^ the next time you meet, may I beg the 
favour to make my compliments acceptable? I recollect no 
entertainment with so much pleasure, as what I received 
from that company; it has made me very sincerely lament 
the many hours of my life that I have lost in insignifica-nt 
conversation. I am very much concerned at the disorder 
you complain of. I hope you submit to take proper care of 
yourself, and that the next account I have of your health 
will be more to my satisfaction. 

A few days before I had your last letter, my sister and I 
made a visit to my Lord and Lady Bathurst at Cirencester. 
Oakley Wood joins to his park; the grand avenue that 
goes from his house through his park and wood is five 
miles long; the whole contains five thousand acres. A?Ve 
stayed there a day and a half; the wood is extremely im¬ 
proved since you saw it, and when the whole design is 
executed, it will be one of the finest places in England. 
My Lord Bathurst talked with great delight of the pleasure 
you once gave him by surprising him in his wood, and 
showed me the house where you lodged. It has been re- 
day you left it, it fell to the ground; conscious 
oi me honour it had received by entertaining so illustrious 
a guest, It burst wi^ pride. My Lord Bathurst has greatly 
improved the wood house, which you may remember but a 

have returned to Dublin from Delville 
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cottage, not a bit better than an Irish cabin. It is now a 
venerable castle, and has been taken by an antiquarian for 
one of King Arthur’s, “ with thicket overgrown, grotesque 
and wild.” I endeavoured to sketch it out for you; but I 
have not skill enough to do it justice. My Lord Bathurst 
was in great spirits, and though surrounded by candidates 
and voters against next Parliament, made himself agree¬ 
able in spite of their clamour: we did not forget to talk of 
Naboth’s Vineyard and Delville. I have not seen him since, 
though he promised to return my visit. 

All the beau-monde flock to London, to see her Royal 
Highness disposed of,^ while I prefer paying my duty to 
my mother, and the conversation of a country girl my 
sister, to all the pomp and splendour of the Court. Is this 
virtue, or stupidity? If I can help it, I will not go to town 
till after Christmas. I shall spend one month in my way to 
London at Longleat: I hear that the young people there 
are very happy. It is a little unreasonable for me to begin 
a fourth page, but it is a hard task to retire from the com¬ 
pany one likes best. I am. Sir, 

Your most obliged and faithful humble servant, 

M. Pendarves. 

CMXXXI. lOriginal^'l 

The Duchess of Queensberry to Swift 

Dear Sir, 

I WAS mightily pleased to receive a letter from you last 
post; yet I am so ungrateful that I will not thank you for 
it, and may be you do not deserve [itj. The crudest re¬ 
venge that one can possibly inflict, without hurting one¬ 
self, is that of being doubly diligent to those who neglect 
one, in order to shock them into better behaviour. As I 
have tried this trick myself, and that strong appearances 
are against me, I must defend myself, and then you will 
own I do not quite deserve chastisement. 

* The eldest daughter of George II, and Princess Royal of England, 
whose marriage to William Prince of Orange was, however, postponed 
until the following year owing to the Prince having been taken seriously 
ill on the eve of the day first appointed for the ceremony. 

In the British Museum. See Preface. 
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The post before I left this place, I received a letter from 
you,’^ which I designed to have answered before I left 
London and England; but was hindered in both for some 
time by an express which hurried us down to Winchester 
school, to take care of our little boy there, who was violently 
ill of a fever. From that time, till I came to Spa, we were 
never at home; and as soon as I began the waters, writino- 
could not be done with my bad head. Since I left that 
place, and grew well, I have been still upon the ramble. 
After all, these are not very substantial good reasons; but, 
upon my word, I did design it, in order to which two days 
ago I washed out the mould out of my inkhorn, put fresh 
ink into it, and promised myself to write to you this very 
post, pleasing myself with the fancy that this would reach 
you, and convince you, that I had you still in great regard, 
before you could or would think it worth your while to put 
me in mind of you. 

I could not fail to gain credit, if you could conceive the 
great satisfaction your letters give me. I have seldom met 
with any half so conversable. I do not only pity, but 
grieve at, those complaints you mention; they are a cruel 
incumbrance to you. Why cannot you transfer them to a 
thousand inanimate creatures, who have nothing in their 
heads? I was, and am really sorry, that you could not go 
with us to the Spa. I am confident it must have done you 
good. I cannot describe the vast difference I felt after 
drinking the waters a week, and am still much better than 
l ever expected to be; though not quite free of the com¬ 
plaints in my head, they are greatly lessened. 

I have three or four letters to write this very night, so 
have not time to think of answering your letter. This is 
only a volunteer, after which I may with greater assurance 
desire you to believe, that I am, with constancy, reg;ard,, 
and respect, > 

Yours, etc. 


Addressed—To the Revd. Doctor Swift Dean 
Patrick’s, in Dublin, Ireland. * 


of St 


^ An answer no doubt to her letter of 31 M^y (su^ra, vol. iv, p, 439). 
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CUAKl.rs iniKI* Tt» Sw»-T 

l.i.Jihlsiin, f', i;*t| 

I i£Al> the fitvuur «f y»tir letter ‘ in Prrf»j-'»hire, fnitH H-hnu’e 
I came lait week. I am extremely r«*mernr«! t»» hear the 
ill Nliite t»l yiHir health. I wa-* alrui*! *4 tt, when I wat *a* 
long without the j4ra'»utr of hrarini; from ymii I hoir 
.stirt of disortler'i jni/zle the ithv-.u ians rvetywherr, and 
they are mereilev* fSo|*'» in latrging or vonnlnig to i»«< 
{HirjKwe, when they »ln not know ttts.»t t<« do I heiutilv 
wish you would try the Itath w-iter-i, wltuh .ne allowed to 
be the best mrdntnr for sirrngihrntng the -a.-niarh. amf 
must diSlemjirrs in the head ju-m-red from sheinr Vomit-» 
may clean a foul stontaeb, but they are «ritansfy the worst 
things that ean Ire fur a weak one, 

I have Jong ha»l it at heart tt» see yom w-ojk-j »'.4ln tr«i, 
aiiil juiblished whth care, it h f»rrome absojutrly nr*es 
sury, since that jumble with l*o|*r, efr . nt three vtdwnes, 
which jiut me in a rage whenever I wrrt them- I know 
nr> reason why. at thfs drstam e of time, the Fvaminrrs. 
and other jiohtiiai [Mmuhh t > wrtttrn nr the Muern's r*-»i;n, 
might not ta* inseitei! 1 flonbt you f(.n,r }»er« toonrgitgeni 
in keeping copies; lail 1 have Uinn up, .md* nuot 

of them single liestdes. I Irnt Mr t .alw-tt * that paper * to 
arrrect hm tiulhver fiy, and rl was fo.in it that t mr«de«l 
my own,' TIrerr is every srngfp aftcralron |r..jn the or»gini*l 
cujry; aiul the printed law.k aljNinml’* with all tlto'.r erit>r«, 
which shtmld Ireavuirled in the new rdrlton. In my bmk 
the blank leaves were wrong plarerf. m» that there are |*ef- 
petiial references haekwarrh artd forwarrh, and it is «it,re 
difficult it» lie untlefsttKai tititn the paj»rr . hut I will try to 
get trtie of the second erlition, which i"* niucft tnrrre correvl 
than the first, and transiitl»e ail the allerationii m«»fc 

' p. 36, 

Ifie Kcv. f* ratios t arfwri, Mifrowai ,'*irjf«'s antt Iweartui 

«ne 01 hwtii's »(}»■» esaois vr«|. rv. p artif 

Mbe l urrtttwM* tii "t««l!«vrt’% I ravels'* sens hf kaid i» MiUte 
v«|, ni, p. 37ji, 

v'iu*'«**vM****' ”***** **'*** ****' *’'**^***“ ttthecnuii 
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clearly. I shall be at a loss how* to send it afterward, 
unless I am directed to somebody that is going to Ireland. 
All books are printed here now by subscription: if thei-e 
be one for this, I beg I may not be left out Mr. Crosthwaite 
will pay for me. 

The Dissenters were certainly promised, that the Test 
Act should be repealed this session in Ireland;^ I should 
be glad to know whether any attempt has been, or is to be 
made toward it, and how it is like to succeed. We have 
lost Miss Kelly, who they say was destroyed by the ignor¬ 
ance of an Irish physician, one Gorman, Doctor Beaufort 
was sent for when she was dying, and found her speechless 
and senseless.^ Our late Lord Mayor has gone through his 
year with a most universal applause. He has shown him¬ 
self to have the best understanding of any man in the city, 
and gained a character, which he wanted before, of courage 
and honesty. There is no doubt of his being chosen 
member of Parliament for the city at the next election.® 
He is something the poorer for his office, but the honour 
he has got by it makes him ample amends. For God^s sake 
try to keep up your spirits. They have hitherto been 
greater than any man's I have met, and it is better to 
preserve them, even with wine, than to let them sink. 
Divert yourself with Mrs. Worrall, at backgammon. Find 
out some new country to travel in: anything to amuse. 
Nothing can contribute sooner than cheerfulness to your 


- the Irish Parliament in the previous month the Duke 

of Dorset had called upon the members to secure “a firm union 
f at the same time he had communicated 

pnyately to such persons as were likely to approve of the policy, his 
instructions to procure a repeal of the Test. To Swift, wlm had fore¬ 
seen from the movement in England {sui>ra, vol. iv, p 362! m l) that 

A® apprehended if Ir’eland, tkf fnn^unceiS 
came as no surpnse. As Primate Boulter informed the Dulre nf KTaw. 
castle (Froude’s “English in Ireland,'^ i, 394) Swift had begun as 

’ Ford was mistaken {supra, p. 25, n. 4). 
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jcovery, which that it may be very speedy, is sincerely the 
ling in the world most wished for by, 

Your ever obliged, etc. 

A catalogue of pamphlets and papers which I have bound, 
nd those marked * single; I believe I can have any of 
le others from Alderman Barber:—^Conduct of the Allies; 
Remarks on the Barrier Treaty; ^Advice to the October 
lub; A New Journey to Paris; Remarks on the Letter to 
le Seven Lords appointed to examine Gregg; ^Some 
.easons to prove that no Whig is obliged to oppose his 
lajesty; Importance of the Guardian; ^Preface to the 
ishop of Sarum’s Introduction; Mr. Collins's Discourse 
f Free-thinking abstracted, for the Use of the Poor; 
hblic Spirit of the Whigs; ^Horace Strenuus et Fortis; 
Examiners from Number 13 to Number 45 ; *Toland's 
mvitation to Dismal; ^Ballad upon Not-in-Game; *Peace 
nd Dunkirk, a Song; ^Windsor Prophecy; ^Hugh [z>., 
[ue] and Cry after Dismal; ^Pretender's Letter to a Whig 
.ord; Some Free Thoughts on the Present State of Affairs, 
ever printed.^ 


:MXXXIII. I0riginal:'\ 

The Duchess of Queensberry to Swift 

Amesbury, Nove 7 nber lo, 1733. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE only stayed to give time for my letter's 
etting to you.® There is some satisfaction in sitting down 
D write now that I am something less in your debt; I 
lean by way of letter. To speak seriously, I must love 
ontradiction more than ever woman did, if I did not obey 
our commands; for I do sincerely take great pleasure in 
onversing with you. If you have heard of my figure 
broad, it is no more than I have done on both sides of my 
ars, as the saying is; for I did not cut and curl my hair 
ke a sheep's head, or wear one of their trolloping sacks, 
nd by so not doing, I did give some offence. 

‘ The “ catalogue,” which is said to have been subjoined to the 
itter, is given in Scott’s “Life,” p. 415. 

® In the British Museum. See Preface. 


^ Supra, p. 35. 
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We have seen many very fine towns, and travelled 
through good roads, and pleasant countries; particularly 
Flanders I liked, because it is the likest to England. The 
inns were very unlike those at home, being much cleaner 
and better served; so here I could not maintain my par¬ 
tiality with common justice. As to the civilizing any of 
that nation, it would employ more ill spent time fruit¬ 
lessly than anyone has to spare; they are the only people 
I ever saw that was quite without a genius to be civil 
when they had a mind to be so. “ Will you eat,” “ will you 
play at cards,” are literally the tip-top well-bred phrases in 
use. The French people we met with are quite of another 
turn, polite and easy; one is the natural consequence 
of the other, though a secret that few have discovered. 
I can bring you an Irish witness, if that be sufficient, 
that I have wished for you many many times during this 
journey, particularly at Spa, where I imagined you might 
have been mending every day as fast as I did; and you 
are a base man to say, that any such impediment as you 
mentioned, thwarted your journey, for you were sure of a 
welcome share in everything we had. 

It were unnecessary to say this now, if we had no 
thoughts of ever going again; but it is what I am strongly 
advised to though ! should not much want it, and I am 
not averse: travelling agrees with me, and makes me good 
humoured. At home I am generally more nice than wise, 
but on the road nothing comes amiss. At Calais we were 
windbound four or five days, and I was very well contented: 
when the wind changed, I was delighted to go. As im¬ 
patience is generally my reigning distemper, you may 
imagme how I must be alarmed at this sudden alteration, 
ml I happily recollected two instances, where I was myself. 
Ihe one at Breda, where the innkeeper let drop, “ if you 
mean to go,” an hour and half after we had told him fifty 
times, that we positively would go on. The other, at 
Amsteraam, where we met with a very incurious gentleman, 
who affirmed, there was nothing worth seeing; though, 
beside the town which far surpassed my imagination, there 
happened to be a most famous fair. It is long since those 
t^me^*^*^^ ® Cymon are strictly applicable 

Her com and cattle are her only care 

And her supreme delight a country fair. 
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1 shall furgrt ty name my lrt%h frinul: it h Mr, (.‘in.ite. 
lie iS| in all aj 4 K-au‘aiiri% a iinHtr\tt wrll'lnni, s|ilrnnlk, 
gaail’-naturei.l mam* I halt! ilirn uiir iif' tbe^r iiuailificaUtims 
more thaui was |»k%e*.iiil*aiul ur heeatne artjiiainUHl He 
has a very great rrgartt mr ymn Sir; aial Iheie we agreed 
again. We were all highly i^lraMnl with him. He Heenis tti 
have a iMter way thiiilaiig than i% eatnmMn^ iinti iml ta 
want fnr sense, nr huiimyr. 

I have writ and innch Um nl'lrii* yrl must ntry whilst I 
tell you, that I dn use rKerriir. designedly never eat nr 
drink what van disagr^^' with iiir, hut inn nn mure rrriain 
of my stnirnwh than uf my miiid, at sume time |maif 
against anything *^*^d uihei times Utn tsealy shurketi, hut 
time and rare ran t'lu'-tandy make strung drienre. 1 will 
obey your cummaiiils, mul will \m ifiaM\ rmirerning 
Mrs. Itarher, iis simui as %vr nanr ir» I.^iidum where we 
stayed but three day'*^. We lire now al Ainrslnny; hut 
pray dlreet ftrr me at l4aidi.ui. I riuuhi we ran du her hut 
little gwid; for as in my pail. ! have frw aujuasniaiu e and 
little interest. I wilt Irelirvr rvriyllniig ymi say uf lirr* 
though I have hilhrrtu «w*rr had a iialund avrr^don in a 
noetesi. I am rnme alinusi |u ilir end ul my pafirr hrhire 
I have half done with ymr It was a rule, I tvmmtlnrr, with 
ptHir Mr. C#ay and me, never in earned ihrrr pages, I am 
vexed at what t tiear uf }iis -.isirrs ahuni ymn aifaird^ I 
long to Itear bom you, that t may have an exi ie>e tri write 
again; for I ihntht it would Im- laiiymi; llir J«4%e trio tar to 


^ ile %m Juilge Vmnn*'^ «*ii* llir laniri' of slie troifiil Pari ut 

Iklliinnni vnl n j» la an Iso, 4 ralh aslilfet^wcl m 

wahsw hf a formt afitl nriglibosn llr#« ^hsll Krii%h«i^dr« ** 
liuhl» p. 45K liw jpsalsiir^ air 1 faumriiwiairil m well m 

\m paiowni rtlisrS Pa ihr ^rlfair nf hit i nisaisy, iti aIui Ii tie a|s|iear» 
tu have tivallrd hu lailiri: 

**Mrlh»iihs I ^pp. litre C'h^dri, likr itr«' Imtu li^hn 
Th^ I'rsriiilly rlirrop^'., aiokr« my ^s^hl; 

Aiiiiil eiiim liuK toriifH, wfor 

Knw %|irc 4 ih ila itiihiriic'f?/* 

ilia fftlhtr wat tltll ahvr* atwl tia4 m* iiii|«uvr4 hi* drnafe^nii and 
Mirrciumhng muw ai t «4»irlull m ilir rsimiif pI wlia,h tm mm 

rtprwairil hi l*aihamrsi?,ihAi our i* sniil m ha^r wrwni Piirriiirmg 
hii prup^rty* to ti 0 ** a drsrti anrl i laiinin iiiin i*ata4l%® (Mri. 

l)il»y%**Curw^pfisalrtur;‘0 ^ 

^ tht iTOwy wtiirli hi hmt lift in i*m% diifgt Cii#r«, wk. iv, 

p, 4a Ik 
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trouble you too often. Adieu, dear Sir, health and happi¬ 
ness attend you ever. 

I fear I have written so very ill, that I am quite unin¬ 
telligible. His Grace is very much yours. 

Addressed —To the Revd. Doctor Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, at Dublin, Ireland. 


CMXXXIV. \Deane 


Mrs. Pratt to Swift 


Sir,’ 


London, November lo, 1733. 


Not many days ago I had the pleasure of yours by 
Mrs. Barber, whose turn seems to confirm the good im¬ 
pression you give of her. I want not more than your 
recommendation to engage my wishes to serve her, and 
also my endeavours, if any opportunity falls in my way. 
Are there no hopes of seeing you on this side of the water? 
Cannot the great number of your friends, and the great 
variety of conversation abounding here, be some kind of 
inducement to your coming among us ? Is not Mr. Pope a 
temptation to one of your distinction to draw you this way? 
Even the variety of people in this great city might con¬ 
tribute to the amusement of your mind, as a journey and 
exercise would to your bodily health. I would use every 
argument I could think of to invite you hither, and conse¬ 
quently to preserve a life so beneficial to the public and 
so dear to all your friends. You have a spirit that should 
prevail against indolence, and bring you into a part of the 
world, which calls aloud for your talents. This winte? 
would furnish you with many opportunities of doing great 
good, as well as making a shining figure, which reflection 
gives ine great hopes, that you will think it a reasonable 
obligation; as in that case, like Pitt’s diamond,” you would 

’ Swift’s old friend, Mrs. Pratt, had evidently gone to reside ner- 
manently m England after her husband’s do^fall volffii 

pp. 231, 241). Her husband was still alive. ^ 

SS'S'fhiElp'bl'ic': Crown jCdo 
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I wish I had a house in some measure worthy 
hat should be so welcome to me. 
greatly in telling me that my Lord 
^nd you have not, met, although he has been 


a guest that should be so welcome to me. 


in Dublin, and to my knowledge is one of your 
\-KTu,. (Jq yQ-^ send to my Lord 


Why do not you send to my 
who undoubtedly wants only that encourage- 
upon you?^ You see I want none to embrace 
_ assuring you, that I atn, with great 

and affection, 

very obliged and most humble servant, 

H. Pratt. 


{^I^eane Swift] 

John Barber to Swift 

London, Nove 7 nber 17, 1733. 

* t now got rid of the plague of grandeur, and all 

^^F>o:nci^ncies, I take this first opportunity to pay my 
±0 you, Sir, which I beg pardon for not doing 
Trtio transition from Goldsmiths’ Hall to Queen’s 
£3 hardly credible; for in one view to imagine the 
hurry, noise, and impertinence I lay under from 
±ill night, in opposition to the peace, the quiet, and 
-at: t;r*ancg[uillity I feel in my little retirement, makes me 

hoird SiTbelLurne refers in his will to Mrs. Pratt, who lived with 
^ ixi. tilio later years of his life, as his kinswoman {silj}ra^ vol. i, p. 188, 
tilotry'll he had been created by George I an Earl of Great 
tain. Lord Shelburne still appears to have attended the Irish House 
-orcis- In a Survey of the Court” at Dublin in the time of the Duke 
Gralton tlrere is the following allusion to him (“ Haliday Pamphlets ”); 

SLelburne, a judge of learning and of men, 

ISlor hooks nor manners have escaped his ken ,* 

T*o him all Europe’s courts their arts have shown, 
lio hnows their worth and thence confirms his own.” 

Lord I>nnherron, who was Lord Shelburne’s only son, died before 
fathor. If Lady Lucy Wentworth is to be believed he was not a 
yr companion. Writing the day after his marriage she 

-s : Thes most unhappy body I know is Miss Clavering, who was 

rriod yostorday to my Lord Dunkerron, for I never heard any man 
jG. SO had^ a character; he has lately almost killed his servant; 
.yr doxi. t ‘thin'k he can live ’ (‘‘Wentworth Papers,” p. 259). 
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pity your great men, who certainly must be strangers to the 
great pleasure I now enjoy. 

Before I left my office I took care to do justice to 
Mr. Pilkington, who has received more than I mentioned/ 
and indeed more than any chaplain ever had before, viz,: 


Of the city : 

Salary. 

Gratuity •...!] 
Gratuity extraordinary 

From my Lord Mayor . . . . 

Five sermons preached before the Mayor 
For a copy of one sermon printed . 1 


£ 

s. 





20 

0 

c 




25 

0 

0 




21 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 



— 

66 

0 

0 

* 

. 


. 50 

0 

0 

. 

. 


. 10 

0 

0 

• 

• 


4 

0 

0 




;£i 30 

0 

0 


l the summer for two 

months when the Mayor went on Sundays to his own 

^ uildhall, a.nd his chaplain read prayers for eight 
fh ^ ^ornings only; for which the Mayor got him from 
the court of aldermen twenty guineas. I have been the 
more parbcular in this account, because I know your great 
f«n«ual.ty ftings of.hk nature, as wallas toTLS 

TinM-pU ^ coming over, I can¬ 

not tell, but if he had pleased to have lived near the Hall 

of ten or twelve pounds a yea ’ 
he need not have kept a man, for I had more forshow^Sn 

articles. h£i £lijedllf die cItoT'a ‘i’os® 

have had the favour nf I should now and then 

living ftom me tagM 

g-at dependencies- I A” ^Idt 

^ Supra^ p. 24. 

Bath, and wa^ Ser°of WgfllPs shter^bl"'® of the 

Duke of Gloucester. He was in Irdand wUn' ‘he 

England and crossed in the government 

mgton’s «Memoirs,” i, 82). During herj Pilk- 

Barber had become acquainted with^h^m ^! England Mrs, 
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man Champion, who got the Primate’s wife’s brother to 
write in his favour to the Primate; and he talks of the 
living of Coleraine being vacant if it be, I will do him 
what service I can. Thus, Sir, I have discharged myself of 
the duty you laid upon me, in relation to that gentleman, 
which I hope will be to your satisfaction; for I will never 
though I have met with it frequently my^ 

All your friends in town are well, and in high spirits. 
Lord Bolingbroke complains you do not write to him. 
Poor Mrs. Barber has the gout, but is better. It was a great 
mortification to me that you did not come and eat some 
custard; but I hope your health will permit your coming 
next summer. We rejoice much at my brother French’s 
success.® I know you do not deal in news, so I send you 
none. Pray God continue your health, and believe me 
always, with the greatest sincerity, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most obliged humble servant, 

John Barber, 

Why Mr. Pilkington should send his wife home in the 


Hertford, and inflicted a poetical welcome to Ireland upon him 
C‘ Poems,” p, 203) ; 

“ When I heard you were landed I flew to the Nine, 

Intreating their aid to invite you to dine ; 

They told me I came on that errand too late. 

For you were engaged by the Rich and the Great.” 

^ /.<?., Boulter. 

The rectory of Coleraine in the county of Londonderry was in the 
presentation of the Irish Society. 

_ ^ French had been opposed in his candidature for the representa¬ 
tion of the city of Dublin by his successor in the mayoral chair, but 
on 29 October the latter, “ finding his interest too weak to oppose the 
great number of freeholders and freemen ready to poll for Alderman 
French,” retired. Thereupon French was carried “ amidst the acclama¬ 
tions of many thousands of people to the Parliament House,” all the 
bells in Dublin were rung, and ‘‘the night concluded with bonfires, 
illuminations, and such rejoicings, as never were known on the like 
occasion” (Swanzy, op, cii,, p. 12). In “Astraea's Congratulations,” a 
fine speciinen of Irish typography (Royal Irish Academy Tracts), 
Barber is linked with French, and London is said at that time to have 
shared equal honour with Dublin; 

“ Your love of glory is the same, 

YouVe both maintained the Patriot cause, 
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midst of winter, or why he should stay here an hour 
after her, are questions not easily answered, I am not of 
his counsel.' 


CMXXXVI. \Original?-'\ 

Swift to Charles Ford 

November 0.0^ 1733- 


CMXXXVIL \priginaU'\ 


The Countess Granville to Swift 


Haynes, November 27, 1733* 


Dear Sir,^ 

I HAVE received the honour of your commands,® and shall 
obey them; for I am very proud of your remembrance. I 


Both in one year, one year of fame, 

Gave life to liberty and laws, 

While you oppos’d the Grand jExcise, 

Here did a French and Stannard rise.” 

^ Mrs. Pilkington had gone to England in Mrs, Barber’s company 
{su^ra, p. 26), The idea of joining her husband was, she says, put 
into her head by his expressing a wish in one of his letters that slie 
was in London, but she stole away from Dublin without communicat¬ 
ing with him or telling any of her friends. According to her account 
she found him much devoted to an actress and anxious that she should 
seek solace during his absence in the society of his friend James 
Worsdale, the portrait painter, and on the expiration of his year of 
office as chaplain she was forced to return to Dublin alone, as he 
announced his intention of remaining in London, in the hope that 
Edward Walpole would provide for him, and of lodging with Worsdale 
(“Memoirs,” i, 100, log). 

® It was sold on 8 July, 1905, by Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodg^e, 
and was again disposed of by them on 15 December, 1906. 

® In the British Museum. See Preface. 

* Lord Carteret’s mother, the writer of this letter, had been married 
to his father, the first Lord Carteret, while they were both in the 
nursery, and had been for nearly forty years a widow. She had been 
granted the title, which she uses in signing this letter and in which 
she was succeeded by her son, by George 1 the year after his acces¬ 
sion. Before that time, through the death of ber nephew, she had be¬ 
come the coheiress of her father, John Granville, first Earl of Bath. 
Like the first Earl of Oxford she enjoyed the distinction of being" 
known as “the Dragon,” 

® 7 .^., to become a subscriber to Mrs. Barber’s Poems. 
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do not know we ever quarrelled; but if we did, I am as 
good a Christian as your are, in perfect charity with you. 
My son, my daughter, and all our olive branches salute you 
most tenderly. I never wished so much as I do now, that 
I were bright, and had a genius, which could entertain you, 
in return for the many excellent things that entertain me 
daily, which I read over and over with fresh delight. Will 
you never come into England, and make Haynes your 
road?^ You will find nothing here to offend you; for I am 
a hermit, and live in my chimney-corner; have no ambi¬ 
tion, but that you will believe, I am the charming Dean’s 
Most obedient humble servant, 

Granville. 

Addressed—Yox the Reverend Dr. Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, at Dublin, Ireland. By London. 


CMXXXVIIl. \Deane Swift:\ 


Mrs. Conluitt to Swift 


George Street, Noveinber 1733. 

Sir," 

Mrs. Barber did not deliver your letter till after the 
intended weddingbrought me hither. She has as much a 
better title to the favour of her sex than poetry can give 
her, as truth is better than fiction; and shall have my best 
assistance. But the town has been so long invited into the 
subscription, that most people have already refused or 
accepted, and Mr. Conduitt has long since done the latter. 

I should have guessed your holiness would rather have 
laid than called up the ghost of my departed friendship, 
which since you are brave enough to face, you will find 
divested of every terror, but the remorse that you were 
abandoned to be an alien to your friends, your country, 
and yourself. Not to renew an acquaintance with one who 
can twenty years after remember a bare intention to serve 


1 Now a seat of the Thynne family near Ampthill in Bedfordshire. 

^ The marriage of Catherine Barton, the friend of Swifts Whig 
days, to the Master of the Mint has been already noticed [supra^ 

voL iv, p. 146, n- i). w ^ \ 

^ of the Princess Royal (supra^ p. 35). 
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^ I not now able to 
tr^o evrti '^^011 you return to England, I shall 

the mean f- ^ y’°n '^^nt, a nurse; in 

whn^c r ^ ^ exercising that gift to preserve one 

who IS your devoted admirer. 

Lord Hervey has written a bitter copy of verses upon 
?pLt?e wTc’l as it is said, his Lordship’s 

a^woSw' ^’opo’s spirits all 

thonsanrl^f ^^“’E^on IS far advanced in a poem of two 
present 1- liberty from the patriarchs to the 

now in^nll^^^’ 70 niay judge from the press, is 

has the nr, fv, ^ forget I am writing to one who 

merit ml T 4 ° of Parnassus, and tLt the only 

SS th J brevity. Please therefore to 

charitv wV°^^ ^ °ne to your fund of 

pSveT^aS ^^ and to add to your 

prayers and good wishes now and then a line to. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

C. CONDUITT. 

with^i.J^^'^^!^’ whom I had sent to dine with us, is in bed 
with the gout, and has not yet sent me her proposals. 


CMXXXIX. 

Swift to Eaton Stannard 

House, December [12], 1733. 

wartS upon v?u fol"^ 

&e?reSnrrr If r.!’, Papers that concern 

ne ^eat^t part of my little fortune, you were pleased to 

tell him, that you would not take a fee if I were to oav it° 
I own myself extremely obliged bv such L fr! ^ ‘ 
os..ya„d Handship, 

to a Latin Letter 

a ^ very p^?p*;^omaSe v, 261) 

James Thomson’s poenu Lihprtv» t, 
until the end of the follow^ ye^ ’ however, not published 

. return for Swift’s support of Li^ ranrit/i + ^ 

ship (supra, vol. iv, p. 406). ^^^uiature for the recorder- 
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tension, further than the merit of always professing a true 
esteern for you, and if you intend to proceed by that rule 
you will never be a farthing the better for any honest man’ 
who may, as well as I, put in his claim with you to be 
amtcus curiae However, as I may be probably pestered 
with aw and have few friends at the bar, I must of neces¬ 
sity depend upon your assistance, which I will sooner lose 
™andys^^ upon the hard terms you offered by Mr. 

Last night the deeds were read and signed by me, my 
creditor and his tenant; in the copy of which deeds Mr. 
bandys showed me your corrections in his own hand, and I 
conclude all the rest was right; by which I shall be richer 
a Hundred and twenty pounds a year, and thereby abler to 
give you a fee, and a friend a bottle of wine more than 
usual. It seems the expenses and fees in these cases are 
paid by the mortgager. But my obligations to you are not 
tne less, who was so rash as to declare against taking my 
money before you knew whether I were to pay it or no. 

If I had not still continued, as I have been for three 
months, confined by deafness and giddiness, I would have 
waited on you with my acknowledgements for your favour 
and goodness. But I shall ever remain, what I have always 
been, with great esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

JONATH, Swift. 


CM XL. [Deane Swift,'] 

Charles Coote to Swift 

_ London, December 13, 17^^. 

Sir, 

Being indebted solely to you for a most valuable ac¬ 
quaintance with the Duke and Duchess of Queensberry, 
and some other of your friends, I ought to have acknow¬ 
ledged it before.” It is a common stratagem of mine, and 

^ As appears from Swift’s account-book (Forster Collection, No, 512) 
the deeds concerned a mortgage for £2.^000 on his cousin Deane 
Swift’s property {supra^ voL iv, p. 419) of which a Mr. George Nugent 
had then a lease. The hundred and twenty pounds represented the 
interest, which was to be paid by Nugent. 

® Supra^ p. 40. 

V 


E 
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has always succeeded, to give hints in proper places of 
your allowing me to some degree of personal acquaintance 
with you, and I owe to it most of the agreeable hours I 
passed at Spa this summer, where they were. I had strong 
temptations, especially at that distance, to give myself high 
airs this way; but finding the bare mention of my having 
been received by you in a most obliging manner, was 
enough to do my business, and it being a fact I could make 
oath of, I kept within due bounds. Her Grace, who would 
be the most agreeable woman in England, though she were 
not the handsomest, has honoured me with her compliments 
to you with a walking-stick, the manufacture of Spa, where 
she had it made for you, and I ought to have delivered it 
two months ago; accidents prevented my leaving this 
place, and it is not certain when I can, so that I must send 
it to you by the first proper opportunity, but could no 
longer delay your pleasure in knowing it, and hers, when 
you shall acknowledge it. If I can be of any sort of service 
to you on this side, your commands will find me at St. 
James’s Coffee-house. I am, Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

Charles Coote* 


CMXLI. [Deane Swift^ 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

^ „ December 20^ 1733* 

Dear Sir, 

Yours I received,^ and if it was not that I have a good 
deal of company to sup at my house upon beef griskins, I 
would go and play a game of backgammon with Mr. Wor- 
rail s tables, and be after winning some of Mrs. VYorrall’s 
coin; I would not fear to win a crown-piece of her money 
by playing sixpence halfpenny a time. She is a very good 
body, and one that I have a great value for: I wish my 
spouse were but half as good, but of this I shall say nothing 
more till meeting. I hope my gossip Delany’s spouse i.s 
the mending hand, for they tell me she has been lately 
ou of order. She is as good a woman as ever 
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'catheti, and it i*; a thtntsaiul iMtinn that anything -.hMiild 
1 her. (Jnd Almighty wish hrr wrll; fur I am smr i» -.hr 
eiit t)ff, thn DiH'tni’ wtmld n»»t iiiwt with hrr frlluw, ! 
jjh: nothing nils hnr but a brush. 

Tomorrow I oat a bit with ant} Mrs M’tJwjrr ii 
>11 will makn one, you will got as hniuty a wrhomr, as if 
HI vvm* thfir tnvn father; fttr nolMitly sj«*aks lirtlrr of you 
an tluy. My humble servitte to all frieiuls amt to your* 
df, is the request of yinirs to comtnand, 

TUAtiV O SlII.tVAM, 

I lodge hard by the Shovel in Frantis Street, 

ndtiKWt/ Hr. Sheridan’s inMjh'me, in j*rcsurniitg t«» 
answer my eloquent Hybernir isms, 


MX LI I. 

At.gXANIlKh TtrSWIt r 


rt, 

NKVKK think of you and ran never write t»» you now, 

ithruit (Imwinif mmy nf hhin^l ^4 wfiiifi wr 

ftifitictrly lulktTl, Thr iT^tlrr'iirfft Mf ilw H'r 

ivi? bctHt tk]:iriv«f n( by rItNilli, 4sitt f»j ihH^r h^Hu 
Hrc st*purat<H! uliiufst 4^* hv * liri mr 

ihiit tl'iat it t 4 'krH 4 AV 4 y in 4 iinninri llir |ilr4*iut'r* 

'Uch yet I fcni vt^ry n| ijimkniij I 4111 

'nversini'j with ymi 4 Ymi tnivr l#r«ni Mlrni i«# nw 4^^ tn 
nir^wurk’-^j whrihrr thonn jidiilril tinr 4ir, 4fr nut 
jnuinc* Hut nun* I »iin Hurc\ i% yMiir»^, 41^4 ni 

wadinif ynurndf fuitH nw in mind t 4 ilir {ii4mii liint I 
ivts rttiid nf, whn hitht*i hin in 4 In 4 r, wln!r 4II 

atham mul l 4 t! ntirk init 4 Vuy wit! Inivr UmuMuttcly by 


‘ Ihb burr rvkirtuty 4 irfih In ««ir fiT#m Smm h^n W 
rn|ir\ bun Unu UrlNur ilsj^ «»iir |»#u^r#w 

urn mrrmjitjfubfiri^ hrlwrrti iliriii |*, |u.^ 

^ Ahmsi timt emw %k fifsriiH faim nwiir^ a|M«^4#4fir 

umtkm. n 4 mdy% the ** m iwni; ihr | m 

irly witu tbitufil in tlir hrnn« n»r 

rodmg Un ilir *' Vimf% %^mph jgr4» 

. *'*t mmnm itntl I%|^# 

orkij KM, iCitj J •- ** n ni7, ms , 1 

4k nlUwMitrt in Ihr lit^i tliri?#, jamil ikit ^wliprit * 4 ' ili 

iierM, nugnt wi?n c^Mi^ iiiiliMf In tlrtirr Itwi li« nbnsii^ islinnl 
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several franks, even before it is here published, my Epistle 
to Lord Cobham, part of my opus magnum, and the last 
Essay on Man;^ both which, I conclude, will be grateful to 
your bookseller on whom you please to bestow them so 
early. There is a woman’s war declared against me by a 
certain Lord.^ His weapons are the same which w'omen 
and children use, a pin to scratch, and a squirt to be¬ 
spatter. I writ a sort of answer, but was ashamed to enter 
the lists with him, and after showing it to some people,, 
suppressed it—otherwise it was such as was worthy of him, 
and worthy of me. I was three weeks this autumn with 
Lord Peterborough,® who rejoices in your doings, and 
always speaks with the greatest affection of you. I need 
not tell you who else do the same; you may be sure al¬ 
most all those whom I ever see, or desire to see. 

I wonder not that B[ubb] paid you no sort of civility 
while he was in Ireland.^ He is too much of a half wit to- 
love a true wit, and too much half honest to esteem any 
entire merit I hope, and I think, he hates me too, and I 
will do my best to make him. He is so insupportably in¬ 
solent in his civility to me when he meets me at one third 
place, that I must affront him to be rid of it That strict 


Bot be established, and with that object the publication of the poems 
was entrusted to Pilkington. They were conveyed to him by Mrs. 
Barber, who with circumstances of great mystery, handed them to him 
the day after her arrival in London. “ Just then a lady who came over 

with me called on us,” says his wife, “and Mr. P-n and she had 

some private chat ; when she was gone he told me she had brought 
him a letter and some poetry from the Dean, which he had ordered 
him to dispose of and put the money in his own pocket; as he could 
them, he took them with him to the Lord Mayor’s” 
( Memoirs,” i, 102). Of the fate that attended the publishers we shall 
see later on. 

^ “The-^istle on the Characters of Men” was not registered at 
until 5 February. The first epistle of the “Essay on 
Man had appeared just twelve months previously. 

® Lord Hervey {supra, p. 48). 

At Bws Mnunt, near Southampton, which Pope said was a place 
beautiful l^yond imagination, and as easy as it was beautiful. 

Swift there has been 
p. lib), had been in Ireland for some 
months in connection with a sinecure office, called the clerkship of the 
pells, held then by him. While in that country he had posed as a 
patriot and arrayed himself in a suit made of Irish which 

fp^eseTt Parliament made him 

a present oi or ^ooo a year for layinof out fortv nr fiftv cViiiiiT%fre 
on Irish stuff (MSS. of Miss M. Eyre Matfh^, p 65) ^ shillings 
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neutrality a*? to jutljlio partirs which I have Ciui^tantly 
observed i» all my writiiiy.>*, I think ijivoN tne tlu* moco 
title to attack such men a-* ".lamirr and lirik* my i haraclrr 
in privaltt to those who know me not. Vet even this is a 
liberty I will never take, tinless at the same time they are 
pests to (irivHte soeiety, »»r mtsrhievons tnrmheis of the 
public, that is ti> say, unless they are eimmics t»> all men as 
well as to me. I’ray write to me when you catt. If ever I 
can come tf> y«Ht, I will; if not, may I*rovidcnee be imr 
friend and our ftuurrl thomuh this simple world, where 
nothing is vahiahie, hut sense ami friendship, Atlimi, dear 
Sir, may health atten<l ytair years, and then may tnany 
years 1«! ad<ted to ytai, 

I am Just now ttihi, a very curious lady intendH to write 
to you, to pump you ahmu sotne pmnns sai»i to Iw yours.' 
fray tell her, tfmt you have ma answered me on the s.une 
tjuestiims, and that I shall take it as a thing never to be 
forgiven from you, if yoit tell another what you have coif 
ceated from me. 


CMXIJIL 

SWIt>T TO TttK IftlKK t«** ihm.HKt 


Mv Lnan.* 




iThathlieen my great misfoiiHne that since yonrfJrarrN 
return to this kingdom, I have ma tiren able to attend you 
as my duty ami gratitude tor your favours, as well as the 


' !i has heon sitntjeslrtl thal itir tady was I’any ItlMiitii, and the 
poetjis the three last tneimune*l iw the jiipvmu* ntiie, 

’ NtawilhstatuliHg iiHuh MtuejHilhitg t*ii the jM*i «f the thike <»l 
Dorset, the Itmete ot twintonns h>al laheo a»« eady ttjijsdtoMiiy 
of showing a« tiomlily to any t,!in(»enirg wnh the test 
[n 3K1, ttiHi in “a ttnttinei nf!(j»rt»lia»nenta*y'' l>ait a hisnnuht t«r!nte 
tJhnsltnas tleelaied ihai the H»«i»e fuji. and irsobed ibai as the 
taenitiers woohl stmn hr going m she «o«nny, the f«njw,»e«t legistamiii 
most !k* intitMUned within Ihe nesi thiee ifa)* •' I tie omi that wrt» m 
the House ami the Minhdeme o< >iirngih sn ».my any i}wettion,‘' »ays 
one who hail often wtiiw»»eil the |»««t«ee 4 >»»s{» in the ihitfh ftoMsi ol 
Commons, *'mail* it ihein«®t ilesnetate «ncm|0 ihat etei I ot**erw»tl 
in t’arliameni'* (Mis* Ivpe Matilmnt''! M*»%, g and *h» gtwwr 
mcni did not even ask the ineint»f»« st» 4 i%nte, and den molly rttirwl 
from the contest, huch# »i»mi might hair Imeen e*|»eii*!d to render 
the Irish legislature lest ahnorrrni to Swift, and would jw»»iWy have 
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honour of having been so many years known to you, 
obliged me to do. I have been pursued by two old dis¬ 
orders, a giddiness and deafness, which used to leave me in 
three or four weeks, but now have continued four months. 
Thus I am put under a necessity to write what I would 
rather have chosen to say in your Grace's presence. 

On Monday last week, toward evening, there came to 
the Deanery one Mr. Bettesworth; who, being told by the 
servants that I was gone to a friend's house, went thither 
to inquire for me, and was admitted into the street parlour. 

I left my company in the back-room, and went to him. 
He began with asking me, whether I were the author of 
certain verses, wherein he was reflected on. The singu¬ 
larity of the man in his countenance, manner, action, style 


had that effect, only that a Bill which involved serious financial loss to 
a large number of the clergy was receiving at that time favourable con¬ 
sideration, Swift was himself not affected by the measure, which con- 
eemed the tithes from flax and hemp, which were not grown in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin, but he came forward as the protagonist of 
ms brethren, and on Christmas eve in conjunction with John Grattan, 
Dan Jackson, and another friend he presented a petition against the 
objectional^ clauses, and prayed to be heard by counsel, who"appeared 
efore the House five days later. It was in connection with this appli¬ 
cation that the famous Richard Bettesworth, sericant-at-Iaw^^^^ 

Ireland for sIVeralgeneratfons hid ® 

times, and was besides a blatant nnrmm, more stirring' 

In order to lampoon him the’verTw 

testants and Fellow Christians” w I'ro- 

doubt composed, and thel ° ‘If ^orks,” ii 352) were no 

December. As Sheridan tells L («n’® 

read the lines on himself ; ' ®’ "'^en Bettesworth 

“Thus at the bar the booby Bettesworth 

mCLowI in k7nor ’ 

Calls Singleton his brother sergeant^”” ’ 
his mge for a while deprived him nf ^ 

recover^ his speech he lookout his nenl^ifr ’ 
cut off Swift's ears with it. In pursuance nf^v ^ 1 °^® he would 
Deanery, and finding ql'ft'® *'’®®‘ a 

followed him to Worrall’s hoLse, where thf .u he 

this letter took place. ’ altercation described in 
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and tone of voice, made me call to mind that I had once 
seen him, about two or three years ago, at Mr, Ludlow's 
country house. But I could not recollect his name, and of 
what calling he might be I had never heard. I therefore 
desired to know who and what he was; said, I had heard 
of some such verses, but knew no more. He then signified 
to rne, that he was a serjeant-at-law, and a member of 
Parliament. After which, he repeated the lines that con¬ 
cerned him with great emphasis; said, I was mistaken in 
one thing, for he assured me he was no booby, but owned 
himself to be a coxcomb. However, that being a point of 
controversy wherein I had no concern, I let it drop. As to 
the verses, he insisted, that by his taste, and skill in poetry, 
he was as sure I writ them as if he had seen them fall from 
my pen. But I found the chief weight of his argument lay 
upon two words that rhymed to his name, which he knew 
could come from none but me. He then told me, that since 
I would not own the verses, and that since he could not get 
satisfaction by any course of law, he would get it by his 
pen, and show the world what a man I was. 

When he began to grow over-warm and eloquent, I called 
in the gentleman of the house, from the room adjoining, 
and the Serjeant, going on with less turbulence, went away. 
He had a footman in the hall during all his talk, who was 
to have opened the door for one or more fellows, as he has 
since reported; and likewise, that he had a sharp knife in 
his pocket, ready to stab or maim me. But the master and 
mistress of the house, who knew his character, and could 
hear every word from the room they were in, had prepared 
a sufficient defence in such a case, as they afterward told 
me. He has since related, to five hundred persons of all 
ranks, above five hundred falsehoods of this conversation, 
of my fears and his own brutalities, against all probability 
as well as fact; and some of them, as I have been assured, 
even in the presence of your Gi'ace. His meanings and his 
movements were indeed peevish enough, but his words 
were not. He threatened me with nothing but his pen, yet 
owned he had no pretence to wit; ^ and indeed I am heartily 

^ According to Sheridan, who relates several passages that are not 
given in this letter, Swift acknowledged, however, that Bettesworth 
showed some wit in comparing him to his own Yahoos, and saying 
that under the protection of his gown he climbed up on a height and 
squirted filth on all mankind. 
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glad, for his own sake, that he proceeded no farther for 
the least uproar would have called his nearest neighbours, 
first to my assistance, and next to the manifest danger of 
his life, and I would not willingly have even a dog killed 
upon my account. Ever since, he has amused himself with 
declaring, in all companies, especially before Bishops and 
Lords, and members of Parliament, his resolutions for 
vengeance, and the several manners by which he will put 
it in execution. ^ 

It is only to the advice of some judicious friends that 
your Grace owes the trouble of this letter; for, though I 
may be dispirited enough by sickness and years,’ yet I have 
httle reason to apprehend any danger from that man; and 
those who seem to have most regard for my safety, are no 
more apprehensive than myself, especially such as best 
know his character; for, his very enemies, and even his 
ridiculers, who are, of the two, by far the greater number, 
allow him to be a peaceable man in all things, except his’ 
words, his rhetorical actions, his looks, and his hatred to 
the clergy; which, however, are all known, by abundance 
of experience, to be perfectly harmless, and particularly 
as to the clergy. I do not doubt but, if he will be so good 
to continue stedfast in his principles and practices, he may 
at proper junctures contribute very much to the honour 
and interests of that reverend body, as well as employ and 
improve the wit of many young gentlemen in the city the 
university, and the rest.of the kingdom. What I have said 
to your Grace is only meant as a poor endeavour to pre¬ 
serve myself in your good opinion, and in the continuance 
of your favour. I am, with the highest respect, etc. 


CMXLIV. \Original}'\ 

Lady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 


I AM extreme glad to hear you are got well again; and 
1 do assure you, it was no point of ceremony made me 
forbear writing, but the downright fear of being trouble- 


^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 
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.some.' If you have got off your cleafne.ss, that i.? a happi¬ 
ness I doubt poor Lady Suffolk will never have; for she 
does not mend, if she does not grow rather worse. But we 
ladies are famous for straining our voices upon the bad 
occasion of anger, and sure then it is hard if it is not more 
agreeable to do it for the sake of friendship. By the his¬ 
tories I hear from Ireland, Bettcsworth, in the midst of 
)’our illness, did not think your pen lay idle; but this good 
you had from it, that such a troublesome fellow made your 
friends and neighbours show they could exert themselves 
lor your sake.'' Mrs. Floyd has passed this winter rather 
better than the last; but cold weather is a great enemy of 
hers, and when you sec her, I fear you will find, that 
though the goodness of the “ composition ” will always 
hold, yet so many winters have taken the beauty of it 
entirely off. It grows now near the time, that I have hopes 
you will soon part with my Duke and Duchess. I always 
used to be her doctor; I wish you would allow me to be 
yours, and take my advice, and try how change of air 
would mend your constitution, but I fear you will not. 
However, God bless you; and adieu. 


CMXLV. [On^inal?] 

Thk DucnK.s.H OF Oui':kn.s«kruy to Swift 

London, /I/mwA 4, J 733.4. 

Dkak Sir, 

If ever lying wtis necessary, I fear it is so at jiresent, for 
no truth can furnish me with a sunkuent excuse for not 
having wrote a long while ago; therefore I have been 
strongly teinjitcd to disown having received any return to 
my letters, which I wrote to you since my return to these 
parts,* but upon more mature consideration, I have con- 

' Nearly eiKlu months had elapsed without a letter from her reach- 

ing HwHt. 

* I'lu! alluiion is to the from the residents in the Liberty of 

tl»e Cathedml tvilbrinK defend Swlit UKuinr.t any attack that Ikntes- 
worth might make tm Iitrm It wa** presented cm I'uesday) 8 January, 
prohahly a week after the interview, and about the time the letter to 
Dorset wa^ written {^* Preme Worki,” iv, 261, 265, n. 3). 

* In the British Museum, See Preface. 

* p. 39. 
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vinced myself, that it is better rather to confess my faults, 
than to give you any handle to suspect my truth for the 
future. I wish everybody was as timorous as myself, and 
then lying^ and deceit would never be so much in the 
fashion, as it has and will be for many ages past and to come. 

I remember you once told me, always to sit down to 
write when I was in good health, and good humour; they 
neither have been perfect of some time. The first has been 
interrupted by perpetual colds, and pains in my face and teeth. 
My temper, by these trying truths which I am about to tell 
you, viz. a journey to Scotland, where we have been going’ 
every week, and every day since Christmas; the uncertainty 
of which, and being consequently unsettled, is even worse 
than the thing itself. This is not all; by these means I 
have been obliged to send a little boy, who has been my 
constant companion ever since he was born, and who is not 
seven years old till next July, to school, a full year before 
It was necessary or proper. So doing, I own, has damped 
my spirits more than was reasonable, though it was his 
own desire; and that I am persuaded he is well taken care 
Gt, both by the master and his own brother, who is fond of 
him; and so would you be, if you knew him, for he has 
more sense than above half the world. The other is a fine 

healthy. I am much 
obliged to you for reproving me, that 1 did not tell you so 
before. I am in great hopes to live to see them both men- 
therefore pray advise me what I shall do with them after 
they have goi^ through the school; for I imagine just then 
difificultiest part of their education. Mr Locke 
with whom I cannot help differing in some things, makes 
full stop there; and I never heard of any other that ever 

material. ’ ^ ^ apprehend to be the most 

of of impertinence in filling two sides 

thoughts ar^lo muTeiiXVeJTn tL^TaTter 

^ The Distrest Wife.” 
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I have not seen her, I fancy, for that reason, but we shall 
leave our guineas for her with Mr. Pope, or my brother.' I 
wish you all health and prosperity. I will not wish you 
devoid of all trouble and vexation, because I think a 
moderate share is a great encouragement to good spirits • 
but may you never meet with more than is absolutely 
necessary to be pleasant. Adieu, dear Sir. If you will 
Oblige me, you must do me the justice to believe I am 

Your most faithful friend, etc. 

A(Mressed—To the Revd. Doctor Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick s, Dublin, Ireland. 


CMXLVI. 

Swift to Eaton Stannard 

j Deanery House, March 12, 1733-4. 

r Lady Howth to use the utmost 

01 that little credit I may possibly have with you, in favour 

Barber was then in “the hands of the law” in connection 
wth the publication of the poems which she had brought to London 

January,” notes the “ Gentle- 
man s Magazine for 1734, “ Mr. John Wilford was taken into custody 

to a Lady,” as were some 
-1 bookseller, Lawton Gilliver, but all ad- 

mitted to bail. These proceedings were followed by the arrest of 
hv Mrs. Barber. From a letter written a year later 

by Motte to Swift it appears that his arrest and that of Pilkington were 
due to information given by Gilliver, to whom Pilkington had sold the 
copyr^ht of the poem, but the circumstances that led to the arrest of 
Mrs. Barber are not known. During the examination of the prisoners, 
full proof IS said by Sheridan (“ Life,” p. 277) to have been obtained of 
Swift s being the author, and a messenger was on the point of being 
despatched to bring him to England, when a friend warned Sir Robert 
Walpole that the attachment of the Drapier could not be effected in 
Ireland with safety by less than ten thousand men. It was generally 
assumed that only Pilkington or Mrs. Barber could have been Swift’s 
betrayei^ and the whole kingdom of Ireland ” adjudged him to be the 
cuipnt, but in a mysterious sentence his wife exonerates him from the 
charge v Memoirs, i, 111): “ Wko was the informer I know not, both 
parties having violently accused each other, but in my soul I believe 
to him ” ^ innocent, and I am sure I have no reason to be partial 

^ In the Forster Collection, No. 556. 

“ Swift had for some years been a frequent visitor to Howth Castle, 
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of her brother, Mr. Gorges, to whom I am a perfect stranger- 
neither do I know any other lady whose commands I would 
not have disobeyed on the like occasion, being perfectly 
indifferent how Parliament elections go, unless I could have 
any hope of a majority half so honest, or a tenth part so 
able as yourself. It seems the election comes on upon 
Ihursday next. Her Ladyship called here yesterday but 
1 was abroad, and she left her desire that I would write to 
you as soon as possible. I am, with great esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

JojsTATH. Swift. 

Addressed—To Eaton Stannard, Esq. 


CMXLVII. ^^Hawkesworth^ 

Francis Grant to Swift 

Very Reverend Sir,^ '733-4. 

Though I have been long an admirer of your wit anrl 

benefit, and that you will excuse my^akinl/triiSv^to 

LppV miSTwithTh;'^ real merit 

to^promote the iubli you weight and influence 

your crntry^not ^ 

y owes not only the escaping many evils, but 

ii. 37sTand a?harbeen''nJ'enTio^^^^^ Dublin (“ Poetical Works,” 

July (supra, p. 9, n. r) ownerXf 

oidmanly designated the twenty-sixth of hici^r of Howth, 

to the title in 1727. He had married in thl fnii succeeded 

of General Richard Gore-es hv l . year a daughter 

Doll (supra, voL i, p. 32of and^thic; Pi*eceded the famous 

befori contested unsucSulk 

Kilbrew, and was anxious to obtain StannS borough near 

Parliament m favour of a petition w member of 

return. ^ lodged against Ids 

written bJ^Adi^rafve’^rLnrbut^L^'pSS been 

Grant s signature. pnnted by Hawkesworth with 
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the establishment of many valuable articles for the in¬ 
crease of their wealth and strength. Though I am not a 
native of Ireland, I have always regarded it as so con¬ 
nected with this country, that the natives of both islands 
ought mutually to study and advance the advantage of 
each other, and it is in consequence of this principle, that 
I offer to your consideration, that your countrymen should 
heartily engage in and pursue the white-herring and cod¬ 
fishing. This is a branch of trade which Providence has 
given opportunity to follow in both countries; neither can 
they prejudice one another, as there may be consumption 
for all that may be caught on both islands. There is 
nothing that would so effectually employ your poor, and 
prevent their going abroad, considering the great variety of 
trades necessary in this undertaking; it would also in¬ 
crease the consumption of your home manufactures, and 
increase the balance of your foreign trade. 

The north and north-east parts of your island He ex¬ 
ceeding well, both for the cod and herring-fishing, as will 
appear to you from their course, which is described in the 
enclosed pamphlet, if you take the trouble to look upon it; 
but encouragements are necessary to support a new under¬ 
taking in its infancy, because they are always, at the be¬ 
ginning, liable to charges and inconveniences, which dis¬ 
courage private adventurers, if not supported by the public. 
I have with great pleasure read, in the minutes of your 
Parliament, of late years, several instances of their zeal for 
their country’s good, which inclines me to believe they 
would readily receive and encourage a proposition of this 
nature, if properly introduced and recommended to them; 
and I shall reckon it a particular good fortune, if I could 
suggest what would be acceptable to you and them/ I have 
been desirous to establish and improve this valuable 
branch of commerce in Britain, for which reason I have 
applied myself to it several years last past, and examined 
it in all its shapes, from whence I flatter myself to have 

^ A committee had been appointed in November by the House of 
Commons to inquire into the state of the Irish fisheries, and had pre¬ 
sented a report entering with much detail into the various questions 
involved. Amongst its recommendations, which were afterwards em¬ 
bodied in a Bill, were regulations for trawling, for dredging for oysters, 
for the exportation of fish, and for the encouragement of partnerships 
and joint stocks in fisheries. 
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acquired a thorough knowledge in the matter; and I am 
with other gentlemen, endeavouring to obtain the necessary 
encouragements for it here, but it being late before we 
moved m our application, and appearance of a short 
session, I am afraid we shall make little progress at this time 
Not being sufficiently acquainted with your laws and 
constitutions, I cannot take upon me to say what may be 
proper encouragements in your country; yet I may freely 
venture to assert one proposition, to which every one 
must assent, that it is the interest of any nation to 
grant premiums and bounties for the encouragement of 
any one branch of trade, which, in proportion to what is 
paid by the public, and when that is paid only to its own 
subjects, brings into the kingdom ten times the value, 
f safety, advance this other proposi-- 

tion Aat no article of trade better deserves encouragt 
meat from both Britain and Ireland than the fishing do^es 
or that might be made of so great consequence S 

Ki-l * business more natural to either or the 

rStd'SptSr -oreuniversJ appSl 

thought I might' tak”th?UbS^t™troubleyou'«?S'S’ich 

Your most obedient humble servant, ’ ’ 

Francis Grant. 

miyral;rwws’’„“eM faiVT I 

subject, I shall wfa pte Z ST*'"® 

may direct for me, “merchant in London!” 

CMXLVIII. [Cp/j..'] 

Swift to Lord Castle-Durrow 

My Lord Deanery House, MarcA 22, 1733.4. 

‘ In the Forster Collection. 
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merit enough in proper time, to have the same honour in 
another^ I shall be very proud of the honour to see your 
Lordship at the Deanery at any time to-morrow, in the 
forenoon. I am, with true respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

JONATH. Swift. 


CMXLIX. [Gentletfian's Magazine?'^ 

Swift to Francis Grant 


Dublin, March 33, 1733-4. 

I RETURN you my hearty thanks for your letter, and dis¬ 
course upon the fishery. You discover, in both, a true love 
of your country, and, except your civilities to me, a very 
good judgement, good wishes to this vicious^ kingdom, and 
a perfect knowledge in the subject you treat. But you are 
more temperate than I, and consequently much wiser; for 
make me impatient, and give offence, 
which you prudently avoid. Ever since I began to think I 
was enraged at the folly of England, in suffering the Dutch 
to have almost the whole advantage of our fishery just 
under our noses. The last Lord Wemyss told me, he was 
governor of a castle in Scotland, near which the Dutch 
used to fish: he sent to them, in a civil manner, to desire 
they would send him some fish, which they brutishly re¬ 
fused; whereupon he ordered three or four cannon to be 
discharged from the castle, for their boats were in reach of 
the shot, and, ^mediately, they sent him more than he 
wanted. The Dutch are like a knot of sharpers among a 


been granted his peerage a few months before 
letter, which appears in the volume for 1762, p. in is headed 

= In other versions of this letter, which was evidently first printed 
from a draft, “ ruined” is given instead of “vicious.” ^ 

Ihe third Earl of Wemyss, to whom Swift refers, was sometime 
a representative peer of Scotland and a member of the council of 
Queen Annes consort. The only other allusion made by Swift to his 
acquaintance with him is in his annotation of “ Macky’s Characters ” 

rSt ha?d“r:vi’r 

Swift's correspondent A’ndr^^iimly 
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EFH 

■ ^,r , ^ their countryj which, however is no 

d^ectlyVtSryTlUand^^^^^ 

Dutch fishWjt'Jatt'ur'doL':"'" 

acdden°t‘tn“'s'“J“'^’ ' '“‘PP™^'! indeed by a perfect 

afrsh^l? “"<* *"= ' »™ » Teague°“ 

Of my life Sa^ifEijiS^' fe fZlor th" 

whklfHarfand opp^sskn^foJ 

very firs or second night of his arrivf f hitLn= The crS^ 
iVnL against a project of one Wood Tn 

pourdsT:\iEnrce°"%"“4" eight Thousand 
money, which was kid" befr^Th 
mannS, that They all re Wd > " 

was preserved from immediatetuin 7h 

zfir:t , ’a^d: r“ rri 

received, dnring ttvo samZe'rs^siJ oZsevM ™ari aTo Tte 

ln;Ta"„7iaZtt a^"K'Zr' ''>''' 

Ireland We are ^ ^ saints in comparison of 

not amount to two hundred thousand 

ei.Z®r1";VS’^'.“*Vr„'?fS^^^ »y»>„ fc, doubt that 

bora j. Ui«nrr^Sp.„ 3 kS?o.”a‘Sy. 8 ^ 8 *‘„^ ■•' 

. The opinion has been already exmessedth^th^' . 1 ’ i. , 

™h for .ho .uccc of the pro5.„5.i,^r?4" 'i™ “ o” 
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pounds. The few honest men among us are dead-hearted 
poor, and out of favour and power. ’ 

I talked to two or three gentlemen of this House of 
Commons, now sitting here, mentioned your scheme, showed 
how very advantageous it would be to Ireland; they agreed 
with me, but said, that if such a thing were proposed the 
members would all go out, as at a thing they had no con¬ 
cern in.' I believe the people of Lapland, or the Hottentots 
are not so miserable a people as we; for oppression, sup¬ 
ported by power, will infallibly introduce slavish principles. 
1 am afraid that, even in England, your proposal will come 
to nothing. There is not virtue enough left among man¬ 
kind. If your scheme should pass into an Act, it will 
become a job, your sanguine;'temper will cool, rogues will 
be the only gainers. Party and faction will intermingle, and 
defeat the most essential parts of the whole design. Stand¬ 
ing armies in times'of peace; projects of excise, and bribing 
elections, are all^ you are like to be employed in; not for- 
septennial Parliaments, directly against the old 
Whig principles, which always have been mine. 

. . gontleman of this kingdom, about three years ago 
joined with some others in a fishery here, in the northern 
imrts: they advanced two hundred pounds by way of trial; 
they got men from Orkney to cure their fish, who under-' 
stood It well. But the vulgar folks of Ireland are so 
lazy and so knavish, that it turned to no account, nor would 
anybody join with them; and so the matter fell, and they 
lost two thirds of their money. Oppressed beggars are 
always knaves and, I believe, there are hardly arfy other 
among us. They had rather gain a shilling by knavery, 
than five pounds by honest dealing. They lost thirty 
thousand pounds a year for ever in the time of the plague 
at Marseilles, when the Spaniards would have bought all 
eir men from Ireland; but the merchants and the weavers 

£ck Tnd InU that it was all returned 

back, and sold for a fourth part the value.’' This is our 

1720 and 1721/ ’ )' The visitation of the plague occurred in 

V * 



F 





56 CORRESPONDENCE OF [i7,»3-4 

condiUon, which you may pioaac to Ijl'!;' ™ 

merid I wish YOU good success with all tny ncail. i m- 

Xavs lovS J)od projects, but have always loutul them 
always iovea g .,,,,,1 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

I would have subscribed my name, if I had nut a vi^ry 
bad one- so I leave you to guess it If I can bn ui 4n> 
service to you in this kingdom, I shall be glad ytai will 
emolov me. 


always 
to miscarry 
intentions, 


CML. [Original}] 

Viscount Bolingbrokk to Swift 

A/'f/i I a, 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

I HAVE received yours of the i6th of hebruary 
lately; but have not yet seen the person who brou|*ht tt, 
nor am likely to see him, unless he finds me out in tny m 
treat.^ Our friend Pope is in town, and to hini I send IIuh 
letter; for he tells me, he can forward it to jam by itu? 
hands of one of our common friends. If t:an di» Mr. 

Faulkner any service, I shall certainly do it, beoaii'a* I 
shall catch at any opportunity of pleasing you; blit n\y 
help in a project of subscription will, I fear, avail him 
little. 

I live much out of the world, and I do not hlunli tu uwa, 
that I am out of fashion in it. My wife, who is oKtrtnndy 
obliged to you, for your kind remembrance of tier, aid 
who desires me to say all the fond things from h<n- in y*ni, 
which I know she thinks, enjoys a precarious healtli, i^a 4!y 
shaken, and sometimes interrupted by fits of sevart: juiiu; 
but, upon the whole, much better than it has been thcHt* 
five years. I walk down hill easily and leisurely 
except when a strong disposition to the jauiulice, tliat t 
have long carried about me, gives me a shove. I ijnard 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

"" The allusion is to George Faulkner. As appears from the tidgiitul 
in the possession of the Duke of Portland, the latter recorniiirnthi^K 
him to Oxford {supra, vol. iv, p. 389) was dated 16 February, t y 11 4 
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against it as well as I can; the censors say, not as well as 
I might Too sedentary a life hurts me. and yet I do not 
care to lead any other; for sauntering about my grounds 
IS not exercise. I say, I will be very active this summer 

and is your panacea, 

and Bathurst is younger than his sons by observing the 

same regimen. If I can keep where I am a few years 
onger, I shall be satisfied; for I have something, and not 
much to do, before I die. I know by experience one can- 
ot serve the present age. About posterity one may flatter 
oneself, and I have a mind to write to the next age. You 
have seen, I doubt not, the ethic epistles,' and though they 
go a iJttle into metaphysics, I persuade myself you both 
rh approve them. The first book being finished 

What are you doing? Good. I am sure. But of what 
kind. Pray, Mr. Dean, be a little more cautious in your 
recommendations. I took care, a year ago, to remove some 
obstacles that might have hindered the success of one of 

Jnce'rr'^lf ^ heartily repented of it 

since The fellow wants morals, and, as I hear, decency 

sometimes. You have had accounts, I presume, which will’ 

hope left of seeing you once more in this island? I often 
wish myself out of it; and shall wish so much more if iUs 
impossible de voi^ner-l know no English word to ^ay the 
same thing-with you. Adieu, dear Sir, no man living ore- 

"'“™ “<* ““O- 

I if’ (supra, p. 52, n. 1I. 

habitants against Swift’s bptmvp^ < were the in- 

appear to hive seen some 
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CMLI. \_Original}'\ 

Lord Carteret to Swift 

Jermyn Street, Afiril 13, I 734 - 

I HAD the honour of your letter, which gave me a con- 
siderable pleasure to see that I am not^ so much out of 
your thoughts, but that you can take notice of events that 
happen in my family.^ I need not say, that these alliances 
are very agreeable to me; but that they are so to my 
friends, adds much to the satisfaction I receive from them. 
They certainly enable me to contract my desires, which is 
no inconsiderable step towards being happyAs to other 
things, I go on as well as I can, and now and then observe, 
that I seem to have more friends now, than I had when I 
was in a situation to do them service. This may be a 
delusion: however, it is a pleasing one, and I have more 
reason to believe a man, now I can do him no good, than 
1 had when I could do him favours, which the greatest 
philosophers are sometimes tempted to solicit their friends 
about. 

I shall continue to serve Mrs. Barber, by recommending 
her, as occasion shall offer, where it is necessary; but you 
have done that so effectually, that nothing need be said to 
those, to whom you have said anything in her behalf. I 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ The occasion of Swift’s letter was the marriage of Carteret’s third 
daughter to the Hon. John Spencer, a younger son of the third Karl 
of Sunderland, which had taken place on 14 February. Their son 
became the first Earl Spencer. She was the daughter of Carteret com¬ 
memorated in Ambrose Philips’s namby-pamby rhymes {supra^ vol. iii, 
p. 278), and had also the misfortune to be sung by Mrs. Barber 
(‘‘ Poems,” p. 229): 

“ Hibernia early saw those seeds of worth, 

In your fair breast, which now stood nobly forth, 

Foresaw the hopes you gave, matur’d by time, 

And griev’d to yield you to a happier clime.” 

Writing at^that time the future Mrs. Delany says (“Correspond¬ 
ence, 1, 428): “ Our cousins are now growing the most considerable 
people m the kingdom.^ If their heads do not turn with it, I may say 
or them as once was said of a man that bragged he could look down 
a steep precipice without being giddy, that he had the strongest or the 
weakest head m the world.” 
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hope Dr. Delany Is, as he always used to be, cheerful in 
himself, and a^’reeable to all that know him; and that lie, 
by this time, is convinced, tliat the wtirld is not worthy of 
so much speculation as he has bestowed uiion some matters^ 
Lady Worslcy, my wife, and daughters, to wliom I liave 
shown your letter, not forgetting my mother,’** jiresent their 
humble service to you, and I desire to recommend the 
whole family, as well as myself, to the continuance of your 
favour. I am, Sir, with the greatest respect, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Carteret* 

Reverend Dr. Swift, etc., etc. 


CMLII. [Originalf} 

The Rev, Patrick Delany (to the Rev. Joiin 
WuHRAin;! 

an [1734 !. 

Dear Sir, 

Monday next is Lord Carteret’s birfchdayd The jiersons 
I intend to invite are laird and Lady Mountrath,^ I.ady 
Betty Brownlow,** and Lady Aclu?son, and the person I now 
intreat to do me the honour D) dine with me on that day 
is Mr. Doan, and I send this luenun^aruUim tti he hiing over 
his table to [irevent his forgetting, Ih’uy jiresent my humble 
service to him, and do not let him fbrget his most tdiedient, 

Ik IX 

^ In his “ Revelatimi KKuminerl with Caiulnar vul. iv, p. 407}, 

/.r*., the Countess Cranville p. 40). 

In the Forster Collection, No. ^30 

^ It is amusing to hml Delany eonsidering it net essary to eelehrate 
his patron’s birthday, which was April, anti fell that year m a 
Monday. Aeeortling to Mrs. Filkin^utm Menmirs,” in, atj), he 
excelled “in giving an elegant entertaiinnem with ease, tdieerhdiieHs, 
and an hospitality which made the etnn|>any happy.” 

\ Lord and laidy Motmtraih have lieen alteady mentitmed m fritncli 
of Chetwode voi. iv* jr */»). 

^ ” In some verses |)reHeryed by Mrs. liarber (** Poems,” p» 247) Lady 
Elizabeth Brownlow is ?iaitl to have exrelletl in piutlence and polite¬ 
ness, and Is airnmeanorated by Mrs. Barber hersdf {p. 41) m a Imauty 
who brought the world captive to her feet. 
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CMLIIL {^Sheridan^ 

Swift to Miss Hoadly 


June A,, 1734. 

Madam; 

When I lived in England, once every year I issued out 
an edict, commanding that all ladies of wit, sense, merit, 
and quality, who had an ambition to be acquainted with 
me, should make the first advances at their peril; which 
edict, you may believe, was universally obeyed. When, 
much against my will, I came to live in this kingdom, I 
published the same edict; only the harvest here being not 
altogether so plentiful, I confined myself to a smaller com¬ 
pass. This made me often wonder how you came so long 
to neglect your duty; for if you pretend ignorance, I may 
produce legal witnesses against you. 

I have heard of a judge bribed with a pig, but it was dis¬ 
covered by the squeaking, and therefore, you have been so 
politic as to send me a dead one, which can tell no tales. 
Your present of butter was made with the same design, as 
a known court practice, to grease my fist that I might 
keep silence. These are great offences, contrived on 
purpose to corrupt my integrity. And besides I apprehend 
that if I should wait on you to return my thanks, you will 
deny that the pig and butter were any advances at all on 
your side, and give out that I made them first; by which I 
may endanger the fundamental privilege that I have kept 
so many years in two kingdoms, at least make it a point of 
controversy. 


vol ^ DArchbishop Hoadly’s only child (^sufra, 
of the nalare amity between Swift and the occupants 

Seted Not o2 f been ex- 

brother of the er.'^ had the Archbishop to bear the odium of being a 

Kng himLlfanZeH? ™ England, but also 

t^o^ nimseif an obedient servant in Ireland of Walpole’s adminis- 

he expresses h Latl® Swift’s, 

i^S“SH£ r? 

proof by the erection of a nalaPe he had given good 
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However, I have two ways to be revenged: first, I will 
let ail the ladies of my acquaintance know, that you, the 
sole daughter and child of his Grace of Dublin, are so mean 
as to descend to understand housewifery, which every girl 
of this town, who can afford sixpence a month for a chair, 
would scorn to be thought to have the least knowledge in, 
and this will give you as ill a reputation, as if you had been 
caught in the fact of reading a history, or handling a needle, 
or working in a field at Tallaght. My other revenge shall 
be this; when my Lord^s gentleman delivered his message, 
after I put him some questions, he drew out a paper con¬ 
taining your directions, and in your hand: I said it pro¬ 
perly belonged to me, and, when I had read it, I put it in 
my pocket, and am ready to swear, when lawhilly called, 
that it is written in a fair hand, rightly spelt, and good 
plain sense. You now may see I have you at mercy; for, 
upon the least offence given, I will show the paper to every 
female scrawler'l meet, who will soon spread about the 
town, that your writing and spelling are ungenteel and un¬ 
fashionable, more like a parson than a lady. 

I suppose, by this time, you are willing to submit, and 
therefore, I desire you may stint me to two china bowls of 
butter a week; for my breakfast is that of a sickly man, 
rice-gruel, and I am wholly a stranger to tea and coffee, 
the companions of bread and butter. I received my third 
bowl last night, and I think my second is almost entire. I 
hope and believe my Lord Archbishop will teach his 
neighbouring tenants and farmers a little English country 
management,* * and I lay it upon you, Madam, to bring 
housewifery in fashion among our ladies, that by your ex¬ 
ample they may no longer pride themselves on their natural 
or affected ignorance. I am, with the truest respect and 
esteeem, Madam, 

Your most obedient and obliged, etc. 

I desire to present my most [humble respects] to his 
Grace and the ladies.^ 

^ The Archbishop is said, at the time of his death, to have been 
much beloved by the tenantry on the see lands, amongst whom he had 
exciied, by his example and judicious rewards, a spirit of emulation 
and a strong desire to become better farmers. 

=* The commencement of Swift’s official connection with Hoadly 
hardly promised the sending of such a message: “ Our new Archbishop 
was this day enthroned in St. Patrick's,” writes Marmaduke Coghill 
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CMLIV. [Deane Szviyi.] 

Bishop Steaknk to Swipt 

,•?, iy:vi, 

Mr. Dean, 

I HAVE a letter of 3 /our.s of a vctv lonj; datr,’ and ‘•htaild^ 
it may be, out of good manners have an.swtTtH;} it Itmir 
since; but I thought it would l>e better tti flotay the .answer 
I was then able to make to our first private meetinu;, which 
I thought might be .soon; anti fttr the- saim' reasMH that 
delayed me then, I shall put off my defenee till I have the 
pleasure of half an hour’.s private tauivtasation with you 
when I think I shall be able to ele! ir ni 3 *Kt^lf Ifi the 
heavy charges you bring against men 

And therefore, not to'take any farther notice of that let- 
ter, I shall, in answer to your last, wln‘c:h I rocrivin! hv last 
post, return you my thanks for ymir having taken fhe's.ime 
care about the sixty pounds, which at your re.ine-a 1 lent 
Joe Heaumont, whose circum.slunces at that tinn* 1 was 
pretty much a stranger to,“ as you h:ive taken aliont the 
money you lent him on the same occasion, and as this •■hall 
serve for a full discharge of all deniaruls I have on leek 

it as a favour, if yon will take „„ 
you the tiouble of disposing of that sum ot fiftv (u»nnd%’as 
an augmentation to your own charitable fuini. or to any 

oS M*d” rs“s“t" '■'•vi-a-.-.i... .1,.™ 

■“sr'Slry.i:,;!" -iis: 

^ Supra^ P* 15. 

noVoubt^be^ *’*■*'*'« 

rector of Trim. ‘ «> «tearne when hr was. 

Beaumont’s assets were not .sufficient to tlischaiK'c tib 
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I shall be proud of a visit in this inountaiiuais mmtry, 
being, notwithstanding any coolness or nusinuiersiaiuliti|*, 
that has happened between us, as nuu:h as ever* 

Your affectionate friend and servant, 

JuitN Cianutina 


CMLV. [Deane 


The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Sv^tft 

/anr 004> 

DK ARMIS ter DE ANd 

I EXPECTURE anser an da fullone aln> ut mi monito tie. 
Times a re veri de ad nota do it oras hi Hngat almi e state, 

^ The following interpretation of this Unter, whit h t tHUaiie* a 
ence to the war of the Polinh succession then in |intgreHs is ipven Sv 
Sir Walter Scott: 

“ Dear Mistkr Dkan, 

expect your answer, ami a full one, ahont loy uuniey tii day 
Times are very dead, not a doit or a shilling ut all my equate, *\ly 
receiver can as well raise a devil as a petmy. tuirse hnn, I say, lui 
prime minister. Can’t yon raise a ‘aim at a hankm s, yan Dean. Ah 
try do. You know, my dear Dean, you owe me a groat. It i'i high tfim 
to think upon it. I am an hone>a man, I say; a knaveS mv aver-aoii. 
I declare. 

A dun is at my door, tor a sum I tnve one ilamned attMiMev, a 
bum-baillie come in at his ^ ^ ^ ^,as ready as a i-ai m ut a mmi'.e,m a 
rat, I say, or a liat. 

“I am become as mute as a statue: us lean as a rake: as deaf a» 
an adder is j as heavy as an uss is: as tpieer as a ilm k : as tame as a 
laml); as dead as a door-nail is; as insipid as deail vinegar is; a 
potatoe m me. I remember I was, on a time, as (|nirli as a lira at a 
ladys belly; as meny as a filly; as full o* play as a kid; as mil o 
meny tucks as a kitten is, or a bidmon in a cap is, I write sunthe 
you nee; emPt yon write ’em? You dine a' ‘I hmsiiav at mv tiomm 
1 ve a belly lull tV meat to entertain us, lit ter anv had m 1 ms rompagr, 
You ve a stomach I may hope. Here is a bill if late; a goose, n pao 
oylucks, some tishes, as^^t pair cf sides, a pair o*^ pkoes, a puihlmg, a 
iricaK.see, a raldrit a stewing, new |ieas, new lasm-i, a lamb pm, hi Im a 
minister o state. Ayaistard is as tit a bit as a mu is. A huier m mv 
delight,^ My lK|mir is tokay, it east us a pistole a onau, I avri g; a 
1 ^btrgotix claret, as line as a ruby; tdavrsi Eitrrytim 
at a tavernk.ote*rati; iotne Cyprus; us fine t'ytlet as e%'er I iltsmk 

Pray bespeak us a supper at your limise: some itspitrimus to rat; 
some cauliflowers, a cabbage, lettuce hr a salad. Invite a lady t« ac 
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Mire se ver cannas vel res ad c villas a peni. Cursjin 
I se fora prime minis ter. Cantu res a Sum at ab an cursu 
de an. Atri do. Uno mi de arde annuo me rigro at. Itis hi 
time tot, hinc ope in it. I ania non cst manicac, ac nave is 
mi aversio ni de dare. 

Ad unis at mi do ore fora Sum io on tlamnat urnae, ab 
umbelicum in at his ars, as rodi as ac at is at amo use, ora 
rati se, orabat. 

lambicum as mutas a Statu; as laenas ara que; as m a 
fas an ad aris; as hae a vi as an assis; as quaeras a due; 
ast emas alam; as dc ad as a do orna ilis; as insipidus tie 
ad vi negaris; ora potato in me. I re meinbri vas^ o na 
time as qui casa fleat a laedis belli; as meri as a Idiili: m 
fullo pleas ac id; as fullo meretrix as ac it en is, oras ab a 
bonni na capis. I rite si miles use e, cantu ritunu lldi m 
at urse de at mi o use. I vah belli fullo meati> en ter lerniH 
fit fora nil ordinis equi page. Uva stomachi me ojus^ Here 
is ab illo fare. Ago use. A pare dux. Sum fis his, us a 
paro soles. A paro places. Apud in. Afri casei. Arabil 
astu in. Neu pes. Neu beans. Alam j)ij fit fora minin ler 


company your reverence, not a prater, not a caquetia. A grave iiuUiait 
is proper for a grave dean, and a doctor, and a school inabUtr. 


' I writ you a verse on a Molly d mine, 

As tall as a May-pole, a lady so fine, 

I never knew any so neat in mine eyes, 

A man at a glance, or a sight of her, dies; 

Dear Molly a beauty, whose face and whose nose Is 
As fair as a lily, as red as a rose is, 

A kiss 0 ’ my Molly is all my delight; 

I love her by day, and I love her by night.* 


“ If I go I must take a totum, and you must raiwat'k ymir furnre, 
except I’ve ill-luck. If I play in jest, it is for an egg at Easier. Not 
a bit fora card am I, nor a bit for a dice say I, as my gmnnyin hm 
said forty times. 

“ 1 know no news of any moment to write you ; but a Inuile h% over 
at Dantzic. In Italy and in Germany mercenaries desert Vin rvety 
day. One general is dead, a cannon bullet took his head. A 
is preparing for a sea-fight. Many sieges are U'carrying on at ihi^ 
time. 

“ My mag is as merry as an ape is. He does say, a Quaker, a t.njaker, 
a cur. He is capering in a cage made o’ sallow. A bit o' bread u 
generally his supper, or a liver of a lamb is, 

“ My service to all at home; excuse my haste. For ever imtl evrr 
yours, 


A’ Friday at ten a’clock at my study ” 


** Thomas SHEuiitAn. 
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0 state. Acu.s tardi.s ast it ul)it a.s at artis. Afri tari.s mi do 
lite. Mi liquor i.stoc ([ue, it costu.s api Stohi quarti a^verrit. 
A quarto.s ac. Marino ust; claret as lino as a rubi. tlraves. 
Lac rima Christi, l ine. Cote rotae. Sum t'yprus. A.s fine 
Sidera .sc ver Id runcat at avorno. 

Pracbc .spocus a Suporaturos. Suinmas par a }justo cat. 
Sum colli fio ures, ac ab age laotis fora Sal ad. Invita 
laedito ac cum pani ure verens, nota praetor nota emiuet. A 
grave matronis [rro per fora grave de an, an da lioctor, an 
das cole ma.s ter. 

I ritu a vturne o iva uialli t) ml 
Anta lansa me pole, a laediH h iim% 

I ne ver neu a niso ne at in tni ni is, 

A manat a glans tn’a silii ter ilus, 

De arnu) lis atnni hus iaee an hos nns is, 

Ah itn' a sal ilH, as retUias an) sis, 

An is a mi mnlli is almi de lite, 

Ilia verhi de, an ilia verhi nite. 

I figo imuH te cato turn an rluinus truns ae urt; {jen.se 
exceptive illuc. I fi pie in gostitis fora negat oas ter. 
Notabit fora cardiimt, norabil fora di so i, as tnigrsi iiuin 
has sed firrti times. 

I nono rules offa ni momento ritu buttabata illis o ver at 
Dan sic. In It:di an in (lormani merce nari es desortuin e 
vcri de. O tie goner alis do arl ao an non bnllit hue olds hae 
ad. A flc et is (irac par in fora so fito. Mo ni .Si oge.s ara 
carri in o nat liis time. 

Mi Magis as meri as an apis, Ilae tio <’s so a qnue cur 
a quae cur a cur. 1 lae is t:a|)er in in ao ago mo do .Salt. Abit 
ob re ad is genor ali his su[H:f, ora livor offa lauibis. 

Miser vi.sto alat o mo, exouso mi has to; b'ore ver ari de 
ver iire.s. 

Toma.s .Hkk ip an. 

Afri de at en ac locat mi Studij, 


CMLVI. [Ori/rinal'l 

Viscount Bolikouuokk to .Swii-t 

Frtiin my lonm, /««# ay ami /ufy 6, 1754. 

I THANK you, Mr. Dean; or, to ii.se a name to me more 
sacred, I thank you, my friend, for your letter of the 23d 
' In the British Museum. .See Preface. 
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of May, which came to me by the post/ ^ I answer it by the 
same coaveyance, and provided the lUlii^cnt inspection of 
private men’s correspondence do not stop our letters, they 
have my leave to do, what they will do without it, tu 
and read them. If they expect to fmd anythini^ which 
may do us hurt, or them g;ood, their cUHap|)ointnicivt will 
give me pleasure, in the pro]_)ortion, I shall imagine it gives 
them pain. I should have another pleasure, of higher 
relish, if our epistles were to be perused by perstjus of 
higher rank, and who knows, considering the mighty im¬ 
portance we are ol^ whether that may not happen? IIow 
would these persons stare to see sucli a thing as sincere 
cordial friendship subsist inviaktte, and grow ancl strengthen 
from year to year, in spite of distance, absence, ancl mutual 
inutility! 

But enough on this. Let us turn to other subjects, I 
have read, in the Golden Verses of Pythagoras, or in some 
other collection of wise apophthc^gms of the ancicuits, that 
a man of business may talk of [)hilosoj)hy, a man who has 
none ma}^ practise it, What do ytai think of this^ maxim? 
Is it exact? I have a strange distrust of maxims. We 
make as many observations as our timci, our knowledge^ 
and the other means we have, give us the: o|)portunity ol 
making on a physical matter. We fmd that they al| cor¬ 
respond, and that one general proposition may be allirmed 
as the result of them. This v/q affirm, and in con.soqiumce 
this becomes a maxim among our followers, if have 
any. Thus the King of Siam affirmed, tliat water was 
always in a fluid state; and I doubt not but the tala- 
poins—do they not call them so?~held this maxim. 
Neither he or they, had ever climbed the neighl^nuring 
mountains of Ava; their observations were confmcHl in the 
burning climate they inhabited. It is much the same in 
moral maxims, founded on observations of the eomiuct of 
men; for there are other moral maxims of univer.sal truth, 
as there are moral duties of eternal obligation. We sec 
what the conduct is, and we guess what the motives arc, 
of great numbers of men. But then we sec often at loo 
great a distance, or through a faulty medium; we gticHs 
with much uncertainty from a thousand reasons concerning 
a thing as various as changing, as incon,sistent as the heart 
of man; and even when we see right, and guess riglit, we 
^ An answer to Bolingbroke^s letter of iz April. 
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onr maxims mi a small mtmlrr r.f uti aa vatimi- 
ev atv comi.aralivmly. limv mmu-ruir. M.rvrr tlun 
token b>- themselves whidi m.r uwn ur,- ami mu 
caimti-v ehiellv have pi-esentetl tn us, 

■Jou and' I have kmnvn mie man m i.urtHuhu. u u. 
-rpctt'd business lu: often hindered, and nmei did. win* 
ad the honour umon^f some, and the Idame .itnou}'otliri 
~ brin.-imr about ^ji’cat revuUuions in Ins own eimiitt). .md 
I the general affairs of Euroiit;, siwl wlio was, at She saitn 
nc ui idlest creature living: who is never .nor, 
Sms than in expressing, when that vv.is the theme o 
iJday.his indifference to lunver and luseontempt ol \vh.U 
■e call honours, such as titles, ribbons, etc., who shouhl, b* 
ave been consistent, have had tlus mdiheiviue, ami h.tv, 
dt this contempt, since he knew neither iiow b. m-e imwrr. 
or how to wear honours, ami yet who w.e. je-uom. oi om , 
nd fond of the other, even to ridiem.. I he. , liaiai te> 
sens singular enoui-h. and yet I h.ive ..main .oinr m 
embUtm it very much in and main v%uaA lila 

in the Htroni^cHt markn il Imre. lei m- 

hat some Rochefuucauht ur otlmr, *Aitnn .nitlnaittaiMiiui ai 
anx), .should discover a multitude nl simitar imdaners mm 
lot stumlde mion any one roiniitnanl; yoii and I 'aiMUld 
lot, however, receive tor a inaKiin, lliai he wjio allot I- 
>usineHS, never does it; imr tins* that he wim tuinir^ ahmil 
^•reat revolutions, is always idlr*, ma tin a that Iu' 
ixpresses indiherence tu power, am! i'nutrmpt ol homans. 
s jealt)us of one, ami Idnd of tlie ntlirr * 

Proceed we now, dear iJoctiir, to apfdii aiion, A man in 
business, uiul a man who is out of it, may mpialiy laik of 
:>hiloso|)hy; that is certain* i he ja whrihrr IIU' 

xan in business may iu>i practise it, 4s well as the mar 
jut of business? I think he may, in iht's sense, as easily, 
but sure 1 am, he may, in tins sense, as UMduHv'. ti IomI. 
into the world, our part of it I nnsm, we shall tmd, I hrhrve, 
few j:)hihastjj)hers in liusinessasr out ot Inisiuess, I hr |.prates! 
part of the rntm I have *a-en in {neanrs^i, peihaps all 
them, have been far frenn actini!; |4n|osn|4is^ al {uiti 
ciples, that is, on |>rineij>les of reasrm and vnluiA that the) 
have not acletl even on the Inyjiea pumiplrs ul viee, I 
have not known a man of real amliilion; a mail who %u ri 
ficcd all his passions, or madi* iititm all snhseivkmi io that 
^ /.e, llic lira I'.ail el tfitlVird 
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one; but I have known many, whose vanity and whose 
avarice mimicked ambition. The greatest part of the men 
I have seen out of business, have been so far from practis¬ 
ing philosophy, that they have lived in the world arrant 
triflers; or, retiring from it, have fallen into stupid indol¬ 
ence, and deserved such an inscription as Seneca mentions, 
in one of his letters to Lucilius, to have been put over the 
door of one Vatia, Hie situs est Vatia} But, for all this, 

I think that a man in business may practise philosophy as 
austerely to himself, and more beneficially to mankind, 
than a man out of it. The Stoics were an affected, pedantical 
sect; but I have always approved that rule of the Portujue^ 
that a philosopher was not to except himself from the 
duties of society, neither in the community to which he 
particularly belonged, nor in the great community of mari- 
kind. Mencius and his master Confucius, were strange 
metaphysicians, but they were good moralists, and they 
divided their doctrines into three parts; the duties of a 
man, as an individual, as a member of a family, and as a 
member of a State. In short, a man may be, many men 
have been,and some, I believe, are philosophers in business; 
he that can be so out of it, can be so in it. 

But it is impossible to talk so much of philc)so[)hy, and 
forget to speak of Pope. He is actually rambling from one 
friend’s house to another. He is now at Cirencester; he 
came thither from my Lord Cobham’s; he came to my 
Lord Cobham’s from Mr. Dormer’s; to Mr. Dormer’.s from 
London; to London from Chiswick; to Chiswick from my 
farm; to my farm from his own garden; and he goes .soon 
from Lord Bathurst’s to Lord Peterborough’s; after which, 
he returns to my farm again. The demon of verse sticks 
close to him. He has been imitating the satire of Horace, 
which begins Ambubaiaruni collegiaphar 7 nacopoloe^(eXiz.,\\.\\<\ 
has chose rather to weaken the images, than to hurt chaste 
ears overmuch. lie has sent it me; but I shall keep his 
secret as he desires, and shall not, I think, return him the 
copy; for the rogue has fixed a ridicule upon me, which 
some events of my life would seem perhaps to justify him 
in doing." I am glad you approve his moral essays. “They 

^ “Nunquam aliter banc villam Vatia vivo praeteribam, quam ut 
clicerem, Vatia hie siitis esV^ (“Senecae Opera a Lipsio,” 4th ed., 
P* 475 )- 

The translation, which was subsequently published, was entitled 
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will do more good than the sermons and writings of some 
who had a mind to find great fault with them, and if the 
doctrines taught, hinted at, and implied in them, and the 
trains of consequences deducible from these doctrines, were 
to be disputed in prose, I think he would have no reason to 
apprehend either the freethinkers on one hand, or the nar¬ 
row dogmatists on the other. Some very few things may be 
expressed a little hardly; but none are, I believe, unintel¬ 
ligible, I will let him know your complaints of his silence; 
which I wonder at the more, because he has often spoke in 
such a manner, as made me conclude you heard from him 
pretty regularly. Your compliments shall be paid likewise 
to the other friends you mention. 

You complain of the vast alteration which the last seven 
years have made in you; and do you believe, that they have 
not made proportionable alterations in us? Satisfy yourself 
they have. We all go the same road, and keep much the 
same stages. Let this consideration, therefore, not hinder 
you from coming among us. You shall ride, walk, trifle, 
meddle, chide, and be as ill-bred as you please; and the 
indulgence you receive on these heads you shall return on 
these or others. Adieu. 

I will speak to you about books next time 1 write, if I 
can recollect what I intended to say upon a passage in your 
letter; or if anything else, worth saying, comes into my 
head. Adieu, m}^ friend. 


CMLVII. IDeane Szvift:\ 

The Earl of Oxford to Swift 

Dover Street, August 8, 1734, 

Good Mr. Dean, 

It is now so long since I have troubled you with a letter, 
that I am almost quite ashamed to do it now;^ but the 
truth of the case is this, I cannot be longer easy any farther 
to defer my making my due acknowledgements to you in 

“ Sober Advice from Horace, imitated from his Second Sermon,” In 
writing to Caryll, Pope disclaimed the authorship, and said that he 
would think it a very indecent sermon after the “Essay on Man” 
(Pope’s “ Works,” vi, 353). o ^ 

^ Four years had elapsed since Oxford last wrote to Swift {supra^ 
vol. iv, p* 159)- 
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the best manner I can, for the many kind remembrances I 
have received from under your own hand, and your oblig¬ 
ing notice of me in your letters to Mr. Pope, etc. It was an 
extreme great pleasure to me to find that I still maintained 
a share in your thoughts, tluit I was still worthy to receive 
your commands.^ I did my best, I did all that lay in my 
power,to obey them; I wish there had been better succes.s. 

I assure you this, that there is no person, I speak without 
excepting one, whose commands I would more readily 
obey than yours; I hope you will be so good as to indulge 
me, and make use of your power often. I value myself not 
a little upon this scoi-e, and you see here how easy it is for 
you to make one happy, which is more than can be said 
of-. 

I shall now take the liberty to talk to you a little upon 
family affairs, and my encouragement to do it proceeds 
from this, that ever since I have been so fortunate to be 
acquainted with you, you have in the kindest manner always 
taken part in whatever fortune befell me or my family. 
Indulge, therefore, the fondness of a father, to detain you 
so long, as to give a sincere friend some account of the 
completing a great work, the disposal of an only daughter 
in marriage, and in these times." The whole affair was con¬ 
ducted with as much care and consideration as we wer(* 
capable of. When we looked over and weighed the many 
offers that had been proposed to us, and what .sort of 
creatures they were composed of, this person we have now 
chosen had the fairest and most unexceptionable character, 
and as his composition is the most unlike the generality of 
the young gentlemen of this age, which you will think was 
no small ingredient toward our approbation of him. As 
I hope and long much to .see you in England, I believe 
when you see the Duke you will be pleased with him, and 
you will not disapprove of our choice; as he is free from 
the prevailing qualifications of the present set of young 
people of quality, such as gaming, sharping, pilfering, lying, 
etc., etc,, so on the contrary, he is endowed with qualifica¬ 
tions they are strangers to, such as justice, honour, excellent 

^ Le., in regard to the Irish appeals to the British House of LortE 
{supra, vol. iv, pp. 372, 396), 

The ceremony had taken place a few weeks before, and the I .atly 
Marget of Swift’s letters had become the wife of William XierUinck, 
second Duke of Portland, the grandson of William Ill’s friend. 
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temper both of mind and body, affability, living well with 
his own family; and the manner in which he proposed him¬ 
self was what became a gentleman and a man of honour. 
Thus you see I have given you a long account of this affair, 
and the reasons which induced us to consent to this match. 
I flatter myself that you will not be displeased with the 
account I have given you of the gentleman to whom we 
have given our daughter.^ 

My wife and my daughter desire your acceptance of their 
humble service, with many wishes for the enjoyment of 
your health, and would be very glad to see you over here. 
Mr. Pope has been upon the ramble above these two months: 
he is now with my Lord Peterborough, near Southampton, 
where he proposes to stay some time. This morning died 
Willis, Bishop of Winchester;^ and is to be succeeded by 
Hoadly, and farther I cannot say. Pray, has Mr. Jebb got 
any preferment? I was very glad to hear that he had a 
share in your good opinion:^ I hope he has done nothing 
to forfeit it What has prevented Mr. Faulkner from send¬ 
ing over your Works? He promised to send them over the 
end of last May at the farthest.^ I am, with true regard 
and esteem, Sir, 

Your most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

Oxford. 


CMLVIIL \Deane Swift:\ 


SiR,^ 


Lady Howth to Swift 

Kilfane, near Kilkenny, August 15 , 1734* 


To show you how much I covet your correspondence I 
would not even give myself time to rest; for gratitude 

^ The Correspondence of Mrs. Delany, who was an intimate 
of the Duchess and addressed her autobiography to her shows that 
Lord Oxford’s confidence in the Duke was not misplaced, its pages 
resound the praises of “ Sweet William” and the ^ Duchess of all the 
Duchesses,” who were to their fripds “ the quintessence of good¬ 
nature,” and bear proof to the happiness their mamed ie._ 

^ Richard Willis, who had been chaplain to William III, and 
enjoyed much fame as a preacher. 

Supra^ vol, iv, p. 437- 

•’ ISe, a?ancestral home of one of the 
the Union debates, Charles Kendal Bushe, afterwards Chief Justice 

V ® 
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obliges me to return you thanks for all your favours, in 
particular your last, which quite cured me of my cold. I 
can as yet give you no account of this country, but ^ 

have been mightily hurried, .settling my little family. We 
all got safe here on Monday night; ‘ and this day wa.s the 
fair of Bennet’s Bridge,'" where I had two gentlemen on pur¬ 
pose to look out fora pad for you, but there was not one to 
be got; but if there be any such thing to be had as a good 
trotter, such a one as I know you like, I will have it. I do 
not know whether you will be as free in writing as you are 
in speaking; but I am sure, were I at your elbow wheii 
you read this, you would bid me go to a writing school atu 
a spelling-book. My Lord joins me in begging you will 
accept of our best wi.shes; and I hope you will believe me 
to be, what I really am. 

Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 

Lucy Howth. 


CMLIX. {Deane 

THE Rev. Thomas .Shekihan to Swikt 

August if), i7.>h 

Dr Day Ann," 

Eye mash aimed off knott wry tin two yew bee four Butt 
may knee bees knees sees hind red sow Inn trick Kate Eyt; 

of Ireland, had been taken temporarily for the purposes of siiort liy 
Lord I-lowth {supra, p. 59, n. 3). The Chief Justice’s great-grand 
father had died a few years before, and had been succeeded by his 
grandson. 

^ The I2l:h. ^ ^ 

Bennet’s Bridge is situated on the river Nore between Ivilkenny 
and Kilfane. The latter lies about ten miles to the south of tha city. 
In Ireland the 15th of August, Lady Day, is a great holiday, and om 
on which many fairs are held. 

“ Dear Dean, Vm ashamed of not writing to you before, but many 
businesses hindered, so intricate I could not Your inclination I know 
towards your friends to be otherwise, Have you spoke any praponal to 
Doctor Coxcomb, I mean Whitcombe, about the deanery of Kiimore 
as yet? If you have, write to the Reverend Doctor Sheridan, in Cantk 
Hamilton near Killesandra, in the county Cavan. I am a-going to Ikd 
turbet to meet the tenants of Drumlane to receive money, but I fear I 
shall meet a parcel of empty pockets. Captain Hamilton, Madam 
Hamilton and I were a boating, and dined in a gazebo upon a ikihIv 
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cud knot. Ewer Ink ly nation Eye no two wards ewer fry 
ends Toby o ther wise. Hal view Spoak a knee Prop hose 
awl too Dock tore Cocks cymb Eye may Arin White comb 
a bout they Dean a wry off Kill mower a shit. I few heave, 
right two Their ever end Dock tore She rid Ann Inn cast 
ell Ham ill tunn knee are Kill ice and draw inn they Count 
eye Caw van. Eye a mag owing two Bell turbet two meet 
they ten Ants off Drum lean too race heave mow knee butt 
Eye fare Ice hall me taw a par cell off M T Pock heats. 
Cap tinn Ham ill tunn mad dumb Ham ill tunn Ann dye 
ware a beau thin, Anne dye Ned inn a gaze ay beau a pun 
a past Eye maid off [Venn] ay Sun. Oui mun See your Ann 
very tea—Cant you right all a mode a France hay? 

The upper part of this letter must be read by my mis¬ 
tress ^ to you, who has a key for it, I mean her tongue; but 
you must have patience with her, for she cannot see well 
without spectacles; and when she has them on she cannot 
read well; and when she does read, she cannot speak well, 
as having an impediment in her speech, which was occa¬ 
sioned by a fright in the nursery. A little before I go to 
Dublin I intend to kill a buck, and send you some of it. 
Mr. Hamilton has promised me that favour. He has the 
best and fattest venison I ever tasted; and the finest boat, 
and the finest situation, and the finest house, and the finest 
hall, and the finest wife and children, and the finest way of 
living, I ever met. You live in Dublin among a parcel 01 


made of venison. Otii^ Monsieur^ en verite. Can’t you write a la mode 

As his last letter has shown {supra, p. 73) Sheridan was feeling 
severely scholastic rivalry in Dublin. About the time Carteret left Ire- 

land he had effected an exchange of his Cork living for one nearer 
Dublin, Dunboyne in the diocese of Meath, and now sought to ohUm 
by the influence of Lord George Sackville’s tutor vol iv p^ 

some benefit from the removes occasioned by filling a vacant deaimry. 
Castle Hamilton, where Sheridan was staying, was then Joy ^ 

member of the Cecil family. It had been the seat of Sir Francis 
Hamilton {supra, vol. iii, p. 21 , n. 4 ), and Sheridan s fnend ^^d ^uc- 
ceeded to it as son of Sir Francis’s sister, on the death of his aunt, 
which occurred soon after her second marriage, and had taken the 
name of Hamilton in compliance with his uncles will. ^herMans 
stav at Castle Hamilton may have had connection with a scheme to 
Sn Ms appointment as master of a school of royal foundation in 
the town of van. Before leaving Ireland in the previous May 
Duke of Dorset had been asked to allow Sheridan to exchange is 
living for it and subsequently did so. 

’■ I.e., Mrs. Brent. 
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rabble; I live at Castle Hamilton ainon^ gentlemen and 
ladies. You live upon chaffed mutton; I live upon veiuson. 
You drink Benicarlo wine; I drink riglit French inargoux, 
You hear nothing but noise; with ravishing music my cans 
are delighted. If you were here, you would never go back 
again. I fancy that I never .shall, and that I sliall be able 
soon to keep my coach, and bring you down into this 
elysium, which is both my taste and my choice. 

Potivoir choisir^ et choisir k meiikur, ce sonf deux 
tages qii^a le bon go^t Cost done un des plus grands dons du 
del ditre. ni hojnme de bon choix. And to give yoix a sample 
of my good choice, I choose to end with tliis l^'rench 
maxim, having no more to write, but my love to my mis¬ 
tress, and service to all friends. Eye am ewers * to the clay 
of judgement, 

Thomas Shkhioan. 


CMLX. [Original^] 

Swift to the Earl of Oxford 

Dublin, Auifuxi 1734. 

My Lord, 

You have but a little time to be troubled witli me or iny 
letters, for my health is much diminished uiul my yenrs 
increased, but in the meaiiwhile I expect ymir (uvour :uk1 
remembrance, because I have an hereditary right and a 
long possession. I have some very kind letters Ity me 
from my Lord your father to prove my title, and I do not 
want one or two from your lady to confirm it furtlier; ' 
all which I am ready to produce, if ever you should ofier 
to dispute the point in a court of law or equity, not to 
mention others under your own hand. 

I am rejoiced to hear that your Lordship hath got over 
one principal business, to dispose of my Lady Margaret 
so much to your satisfaction.* 1 knew the Dukc’.s father, 

^ I am yours. 

^ In the possession of the Duke of Portland. Su/im, vol. ii, p. i 6 o, 

i, \ Correspondence now comprises only three letter.s from the 
first Earl of Oxford, and none from the wife of the second Pkui of 
Oxford. 

^ Supra^ p, 80 . 
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fn he T very in.iu* l^ut 

Lppeared to uc ^ . nltnisr all v^niv inriHh^ 

Z expensive; n»'i ' j„ie,v, •,;...i 

the fveUK'n ^ . ... „ 

’S i“:s;/ufw;s thu, .ei.*.... v-«u i;|u; > ■ 

”"T-*T'S dte.v<™l i fuHy uml HluuuUully 

Tbb\^X ISoUbTe ... ..r tlu. A,. l.bbl...,. ..r 

in^Igood inefemreut iu U.e "'V'''"'i;V;; 

lom, Shore the : ..u.iih-ur.i 

red pounds a yuar. He is a v ^ 

eman, very modest, and i lu uoh iln* 

ist him. He is prudent (mnuu'h tf t-anply wnij in 

3 ', which I know not h<nv lu* vintUi well 
tuc too tran.scendent tor th'i'‘Hto; . t 

marks of vi<>lcftCO in *dtiUsrs^ 

^ to the printer, all he has done or «dl ♦!*' >J> 
er is atiainst my will. Neither h.ive 1 m.um hh-. uh 
rurther withhimTuu. to let him know that ,I he ;■ muid 
ish anything offonsivo or imvvoith\ , a » inin?» » 

, o»u» to re-,.out it. lAirthur 1 e,.ul,l u.u I... .«..her 
tors nor booksellers hiive any in’.»i«-i t.v !«■»•■ .«■. m I -n 
The man is very submissive, and i have »•> iMintiy 
patience. Me hath potten sevei.d t opies limn my 
ids, which I suffered tltem several yr.us 
I am forced to be passive m what ts <h»ne with »«»«* 
^ondon the things t‘«'i'ilt«d h' »«* '‘t'’ "* the iMpds mI 
jrent proprietors, else I eould have pieventril lhj< tii 
I have put the man under wnne difhniitie'. hj,- i-idn 
certain thinj^s to be .stniek mu atter tln-y wr«e ptinlrd, 
ch some friends had uiven him. This h.Uh del.,Ke.i he. 
k, and as I hear, i|iveii him mm h ti*>ni»h* and uUninliy 
idjust. Farther I know not, lor tlie wh«4e aflaii e» »* 
at vexation to me. 

am clad to hear Mr. I’tipe is p,rfuvn a rainhSe!', iw* atj'se 
ope it will be for his health, ! fear he hath quite Un 
en me, for I have not heard from him many mmUh ■ 
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His time hath indeed been better employed in his Moral 
Poems, which excel in their kind and may be very useful. 
In his last translation of Horace,^ I could willingly have 
excused his placing me not in that light which I would 
appear, and others are of my opinion, but it gives me not 
the least offence, because I am sure he had not the least 
ill intention, and how much I have always loved him, the 
world as well as your Lordship is convinced. 

Nothing in so wretched and enslaved a nation as this 
can be worth entertaining your Lordship with. It is a 
mass of beggars, thieve.s, oppressors, fools, and knaves. 
All employments are in the hands of the kingdom’s 
greatest enemies. In this great city nine tenths of the 
inhabitants are beggars; the chief streets half rninous or 
desolate. It is dangerous to walk the streets for fear of 
houses falling on our heads, and it is the same in every 
city and town through the island. You have twenty mer¬ 
chants in London, who could each of them purchase t>ur 
whole cash. Two of our chief bankers have broke for near 
two hundred thousand pounds, and others arc leaving off 
their business. Yet this town is a paradise compared to 
every part of the country, except some northern parts, 
supported by the linen trade, which however is decaying 
fast by the knavery of the dealers. Yet 1 must be content 
to die among such a people, with whom it may however 
be said it is better to die than live. But what is all this to 
your Lordship or to England? It is a great deal to the 
latter, for your wealth is completed by your tyranny and 
oppression here. You see my old murmurings arc not yet 
ceased, but it is the same thing as if they were, because I 
am now grown desperate, and have nothing to do but rail 
with a very few friends in a safe corner of the house.” 

^ The Imitation of the Second Satire of the Second Ik)ok addressed 
to Bethel [stipmy voL iv, p. 426), 

^ “ In his “Essay on Society in Georgian Dublin^’ (“The (rcorgian 
Society Records,” iii, 2) Dr. Mahaffy has collected evidence to show 
that Swift drew an exaggerated picture of the poverty and stagnation 
in Ireland at that period, and controverts the conclusion of inodern 
writers that “the Irish peasantry were in such a state of penury and 
destitution as could not be paralleled throughout Europe.” It may be 
remarked here that contemporary opinion was not unanimous upon 
two of the poiirts touched upon by Swift in this letter, the cause of the 
failure of the banks, and the condition of the linen manufacture. It is 
said by Boulter (“ Letters,” ii, 92) that the closing of the banks was .solely 
due to the rapacity and extravagance of their owners, and it is assumed 
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Pardon all this impertinence, my good Lord, and so I 
conclude with my most humble respects to my Lady Ox¬ 
ford, arid the young happy Duke and Duchess, foi I may 
be so free with his Grace, since his being incorporated into 
your family. I am, with the truest respect and gratitude, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most obliged humble 

J. SWIFT. 

Addressed—To the Right Honourable the Earl of Oxford, 

in Dover Street, London. 


CMLXI. \_Sheridan:\ 

Swift to the Duke of Chandos 

Augusts^, 1734* 

My Lord," ^ i 

Although I have long had the honour to be an humble 
servant to your Grace, yet I do not remember to have ever 
written you a letter, at least since her Majesty s death For 
this reason, your Grace will reasonably wonder to hnd a 
man wholly forgotten begin a commerce by making a 
request: for which I can offer no other excuse, than that 
frequent application has been made to me, by many learned 
and worthy persons of this city and kingdom, who having 
heard that I was not unknown to you, seldom failed any 
opportunity of pressing me to solicit your Grace, of whose 
generous nature fame has well informed them, to make a 
oresent of those ancient records, in paper or paichment, 
which relate to this kingdom, that were formerly collected, 
as we have heard, by the late Earl of Clarendon, during 

S Sase and extension of the linen manufacture was a fact not 

Vhis^'ktterto^which the Duke of Chandos {suira, voL iii, p. 23 , 
n. i) sent no reply, gave origin to the lines beginning. 

“ James Brydges and the Dean had 1°*!? ’ 

,Le. i. beduW i of cou«. thou “^, 5 ,,,, 83 , 
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his government here, and are now in your Grace’s pos¬ 
session.^ They can be of no ii.se in England, and the sight 
of them will be of little value to foreign virtuosi; and they 
naturally belong to this poor kingdom. 

I could wish they were of great intrinsic value, so a.s to 
be sold on the Exchange for a thousand pounds, because 
you would then part with them at the first hint, merely to 
gratify your darling passion of generosity and munificence; 
and yet, since they are only valuable in the place of their 
birth, like the rest of our natives, I hope you will be pre¬ 
vailed on to part with them, at the humble request of many 
very de.serving persons in this city and University, in I'eturn 
for which bounty, the memory of it shall be preserved in 
that honourable manner, which so generous a patron of 
learning as your Gi'ace will be certainly pleased with, and 
at their request alone, I desire your compliance, without 
the least mention of myself as any way instrumental. I 
entreat your Grace’s pardon for this interruption, and re¬ 
main, with the greatest respect, my Lord, your Gnace's, 
etc. 


CMLXII. \JDeane 


Sir, 


Mrs. Pendarves to Swift 

Little Brook Street, September I734" 


_ I FIND your correspondence is like the singing of the 
nightingale. No bird sings so sweetly, but the plea.su rc i.s 
quickly past; a month or two of harmony, and then wc 
lose It till next spring. I wish your favours may a.s cer- 
tamly return lam at this time, not only deprived of your 
letteis, but of all other means of inquiring after your health, 
your friends and my correspondents being dispersed to 
then summer quarters, and know as little of you as I clo. 
I have not forgot one mortifying article on this occasion’, 
and if your design in neglecting me was to humble me, it 
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taken cfiect. Could I finil out Iho htnu- rt- 

vemred I would inoHt certainly put it in cKcculmiu hut I 
have only the tualice of an neiFoitci! wiunmn 

^^4thout the power of i;ettirrnn|| d* 

The last letter I writ t«> you wa^» Iimio idoui ONteri about 
a twelvemonth atCo;* utter that l^wenl to honitleat tc) lU}" 
I acly Weymouth; came to town in January, wlnuv I have 
remained ever since, oKcept a few wrck^ I spent at Sir 
Tohn StanleySvat Northend, the Frlvdle oi this part o( 
the world;^ I hope NabodCs Vineyard fiounshes: it always 
has niy p[ood wishes, thou|^li I am mU neat eniuipjt ti> P*tr«* 
take of its fruits, I'he town is mnv empty, anciTty most 
people, called dull; to nu* it is .iiirvvMvJnr 1 have 
most of my particular fritsuls in tmvn, anti my suianllutnis 
acquaintance I can very well spar«% My land C ailt*ret in 
at Haynes: my Lady Carteret is in town, nursuuj m\ Lady 
Dvsart, who is brouftht to bet! of a very tine smi, and in 
hopes of my Lady WeymtnithL beiny sutm nmler the same 
circumstance;- I have not setm my laud llatbm-4 siip* t 
was at his house m (douct^stershiie, tlml is a misttnel I 
believe yt)U have produced, for as tony, a^ I coulil i^ntertain 
him witlt an account of his friiSHl the Fean, he was fthid to 
see me, but lately we Itave laten preat »4nmyin‘s. 

Mrs. Donnellan soinetimes 1*4110. at malany; a winter*^ 
visit to Dublin, and has vaiuty enMuyJi to thiidyyrni are om* 
of those that will treat her kindly ; her lam to jiU' will be 
irreparable,beside the mtnliflration it u il! lie to me to have* 
her go to a place where I ^dr^n!i! so yladly accMtupany her. 
I know she will be just and tidl the rrasmr^* why I rsudd 
not, this year, lake such a proepeH%. ^After Jiaviny, tormnl 
myself into your annparty, it Will be inijierlineni to maktt 
you a longer visit, iuvd destre*v t!ie mieniton of it ; vvliieli 
was only to assure you tjf my being. Sir, 

Your most faithful and rddiged hmiible servant, 

VI»Aeve's.. 


^ Supm^ p, 33, 

There has been alreuth leienniirr nislu'nmitc Mo*. uncle 

in the capacity of scc'irUuy tu the tnikr ui saioov'-auny vok li. 

p. 67), .Mis “ddirjhtlul vtlia ” iu\u I-ufk.uu e* nripiryily nuiitumcd 
m Mrs, Ddany’s t'onfsptuulcm r. 

’’ The Bon to whmu Lauly Csmrrri's cklr'a ikiii^d'Uef luul given Ihrth 
siicceedcal her hushantl in his litlts IDr |«air*wed her rjiam|de, 

and on 13 Hepiemher presented hei" lurdfaiHl wall a atid heir. 










90 


CORRESPONDENCE OF 


'734 


CMLXIII. lEhvin:\ 

Alexander Pope and Viscount BoLiNciiUOKE 
TO Swift 

Pope 

. Si - pli ' inhi'v t^, 1734. 

I HAVE ever thought you as sensible as any man I Icnew, 
of all the delicacies of friendship, and yet I ft;:u*, from 
what Lord Bolingbroke tells me yarn saitl in your last 
letter, that you dicl not quite understand tbe reason of my 
late silence.' I assure you it proceeded wholly fri»in the 
tender kindness I bear you. When the heart is full, it is 
angry at all words that cannot come iq) to it, and yon are 
now the man in all the world I am most troubhal to write 
to, for you are the friend I have left wliora I am most 
grieved about. Death has not done worse to me in .seiair- 
ating poor Gay, or any other, than disease ;uul ahsenct! in 
dividing us. I am afraid to know how yon do, sinee most 
accounts I have give me pain for yon, and 1 am unwilling 
to tell you the condition of my own health. 1 f it were ipinti, 
I would see you; and yet if I found you in tliat very con¬ 
dition of deafness, which made yon fly from us wlvile wi; 
were together, what comfort could we derivt; from it? In 
writing often I should find great relief, could write 
freely; and yet when I have done so, you seem by not an¬ 
swering in a very long time, to feel either the same uneasi¬ 
ness I do, or to abstain from some prudential rea.son. 

Yet I am sure, nothing that you and I would .say to each 
other, though our whole souls were to be laifl open to the 
ckrks of the post-office, could hurt either of u.s .so much, in 
the opinion of an honest man or good .subject, a.s the inter- 
v^ing, officious impertinence of those goers between us, 
who in England pretend to intimacies with you, and in fre- 
land to intimacies with me. I cannot but receive any that 
call upon me in your name, and in truth they take it in 
vain too often \ take all opportunities of justifying you 
against these friends, especially tho.se who knew all wni 
think and write, and repeat your .slighter verse.s.” It is 

">■ 
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.renerally on nnch little si-rapH tl.at wiilin;'..: feed, ;md it is 
hard the world .should jud|;e -d •;»>■ h.nisrkrfiMnr. tru,n 

what we niiHI <Hil to the iltnyf. yet Uu-. e. Mjtro the eon'-f. 

qucnce. lUit the>' treat you -tiU tlu-ir .nvn 

ivith vour.s, print them to get money, mul lay them .it your 


This I am .salisficti was tint rasr \n tiu.* Kjti%tlr iua Laily, 
It wa.s iust the .same hanti, if I liave.iiiy Judy.ement in style, 
which pnntocl yiHIr I Jfc autl t iianii’trr lHiurc%whHti you 
so stroimiy (H.savuwcHl in your lolUns tt^ i »ord C, ariurul, 
myself*^ arul others. I was very well iutVaiiied ttr another 
fact which convinced me yet more; the -..ime persim wlju 
gave this to be iirinled, ollered_ to a In .ok-.ellm- a ineee m 
prose as yours, aval as eunuiiii^‘sieine*t Ijv whith has 
since appeared and l^eert tavneil lie hi*. I thiuk, I 

say once more, that 1 know your hamk tlaaiKh yon did not 
mine in the Ivssay on Man/ 1 he^ ytair ihiniun Itu' intt 
telling you, as I should, had yon lieeii in iMipJand; Init no 
secret can cross your Irisli .sea, and every i leik in the |«ost 
office had known it. I faney, yrm !ie4 MghI rue 

in the first of those Ivssays, J*eu •'‘‘aw ini'* in the Netond. IJie 
design of coneerdin[t myself wa'^* yoiak and had its fid! 
effect I was thought a%livim\ a pliilosMjiher, and what 
not, and my doctrine had a naneiiem I irould iioi have |.pvrti 
to it Whether I can |jnKT*ed in the ^..aine graviMuandi like 
Lucretius, or must lUvseend ttyUie griietie- rti thaaiag I 
know not, or wheilier 1 can dti eiiher, Ilnl lie itie jnture ^e-* 
it will, I shall collect all the |ce4 in one lair quarto thin 
winter, and send it yon, where yon will lind lrei|neni mm\- 
tion of yourself, 

I was glad you sufieretl your wriiingH |i,» he rolleeled 
more completely than Inthtn'to, in llie volnines I riaily 
expect from Irelaiul. I wished it had Imm in more poinir, 


* Su/miy p, n. l, '■ vef. n', p. 4-dt.. ^ 

*' The alluHitin in m u pautpldri »ilir %mU el Ituliara 
Norton of Hfuahwick in Iiainjr4hiir, uhe It m a MiU^irnnrisi Irurr loiiti 
Motte is said to 'hava liaan nUrird tu li.ii* ‘U\ In a truer to 

Caryll'dated 23 (.i(4nlirr, r/,vi» Pepr tlir |Mtii|ihlrt m |iwt 

publisheil (Pcjpds Worle*,'* vi, 445?■■ '11a- ^ 41 , tea«le, 

directed Nonenfsestatr to hr ailinniearird In- l%y Itainrnt for dir Ireiielit 
of‘‘the hungry and thiiTUy, naked awl ^atangrr-i, Mik anil wiiniHled/* 
and is mentioned in the ^tSehemr for a 1 10^11441 lo« liii iirahle%'‘ C;‘* Pueie 
Works,” vli, 301). 

Supra^ ix 52, n. 1. 
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but that will be clone by others. Yours arc beauties, that 
can never be too finely dressed; for they will ever 1)C young; 
I have only one piece of mercy to beg of you ; do not 
laugh at my gravity, but permit me to wear the beard of a 
philosopher, till I pull it off, and make a jest of it myself 
It is just what my Lord Bolingbroke is doing with meta¬ 
physics. I hope, you will live to see, and stare at the 
learned figure he will make, on the same shelf, with lA)cke 
and Malebranche. 

\ou see how I talk to you, for this is not writinip If you 
like I should do so, why not tell mo so? If it be tlie least 
pleasure to you, I will write once a week most gladly; but 
can you abstract the letters from the person who writes 
them, so far as not to feel more vexation in the thought of 
our separation, and those misfortunes which occasion it, 
than satisfaction in the nothings he can express? If you 
can, really and from my heart, I cannot. I return again to 
^lancholy. Pray however tell me, is it a satisfaetiun? 
That will make it one to me; and we will think alike, as 
friends ought, and you shall hear from me punctiudh" just 
when you will. 


Bolingbro ke 

Our friend who is just returned from a progmsH of three 
months and is setting out in three days with nu; for the 
Bath where he wi 1 stay till toward the middle of October, 

dtnSj-l ,wn yesterday, and I cannot seal and 

dispatch It till I have scribbled the remainder of this {lage 

Slrdf-h pompously of my metaphysics, and 

wrk siiS^lpHP ” ^ /honourable station. It is true I have 
Tnd I ^ rnnnfSUbjcCtS of that liiiul, 

the Whffi^n rn ^ ^''»»lcl swell 

fondlr considerable volume. But he thinks me 

vou and^ ?np nT '^hhthor than I am. When he and 

friends have seen fhem, 

maKing them more public. I know how little ren-ird von 
Hke aniTsUh^h^must b”^ti I imagine that if you can 

thj boJi ‘ .X 

Muted ey^ and never bewilder atemselv™ S? th,.,. I . 
.endtog„,de the reason of otbera. i 
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• some time a^o, and sent it by the [Hr.t, 1 Hd it »><«u- 
lur hands, or did the inspecturs t.i privalr v.as,- .p..nu 
stop it, to revenge thmiiselves of the ill -aid *.4 in* iss 
Vale et me. ama. 


,xiVH;fF7;s.w.':i t 

I 

John Aimvnmrr nt Swirr 

}|;an|F4r,ul. 4, ty il. 

My dkar and wdrtiiv Fiukkd, 
u have no reason to |,nn; me amimif l!ie t'r*4 *4" 

:ful friends; for 1 wrote two Ivmi; h* 

[ I never received one wortl nl‘ ;m*aver. Tlir lia-o W4x 
; your health; the last I sent a whilr tw 
nar.* I can assure you, with i;real trnih. lloil 
ur friends or act|u:untimt:es lias ,1 UHai" waiiii hr^u? 
'ds you ’IhaVi myself 1 am lydni: oni i4 tidb 
world; and you, amoti|.| tlie orst ot tiiy tHoinlv, -diasi. 
my last prayers, ami Rood wislies, 
e yoLinR man whom you riHauunieiidrd, ^ aiiif" miii 
) lace, and I {iromisetl to thi tiim what -.favar nay $ll 
of healtii would [lermit, i came our Im the. 
ed by a dropsy and an astlnua, tiiai 1 1 

breathe, eat, nor mnve, I nurbt rarne'.|!\ dr^urd ,r.Al 
id of God, that he would lake me. I I * 

itation, upon venturiu|.t te ride, whu ii I h.id, ait>- 
ime years, because of bleody wafer, I os'^vrird im- 
fth to a pretty considerable deip'e'e, ^ie|4*aml h.p| my 
.ch return; but I eKpeet the ninrn e4 my ?-*yiii|.in: 4 ii''i 
ray return to laimlomami lire niuriM^t’ ilir waniri 
not in circumstances to live an idle t'^oimlry hfr-, .mil 
tn, at my age, ever recovertsl of such a de.ra^aa fisrihri' 
3y an abatement of tire sjanploinx Wiial I tiid, { i.aii 
j you, was not for life, !m! ea%e. Ida I am,al 
case of a man that waiH ulim'*''4 in iiai’lw.aiis aittl llirii 
1 back to sea; who Iras a reasonalile !io|,»e of ip-atiii 1*1 
d place, and an absolute cerirtinly *4 iravinn 4 very 

the British Museunp Hre Prtjfar-e. 

buthnot refers to hii lellern r4 Kovriiiiiitr iitwl Jatuwtt 
^ He bad also sent a iKmiscripi m kiiirf mmtmm 

ileath (supra^ vol iv, pp. 170, 177), 
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bad one. Not that I have any i)articiilar disgust at the 
world, for I have as great comfort in my own family, atitl 
from the kindness of my friends, as any man; but the world, 
in the main, displeaseth me, and I have too true a pre¬ 
sentiment of calamities that are likely to befall niy country. 
However, if I should have the happiness tt) see you belorc 
I die, you Avill find that I enjoy the comforts of Hie with my 
usual cheerfulness. 

I cannot imagine why you are frighted from a journey 
to England. The reasons you assign are not sulticient; 
the journey, I am sure, would do you good. In genenil, I 
recommend riding, of which 1 have always had a great 
opinion, and can now confirm it h*om my owii exi)ericnce. 
My family give you their love and service. The great loss 
I sustained in one of them, gave me my fir.st shock: jind 
the trouble I have with the rest, to bring them to a right 
temper, to bear the loss of a father, who loves them, and 
whom they love, is really a most .sensible afiliction to me. 
I am afraid, my dear friend, we shall never see one another 
more in this world. I shall, to the last moment, jireserve 
my love and esteem for you, being well assurecl you will 
never leave the paths of virtue and honour ; for all that is 
in this world is not worth the least deviation from that way. 
It will be great pleasure to me to hear from you some¬ 
times; for none can be with more sincerity titan I am, my 
dear friend, 

Your most faithful friend, and humble servant, 

Jo. Arbuthnot, 

Addressed —To the Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick’s, 

Dublin. 


CMLXV. \Mrs. Delany^s Correspondence 

Swift to Mrs. Pendarves 

Ociokr 7> 1734 * 

Madam, 

When I received the honour and happine.ss of your last 
letter, dated September 9,1 was afflicted with a pair of dis¬ 
orders that usually seize me once a year, and with which 
I have been acquainted from my youth, but it is only of 
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late years that they have !)f‘,niu tu * uiac {ity,»>!hrr. altfunjyji 
I should have been belter euiitetUeii witli itue at a time; 
these are t>iddiiiess and deafness, u hteh ts audly lust ,i 
month, the first ttirmtaitiit!; my bitdy. mul tlje >4her m.ikiii'-, 
me incapable of ounversing. tn jniHiine y«an’ letter 
found me, but I was aide tit re.ui, tbMnyJj nut tu hear; 
neither did I value my deafness for three ilays, Iweaitsf 
your letter was my constant entertainment tinrinj; tlral 
time; after which 1 .strew sensibly better, and, althoU};h I 
was not abroad till yestertlay, I liml tnyself well eiuniyji to 
acknowledge the great favour yon have done me, bnt can¬ 
not guess your motive for so mstch gotidness, ! guess that 
your good genius, aecideiitally meetiisi; niine, was prevaihal 
on to solieit your jrity. Or, did ytm hajt|jrii to Ite at leisure 
by the summer ahsenee of your tiientlst' tie, wmiltl yon 
appear a constant nymph, when all my gMdde v-.e'. of nnii ft 
longer acquaintance have forsaken me, a; it is reasonable 
they should? But the men are almost as bad a:, the l.ulies, 
and I cannot but think them in the right; tor I i.omot 
make shifts and lie rough, atul be nmione liy starvin’; in 
scanty lodgings, without horses, servant*., or eonveniences, 
as I used to do in lanidon, with port vvim*, or perhaji'* 
porters’ ale,' to savi; cliarges. 

You dare not pretend to say that your town etpials onr** 
in hospitable evenings, with your deep jfl.iy and no enter 
tainment but a cup of elineol.ite, mile .. you have mended 
your manners. I will not declare yoiti lea-.ons ioi not taldiig 
a .second trip over hither, heianse von have ntiined none 
but your royal will and (ileastire; lint it I were in the case 
of your friends here, with more lile hefoie me and better 
health, I would solicit an Act of Barliamenl to prevent 
your coming among us, or, at least to make it liigh Ireastm 
in you ever tu leave us. In the mean time, 1 wish you were 
forced over by debts or want, because we would gladly 
agree to a contribution for life, dinners and suppers ex¬ 
cluded, that are to go for nothing. I s{»eak for the publit: 
good of this country; Ina'anse a pernic i»nis benenv prevails 
here among the men, that it is the duly of your 'sex to he 
fools in every article except what in merely doiueslie, atul 
to do the ladies justice, there are very Sew of iheitr without 

this reference i.s given in the iSHiiniiaiy as nnis of tSie 

earliest exampks of tha id |M4idtil4r « I*iv4 of Libniir 

being used to distuiguiih, a ilindiuAive hml til iiuili li*|iiwri 







96 CORRESPONDENCE OF [1734 

a good share of that heresy, except ui>on one article, that 
they have as little regard for family btEsnic.s.s a.s for the 
improvement of their minds. 

I have had for some time a design to write against this 
heresy, but have now laid those thouglits aside, ioi^ feat of 
making both sexes my enemies; however, il you will come 
over to my assistance, I will carry you about among our 
adversaries, and dare them to produce instance wlpre 
your want of ignoi'ance makes you affectech pretending, 
conceited, disdainful, endeavouring to H|)cak like a scholar, 
with twenty more faults objected themselves, their 
lovers, or their husbands. But, I foar your case is desperate, 
for I know you never laugh at a jest before you understand 
it, and I much question whether you understand u fan, or 
have so good a fancy at silks as others, and yiiur way of 
spelling would not be intelligible. Therefore upon your 
arrival hither, which 1 expect in three packets at furtliest, 
I will give you a licence to be as silly as you can possibly 
afford, one half-hour every week, to the heretics of each 
sex, to atone for which yon are to keep oiu;; iastiu|pday 
at Doctor Delany^s or Dr, Helshambs, and one tit the 
Deanery. 

I think my Lord Carteret is the most happy, in all 
circumstances of life, that I ever have known, and as he 
well deserves it, so I hope he is .sensible of it; all my fear 
is that he will be too rich. I am no cause my I.ord 
’Bathursfs forsaking you; he hath long done the same with 
me, and to say the truth, Madam, it is a very cold scent to 
continue a correspondence with one whom we never expect 
to see. I never knew it long practised, excej)t; iunemg the 
learned of different nations; Mr. Pope and my I.ard 
Bolingbroke themselves begin to fail me, in seven years. 
Nothing vexes me so much with relation to you, as 
that with all my disposition to find fault.s, I was never 
once able to fix upon anything that I could find aini.ss, 
although I watched you narrowly; for wlien I found we 
were to lose you soon, I kept my eyes and ears always 
upon you, in hopes that you would make .some boutade. It 
is, you know, a French word, and signifies a sudden jerk 
from a horse’s hinder feet which you did not expect, be¬ 
cause you thought him for some months a .sober animal, 
and this hath been my case with several ladies whom I 
chose for friends; in a week, a month, or a year, hardly one 
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of them failed to give me a huiitade; therrfine I Ciinmiuiul 
you will c)bc>- mV orders, ii! eotniu;.; m-er hither for one 
whole year, after which, u()oti the thst lioiitatle you make, 
I will give you m3' pass to he I'.otie/ 

Are'you aaiuainted with the I Juke *4 fhaudos? I kutnv 
your cousin “ Lansdown and he were iiitimate friends. J 
have known the Duke long and well, .»ml thought 1 h.id a 
share in his common favour, Init he h.ith latelj* g.iven me 
great cause of launplaint, I was pressed lij* matij* persons 
of learning here to write to his (Jr.iee, tjiat having sotne oh! 
records relating to this kitigdoni, which were taken from 
hence by the hairl of tllarendon, wiio wa*. I.ientenanf here, 
and purchased them from jtrivate owner';, and ,ire now in 
the Duke’s [xrssession, tlwt his (hace would plr.tse to 
bestow them to the llniversit)" heii', het .ajse Irish .intiqui- 
ties are of little value or curiosit)' to aisj' other n.rtion, I 
writ with all the civility in 1113* jiower, ami witlt cumphment •. 
on the ferae of his generosity, and in a spy h- verv difiris-nt 
from what I use to ni)' friends with tilli-.,’ (ait he hatli 
pleased to be silent for :d)ove six* week-., wiiich i*. tlie tir-.t 
treatment I ever met with of that kind from ,my h'.ngltsh 
person ofqnalit3',and what vvouUl hetter Iroeoniea iitfk* Irish 
Baron than a great ICnglish Duke. But whether grandeur 
or party be the cause I shall not enquire, hut le.tvr it to 
3'ou, and exqiect 3'tm will employ my lirother l.an .down, 
—his Lordship will tell 3'ou why’I give him tliat title it 
he still converses with the Duke, to know the rr.e.on oj this 
treatment, and 3'ou shall lie mv' instnnnent to (iitd it out, 
although it should cost 3'oti two shilling', toi a «(tair. 

If I have tired 3-011, it is tlie effet t oi tlie gie.it esteem I 
have for >'■011; do hut lessen your own merit'., .md { will 
shoitcii my letters 111 proportion. It vs*n will rome am*m*,* 
us, J engage your dreadful old heggaVtv wi-Uern jiatson tV. 
residence,'* (itherwise vve all resolve to '.end him over, whi<'h 
is in our opinion the siirt-st w;i3'to drivi* 3*011 hither, lor vniii 
will be in more haste to 113' lrr>m, than to follow even 

'The word bmn.ulo m-.uis in di,. .4 

Worksh"<'I D irrb vole 4 iit! p‘l*r««e 

usage, and s.ud to nwau u sudilwi tmibuoa m «..isb.r.ik ^ 

■iSg" 87'“''™'''’■‘■■•'‘S''''' 
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Mrs. Donnellan, when you keep out of .sip;ht: if .she be 
among you, I desire she may know I am her true admirer 
and most humble servant. 1 am, with true respect and high 
esteem, Madam, 

Your most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

J. Swtt'T. 

You may please to know that after dining alone as a 
King, not yet daring to face the cold, you see tlie mark 
in the red spot of wine and water tliat accidentally fell. 
Your friends here are all well, and remeinber you with 
pleasure and regret. You must call this a {)oslscri|)t. You 
must excuse my many interlinings, on account ot my ill 
head, which disposes me to blunder.sJ 


CMLXVI. {Deane 

Sir William Fownics to Swift 

From my Observatory in tlie ParHmnenl 
House, Oc/ober iB, i 734 * 

Sir,*' 

There are a sort of gentlemen, who, after great labour 
and cost, have at last found out, tliat two dislu.*s of meat 
will not cost half so much as five or six, and yet answer 

^ Swift’s great depression at that time is evident from verses then 
written by him (“ Poetical Works,” i, 2B4), 

^ The place from which this letter assumes to \m written iniglu 
naturally lead to the supposition that the Irish i’arliainent was then 
sitting and that Fownes was a member. Such was, however, not tlie 
case. The last session had concluded in April, and since his unsuc¬ 
cessful candidature for Dublin at the g-eneral election in 1713, Fownes’s 
political views, which had secured him a seat for Wicklow in Queen 
Anne’s first Parliament, had probably proved a bar to his entering the 
Plouse of Commons. From a curious broadside issued during the 
by-election for Dublin in 1729 (suj/^ra^ vol. iv, p, 103, n. 3) Swift would 
appear to have urged his fellow citizens to otTer the representation to 
Fownes, but without success (see Appendix II), Altlurngh in the 
present letter projectors are made a subject for humour, Fownes had 
established a claim to be included in their number nut <nily by his 
proposal for an asylum for the insane vol iv, p. 343), luit also 

by one ‘Tor the universal encouragement of the trade and manu¬ 
factory of the poor weavers and other tradesmen of the kingdom of 
Ireland” (Trinity College Library), and by suggestions for civic re¬ 
forms contained in a letter addressed to Humphrey French during 
his occupancy of the mayoral chair (Royal Irish Academy Tracts). 
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J of filliiHT ^1’*’ I'l'l*''"' *'* tctl 

^Ke ^ ‘'“ii*-''**''’’** ■' 

iiction in (.Ihcr artiflfM. lu.ty liuvt- tiu- lilr |.i..|Mn 
r o-ood effect, As fi>f iiistiiiu e uhett hr .jnsiL'. 

of sliw.s, a pair nf stuckijur-, «'i .t jitii ‘4 •Jitw., 
•Kould bes[H;ak a pair and a !«.df *4 r-.s* h. and make 
- ,{-he-se turn abtiut I am very tHinident they will 
tilt: end of twn pair l»y which pyuttl nranaip-rnent 
I'ter part of the exiiense'in these artides may Iw 

aa-ps it may be objected, that tins i*. a spoilinp. of 
to which I answer, that wlien the maker*, of those 
f ware,s shall reduce tludr rate*, a tpiarter p.n t insteati 
aiacing them, as has Ireeti done m ■■oine late year-, 
jona’bly—and now [tlieir rates) oiirdrt to hr- redma-d 
liiig to the rates of wool and leathei then it may Ite 
la-tdc to bespeak two pair instead of a si.dr -md ,i 
Another objection may be started as to ylovi-,. 
j, query, which of the hamis shall he olihpa-d vvith 
;oves? To this I answer, that pa-nerally the left hand 
:1 but seldom, and not t'xpr»sed as the tuher to many 
• one of which in [larticular i*. the handing of kulies, 
lese roa.sotis, two gloves oU|;ht to he granted to the 
band. 

:re cU'C many other iVn|;al iinprovem»'nts, whit h, as 
as 1 have (lisciuirsed Tlionurs Turner, the t Juaker, 
3 now U])on fuuliug out the lotudtnde and tartlier 
viiig' the latitude,’ I sh.dl be aitle to tiemon-irate 
sort of meal and the joints, wd! br 4 an-wet this 
sclaeme, as likewise in dothiny,. and other part . ol 
iconomy; and they shall he eottmmnitated to you 


Your most humlde servant, 

1 

-A humorous projra't. 


fltltuvi 1 


rner aispears to have Imeii a Iih al th« i|«!r >»t ihr uuhanutale 
aunaoriit, and to have; hettn savwl fonn !*e. loa-artS fair Ity tmd 
) years later hymeneal hh'.s. 
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CMLXVII. \Elwin}'\ 

Swift to Alexandkk Pope 

Noi'fmk'r i, 1734. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE yours with my Lor(;l_ Bolingbroke’s postscrijit of 
September 15 ; it was long on its way, and for sonic weeks 
after the date I was very ill with my two inveterate ilis- 
orders, giddiness and deafness. The latter is j)retty well 
off, but the other makes me totter towards tn-cnings, and 
much dispirits me. But I continue to ride and walk, both 
of which, although they be no cures, are at least amuse¬ 
ments. I have lost by these disea.ses much of my memory, 
which makes me commit many blunders, in my common 
actions at home, by mistaking one thing for anotlier par¬ 
ticularly in writing, when I make a hundred literal errors, 
as you cannot but know, and as it is odds yon will find in 
this paper. 

I did never imagine you to be either inconstant, or to 
want right notions of friendship, but I apprehended your 
want of health; and it has been a frequent wonder to me 
how you have been able to entertain the world so hmg, 
so frequently, so happily, under so many bodily ilisorders. 
My Lord Bolingbroke says 3^011 have been tliree months 
rambling, which is the best thing you can po.ssibly do in 
a summer season; and when the winter recrdls you, \sv 
will, for our own interests, leave you to your own s|nH!ii- 
lations. God be thanked, I have done with every tiling, 
and of every kind, that requires writing, excejit now and 
then a letter; or, like a true old man, scxdbbling trifles 
only fit for children or schoolboys of the lowest class at 
best, which three or four of us read and laugh at tti-day, 
and burn to-morrow. Yet, what is singular, I never am 
without some great work in view, enough to take u]) forty 
years of the most vigorous healthy man, althougli 1 am 
convinced that I shall never be able to finish tlu"ee treati.ses, 
that have lain by me several years, and want nothing lint 
corrections." My Lord Bolingbroke said in his pastscriixt 

' By permission of Mr. John Murray. Suj^ra, vol. iii, p. 148, ru t. 

The treatises, as Elwin observes {ojf. czl, vii, 337), were the Pour 
« Last Years of the Queen,” the “Essay on Polite Conversation,” and 
the “Directions to Servants.” 
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that you would go to Bath in three days. We since heard 
that you were dangerously ill there, and that the news¬ 
mongers gave you over. But a gentleman of this kingdom 
on his return from Bath—his name is Towers '—assured me 
he left you well, and so did some others, whom I have 
forgot. 

I am not scared from writing by any regard to the post 
folks, and would be content to let them transcribe copies, 
provided they will be so honest as to read the original and 
send it as directed. I cannot but tell you I am not so well 
able to write at night, both from my disorder and the weak¬ 
ness of my eyes, and when I begin in a morning, I am so 
pestered by impertinent people, and impertinent business, 
which my station exposes me to, that the former part of 
the day is wholly lost. I am sorry at my heart that you 
are pestered with people who come in my name, and I profess 
to you it is without my knowledge. I am confident I shall 
hardly ever have occasion again to recommend, for my friends 
here are very few, and fixed to the freehold, from whence 
nothing but death will remove them. I only except Doctor 
Sheridan, who always begs me to present his respects, and 
talks often of going to England, but, I believe, considering 
many difificulties on his fortune, will never be able with any 
prudence to make such a voyage.^ I have just recalled the 
money that was in the Duke of Queensberry’s hands,“ 
which I had set apart to maintain me a summer among 
you, but I found it inconsistent with my present state of 
health to venture so far from a convenient home, and hy 
the great fall of my little revenues I was under a necessity 
to supply myself with that money till I could recover some 
rents to support me. And I must now count upon worse 
and worse every year, or rather every month I live. 

Surely I never doubted about your Essay on Man; and 
I would lay any odds, that I would never fail_ to discover 
you in six lines, unless you had a mind to write below or 
beside yourself on purpose. I confess I did never imagine 
you were so deep in morals, or that so many new and 

'■ A relation of Swift’s friend, the Prebendary of Stagonil {supra, 
vol. iv, p. 258 ), who was the son of a Munty Meath landed proprietor. 

^ A ridiculous composition by Sheridan, probably written for Swift’s 
amusement, indicates that two years before Sheridan had made up his 
mind to visit England (see Appendix III). 

® Supra, p. 41. 
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excellent rules could^ be produced so advantageously rind 
agreeably in that science, from any one head. I confess 
in some few places I was forced to read twice. I believe" I 
told you before what the Duke of Dorset said to me t 
that occasion, how a judge here, who knows jmu, told ttic 
Duke, that on the first reading of those Essays, he was 
much pleased, but found some lines a little dark- tin 
the second, most of them cleared up, and his pleasure 
incieased; on the third, he had no doubt remainino' 'incl 
then he admired the whole.' My Lord Bolingbrokt‘’-s 
atteinpt of reducing metaphysics to intelligible .sense -in d 
usefulness, will be a glorious undertaking, and as I never 
knew him fail in anything he attempted,‘ if he had the sole 
management, so I am confident he will succeed in this T 
desire you will allow that I write to you botli at pre.sent, 
nd so I shall while I live. It saves your money, and my 
time; and, he being your genius, no matter to which it is 
addressed. I ain happy that what you write is printed in 
large letters ; otherwise between the weakness of my eyc”* 
and the thickness of my hearing, I should lose the greatf^^t 

KnirK command my for cl 

Bohngbroke to follow that example, if I live to re-ul h is 
metaphysics. Ih-ay God bless yoi! both. 1 Nu a mila i- 

hL afsomiTs f" ^ ^ 

111:3 icuer as soon as I can. I am 

liver entirely yours, 

promoted from the Enclish^hir tn ''’ho had lieen lute I y 

ihich a grernumber has been .InL" ' 

an accomplished and ncrr^AoiiU show Imu to have been 

notable people of his time. ‘ lIi IrelanThriJaiS ’’I’ 

and IS remarkable as beinv one of ® feainetl .1 high reputation, 

who lost their lives L d scharve of 

sioned by fever contracted on Iirb4 dunm"^ o.:ca- 

Ireland in 1741. He was t. nn-hm nf a famine that decinjatecl 
and in Chester Cathedral there is a mr^f*^**^*^*) where he was burierl, 
memory of his progenitors who had hPA^i of"* ^ 5 ' him to the 

after a design by Kent • • ^'?'''’cellors of that diocese, 

had thought of accompanying to fhe WeJl' 4 ie'^^ 
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TllK RKV. M AR.MAtttiKK riUI i U". T*» SWll' I' 

Murstdn in Stnttn! •. r' i.j. 

Sir * 

Yoirmay be Mssiinul that 1 ‘4tMuhl luivr i\mm\ iiiy 
self so Ions the i^leasure sreal {ni^ ihnte and ravenir 

you allowed me at tmr parting i orre^iHiiulini! with vam 
while I stayed in ICnslntRb but tinit I waiHa! to |th;r ynu 
sonic account of the sucaa^ss <d y‘>»nr kiudU anti irituutly 
negotiation for nm in the* hitvv ymi wrvv nm to give 
me to Lord Orrery, and lltat I vmthl not dti hetore iIuh 
week; for though I deliwaed my eiedoiniab- fo hi . Lord, 
ship near a moiith agt», yet we did nt4 talk ovta^ tlje aOaif 
till very lately; for as I tfomnhl it my duly to wait Ida 
time and leisure, I did not presa itim iMr^an an-avto', and a‘* 
I have all the reason in tlw worlt! imaginr. from liio ma,iiv 
friendly offices you have done me, that ymi wtuild ream e 
at any good that may iiefall me, so t i'an %U !eii|!ih tell yon, 
that it was as favotirabh^ as I emild welt wi-'di tVfr, eon ader ■ 
ing every thing and eircmuHlanee aUritaUiiy: that attain Ida’ 
it seems the schenve in relatieju to :Mi. 1foyhirLo;i\iiiy, rny 
mother and me so much imnwy- tin- euir iy'»«niua!l in the 
lease, can luw'er lake \)Um\ iur tmmy very^ good r^a^*ae. bin 
Lordship gave me, which are too irdiMic-, mnv to ttumble 
you with; and tl'ierelim^ tuilv told mo in yrneral femes 
that as he thought our cao* a liHlr hard and severe, 
what or ()ther at thiMexpiratiiiu of f!ie h\i-v iim^i t*e flone 
for me, but in wliat miunaa* it not |ae*si!4e lor him |o 
say; wliicii surely was as much *is any tom.nmiable and 

reasonable man.-and fujd fdrbh-l lliat { :%hould ever fwove 

otherwise^^^- eKpect 

In short, his kind nnagUtim of me at Mai Ume ami ihc^ 
handsome manner lut has bidia.ved 'hine.e'li n^ward me in 
every particular since I came to tiinn ha'^. heen like Lrird 
Orrery himself; and mnv to whotn musl I allribiile all llibi* 

‘ The writer of this letiet, whifh ikeol |H*m l.nni cUiriy''^^ 
lish seat, was known to Kwiii ns un 4 fseosh m ihr aenhrfn pan 
of the county of Dublin, adjaernl to ihr r4 Laity 

mother {supra, vok iv, |c 433}, He hrld a tirurlii.c m ilw ^mub 
oHreland, and as appears fioin dn^^ kmawwi't imuirrmtl by |iroprnv 
with that part of the counu y. 
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Not to any merit or conduct of my own, for I am conscii nus 
of none, but to the worthy Dean of St. Patrick’s, who take.s 
delight in doing all the good he can to those who have the 
invaluable happines.s and honour of being' acquainted with 
him; and therefore what a monster of ingratitude should I 
be not to acknowledge the channel through which thi.s in¬ 
tended bounty of his Lord.ship is to flow to me, let it be 
more or less. No! agnoscofontcm; for without controversy, 
you have been the means of bring'ing’ all this about; for 
which I shall say no more, being but bitter bad at making 
speeches, but the Lord reward 3701,1^ and to assure you, i^’ood 
Sir, that this your act of friendship nimiet ct nimiebit alta 
mente repostum. His Lordship told me that he would answer 
youl letter very soon; and as his pen and head infinitely 
transcend mine, it is likely you will have then a clearer 

and better account of this matter than I can possibly <>-ive 
you. ‘ M • 

T been under an unspeakable concern at an account 

1 lately saw from Ireland of a return of your old disorders 
of giddiness and deafness—but I still flatter myself tliat it 
IS not so bad with you as my fears have repre.scntcd it, 
which makes me long impatiently to hear how you really 
are But I am in hopes your usual incdichta s^ymuasUra 
will carry it off. If it does not, more the pity say I, and so 
will all say, I am confident, that know 3^)11. Put surch/ ten 
thousand times more pity is it that you are not like one of 
Gu livers Struldbrugs. immortal, but alas! that cannot he. 
such IS the condition of miserable man, which puts me often 
Lr of the following lines I have somewhere or other 
^cordial^ ^ nowand then to myself, by way 

nnist be, 

Or good or bad, is much the same to me: 

bmee death must end my joy or misery, 

Fix d be my thoughts on immortality. 

1 preach, and it is well if you 

do not think by this time that I imagine myself in Raheni- 

Tforbea?''^'^ of writing a letter to the Dea^i, and therefore 

I know writing in your present circumstances mu.st lie 

‘ Raheny was the name of Phillips’s Dublin livinv. It had been l,el,l 
by John Grattan when Swift first knew him. ^ ^ 
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so very troublesome and uneasy to you, that I am not 
quite so unreasonable as to expect it from you; but when¬ 
ever your health permits you, it will be an infinite pleasure 
and satisfaction to me to hear from you; and the safest 
way of sending a letter to me will be under cover to Lord 
Orrery, at Marston, near Frome, in Somersetshire. I shall 
trouble you, Sir, with my compliments to my very good 
friends and neighbours Lady Acheson and her mother, for 
whom I have a very real esteem and value, and also to 
Dr. Helsham and his lady,^ and with ray very affectionate 
love and service to all my Sunday companions at the 
Deanery. 

I have no novelties to entertain you with from hence, 
for here we lead a very retired and perfectly rural life; but 
when I get to London, which I believe will not be till after 
Christmas, because as I am within ten or a dozen miles of 
Bath, I have some thoughts of making a trip thither, and try 
what good those waters will do me, you may depend upon 
having an account of what passes in the political and 
learned world that is possible for me to come at and convey 
to you, and I hope to be then honoured with all your com¬ 
missions and commands in that place; for I wish for 
nothing more than an opportunity of showing with how 
much gratitude and true esteem for all your favours, I 
am, Sir, 

Your most obedient and much obliged humble servant, 

Marmaduke Phillips. 

I have seen your friend Mrs. Cope at Bath,^ and she 
desired me to send her compliments to you. 

^ Helsham had not only acted like Delany in retiring from his 
fellowship {supra^ vol. iv, p. 59), but also in taking unto himself a 
wife. The lady was a daughter of Bishop Steamers brother-in-law, 
John Rotton {supra^ vol. i, p. 55), and had been previously married 
to Thomas Putland, whose descendants became identified with Bray 
in the county of Wicklow. 

^ The daughter of Sir William Fownes, Swiffs old hostess at 
Loughgall. 
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CMLXIX. [Copy.'] 

Swift to John Arbutiinot 

1734‘1 

My dear Friend, 

I NEVER once suspected your forgetfuhiess or wunt of 
friendship, but very often dreaded your want of health, to 
which alone I imputed every delay longer than ordinary in 
hearing from you.* I should be very ungrateful, indeed, if 
I acted otherwise to you, who are pleased to takc^ such 
generous constant care of my health, my interests, Jind my 
reputation, who represented me so fevourably to tliat 
blessed Queen your mistress, as well as to her Ministers, 
and to all your friends. The letters you mention wliich I 
did not answer, I cannot find, and yet I have all that ever 
came from you, for I constantly endorse yours and those 
of a few other friends, and date them; only if there Ise any* 
thing particular, though of no consequence, when I go to 
the country I send them to some friends amon|g otlier 
papers for fear of accidents in my absence. I thank you 
kindly for your favour to the young man who was bred in 
my choir. The people of skill in music represent liini to 
me as a lad of virtue, and hopeful and endeavouring- in his 
way. It is your own foult if I give you trouble, because 
you never refused me anything in your life. 

You tear my heart with the ill account of your health; 
yet if it should please God to call you away before me, I 
should not pity you in the least, except on the account of 
what pains you might feel before you passed into a I)etter 
life. I should pity none but your friends, and among them 
chiefly myself^ although I never can hope to have health 
enough to leave this country till I leave the world. I do 
not know among mankind any person more prepared to 
depart from us than yourself, not even the Bishop of Mar- 

^ The copy, which is preserved in the Forster Collection, is said to 
have been made by Maevey Napier, the editor of the “Edinlnirgli 
Review,” from the original which was found amongst the papers of 
Matthew Baillie, the morbid anatomist. The letter was printed by 
Peter Cunningham in his edition of Johnson^s Live.s of the i*oets" 
iii, 205. 

“ Si/pra, p. 93. 
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if he bi.' Ht'll alive; I'm' auMU*/,, .I'.l yk>ssi'^(|u,ih!ifs 
re procuretl you llu* Uive ,oui r .tn-tn nj tue u-udti. 
10.4 valued vour intual and l iui asati vu uu--, whu h. 
t the product of'years or sicUne--'., 1 h»{ »«( te,e...it .uui 
as I can witness after ulmve five .iud twenty years' 
tance 1 cxcejjl only the loo little r.iie ui rour 
upon which I have been so free as seuneiinsrs to 
: and to chide you. am! the t uii- 4 n|uesu t- ot whtelr 
in to confine you to I .ondoii, when yon are inuler 
or for which I am told.am! kmnv.Sh.il the t U-ar air 


luntiy is necess.'iry. ^ . t . 

;rcat reason that hinders my |onnsey t** Knitlaiul. 
line that drives ytai irom ili;;h;sdr‘'. I am not in 
tatice.s to keep horses and servant • in 1 ondeiii. My 
s by the miserable oppre .-aom. ot thi-. kine.iloni are 
rec'hundred pounds a year, tor tithes arr in-come^a 
id I have but Utile rents from the deam-iy land 
ire my only sure payments. 1 b.ive ht tr a iai'ie 
ent house; I live at two.thirds ihraprj fn-jc than I 
lerc; I drink a bottle of Ureneb wim- nn -.ell every 
)U! 4 h I love it not, but it is the mdy tiling ih.ii kr-eps 
ori.)ain; I ride every fair day a dosni inilr ., on ;i 
;rand or turnpike niuds. Von in I.ondon have no 
lv;inLat;es. I ean buy a ehii keo ha .t ipoat, and 
n three or four friends, with as many ds.hr s. am! tw.i 
) bottle.s of hVench wim*. for ten .hdliny.. W hen 1 
ine, my pint and r-liicken with- ihr approtUvr. ) >,..t 
Lit fifteen pence. I am thiitty in i vervtime; hut 
^ which thouy,h I be imt a tuisstant hou .ekerper, I 
letween five ami sis hojjshe.u! a yr.u Wlirn i ride 
;nd a few miles off, if he be not ili her than I, 1«airy 
;le, my bretid and chit ken, that In- may he no io-ter. 
: thus foolishly ttr let ytiti know tin reason. w in* h, 
:o my ill-healtli, maki- it impo. al»le ha mi- to see 
J my other friemis; ami pethap, thi * iloinesttc 
•lay cxcu.se me ami lunnse you. 1 tsaihl not live 
f Lord Bolinj 4 broke ti}'Mr. 1‘ttpe ttn-v are both too 
ite and too wise fur me, am! toti prohariu! am! too 
\nd how could I atiord hmses.^ -An*! luav t taihl I 


ir their cursed roads in winter, am! !»r tinned int«i 


.ortalixed by Pope in lits *' lissay ait A!a« ' 

“Why drew Marseille**' Kmul la'iht.p puipt li»r,iiit, 
When nature sickcneii, ant! eat h yale was deadii"' 
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a ditch by every carter or hackney-coach? Every parish 
minister of this city is governor of all carriages, and so are 
the two Deans,^ and every carrier should make way for us at 
their peril. Therefore, like Caesar, I will be one of the first 
here rather than the last among you. I forget that ^ 
near the bottom. I am now with one of my Prebendaries, 
five miles in the country, for five days. I brought with me 
eight bottles of wine, with bread and meat for three days 
which is my club; he is a bachelor, with three huiidied 
pounds a year.^ May God preserve you, my dear friend. 

Entirely yours, 

J. SWIFT. 

Addressed—To Dr. John Arbuthnot, at his house, Cork 
Street, Burlington Gardens. 


CMLXX. \priginal^'\ 

Lady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 

London, November 1734 * 

Do not accuse me of forsaking you: indeed it is not the 
least in my thoughts, but I heard you were ill, and had no 
letter from you, so doubted being troublesome.^ I was 
about two months at my own house, and had my ^Duke 
and Duchess with me. The rest of the time was divided 
between Lord President’s ° and Knole. I have now left their 

^ the Dean of Christ Church Cathedral and himself. 

2 From the fact that he was a bachelor his host might naturally be 
thought to have been one of the Grattans. It is hardly likely, how¬ 
ever, that Swift would have brought wine to Belcamp, where a vast 
cellar testifies to the enormous store kept by its owners. In my 
opinion the Prebendary with whom Swift was then staying was a 
certain Samuel Webber, who held the prebend of Howth and resided 
close to Lady Acheson’s mother at the Grange. Swift refei's to him 
in a subsequent lettei*, and is mentioned by Webber, who was either 
a bachelor or a widower, in his will. 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ Swift had not heard from Lady Betty for nearly eight months 
{supra^ p. 56). He had evidently been induced to write to her again 
by the hope that she might be able to further his request to the Duke 
of Chandos. 

® Walpole’s rival, Sjjencer Compton, who had been created Earl of 
Wilmington and appointed President of the Council on resigning the 
formation of a Ministry {s%ipra^ vol. iii, p. 402, n. 4). 
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too 


1 f hi.Hli'* will IH>t slUV 

in ,.,.,., 0,11 thtnis'h tu'W rrrtivtnf'i. 1 

'thin™ 'iVitoU iiinni.t answ.-r. wlu’lliiT V""' I""' 

he asks |U^t Duke ul' iliautkei, uur 

'"I Sic iniu-U, aiitl t- in- -airrit mmM 

.rtoCsire if he kniUl have parteh willi them he 
have aKkhv-'.aml whether iisetul m 

have Clone u eu > nem.le wuiihl eare t.< |>at 1 with 
st to him, y ' , V Uhiary, Inil if he ‘an!’ 

S“''^nS?hc c^\)c)r‘a‘t Umn for eert.iin Im will he easily 
Si S ma^aiuilhnent of them m the lmn,hme 
SlSid,l>,Arhuth,uh.nu-.m 

S Shmey iSwould he imidiitiom. r,MMd hw yom 
;S coSSto Ifnuland. which would he a i;.eat idea-m e 


ur most sincere old friend and humlile ■•«-«'v.mt._ , ^ 


.XXL [Diw/r Sn>i/ll 


CM truly concerned at ymir iiavini; heeii <0 mmdi ou.^ 
dor;' I most heartily wish yen eoiehaut health and 
.incss, thouR-h that is ..f little m.e l.. .u»d .m j 
;s to do honour to myself, hy -.liottmi; I kmav how u. 

; what is valual.le. . ,, 

should have returned yon thanks mm h snonei t..r tite 
ur of your last letter; hut when I rei eivedit I was |ite 
nc for my journey hither, and hav*- ever am e had no 
.t a disorder in one of my eye ., that till the. | 

i not been ablu tu niriku uiy iii’'k$iHw 5 rui;riiiuiilN ^ • 
mcler you should he at a loss h.r a reastui lor my writ ’ 

' i*. «}S' 


MKK. I'KNUAKVKS To SWU T 
St. Mary's Snuaii’, ti!tin«e-4ri, ,\>r.-tn!vf m, t/ji. 








ing to yoiL We all love honour and pleasure. Were your 
letters dull, do you imagine my vanity would nut be fond 
of corresponding with the Dean <rt St. l‘atriekts? Hut the 
last reason you give I like best, and will stick by. which is, 
that 1 am a more constant nymph than all }a)ur *pH,klesse8 
of much longer acc|iiaintance; anti larthermttrt* I venture 
to promise you are in no danger t>t retauvini,'; a liuiitade, if 
that depends on my will. As ibr lliuse lastiin^ ilays you 
talk of, they are, I conhjss, alluring baits, atul I shmilti cer¬ 
tainly have been with you in three i>ai:kets acccualing to 
your comiuands, C{,)uhl I eitlier lly or swim; l)ut I am a 
heavy lump, destined ftn* a lew years to this ear tidy ele¬ 
ment, and cannot move about, without the concurrent 
assistance of several animals that are v<ny ex|)ensive. 

Now for busine.ss: as soon as I risadved your letter, 1 
went to your brother lainsdown, and s|aike to him about 
the Duke of Chandos. lie desired me to tnake his compli¬ 
ments to you, and to tell you he was very sorry lie could 
be of no service to you in that affair; Imt he lias had no 
manner of correspondence or t?ven ataiuaintance wiili the 
Duke these fifteen years. I have put it, however, into hands 
that will pursue it diligently, and I hope obtain tor you 
what you desire; if they do not succeed, you must not call 
me negligent, for whatever lies in my ptm*er to serve you, 
is of too much consequence lor me tt) n<?glect* 

I have left my good friend, and your lumible servant, 
Mrs. Donnellan, behind me in I^ondon, where she mpts 
with little entertainment suitable to her understiuuling; 
and she is a much fitter conqiauion for tlie Dublin 1‘hiirs- 
day society,^ than for the trifling comiiany she is now en¬ 
gaged in; and I wish you had her with you, since I cannot 
have her, because I know she would by happier thnn wliere 
she is, and my wish 1 think no bad one for you. Neither 
my eyes nor paper will hold out any hrngen I am, Sir, 
Your most faithful humble servant, 

M. PKNi>AliVKH. 

I beg my compliments to all your friends. 

^ at Delany’a {su/mii p. 5 , n. 3 ). 
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CMLXXII. 

ClllAKLKS j KKVAS 'ft * * 

^4, 1744' 

rciHitHHl I ;ii« .ai\w fuitiinu 

„/SS Send “lu'. Bi 

fStSe'1 n‘iSrivo^;“» |‘l',X"Srn 

SBS.KnAm,;,Iwain^.ein™ 

'*^L'rSereS^- 

c,uontlyto.hc7:)ea,nl« 

SSSTriSawny. Ui.<m i.»|mry. 1 l■•■'™;";:‘.' ,;;''‘,™'^ii,‘' 

the best medicine for ynur y..ddm 'hs. fo » > ' 'f , 

tress Pendarvcs hapi.y with a print .. >]!« - •»» ' ’ , ^ 

fail to distribute them to all your wrh-w i-h* i I am. It .n 

Dean, ... ,. , . 

Yours most idtftUimatfij, 

t'UAliJ.tO'. jtUiVAS. 

I held out bravely Iht? three wetTh . am very 

well 

Addressed-'Vo the Revttrcnd Mr. Swill. Ihmn of Si, 
Patrick’s, Dublin. 

> In the British Miweuni. .Set* I’rrf.iK*, .. ... I...1 .,„1 iiul 

^ It ani)ear,H from this ctinr tli.ti jfiva-. t>rrtt m Iiflaim, 4itn 

that leLinK Dublin he bu.l .allr.t ... Uw Dnnw.y 

refused admission. The Hisbop of m.m 

appears to write, w.a» John llotiKb, ilo- brio tbr orntmt Iwtwwn 
Mamlalcn College and James il. . ,.r •. .u,f 

“The picture was no doubt an eoKtavin;; l»y btmidimirr of a jHir 

trait of Speaker Conolly painted by {n v,*-. .‘nt*‘l’’‘not to 
tends to confirm my view that bis remarks aliont t oi.oHy at® n *l * 

be taken too seriouily {supm^ mh iv^ |t 
J ervas’s wife* 
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CMLXXIII. IWilde's Closing Years of S-ivift.'\ 

Swift to the Rev. Henry Clarke 

Deanery House, December 12, 1734. 

Sir/ 

I HAVE read over the discourse you sent me concerning 
the present condition of your College. The writer .seems to 
be a modest man, of good understanding. I think there i.s 
a good deal in what he cautiously wishes, that what he 
calls the powers of bachelors and sophisters were restored; 
but I believe the disposition of the kingdom at present will 
not tendtogive them any coercive civil power over the i)er.son 
of the scholars.^ Your University is now, I think, over one 
hundred and fifty years old; but the complaint of riots is 
chiefly since the reign of the present governor; how he will 
acquit himself I neither know nor much regard. He i.s 
charged with some personal irregularities, but even these 
are light in comparison to the spirit of party, uu<ler the in¬ 
fluence of which he is said to dispose of all employments, 
particularly fellowships, very often to the least deserving.’ 


^ The recipient of this letter was a Fellow of M'rinily College ami 
became Vice Provost and Regius Professor of Divinity. Me retired 
on a College living in the county of Armagh, where he was reinarkalrle 
for his strict exaction of tithe, and suffered much perseeutiau from a 
secret society known as the Oakboys (Leslie^s “Armagh Clergy,’^ 
p. 183; Lecky, op, cit, iv, 346). 

An extraordinary state of lawlessness had for many year.s existed 
amongst the undergraduates in Dublin University, and had culminated 
some months before in a Fellow being" shot detid wliile eiuleavfntring 
to maintain order. In the pamphlet to which Swift refer.s, entitled “A 
Letto to G—- W--—, Esq., concerning the Present Condition tif 
the College of Dublin and the late Disturbances that have been 
tnerein,^ a time is recalled when such disorders were unknown, and 
their existence is attributed mainly to the withdrawal of disciplinary 
® Ill the past it was not, as the 

twlVf °f the Deans or the skill of the Folhnv.s 

that kept the College m submission, but “much more roeent aruu« 
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There is no headship in either of the English Universities, 
attended with so many advantages of dignity, profit, and 
power as that of your governor. But it is universally 
agreed by all parties that your discipline is infamously 
relaxed in every particular. I had the honour to be for 
some years a student at Oxford where I took my master’s 
degree,^ and I know what your author says to be true; for 
the Vice Chancellor hath more power than the Mayor, 
and indeed the University governs the city, although the 
latter in my time, was often disposed to be turbulent' 

I mentioned to three Lord Lieutenants my wish that 
your governor were otherwise provided for, and they all 
pretended to wish the same, but never went further, 
although I had pretensions to have some credit with 
them all. I have more than once heard, at a meeting of 
persons in the greatest stations here, very open complaints 
against the conduct of your [Provost], although they 
were of those principles to which he hath entirely devoted 
himself® 

1 quarrel with your author, as I do with all writers, and 
many of your preachers, for their careless, incorrect, and 
improper style, which they contract by reading the scrib¬ 
bling from England, where an abominable taste is every 
day prevailing."^ It is your business, who are coming 
into the world, to put a stop to these corruptions, and 
recall that simplicity which in everything of value ought 
to be followed. These are some of my sudden thoughts, 

vol. iii, p. 399, n. i), led Swift a few months later to style him in irony 
“the chaste” (“Poetical Works,” ii, 263), and were, there is reason to 
believe, not without justification. His parentage has also been the 
subject of talebearing, but there seems insufficient evidence to set 
aside the statement in his matriculation entry that he was the son of 
an Irish gentleman, living at Athy in the county of Kildare. ^ 

^ As has been already noted {siipra^ vol. i, p. 9, n. 2), the records of 
Oxford University indicate that Swift’s residence there only lasted 

three weeks. . i- x. 

2 “ Their Vice-Chancellors, and not they only, but several of the 

Pleads of Houses, are Justices of the Peace, and thereby armed with 
civil power, that, if their reasons, lighting on improper subjects, should 
be ineffectual, the arm of power may prevail.” 1 .-u 

^ Even in that age Baldwin’s manner of life may have been the 
reason of his not securing promotion to the episcopal bench. His 
failure to do so has occasioned surprise to some of his panegyrists. 

^ From the examples given Swift’s criticism will not be considered 
unduly liarsb. 

V I 
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after having this minute perusctl the discourse you sent 

me. I am, Sir, . i , 

Your obedicut humble servant, 

J UN AXIL Swift. 

Your writer should have sometime styled your loillegea 
University. 

Addressed—To the Rev. Dr. Clarke, at liis eham!)ers in 
Trinity College, Dublin. 


CMLXXIV. 

Swift to thk Rev. John Blaoiieoko 

Dublin, Dm'ttihcr t.’, 173.1. 

Reverend Sir,“ . , , 

There is an inhabitant of this city, ol whom 1 sui>po,se 
you have often heard. I remember him from my vciy in- 
fancy, but confess [ am not so well act]uaintetl witli lutn 
in prudence I ought to be, yet I constantly j>rtHa!nd tu 
converse with him, being seldom out of his ctmujany, hut I 
do not find that our conversation is vtuy pleasing to eitlicr 
of us. His health is not very good, which he endtsivours to 
mend by frequent riding, and fancies himself to find some 
benefit by that exercise, although not very efiectual. I Ic iie 
tended, in the pursuit of health, to have gtnie it ^long 
northern journey and to have stayed there a nionth; ’ but 
his friends, who are very few, heiiring that the^ {ilaee where 
he proposed to reside was not proper for riding, diverted 
him from it. Their reasons prevailed so far, that yesitatlay 

^ SwifCs letters to Blachford were commimicated to Hlv Waller 
Scott by Matthew Weld Hartstonge, author of “ Maiitnt ol Drym* 
nagli,” and other poems. 

” As subsequently appears, Swift wrote to Blaclifonl on the HUgges* 
tion of Sheridan, and did not know more of his l‘rtd>endary ihnn be 
had done three years before vol, ii, p. 212), Writing ot Wick 

low ten years previously, Archbishop King says : Xhe imnunhent is 
one Mr. Blachford, who will succeed to a good estate when it will 
please God to call for his father Major BlachfonL Xhe genllemaii 
himself is a pious, learned, sober man, diligent in hm cure, and 
great satisfaction to the people’^ King^s Correspcnuleucet,*’ March 
1722-3). 

^ Sheridan spent Christmas with his friende at thistle Ilamiltmi, 
and had evidently arranged that Swift should accoini'jany liiin. 
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morning he wishorl to inako his ox.'usr.; to a grntloniun 
who was to accompany him, hnt, tlm. potMiu still insistin'; 
that he ought to put himsoli nnilrr a lumessity ol ru in.;, 
rhelwas desired to i.etition you. win. live within ;i days 
ourncy of Dublin, and have a fme luliiio near your town, 
called the Marrow, or some such name ' 

By these incitements, he seems determined U> quarter 
himself upon you for thrc'u weeks at least, il he can have 
your consent, or rather that oi .your ady s. althriugh 1 find 
he never had the honour to see her.' 1 le travtds with two 
servants, and consequently three horses; hut these latter 
are at hack, and the former at hoard av.iqes, so that neither 
of thcni will trouble you. As tu tlu^ poiAtin huusclt, ho 
every day drinks a fiiiit of wino at xunm, uiul atu>thur at 
nigM, and for the trouble lie givus tho !u4USi% lio will allow 
one bottle more every day fbr tlw tablr, tmt nut on^ dnip 
for foreiguerSj who arc to drink t»n janir uccuunt; he wdl 
further allow one shilling siK|iinHa* hugliNh* foi his 
commons, ale and small beer im hnled. But you arc to 
direct how the wine can l)C f*Hiud, and whethet he nnist 
send it by a Wicklow carrier; Init the bottles when empty, 
he must be paid for. ThcstNirelhet'ontlitious, only atiding, 
that the family, during his rc-4drnre, innsl fie reypdated by 
his own model, and you ant to semi an answer the Vi*ry 
next post He travels willi bis *m n sheets, s»» tliat he inakt^s 
no allowance U[)on that article, Wdietfier }sm tlo or do not 
approve of these |)roposals, yon are to give rue an acefUint, 
directed to the D~ of St. b house; ;ind llu^ D 

after conferring with your future iptest, will either return 
you an answer, or send the gentteman. I ant 

Your must obedient, Innnble servant, 


The gentleman will return with yon at llir Deatds visita¬ 
tion, where he pretends to Imve some taeane^s, 

AddriKwd--^ the Rtw*. Mr, John Blacbiord, Breljendiiry 
of Wicklow, at his house, Wit klow, 

^ The Miutow of Wicklow tlcrivrs H% ii.rntr trem she lush 
a sea-plain, and is a fku piece of guiond touuohnF. ihr noa 

^ Blachforcrs marriage h;ul csnoccl hue m I4U 111 kei*|iio|^ nti afipoiut 
ment made for him liy Aichhidi*i|i Kio^* on wlo? It dull pralaic re¬ 
marked that it was true he Imtl it i r\Misr, loU leinintietl him 

that it succeeded very ill with loot tlnu tii.Hlr tl bmrf'"* iko tCNpoorb 
enceg 27 July, 172H), 
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Swift to the Rev. John Blackford 

Dublin, December 17, 1734. 

Sir, 

The weather yesterday being very fine, I rode to Howth 
House/ and as I was getting on horseback to return, I was 
seized with so cruel a fit of that giddiness which at times 
hath pursued me from my youth, that I was forced to lie 
down on a bed in the empty house for two hours, before I 
was in a condition to ride. However I got here safe, but 
am this morning very weak, as I always have been for 
many days after such fits, and in pain, for fear of another 
this day, which makes me write to you while I am able, 
although it be morning. I found your kind friendly letter 
last night upon my table at my coming home, and heartily 
thank you for your generous invitation, which, however, I 
dare not accept for fear of another attack; against which I 
must fence; by taking vomits and other medicines pre¬ 
scribed for me by some physicians, who happen to be my 
friends. If this accident had not fallen out, I intended to 
have begun my journey towards you this day, because I 
prophesied a fine parcel of weather from yesterday, but I 
was deceived, and must have waited a better season. Pray 
God protect you and your family, I know not whether you 
have children, nor did I ever see your lady, or your house; 
so that I never did beg an invitation so much against the 
rules of common good manners, to one so much a stranger 
as you have been against my will to me; I am therefore 
bound in gratitude and by inclination, to assure, that I am 
with much esteem and truth, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

JONATH, Swift. 

Addressed—To the Rev. Mr. Blachford, at the Rev, Mr. 

Corbett’s at Delgany near Kilcoole. 

^ /.<?., Howth Castle, the residence of Lord Howth, who was still in 
the county of Kilkenny (^supra^ p. 81), 





1734] 


JONATHAN SWIFT 


117 


CMLXXVI. \Elwin\ 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

Twickenham, December 19, 1734. 

I AM truly sorry for any complaint you have, and it is in 
regard to the weakness of your eyes that I write, as well as 
print, in folio.^ You will think—I know you will, for you 
have all the candour of a good understanding—that the 
thing which men of our age feel the most, is the friendship 
of our equals; and that, therefore, whatever affects those 
who are stepped a few years before us, cannot but sensibly 
affect us who are to follow. It troubles me to hear you 
complain of your memory, and if I am in any part of 
my constitution younger than you, it will be in my re¬ 
membering everything that has pleased me in you, longer 
than perhaps > you will. The two summers we passed 
together dwell always on my mind, like a vision which 
gave me a glimpse of a better life and better company than 
this world otherwise afforded. I am now an individual, 
upon whom no other depends, and may go where I will, if 
the wretched carcase I am annexed to did not hinder me. 
I rambled by very easy journeys this year to Lord Bathurst 
and Lord Peterborough, who upon every occasion com¬ 
memorate, love, and wish for you.^ I now pass my days 
between Dawley, London, and this place; not studious, 
nor idle, rather polishing old works, than hewing out new. 
I redeem now and then a paper that has been abandoned 
several years; and of this sort you will see one, which I in¬ 
scribe to our old friend Arbuthnot,® 

Thus far I had written, and thinking to finish my letter 
the same evening, was prevented by companj^, and the next 
morning found myself in a fever, highly disordered, and 
so continued in bed for five days, and in my chamber till 
now; but so well recovered as to hope to go abroad to¬ 
morrow, even by the advice of Dr. Arbuthnot, He himself, 
poor man, is much broke, though not worse than for these 
two last months he has been. He took extremely kind your 
letter.^ I wish to God we could once meet again before that 

® The Prologue to the Satires. 
'Sujff^ay p. 106, 


^ Snpray p. 101. 
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separation, which yet I would be glad to believe shall re¬ 
unite us; but he who made us, not for ours but his purposes, 
knows only whether it be for the better or the worse, that 
the affections of this life should, or should not continue into 
the other, and doubtless it is as it should be. Yet lam sure 
that while I am here, and the thing that I am, I shall be 
imperfect without the communication of such friends as 
you. You are to me like a limb lost and buried in another 
country. Though we seem quite divided, every accident 
makes me feel you were once a part of me. 

I always consider you so much as a friend, that I forget 
you are an author, perhaps too much; but it is as much as 
I would desire you would do to me. However, if I could 
inspirit you to bestow correction upon those three treatises, 
which you say are so near completed, I should think it a 
better work than any I can pretend to of my own. I am 
almost at the end of my morals, as I have been long ago of 
my wit. My system is a short one, and my circle narrow. 
Imagination has no limits, and that is a sphere in which 
you may move on to eternity ; but where one is confined 
to truth, or, to speak more like a human creatui'e, to the 
appearances of truth, we soon find the shortness of our 
tether. Indeed by the help of a metaphysical chain of ideas, 
one may extend the circulation, go round and round for 
e\^r, without making any progress beyond the point to 
which Providence has pinned us; but this does not satisfy 
me, who would rather say a little to no purpose, than a 
great deal. Lord Bolingbroke is voluminous, but he is 
voluminous only to destroy volumes. I shall not live, I 
fear, to see that work printed. He is so taken up still, in 
^ite of the monitory hint given in the first line of my 
Lssay, with particular men, that he neglects mankind, and 
IS still a_ creature of this world, not of the universe—this 
’j ’ T ^ ”a™e we give to Europe, to England, to 
Ireland, to London, to Dublin, to the Court, to the Castle,’ 
and so diminishing, till it comes to our own affairs, and 
our own persons. When you write, either to him or to me, 
for we accept it all as one, rebuke him for it, as a divine if 

‘ On Man: 

Awake, my St. John! leave all meaner thing's 
ro low ambition, and the pride of kings.” 

’ /a, the seat of government in Dublin. 




I 

i 
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you like it, or as a badineur,’ if you think that more 
effectual. 

What I write will show you that my head is yet weak. I 
had written to you by that gentleman from the Bath, but 
I did not know him, <and everybody that comes from 
Ireland pretends to be a friend of the Dean’s. I am always 
glad to see any that are truly so, and therefore do not 
mistake anything I .said, so as to discourage your sending 
any such to me. Adieu. 


CMLXXVII. IDeane 

The Rev. Tiioma.s Sheridan to Swift 

December 25, 1734. 

Dekk Soar, 

Eye ray mice elf too May jor Par rots yes stair clay morn 
in Two mete they ten ants off Drum lean, two pea me sum 
Mow knee clew of Michael Mass and March Gale* Eye sup 
hose Eye shall race heave a bout to hun dread pounds, or 
they raw bouts. ICye am sore Eye two here ewer health is 
knot bet her. ICye wood heave yew take sum ray maid 
ICyes first, and then go in ash hays two week low, where 
Eye no yew will bee as well come as a knee i in ire land. 
Yew no eye promi.s.s .said too right yew a Nun inn tell liege 
eye bell Let her. He writ is. ICye main ass crop off it.'* 

Duglidge gravelson meltronimon bagaron resonsa fore 
monra pe nos fixta.s epronsa car silomen sezindo crapenter 

' This word, derived from Ihe Ereaclr badine)\ was apparently coined 
luid only used by I’ope, but has been admitted to a place m the Oxford 

^'”")e 7 r Sir, I rid myself to Major I’erroU’s yesterday morniiw to 
meet tiro tenants of Drumlnno to pay me some money due of Micbaol- 
mas and March vale. I suppose I shall receive about two 
pounds, or ihorcabouts. I nm sorry to hear your health is not bottoi. 
1 would have you take some remedies, and then go m a chaise to 
Wicklow, wlicro I know you will bo as welcome us anyone m Ireland. 
You know I promised to write you an unintoihgiblc letter, wore it 
is. I mean a scrap of it.” Sheridan was once move writing from 
Castle Hamilton {subra, p, 83 , n. 3). The Pcrrolts, who wore Iwen 
of ”Henry VHIll/s bastard/^ tho wcll-Unown Irish Lord Deputy, 
occupied a neighbouring sent. The lands 

Sheridan had ovidonlly an interest, were possibly those given him by 
the Archdeacon of Cork vol. Hi, p. 374, n, i). 
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forami dansa prezina mentre foga ni son im contra ferez 
imilo ssik mitigan nastico dna c5sa melifnot dlor calica 
doen ap fagen gesonda resilo namis sendo. 

I suppose by this time those last six lines have given 
you amusement enough; and to put you from farther labour, 
I tell you honestly, that they have no meaning at all So 
let them pass for a Christmas trick. But I desire that 
Doctor Helsham, and some other friends may take a turn 
at them; for it is not reasonable that you should be at all 
the trouble. 

Mr, Hamilton is glad the venison got safe to you; it was 
carried by a County Cavan man in the seventy-fifth year 
of his age, who went off on Wednesday morning, was back 
with us on Saturday night, in all a hundred and four miles, 
He was much affronted that a young fellow was proposed 
for the expedition. There is a County Cavan man for you! 

As for myself, I am grown thirty years younger, by no 
other method, than eating, drinking, and breathing freely 
in this Elysium of the universe. Happy will it be for you— 
if I misjudge not, and very seldom I do, as you yourself 
can witness, who have known me above sixteen years, and 
I believe a little more, if my memory fails me not, as I 
have no reason to think it does, for I do not find it in the 
least impaired—to convey yourself into the finest apart¬ 
ment of our Elysium, I mean to Castle Hamilton, where 
you will find a most hearty welcome, and all the delights 
this world can give. But you must take me along with 
you. 

Nothing could give me greater pleasure than to hear that 
your innocent subjects of the Kevin Bail escaped the 
gallows, in spite of Bettfsworth and all his add hay rents,^ 
If he were to make them a holiday, it should make one 

^ Since his stormy interview with Swift (siijfray p, S 4 ) Bettesworth 
had become the target for the missiles of the Dublin wits, and bad 
begun to suffer much loss in his profession through the ridicule cast 
upon him. In order to dissociate himself from these lampoons he is 
said to have adopted a pronunciation of his name which Sheridan 
tries here to imitate. By Swift's subjects of the Kevin Bail or Bailey, 
Sheridan denotes the inhabitants of the neighbourhood of St. Patrick's, 
which lay in the parish of St, Kevin, and formed a first line of defence 
for the Deanery. He had probably in his mind the verses entitled “ The 
Yahoo's Downfall, or the Kevin Bail's new Ballad upon Serjeant Kite 
^^l^^king the Dean" (^‘Poetical Works," ii, 256). A curious example 
of the facetious compositions to which the Bettesworth episode gave 
rise will be found in Appendix IV. 
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for me and my boys likewise. Sunday we had a very 
hard frost; yesterday morning fair; the afternoon, all 
night, and this morning to ten, was rain; now fair again, but 
lowring. We are just now going to dinner at Captain 
Perrott’s, where your health is never omitted, both as Dean 
and Drapier. I forgot to tell you that there is a D rapier’s 
Club fixed in Cavan of about thirty good fighting fellows; 
from whence I remark you have the heart of Ireland. Vide 
Grierson’s new map.'- There is another Cavan Bail for you. 
I have no more to trouble you with, but my good wishes 
for your long health and happiness. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

If you go out of town before I return, leave the key 
of your strong-box with Jane, that I may put my money 
among yours. 


CMLXXVIII. \Copy^'\ 

Swift to Miss Rebecca Dingley 

December 2Z, 1734 - 

Pray God bless you, and restore your health, and give you 
many happy new years. I send you your usual Christmas- 
box. I will see you as soon as I can.” I am tolerably well, 
but have no security to continue so. We must all submit, 
both by piety and necessity. I am, 

Ever entirely yours. 

I send you two bottles of wine. 


CMLXXIX. [Original.^'] 


Swift to the Earl of Oxford 


DvthWtif January 6, i734'S- 


My Lord, 

The bearer of this letter, Mr. Hugh McLorinan, has an 
appeal to be tried before the House of Lords this ensuing 


' Grierson was the husband of the famous authoress {sttprayVoX, iv, 
p. 120). 

* In the Forster Collection, No. 579. ” Supra, 29, n. 3.. 

■* In the possession of the Duke of Portland {supra, vol. ii, p. 160, n. 2). 
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session.* An eminent person in the law here, and an 
intimate friend of mine upon the score of virtue, learning, 
and superior knowledge in his own profession, did earnestly 
recommend his case to me, a.s the most equitable he ever 
knew, assuring me that Mr, McLorinan hath long su ftered by 
the injustice, fraud and oppre.ssion of his adversarie.s.'' 1 
therefore humbly desire your Lordship will please to attend 
his appeal, if your other affairs will permit you, The 
person who recommended him to me is now a very eminent 
judge, but was then only one of the chief lawyers, 

I hope my Lady Oxford as well as your Lordship are in 
perfect health, and that my Lord Duke and the Duche.ss 
are and may ever continue in as much happines.H ns this 
world can give, and be a constant addition to that of yours, 
which is the hearty wish and prayer of him who i.s with all 
respect and truth, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most obliged servant, 

J, Swift. 


conccmecl Inncls in the cmiiuy of Lonctonclorry of which 
^3 .'**' ** lease from Joshua Dawson's family. 

Ihc eminent person was Robert Liiulsay, then a juslice of the 
Oommon 1 lens in IroiaiKl, whoso name has boon preserved from 
oblivion by its associalion with that of Swift. Uc bad inherited an 
estate in the north'of Ireland, and is said to have liccn visited by 
Swift at his country seat, Loiighry, in the county of Tyrone. Iloforo 
lus elevation to the Bench two years prior to the dale of this letter ho 
haclroprcscnted that county in the Irish I'arlinincnl and unined somo 
T*!?. successful debater. From a reference by iiis coiitcmnomry, 
r.ord Chancellor Jocelyn, who speaks of him ns his worthy and Icnmetl 
ilL'® possessed literary ahililics, niitl manu¬ 

scripts bequmhed bvhim to another of Swift’s friends, I leiuySinBlc- 
^ were amongst his most prized pos¬ 

sessions. The first mention of him in connection with .Swift is his 

apointmenh on IS chapter 

eonfi’duit buip he was also ncilng in iho 


iM u is to Do noted, howevor. llial he 
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CMLXXX. [Mrs. Stopford-SackviUe's Manuscripts}^ 

Swift to tpie Duke of Dorset 

T^\\\Am^Jafmary 14, 1734 - 5 * 

I AM well assured that your Grace will soon receive several 
representations of an affair relating to the University here 
from some very considerable persons. However, I could not 
refuse the application made to me by a very worthy gentle¬ 
man, who is a Fellow of the College and commissioned by 
some principal members of the body to desire my poor 
good offices to your Grace, because they believed you 
thought me an honest man and because they heard I had 
the honour to be known to you from your early youth. The 
matter of their request related wholly to a dreadful appre¬ 
hension they lie under of Doctor Whitcombe^s endeavour 
to procure a dispensation for holding his fellowship together 
with that Church preferment bestowed on him by your 
Grace,® The person sent to me on this message gave me a 
written paper containing reasons why they hope your Grace 
will not be prevailed upon to grant such a dispensation, I 
presume to send you as short an extract as I can of those 
reasons, because I may boldly assure your Grace that party 
or faction have not the least concern in the whole affair, 
and, as to myself, I am an entire stranger to the Doctor. 

It is asserted that this preferment given to the Doctor 
consists of a very large parish in a very fine country, thirty 
miles from Dublin; that it abounds very much with Papists 
and is consequently a most important cure, requiring the 
rector’s residence, and perhaps that of some assistant, which 
it can well afford, being worth near six hundred pounds a 

^ Hist. MSS. Com., vol. i, p. 159 * The letter lias been printed m 
previous editions of the Correspondence from the draft kept by Swift. 

* The preferment which had been conferred upon Whitcombe 
(sttira, p. 82, n. 3) was the benefice of Louth near Dundalk in the diocese 
of Armagh. Writing to the Duke on the same day Priinate Boulter 
says: "I think I am obliged to tell your Grace that the affair of 
Dr. Whitcombe’s having a royal dispensation to hold his fellowship 
with the living of Louth begins to make a great noise here 5 and so far 
as I can see, is likely to make a much greater, as hindering the ^suc¬ 
cession in the College, and opening a door to further dispensations, 
when they say, as the living is probably belter than A500 per annum, 
he has no occasion for such a favour” (“ Boulter^s Letters, 11, loi). 
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year.' That, as to such dispensations, they find in their 
College books but three or four instances since the Revolu¬ 
tion, and these in cases very different fronn the present; for 
those few livings which obtained dispensations to be held 
with a fellowship were sinecures of small value, not suffi¬ 
cient to induce a Fellow to leave his college, and in the 
body of those dispensations it is inserted as a reason for 
granting them, that they were such livings as could be no 
hindrance in the discharge of their duty as a Fellow. That 
dispensations are very hurtful to such a society, because 
they put a stop to the succession of fellowships, and thereby 
give a check to that emulation, industry, and desire of im¬ 
provement in learning which the hopes of obtaining a 
fellowship will probably incite men to. That if the dis¬ 
pensation now attempted should take place, it maybe used 
as a precedent for the like practice hereafter, which will be 
very injurious to the society by encouraging Fellows to 
apply for such dispensations when they have interest to 
get preferment, by which the Senior Fellows will be settled 
in the College for life, and thus for want of succession by 
any other way than death or marriage, all encouragements 
to the young and most deserving students will be wholly 
lost That a junior fellowship is of very sm^ll value, and 
to obtain it requires long and close study, to which young 
students are only encouraged by hopes of succeeding In a 
reasonable time to be one of the seven seniors, which 
hopes will be quite cut off when those seniors are perpetu¬ 
ated by dispensations.^ That the Fellows at their admit¬ 
tance into their fellowships take a solemn oath never to 
accept of any Church preferment above a certain value and 
distance from Dublin as long as they continue Fellows, to 
which oath the accepting a dispensation by Doctor Whit- 
combe is directly contrary in both particulars of value and 
distance, That at this time there is a set of very hopeful 
young men who have been in long and close study to stand 

' According to a return made in 1765 there were 14 Protestant and 
725 Roman Catholic families in the parish of Louth and two other 
parishes united to it, ** There is not in the families returned as Popish 
one single Protestant,” adds the compiler, “ nor is there one family 
returned as Protestant, not even the parish ministers, in which there 
are not Papists ” (Leslie^s ** Clergy of Armagh,” p. 363). 

^ Since the removal of the obligation of celibacy and the disestab¬ 
lishment of the Church of Ireland, the apprehensions to which Swift 
gives expression have been seen not to be groundless, 
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for the first vacant fellowship, who will be altogether dis¬ 
couraged and drop their endeavours in pursuit of learning 
by being disappointed in their hopes of Doctor Whit- 
combe’s leaving the College, and opening a way for one of 
them to succeed in a fellowship. , r 

I shall only trouble your Grace with a few remarks ot 
ray own upon this subject. You will please, my Lord, to 
know that a fellowship in this University differs much in 
some very important circumstances from most of those in 
Oxford and Cambridge. My Lord George will tell your 
Grace that a fellowship here is got with tnuch difficulty, by 
the strict examination they undergo in almost every 
branch of learning, to which must be added the reputation 
of regularity in their conduct. It is also disposed m with 
much solemnity; for the examiners and all the Senior 
Fellows take an oath at the altar to dispose of the vacant 
fellowship to the person whom they think deserves it best. 

I must here by the way take notice that not only the Uni¬ 
versity but even the whole kingdom are full of acknowledge¬ 
ments for the honour your Grace hath done them in trust¬ 
ing the care of educating one of your sons to Dublin 
College, which hopes to continue always under your Grace s 
favour and protection. This University is patron some 
Church preferments which are offered to the several Fellows 
according to their seniority, and so downwards to the 
lowest of them in holy orders. 

I desire your Grace further to consider that, by the want 
of trade here, there is no encouragement for gentlemen to 
breed their sons to merchandise; that not many great em¬ 
ployments in Church or law or the revenue fall to the 
share of persons born in Ireland, and consequently that the 
last resource of younger brothers is to the Church, wheie, 
if well befriended, they may possibly rise to some reason¬ 
able maintenance. , . , . 

Your Grace will not want opportunities during youi 
continuance in this government, or afterwards by 
favour you have with his Majesty, to make Doctor Wnit- 
combe easier in his preferment by some addition, and in 
such a manner that no person or society can have the least 
pretence to complain of, and therefore I humbly beg your 
Grace, out of the high veneration I bear to your person 
and virtues, that you will please to let Doctor Whitcombe 
content himself a while with that rich preferment, one ol 
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the best of the kingdom, till it shall lie in your way furtH< 
to promote him to his own content. If upon admittance t 
hia fellovvship he took the usual oath never to accept^ 
Church living but with the two usual limitations of dis 
tance and value to hold with his fellowship, it will 1 : 
thought hardly reconcilable to accept a dispensation whei 
the case is so vastly different. I humbly intreat your Gra< 
to pardon this long trouble I have given you, whereiiTi 
have no sort of interest except that which proceeds frc:>i 
an eariie.st desire that you may continue as you be{»an fro i 
your youth, without incurring the least censure from tl' 
world or giving the least cause of discontent to any de.ser*’ 
ing person.' 

I desire to present my most humble respects to my Lad 
Duchess. Being loath to give your Grace further trouble 
desire you will command my Lady E, Germain to let « 
know that you do not disapprove of this letter. 


CMLXXXI. [Deane 

Miss Anne Donneixan to Swift 

howAm, January 19 , I734-5- 

SlK, 

My brother tells me you are so good to inquire after in 
and to speak in a very kind manner of me, which as it giv 
me the greatest pleasure, so it raises in me the higlic 
gratitude." I find I have a great advantage In being vcai 
mconsiderable: I dare believe people sincere when th< 
profess themselves my friends. I consider I am not a vv 
a beauty, nor a fortune; then why should I be flattered? 
Imve but two or three qualities that I value myself iipcj 
and those are so much out of fashion, that I make i 

* A comparison of this letter ns given here with tlic version hithei 
printed from tho draft, shows the extraordinary pains which .Swift c« 
liiuied to take when writing letters of importance {supra, vol, 1, p. 1 < 
n. (|). There is no alteration in the arguments, but the climinnti 
of every unnecessary word and rearrangement of his sentences, t 
length of tho letter is considerably reduced and its force increased 
a ctirre8|)onding decree. 

^ Althmicit ns will be seen he had intended to do so, Swift had i 
answered her previous letter {supra, p. 31). 
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parade of them: I atn very sincere. I endeavour to Im 
grateful, and I have just sense enough to discern supe^rior 
merit and to be delighted with the least approbation 


^ Mv brother, some time ago. gave me hopes of receiving 
a letter from you, but he now tells me your ill state of 
health has made writing uneasy to you. I grieve much at 
my loss, but more at the occasion of it, and I write now 
only to return my best thanks for your good opinion mid 
designs, not to solicit new favours, or give you the trouble 
of cinswcring' this* I hope next sinTJincr to bo in Irelttncli 
where I shall expect to receive your answer in per-son, 
when the sun, with its usual blessings, shall give us this 
additional one of restoring you to that state of healtli, that 
all those who have the happiness of knowing yon, eitlicr ns 
a friend and companion, or lover of your country, iniisl 
with the greatest earnestness desire. Yon will langdi per ¬ 
haps, Sir, at my .saying I hope to see Ireland this year. 
Indeed the generality of onr coimtrv folks who speiiil a 
little time here, and get into any tolerable acoua utance, 
seem to forget they have any other coiiiUry, till a knavish 
receiver, or tlieir breaking tenants put them in mind of it; 
but 1 assure you I have .so little of the fine lady in me, that 
I prefer a sociable evening in Dublin, to all the cliver.sions 
of London, and the conversation of an ingenious IViend, 
though in a black gown, to all the powdered toupee at St. 
James's. What has kept me seven years in l .oudou, is the 
duty I owe a very good mother, of giving her my coinimny 
since she de.sire.s it, and the convciticncy I enjoy willi lier 
of a house, coach, and servants, ut my cuininuiul.* 


>■ Her moilicv had married six year# after Chief Ihutm Dmmcllan'a 
death a brother of the first Karl of Ekiuoiii, and nlthou«h her second 
husband was a member of I'nrliameiu and revemie official m Ireland 
llioy resided principally In London. It i« said hy the fulnre Mrs, 
Delnny (*' Correspondence," i, A 77 ) dial ihcir doina so was dim to 
Mr» PorcQvnl'a preference of Kniiliind a cii re^iUleMcei InU it 
maybeaurmiBod llmt hifi wife dicl im find Urn arranK^mem 
as Utcro had been a HUggesUon (\mi her firni hti^^binul fthovild lie {mm- 
ferred vo ihe English uench (Ilrii* Mu«* Addii. MHH., f, 4f), 

SiiQ was a member of ihe Unuher family^ and nearly raliited to ihe 
groat ArchbiBhop of Umt name* She in ihe imbjecl of one of Um. 
Barbor’s clTuBionB beginning: 

“ And will your goadneiu* never Inive an end ? 

And will you fiiiil persist Ui be ruy friend? 
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I suppose, Sir, you know Mrs. Pendarves has been for 
some time at Gloucester. She has preferred a pious visit 
to a sick mother, in a dull country-town, to London in its 
gayest dress. She tells me she designs next month to 
return to us. The only uneasiness I shall have in leaving 
London is the parting with so valuable and tender a friend; 
but as she promises me, that if I stay in Ireland she will 
make it another visit, I think, for the good of my country 
I must leave her. But whilst l am indulging myself in tell- 
ing you my thoughts and designs, I should consider I am 
perhaps making you a troublesome or unseasonable visit. If 
so, use me as all impertinent things should be used; take 
no notice of me. All I designed in writing to you, was to 
let you know the high sense I have of all your favours, and 
that I am, with the greatest gratitude and esteem, Sir, 

Your most obliged obedient humble servant, 

A. DONNELLAN, 

I beg you will be so good to give my best wishes and 
services to Dr. Delany and Dr, Helsham, 


CMLXXXII. [Deane SwiM 


-TO Swift 

January 21, i 734 ’' 5 ’ 

Rev. Sir, 

This letter is not to return you country thanks for your 
royal bounty to the army of Parnassus/ Everybody knows 
that Lewis the Fourteenth built and endowed the noblest 
foundation in the world for his invalids; we in imitation 
have our Greenwich, Chelsea, and Kilmainham,/and itvyas 
but fit that the king of poets should providefor his jingling 
subjects,that are so maimed and wounded in reputation, they 


To meet me still with that engaging air, 
Still open, ardent, generous and sincere.^* 


From some verses by Mrs. Grierson it appears that Mrs. Perceval 
had conceived an idea of accompanying Berkeley to the Bermudas 
(Mrs. Barber^s ‘‘ Poems,” pp. 124,141). 

' /.5,, in the “ Scheme to make an Hospital for Incurables (“ Prose 
Works,” vii, 285). 

* The hospital for decayed soldiers in Ireland is situated at Kil- 
mainham, formerly a suburb but now portion of the city of Dublin 
\iupra^ vol. iv, p. 345, n, 3). 
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have no other way of subsistence. The occasion of this is 
as follows. This evening two learned {jentlemen, for auBht 
I know, laid a wager on tlie matter following, and referred 
it to you to decide, viz., wheUier Homer or Tacitus de¬ 
serves most praise on the following account:—Homer makes 
Helen give a character of the men of gallantry and courage 
upon the wall, but, as if it were not a fine lady’s province 
to describe wisdom in Ulysses, the hero of his second poem, 
he makes Antenor, the wisest of all Troy, interrupt her. 
The passage in Tacitus is as follows, viz., on this year died 
Junia, being the sixtieth after the Idiilippi battle, wife to 
Cassius, sister to Brutus, niece to Cato, the images of 
twenty houses were carried before her, etc.; sod pracfulg'- 
ehant Briilus ei Cassius, eo ipso, quod ituaffiues ' comm non 
visebaninr, The.se gentlemen beg they may not have 
apartments assigned them in your t>l).scrvatory. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

T. L. P. 

Be pleased to direct to tins Reverend Mr. Birch at 
Roscrea.” 

Whimsical and little in it. 


CMLXXXIII. [.SVo//.] 

S\VI1>T TO SAMUKL ClKRWAKH 

Dublin, Fehmaty (>, 1734-5. 

Sir," 

I AM very much obliged W your kind endeavours to hcl|> 
me to a purchase of lands, mr indeed I am the most help¬ 
less man alive in .such nffnir.s. My manner of life hath 
quite estranged me, not knowing liow to deal with the 
cunning of mankind; and my health is .so very uncertain, 

' Corroctly effietes (“ Ann,," Hi, 7(1). 

“ The Ucv. Willinin Jlirch wnsconnericd l»y properly with Uoncrcn, 
and was rosidinv ihero al the lime of his dcfttli foriy years lalor. 

* Gerrnrcl Imti nKnin wrillcn m .Swift (snpm,val. iv, p. 418) siig- 
Boallng- iho piirclmsc of lands not far from Ijirncor, then owned by 
Mr. James Garalin, who was an ancestor of the Garslins of Uragans- 
town in tlio county of Lotitit, and liad l)eon high slierifr of Mcatli. 

V K 







130 CORRESPONDENCE OF [i734“5 

that I dare not venture ten miles from town. I find that 
Mr. Garatin value.s his land at ten shillings an acre, and yet 
expects to sell it at twenty-four years purchase; and what 
friend have I who is able and willing to make the bargain, 
and inquire into the title, and forty other circumstances? 
All I am worth, except about fifteen hundred pounds, is 
out in mortgages; and I cannot command a penny of it, 
nor get any interest; and the fifteen hundred pounds I 
have at the bankers, I am about lending to another person 
on a mortgage. Yet if I could be tolerably u.sed for the 
land you mention, I would borrow as much aa would make 
it two thousand pounds. But I look on you as too lione.Ht 
to understand the arts of purchasers or sellens. The neigh¬ 
bouring squires, if they have money, are only proper for 
such jobs, and if they have none, will all join to cheat a 
stranger. I have long wished that some skilful man would 
take me into guardianship. 

If I had Mr. Garstin’s land at twenty years purchase, I 
would sink the rent to two shillings an acre, and rather 
have eighty pounds per annum, well paid, than a hundred 
pounds upon the rack, and so I should pay twenty-four year.s 
purcha.9e. Your justice and good-will I entirely rely on; 
and if you had a skilfid notable friend, upon whom you 
could equally rely, something might be done. Mr. Swift's 
land you thought not worth six shillings per acre; thi.s of 
Mr, Garstin’s, farther from Dublin, is valued at ten, and 
twenty-four years purchase, and the title unknown to me, 
If the price could be fixed, it would be no clifificulty to con¬ 
sult lawyers upon the title. My head la ill, unci you may 
perceive it by my way of writing; and please to excuse it. 
I am, with true esteem, 

Your most obedient .servant, 

J. Swift. 

Addressed—To Mr. Samuel Gerrarcl, at Gibbstown, to be 
left at the Post-office in Navan, 
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CMLXXXIV. 

Swift to Natmanikl Kane 

Deanery House, Febmaty 7,1734*5. 

SlU, 

I HAVE SC) ill a state of health that 1 cannot safely 
attend at the Blue Coat Board this evening. I must, there¬ 
fore, entreat you to recommend Isaac Bullock, a hopeful, 
honest boy, to be admitted into tlie Hospital at ray request 
to my Lord Mayor and the Board,” wherein you will much 
oblige. 

Your moat obedient servant, 

JONATH. Swift. 

The boy was recommended to me by the Lady Eliza¬ 
beth Brownlovv from her own knowledge." 


CMLXXXV. 

Swift to Samuel Geukaud 

February 11, 1734-5. 

Sir,' 

As I alway.H conceived a very good opinion of your 
honour and justice, as well n.s your good sense, I am more 

' In iho posacasion of lias (Jovoriiors of ihu Kilim's Hoapilal, com¬ 
monly called the llluo Coat .School, In Dublin. 

'' The rccipioni of this leiicr was liimaelf tho Lord Mayor, and na 
such acted aa Ilia chairman of the Hom'd. Swift had been for moro 
than ton years a member, and as .Sir Frederick Falkiner tolls us 
(“Hospital of Charles H," pp. i<» 3 , 185) was “an asHiduous nlicndant 
till his inlirmitics became acute." Mo did not confine himself to tho 
recommendation of pupils, but was zealous in promoting their welfare 
and furthering the interests of tho scbool. As insianeoH of his activities 
Sir Frederick mentions his service on committees for the establish¬ 
ment of an infirmary and the reslornllnn of tho chapel, tho arrange¬ 
ment of tho altar, seats, and pulpit lieing specially assigned to him, 
for tho reform of the house and government, for tho apprenticeship of 
boys to tho linen trade, for inspecting and directing the diet, and for 
rebuilding the school. 

'■* Lady Urownlow's father, the Earl of Abercorn {sufira. vol. il, p. 45), 
had been nominated as a governor at the same time ns Swift, but Imd 
died a few months before this letter ivas written. 

* In reply to Swift's letter of the 6tli, Gcrrard had evidently advised 
further ncgoliniions with Mr. Garstln. 
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inclined to rely upon them all, than our time of acquaint- 
ance usually pnxluceth. What I want is not to be dealt 
favourably with, but to bo safe. I suppo.w Mr. Gar.stinwill 
enter into all measures to make hi.s title appear good to iny 
lawyers, and then I will readily agree to buy his land at 
the price you advise me; but if 1 .set to cant with Aider- 
man Quail,' he is too cunning a man for me to contend 
with, and if Mr. Garstin were my brother, .should not 
advise him to deal with such a brangling man, to say no 
worse of him. However, Mr. Garstin’s business Is to sell as 
dear as he can; and the money, wheresoever it comes, ia 
the same thing to him. I must borrow five or six hundred 
pounds to mam2 up the sum, which I believe I can do. I am 
afraid, if the business goes on, I shall desire you to come to 
town with Mr. Garstin, for I neither can, nor will do any¬ 
thing without you, who are ns necessary as my lawyer. 
Please to answer this letter, and believe me to be. 

Your most obedient, etc., 

J. Swift. 

I must tell you in confidence, that Mr. Gar.stin'.s conduct 
has been much censured. He is said to have been a very 
ill tenant; he never paid his rents, but till he ran to an 
ejectment, and hath by extravagance put himself under a 
nece.sslty of selling this estate. Ihis I have been assured of 
from some of his neighbours, who have no design to pur¬ 
chase his lands. The characters of men are of great im¬ 
portance to be known on these occasions, 

Addressed—1:0 Mr. Samuel Gerrard, to be left at the Post- 

office, Navan, County of Meath. 


CMLXXXVI. 

Lady Eliscaubth Germain to Swikt 

February 13 , i73il*S' 

You are a fine gentleman Indeed, to learn his Grace of 
Dorset such saucy words;’ and we have quarrelled .so much 

’ Quail had been elected Lord Mayor of Dublin soon afior the 
Hanovciian accession, and was probably an uncoinproinising Whig. 
By canting Swift means hero bidding against, a sense in which ho has 
elsewhere used the word (see Oxford Dictionary). 

’ In the British Museum. See Preface. ” p. i 36 . 
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I Aiif h i'hfit: I do not know but I shall obliBu him to meet 
t held mL House.' He says ii Jh some time aRu 
Zt me to Wi-lte to you. to assure you he 

f oudit himself very much obliged to you for your letter, 
nncUl i e takes it as a proof of your ^.ciulship ami good- 
w to him. So far I owu is true; he did humbly beg the 
favour of me to write you this a great while ago, but I 
Serstood he had somethlug else inore to say. so I tlc- 
Sd wHtlng; and though 1 cannot but own 1 have seen 
him pJetty often since, but vet, at the times I could speak 
to him constantly my acldfe head forgot to ask him wlmt 
he hacUo say. So now he savs he will do his own business, 

and write to you soon himself. * i , 

T1 e Count^sHias quitted the Court, because, after a long 
illness at Bath, she did not meet with a recciilion as she 
liked, though her miatress appearcil excessively conceiniecl, 
and expressed great uneasiness at parting with hen, .uiil 
my opfoion is. tlrat not only Imr master and 
her very cnemie.s, will have reason to repent the pail they 

^^Now I^tav^ answered all I can tell you, that you want 
to know, I bid my dear Dean adieu. 

To tlie Rev. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. I'nlrlck's 
Dublin, Ireland. 


CMLXXXVH. [C/vi,>-/VM/."l 

Tiik ISari. of Stuaffokh ru Swirr 

l.(>inlon, /'WrMtuy ifl, 1734 S- 

Sir * 

To honour, and esteem, and admire you, is general to all 
that knows or has heard of you; but tube pleased witli 


' A place whore {lucls were ihnn tifien hniuht. 

» /.ol, of SuiTolk. * In ihc llriiish MiiKCiim. Sec l'rcfnce._ 

Swifl’B ricqimlniancc with Uitj Ilirt’f lU during 

Oxford’s adminifllmlion luid baon «mly nnd ili« priiiapm 

formation about hinij given by Hwifi, k ihai Im 'wm itsi proud m bel 
and could not spell" (’*Prose Wiirk»i|" /rirjfMw). llui Im it frlcind 
of Pope, in which conncclian Swift mav tiiive «cien him during 
last visits to England, and m nppeani from ih)» leiler lie had been 
now approached by Swift in his cnpacily of soHcilor for vrm appel 
hints to the llriiish lloiiso of Lonh. 
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your commands, and glad and diligent to obey them is 
peculiar to your true friendH, of which number I am very 
desirous to be reckoned. On receiving your letter by Mr 
Skerret, I Immediately undertook to ilo him the best 
service I could, and thought my.seir happy in having ad- 
vanced his affair so far, iis to get his petition to tite itousc 
of I.ord,4 read ami agreed to, and a peremptory daj- agreed 
to for his being, as this ilay, Ivcard cr /«/•/<?, if the «jthcr 
party did not put In their answer before.' 1 likewise got 
several I.ords to attend; but, on printing bis case, our 
t\ew Lord Chancellor," who at present has a great sway in 
tire House, found out that the petition I Iiad presented 
from Mr. Skerret had not fully explained matteis to tlie 
House, because, comparing dates, tlic petition of appeal 
last year was presented late in the sessions, and that 
tltough there was then an order for llie respondents to put 
in their answer in five weeks, tlie usual lime for causes in 
Ireland, yet the Parliament did not sit above a fortnight 
after, so that it was impossible for tlie respondeniH' aiisvver 
to be put in by that time; that the I’arlinment being dis. 
solved, the rcs|»ondents in ireland might c.xpect to have 
been .served with a new order this sessions, which it did 
not appear was done; and that tliough in the courts below, 
if answers were not put in, they iiroceeded to hear causes 
ex pm% yet there was this difference, lliat there they 
always allowed a time for the defendant to have his cause 
re«heard, but in the House of Lords our decrees are final, 
and it would be bard for any person, by surprise, to be 
absoliUcIv cut out from making liis defence. 

The whole House .seeming to be of the same mind, they 
put off the cause for the Thursday five weeks; and ordered 
the respondents, in the mean time, to be .served witli an 
order to put in their answer; and if they did not answer by 
that time, the House would proceed absolutely to hear tlic 
cause ex parte, I must own to you, the Chancellor pro¬ 
posed to put It off only for a month j and it was I alone 


Mombors of tho petit onoPs family were connociecl sviih the county 
or Lcitriin, nnci arc remarkable on nccoimt of their connection wltli the 
iron incUisiry which fiourishocl there until tlie supply of timber for fuel 
was oxlmustod. ' 


r /. I rli boon oighteon tnonlhs before appointed 

Lord Clinncellor and croniod Baron Tnlbot of Hensol ir/z/Jm, vol. iv, 
p. 3JO, n. 3). w I 1 
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desired it might be for five weeks giving for a reason, that 
since the appellant was disappointed once, after having 
been at the expense of feeing his counsel, he might not be 
so a second time, since his adversaries were ready to make 
all the chicane possible, they might not have the Pretence 
of another, by saying, as the usual time was five weeks and 
this order but for a month, they expected they were allowed 
the usual time, so I thought it was better giving them a 
week more, than leaving them an;^ room for /arther chi¬ 
cane. As I have not seen your friend Mr. Skerret since 
this order, I do not know how he takes it, but was resolved 
to give you this account of what happened but a few horns 
ago, that you might be convinced of my diligence to gratiiy 
you in everything you desire of, Sir, . 

Your most sincere faithful humble servant, 

Strafford. 


As the House of Commons were but yesterday on the 
practice of opening letters, you will not wonder, if I expect 
this to be opened. 


CMLXXXVIII. [ScotL] 


Swift to Samuel Gerrard 


February 20, I 734 - 5 - 


I BEG ten thousand pardons for the trouble I have pven 
you. Mr, Garstin lies under so ill a character, that I was 
advised not to deal with him, and, in short, I find such a 
difficulty in purchasing land, that I resolve not to meddle 
with it, but leave that trouble to my executors. I find the 
neighbouring gentlemen, whose land is to be sold, are con¬ 
tinually watching like crows over a dead horse, and we at 
a distance know not how to deal among them, I have been 
near twenty years endeavouring to be a purchaser, anci 
have always been baulked, or tried to be cheated, I am 
much obliged to you for your endeavours, and have not a 

^ As in other cases, Swift’s reason for abandoning the negotiations 
(sn:dra.v* 132) ought not to be accepted without some reserve. The 
Sendants of thi gentleman whose character "^"SXrthe 
have at least proved by their services to Church and State that the 
bad cjualities attributed to him were not transmitted to them. 
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better opinion of any other man’s or gentleman's honesty, 
I have lately disposed of all my money, no Ichk than fifteen 
hundred pounds, at interest, at five i>uunds, six shillings 
and eight (oence interest per hundred, which will yield me 
eighty pounds per annum. It is to the .soji-in-law of a 
friend, who hath a good fortune, and 1 think it safe.' I hope 
I shall soon see you in town. You .slipped out of my hands 
last time, but I expect you to be my sojourner whenever 
jmii come, when I will tell you the whole scheme of an 
hospital for lunatics and idiots, a charity I find it the 
hardest point to settle well," I will never leave anything to 
any other use; I will leave the whole to Gad’s providence 
how It will be disposed of, who will forgive me if my good 
intentions miscarry. I am, Sir, with great esteem and 
truth, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Jon. .Swii T. 

Addnssed--^o Mr. Samuel Gerrard, at Gibbatowri, in the 
County of Meath, near Navan. 


CMLXXXIX. [Mrs, Dclnufs Cotrespt»idence.’\ 

Swift to Mrs. Pendakvhs 

Uiiblin,23, I7J.1-S- 

^ I HAVE observed among my own .sex, and particularly 
m myself, that those of us who grow most insignificant 



build a f-unvon;m.T I,n..i» uie Oenn inlonila 10 

hZ ics’^ ® oxponso for llio recoptbn of 

ho inrt of iSn nLh "'bich was »i(i mted in 


llk^o cLu of ho* i S 
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sxpect most civility, and {jive less than they «licl when they 
possibly were good A)i’ something. 1 am grown sickly, 
weak, lean, forgetfvil, peevish, spiritless, and fur llmse very 
reasons expect that you, who have nothing to do hut to hr 
happy, should be entertaining me with your letters and 
:ivilitics, although I never return either. Your last is dated 
above two months ago,' since which time, ns well us a 
jood while before, I never had one single hour of health or 
}pirlt to acknowledge it. It i.s your fault; why did you iiot 
:ome .sooner into the world or let me come later? It is 
/our fault for coming into Ireland at all; it is your fault 
or leaving it. I confess your case is hard, for if you return 
/ou are a great fool to come among beggars and slaves, and 
f you do not, you area great knave in forsaking those you 
lave seduced to admire you. 

The complaint you make of a disorder in one of your 
syes will admit no raillery, it i.s what I was lieartiliNifllicted 
:o hear, but .since you were able to write, I Impe it hath 
sntirely left you. I am often told that 1 am an ill jutige of 
adies’ eyes, so that I shall make you an 111 cuinpliment by 
:onfessing that I read in yours all the accomnllHhinenls 1 
bund in your mind and conversation, and nuppened Irj 
igree in my thoughts with better judges. I unly wisli they 
lould never shine out of Dublin, for then you woultl re- 
lOver the only temporal blessings this town afibrils. 1 
nean sociable dinners and cheerful evenings, which, wilh« 
jut your assistance, we shall infallibly losr*; for Dr. I tclauy 
iyes entirely at Dclville, the town air will not agree with 
ns lady, and in winter there i.s no seeing him or dining 
vith him but by tlio.se who keep coaches, and they muat 
eturn the moment after dinner. But I have chid Inkn inttt 
aking a hou.se just next to his, which will have three bctl- 
hambers, wtiere his winter visitants may lie, and a berl 
hall be fitted up for you," Your fal.se reasons for not com- 
ng hither are the same in one firlicle for my not going 
imong you, I mean the bus{ne.H.s of expense; but T can 
emove ybur.s easily, It is but to stay with us always, and 
hen you can live at least three tiincs better than at home, 
/here everything is thrice as dear, and your money twelve 
11 the hundred better, whereas my .sickness and years make 
t impossible for me to live at t.orKlun. I must have three 

' Sit/ira, p, 100. 

’ .See Pcff Rnciclifro’s Invimtion (" Poeiicnl Work#," II, 
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horses, as many servants, and a large house, neither can I | 
live without constant wine, while my i>oor revenues arc | 
sinking every day. 

I am very sorry for the death of your cousin T#unsclo\vn,^ I 
His son Graham '* is ruining himself {is fast fis imssilile, but I 

I hope the young lady ha.s an untouchable settlement. I I 

am very much obliged to your care about that biKsinosii I 

with the Duke of Chandos: [ hear he told a [icrson he I 

would grant my request, but that he had no acquaintnneo 
with me. I had a letter lately from Mr.s. .Donnellan, niul I i 
command you to let her know that I will answer it with | 
the first hour of tolerable health, I’ray, Madam, preserve | 
your eyes, how dangerous soever they may be to iia; and 
yet you ought in mercy to put them out, because they 
direct your hand in writing, which is ccpially dangerous, j 

Well, Madam, pray God bless you wherever you go or | 

resldel May you be ever as you are, agreeable to every 
Killala curate” and Dublin Dean, for I disdain to mention I 
temporal folks without gowns and cassnck.s. I will wish I 

for your happiness, although I .shall never sec you, as I 

Horace did for Galatea when she was going a long voyage I 
from home; pray read the verses in the original, | 

Sis licet fclix, ubicimquc iniivis, 

ISt memor nosirl, Gnlftten, vivas, elc.' | 

A year or two ago I would have nut the whole into | 

English verse and applied it to you, but my rhyming is | 

fled with my health, and what is more to be pitied is twen 
my vein of satire upon ladies is lost. Dear MatUun, believe 
me to be, with the truest respect and esteem. 

Your most obedient, humble servant, I 

J. Swn-T. 

' Lord Lnnsdown, whom Swift ngnin calls Mrs. I'endarvos’s emnin 
Instead of uncle (w/w, p. 97), had died on 30 January! ids wife had 
died only a fortnight before. 

’ /«,, aon-indawj Stonford*s old nunll (ti/fira, vol. iii, n. ajS). 

" Supra, p. 97. ' Ode III, 37, 13. 
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:MXC. [Dmne SrvifQ 

TiiK Rev. Thomas Sheridan ‘m Swirr 

timt< Ifany 35 , 1734 . 5 . 

Rave e'er end day ann,‘ 

Eye fan .sec they Rake artier I.s a dee! a tory jant ill 
nan, bee caii.se he mite heave scent hia o pin eye on beef 
yer thi.s. Yew no eye heave sum mow knee too pen misa 
:ear Hen a wry, Ann damn inn Imy east tub ring Matt 
Eyrs twnck on clue alum. Eye maid a nap point meant 
:wo Bee at they Dean a wry tun oy't, butt am pray vent 
lead buy a ten ant in Jew red buy Ann at Urn I, buy 
lome eye must and. ,liye am ewer mow stob ay tly ant 
^nn dumb bell serve aunt, 

Tom a.ss She hhi Ann. 


JMXCI. [Lanc^Poole.'‘\ 

Swift to John Hariier 

Deanery Iloune, Dublin, Manh 1, I73.|*s. 
My very good and odd Friend, 

I R15C1CIVED lately a very acceptable present which you 
vere pleased |;a .send me, which was an engraved picture nf 
,^ou, very hand.somdy framed, willi a glass over it." 1 take 
/our remembrance of me very kiiuliy, and give yrm my 
learty thanks. I have no other way to show my gratitude 

' The rollowinir iiilcr|ircl»lioii is given by .Sir Walter .Smll; 

, " Kcbrtmry 35, 1734.5, 

“ UKVRRRNIt DKAN, 

“ 1 fancy the Uecoriler l/'.i(?.,.Stnnnnrtl') is n dilatory Keiuleninn, beenuse 
te might have sent his opinion before this. You know I have some 
nonoy to pay Mister Henry;, iiiui nni in haste tt» bring matters to n 
:onclu8ion. 1 matlenu appaiiuirieni to be at the Deanery to-night, but 
im prevented by a tenant injured by an aiuiruey, by whom I must 
Hand. I nm 

"Your most obedient and humble servant, 

"Thomas Shkridam." 

’ "Swift's Letters and joumnls," p. 333. 

The only print of Jlarber Ibni appears to be known Is a meiootint 
>y I'ubor after n porlrnil painted in 1737 by Dantlrldge, 
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at present, than by desiring anotlier favour from you, 
which however will be less expensive, Mr. Sinj^leton, the 
King^s Prime Serjeant here, is one of the first among the 
worthiest persons in this kingdom; of great honour, justice, 
truth, good-sense, good-nature, and knowledge in his 
faculty:* this gentleman, whom I have the honour to 
know, although his business be too great to^ allow me the 
happiness of seeing him as often as I desire, hath com¬ 
manded me to recommend the bearer, Mr. Richardson, 
agent to the Deny Society, whereof you are a member.'* 
From such a recommendation as the Prime Serjeant's, I 
will engage that Mr. Richardson is a very deserving man, 
and that whatever he desires of you will be perfectly just 
and reasonable. 

And now, my good friend, give me leave to inquire after 
your health, which, I hope, is much better than mine. Arc 
you often in your coach at HIghgatc and Hampstead? Do 
you keep cheerful company? I know you cannot drink, but 
I hope your stomach for eating ts not declined, and how 
are you treated by the gout? Those and many more par¬ 
ticulars I desire to know. The people who read news have 
struck me to the heart, by the account of my dear friend 
Dr, ArbuthiioPs death; although I could expect no less, 
by a letter I received from him a month or two ago." 13o 
you sometimes see Mr. Pope? We still correspond pretty 
constantly. He publishes poems oftencr and better tlian 
ever, which I wonder at the more, because lie complaliiH 

^ Henry Singleton, whom Swift named aa one of liift executors, be* 
came successively Chief Justice of t))c Common Picas and Master of 
the Rolls. Ho represented in the Irish Parliament the town of Drog¬ 
heda, where he was born, from 1713 until his elevation to the bench 
in 1740, and on the death of Sir Ralph Core the contest for the SpcakcHa 
chair lay between him and Henry Hoyle, aflorwards Earl of Slmnnon, 
who was aolectedi By some of hfs opponents he was accused of being 
proud and haughty and a Tory in politics, but these allegations wem 
denied by his friends. In his letters Primate Boulter professed grcal 
regard for him, but la said by Marmadukc Cogliill to have oppnacd 
him as an ally of Archbishop Bolton to whom the Primnlo was '‘nn 
great an enemy ns Christianity would permit’*(Brit, Mub. Addil. MSS., 
21123, 26, 32; “Boultcr’a Letters/* li, 76), 

“ William Richardson of Summorscat, near Coleraine in the county 
of Londonderry, to whom Swift refers, was a brother of the Rev. Jolm 
Richardson, whose olTorts to promote the circulation of Bible« in tiie 
Irish langu«igc has 1 )cen noticed vol, i, p. 248, n. i). 

“ p. 93, Arbuthnot is said to have died on 27 February, 

Possibly a protnature announcement of his death had reached Swift. 
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with too much reason of his disorders. What a havoc 
hath death made among our friends since that of the 
Queen I 

As to myself, I am grown leaner than you were when we 
parted last, and am never wholly free from giddiness and 
weakness, and sickness in my stomach, otherwise I should 
have been among you two or three years ago. But now I 
despair of that happiness. I ride a dozen miles as often as 
I can, and always walk the streets, except in the night, 
which my head will not suffer me to do. But my fortune is 
so sunk, that I cannot afford half the necessaries or con¬ 
veniences that I can still make a shift to provide myself 
with here, My chief support is French wine, which, 
although not equal to yours, I drink a bottle to myself 
every day. I keep three horses, two men and an old 
woman, in a large empty house, and dine half the week 
like a King by myself. Thus I tell you my whole economy, 
which I fear will tire you by reading. Pray God keep you 
in health and happiness; and do me the justice to believe 
that I am, with true esteem and friendship, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Jon. Swift. 

You see by my many blottings and interlinings, what a 
condition my head is in, 


CMXCII. \prigtnal}'\ 

Lord Carteret to Swift 

Jermyn Street, March 6 , i 734 “ 5 » 

Sir, 

I HAD the honour of your letter, and attended the cause 
yesterday, and the day before.** It went for your friend 
upon the justest principles, and that unanimously, and he 
did not only carry his cause before the House; but his 
future cause springing out of this, is mended by the decree. 
The Chancellor** said, the respondent had more reason to 

> In the British Museum, See Preface, ^ ^ 

® Swift had evidently written to Carteret as well as to Oxford about 
McLonnan^s appeal {supra^ p, 121). 

” Supra^ p. 134, Ur 2. 
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appeal than the appellant. Mr. Lindsay, who informed you 
right in all the matters you mentioned to me, will inform 
you, on perusing our decree, of the reason of the Chancellor’s 
expression. I have a partiality for Captain Rowley’ in every 
thing but judicature, and in that capacity, if Judge Lindsay 
and I sat together, I fancy by what I know of him, that we 
should seldom disagree. 

I thank you for taking notice of the prosperous events 
that have happened to my family. If alliance and the 
thoughts of posterity can bind a man to the interest of his 
country, I am certainly bound to stand by liberty, and 
when you see me forgetful of that, may you treat me like 
Traulus and Pistorides,* I am impatient for four volumes, 
said to be your Works, for which my wife and I have sub¬ 
scribed, and we expected a dozen copies from Mr. Tickell 
last packet.® I intend these Works shall be the first founda¬ 
tion of the libraries of my three grandsons. In the mean 
time they will be studied by my son and sons-in-law. I 
desire you will condescend to make my compliments to 
Dr. Delany, for whom I have a most hearty esteem, though 
I know he thinks me not serious enough upon certain 
arduous points of antiquity. 

Sir, that you may enjoy the continuance of all happiness, 
is my wish. As for futurity, I know your name will be 
remembered, when the names of Kings, Lords Lieutenants, 
Archbishops, and Parliament politicians, will be forgotten: 
at last, you yourself must fall into oblivion, which may 
happen in less than a thousand years, though the term may 
be uncertain, and will depend on the progress that barbarity 
and ignorance may make, notwithstanding the sedulous 
endeavours to the contrary, of the great prelates in this and 
succeeding ages. My wife, my mother, my mother-in-law, 
my etc., etc., etc., all join with me in good wishes to you; 
and I hope you will continue to believe, that I am, with the 
greatest respect. Sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Carteret. 

’ Captain William Rowley was married to a niece of Joshua Dawson. 

* Lord Allen and Richard Tighe. 

’ The first three volumes of Faulkner’s edition of Swift’s “ Works " 
had been promised to subscribers on 27 November, and the fourth on 
6 January. See Appendix V. 
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CMXCIII, \Hawkesworth}‘\ 

Swift to William Pulteney 


Dublin, March 8, 17^4-?, 

SlR,^ 

Mr. Stopford going to England upon some particular 
affair, I gladly complied with his desire, that I should do 
myself the honour of writing to you, because, as useless as 
I am, and although I shall never have the happiness to see 
you, yet my ambition to have some small place in your 
memory, will live as long as myself* 

I will do an unmannerly thing, which is, to bequeath 
you an epitaph for forty years hence, in two words, Ulthnus 
Briiannorunu You never forsook your party* You might 
often have been as great as the Court can make any man 
so; but you preserved your spirit of liberty, when your 
former colleagues had utterly sacrificed theirs; and if it 
shall ever begin to breathe in these days, it must entirely 
be owing to yourself and one or two friends. But it is 
altogether impossible for any nation to preserve its liberty 
long under a tenth part of the present luxury, infidelity, and 
a million of corruptions* We see the Gothic system of 
limited monarchy is extinguished in all the nations of 
Europe. It is utterly extirpated in this wretched kingdom, 
and yours must be the next* Such has ever been human 
nature, that a single man, without any superior advantages 
either of body or mind, but usually the direct contrary, is 
able to attack twenty millions, and drag them voluntarily 
at his charlot-wheels. 


But no more of this. I am as sick of the world as I am 
of age and disease, the last of which I am never wholly 
without. I live in a nation of slaves, who sell themselves 
for nothing. My revenues, though half sunk, are sufficient 
to support me in some decency. And I have a few friends 
of great worth, who, when I visit them, or they me, agree 


^ The letter is said to have been communicated by a member of 
PuUeney^s family, 

® It was evidently kindness to his friend James Stopford, who was 
then going to England, that induced Swift to write this letter, which 
indicates that he had sent no communication to Pulteney, except the 
congratulatory letter on the birth of his son and a recommendation 
of an appellant, since he was last in England. 






144 


CORRESPONDENCE OF [i734"5 

together in discovering our utter detestation of all pro¬ 
ceeding both here and there. Haecest vita solutorum misera 
ambiiiom gravique. I am under the displeasure of the 
Court for fixing up a true Whig epitaph in my Cathedral, 
over the burying place of old Schomberg, and for some 
other things of equal demerit or disaffection, wherewith I 
am charged;' perhaps also for some verses laid to my 
charge, and published without my knowledge or consent; 
wherein you and another person are understood to be 
meant by initial letters.^ 

I desire your pardon for the trouble I gave in recom¬ 
mending a gentleman to your protection, who hath an 
appeal before the House of Lords; ^ wherein I was prevailed 
on by an eminent person in the law, who, by a miracle, was 
raised to the bench in these very times, although he be a 
man of virtue and learning in a great degree. Dear Sir, you 
have nothing to desire in this world but good health, good 
times, the prosperity of your family, wherein you have my 
constant prayers, and deserving friends, I have often said, 
that I never knew a more easy man to live with than your¬ 
self; and if you had only a poor forty thousand pounds a 
year, I would command you to settle one thousand of it on 
me to live in your next neighbourhood; but as for our 
friends at Twickenham and Dawley, I have told them 
plainly that they are both too speculative and temperate 
for me to accept their invitation, and infinitely too philo¬ 
sophical. 

The bearer, Mr, Stopford, hath such infinite obligations 
to you for your favours to him, and is, in all respects, so 
very deserving a gentleman, that I am sure you never re¬ 
pented the good office you have done him at my recom¬ 
mendation. But he only attends you on perfect gratitude; 
for he knows very well you are what is now called a dis¬ 
affected person. You are, in the modern sense, a friend to 
Popery, arbitrary power, and the Pretender; and, therefore, 
he has just politics enough not to trouble you with helping 
him by the hand to better preferment; and I pray God, 

‘ Snpray vol. iv, p. 247. 

^ The verses Mr. Pulteney being put out of the Council” 
(“ Poetical Works,” ii, 250). In Faulkner’s version of the poem the 
names of Pulteney and Walpole are printed under the slender disguise 
of Will P y and Sir —. 

® McLoriiian {supra^ p. 122), 
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while things continue as they are, that it may be never in 
your power to make a curate, or an exciseman. 

You will hear, perhaps, that one Faulkner hath printed 
four volumes, which are called my Works; he has only 
prefixed the first letters of my name; it was done utterly 
against my will; for there is no property in printers or 
booksellers here, and I was not able to hinder it.* I did 
imagine, that after my death, the several London book¬ 
sellers would agree among themselves to print what each 
of them had by common consent; but the man here has 
prevented it, much to my vexation, for I would as willingly 
have it done even in Scotland, All this has vexed me not 
a little, as done in so obscure a place. I have never yet 
looked into them, nor, I believe, ever shall. You will find 
Mr. Stopford the same modest, virtuous, learned man that 
you last saw him; but with a few more years, and a great 
deal more flesh, beside the blessing of a wife and children. 
1 desire to present my humble service to yours. I pray 
God bless and assist you in yoiir glorious endeavours for 
the preservation of your country, and remain, with the 
truest respect, Sir, 

Your most obedient, and obliged humble servant, 

JONATH. Swift. 

You will see, by the many blunders in words, syllables, 
and letters, what a condition my giddy head is in. 


CMXCIV. ICopy?'] 

Swift to the Rev. James Stopford 

Deanery House, March 8, 1734*5, 

Sir/ 

I HEARTILY wish you a good voyage and good success, 
but I hope you will never advance your fortunes by the 
favour of those who are bent to ruin and enslave England, 
as they have already done Ireland. I desire my humble 
service to my Lord Bolingbroke, Ml Pope, and my old 
friends with whom I brought you acquainted. If you get 

' Snpra^ p. 142, n, 3. ^ In the Forster Collection. 

^ Swift is said to have adopted this formal mode of address as a 
consequence of Stopford^s marriage {supruy vol, iv, p, 93), 

V L 
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preferment upon the foot that others do, you will lose the 
esteem of all honest men. My humble respects to my Lord 
Carteret, and my Lady, and to the Countess of Granville, 
and Mr. Ford, if you see him. I am. 

Ever yours, 

J. S. 

I desire you will present my humble service to Mr. Hart 
that my head was so ill I could not write to him or any 
letters by him, but I wish him all success, and entreat he 
would let all my friends of his acquaintance know that I 
present my humble service to them. I have left the letter 
to Mr. Pulteney open, which I desire you will seal after 
you have read it. 

Addressed—To the Reverend Mr. Stopford. 


CMXCV. \prisinal}\ 

William Pulteney to Swift 

London, March ii, I 734 ' 5 ' 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE often desired our friend Pope, when he wrote to 
you, to allow me a corner of his letter, to assure you of my 
most humble service; but the little man never remembered 
it, and it was not worth troubling you with a letter of my 
own on so insignificant an occasion^ 

Your recommending Mr.McLorinan to me, gives me great 
pleasure and satisfaction, as it is an instance of your kind 
remembrance and friendship. I promise you, whoever at 
any time comes to me from you, shall be sure of meeting 
with the utmost of my endeavours to serve them. I am 
glad I can acquaint you, Mr, McLorinan has all the success 
he could expect or wish for: his cause was a good one, 
and he had the honour of having it greatly attended. 
When it was over he asked me, but in a very modest way, 
whether it was possible to get him made receiver of the 
new Bishop of Derry^s rents.® I told him, 1 would try; I 

' In the British Museum. See Preface, 

* The famous Thomas Rundle, whose opinions led to his being de¬ 
prived of the see of Gloucester, to which he had been nominated, but 
were considered no bar to his holding an Irish bishopric. 
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did so, found it would not succeed, and so dropped it 
immediately. 

What do you say to the bustle made here to prevent 
the man from being an English bishop, and afterward 
allowing him to be good Christian enough for an Irish 
one? Sure the opposition, or the acquiescence, must have 
been most abominably scandalous. By what I can learn 
of pr. Rundle^s character, for I am not in the least ac¬ 
quainted with him myself, he is far from being the great 
and learned man his friends would have the world believe 
him; and rnuch further yet from the bad man his enemies 
represent him, Our right reverend brethren continue to 
dwell together in the strictest political unity; whether it 
be like the dew of Hermon upon the hill of Sion, or like 
the ointrnent that ran down Aaron's beard, to the skirts of 
his clothing, I cannot say, but I am sure, it is a good and 
joyful thing for the Ministers to behold, This has enabled 
them to prevent any inquiry into the scandalous method 
of nominating, instead of electing the sixteen Scotch peers; ^ 
and these, and they together, make a most dreadful body 
in that House. We are not quite so bad in ours; but I own 
to you, that I am heartily tired of struggling to no purpose 
against the corruption that does prevail, and I see, always 
will prevail there. 

Poor Arbuthnot, who grieved to see the wickedness of 
mankind, and was particularly ashamed of his own coun¬ 
trymen, is dead,^ He lived the last six months in a bad 
state of health, and hoping every night would be his last; 
not that he endured any bodily pain, but as he was quite 
weary of the world, and tired with so much bad company. 
What I have said of the Doctor, may perhaps deter you 
ffop^ coming among us; but if you had any thoughts of 
visiting England this summer, I can assure you of some 
friends, who wish to live with you, and know how to value 
and esteem you; among them, there is no one that does 
so more sincerely than, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

W, P. 

Mrs, Pulteney is very much your humble servant, and 
joins in inviting you here next summer. 

^ This question had led to a long debate that session in the House 
oi* Lords. 
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CMXCVI. {Hawkesworth?^ 

Swift to William Fitzherbert 

March 19, 1734 -S' 

Sir * 

I HAD some days ago a very long letter from a young 
gentleman whom I never saw; but, by the name sub¬ 
scribed I found it came from a younger son of yours, I 
suppose your second.’ He lays before me, m a very par- 
ticXr mLner, the forlorn condition he is in, by the sever¬ 
ities of you and your lady, his mother. He free y owns his 
boyish follies, when he was first brought up to town, at 
fourteen years old, but he appeals to Dr. Sheridan foi the 
improvement he made in the Doctors school, and to his 
tutor for his behaviour in the College, where he took his 
degree with particular credit, being made one of the mod¬ 
erators of his class, by which it appears that he passed for 
one of the four best scholars in it. His letter contains four 
large pages in folio, and written in a very small hand, 
where he gives a history of his life, from the age of four¬ 
teen to the present time. It is written with so much spirit, 
nature, and good sense, as well as appearance of truth, 
that having first razed out the writer’s name, I have shown 
it to several gentlemen, my friends, of great worth, learn¬ 
ing, and taste, who all agree in my opinion of the letter, 
and think it a pity that so hopeful a youth should not 
have proper encouragement, unless he has some very dis¬ 
agreeable faults, whereof they and I are ignorant. 

When I had written thus far. Dr. Sheridan came to see 
me. I read your son’s letter to him, and he was equally 
pleased with it, and justified the progress the young_ man 
had made in his school. I went this evening to visit a 
lady, who has a very great esteem and friendship fov yoh 
and Mrs. Fitzherbert. She told me that the young man s 
great fault was too much pertness and conceit of himself, 
which he often showed in your house, and even among 

> There has been already allusion to the recipient of this letter, who 
resided in the county of Cavtm and was probably known to Swift 

through Sheridan vol. iii, p. 243). , , , 

* The reference is to Fitzherbert’s second son, Andrew, who had 
graduated four years before as a bachelor of arts in Dublin University. 
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company, which, I own, is a very bad quality in any 
young man, and is not easily cured; yet, I think, if I had 
a son, who had understanding, wit, and humour, to write 
such a letter, I could not find in my heart to cast him off 
but try what good advice and maturer years would do* 
toward amendment, and in the mean time, give him no 
cause to complain of wanting convenient food, lodeine 
and raiment. » t* 

He lays the whole weight of his letter to me upon the 
truth of the facts, and is contented to stand or fall by 
them. If he be a liar, he is into the bargain an unpardon- 
111 natural, as well as acquired parts, 

shall be an aggravation to me, to render him more odious. 
I hear he is turned of one-and-twenty years, and what he 
alleges seems to be true, that he is not yet put into any 
way of living, either by law, physic, or divinity; although 
m his letter, he pretends to have studied the first, on your 
promise to send him to the Temple, but, your mind alter¬ 
ing, and you rather choosing to send him to Leyden, he 
applied himself to study physic, and made some progress 
m it; but, for many months, he has heard nothing more 
from you, so that now he is in utter despair, loaden with 
the hatred of both his parents, and lodges in a garret in 
William Street, with only the liberty to dine at your house, 
and no farther care taken of him. 

Sir, although I have seldom been in your company, it is 
many years since I had the honour of being known to you, 
and I always thought, as well as heard, that you were a 
gentleman of great honour, truth, knowledge, modesty, 
good-nature, and candour. As to your lady, I never saw 
her but once, and then but for a few minutes.^ She has the 
character of being a very polite and accomplished person, 
and therefore, very probably, her son's rough, overweening, 
forward behaviour, among company with her, without that 
due deference which only can recommend youth, may be 
very disgustful to her. Your son desires me, iii his letter, 
to apply to some friends who have most credit with you, 
that you will please to put him into some way of life, and 
he wishes that those friends would be so generous to join 

' Fitzherbert's wife was a sister of Swifl:*s old friend Andrew 
Charleton, the Dudiess of Ormondes chaplain {su^ra^ vob ii, p. 366). 
Their father was for more than a quarter of a century Chancellor of 
Armagh Cathedral (Leslie*s “Armagh Clergy,p. 39), 
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in contributing some allowance to support him at Leyden^ | 
I think, it would have been well if he had been sent to sea 
in the proper time, or had now a commission in the army) 
yet, if he were the original writer of that letter sent to me 
under his name, I confess myself so very partial, as to be 
extremely sorry if he should not deserve and acquire the 
favour of you and your lady; in which case, any parents 
might be forgiven for being proud of such a son. I have no 
acquaintance with his tutor, Dr. King,^ but, if I can learn 
from those who have, I shall be glad to hear that he con¬ 
firms the character of the young man's good parts and 
learning, as Dr. Sheridan has done. 

I entreat your pardon for this long letter, and for ofifor^ 
mg to interfere in a domestic point, where I have no in¬ 
formation but from one side; but I can faithfully assure 
you, that my regard is altogether for the service and case 
of you and your lady, and family. I have always thought 
that a happy genius is seldom without some bent toward 
virtue, and therefore deserves some indulgence. Most of the 
peat villains I have known, which were not a small number, 
nave been brutes in their understandings, as well as their 
actions. But I have already run out my paper, as well as 
your patience, I shall therefore conclude with the sincere 
profession of being, with great esteem and truth, Sir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant. 


CMXCVII. [^rSn StopfordSackvilUs Ma 7 iuscripts?\ 
Swift to the Duke of Dorset 



must please to remember that I carried you to 
SferidaT scholars of Doctor 

pleased you were very well 

of mWavTnrat the memory 

> g excellent taste in all parts of literature. 

FdtowsftrinUy!!oW°DuS Senior 

a College living a few months later on 

Hist. MSS. Com,, vol. i, p, 161, 
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I prevailed on my Lord Carteret to make him one of his 
chaplains and to bestow him a good living, which the 
Doctor afterwards exchanged for another about seven 
miles from Dublin.' But his health impairing by the air of 
this town, and being invited by the gentlemen of the 
county of Cavan to accept the Free School of Cavan, which 
is endowed equal to his living, and he being born in the 
county, the present schoolmaster, one Mr. Knowles, is 
desirous to change his school for the Doctor^s living of 
much the same value, called Dunboyne, in your Grace^s 
gift This affair hath been so long managing that it was in 
agitation before you left us, and I begged your consent for 
the change, which, as a very reasonable request, not cross¬ 
ing any measures of your Grace, you were pleased to 
grant All things have been long agreed; the Bishop of 
Kilmore® hath writ to you upon it; so your Lords Jus¬ 
tices have done for some months past, but being a thing 
of no great consequence to the public state of the kingdom 
your secretaries have forgot it. In the mean time the poor 
Doctor hath given up his school in town, to his great loss, 
and hath parted with his house, continuing in uneasiness 
and suspense till your letter comes. Therefore I humbly 
beg you will please to order one of your secretaries im¬ 
mediately to send the letter that will impower the Doctor 
and Knowles, the schoolmaster, to exchange stations. My 
letter is the worst part of the matter, because it will cost 
you three minutes to read, but the request is short and 
reasonable. I writ some days ago to my Lady E. Germain 
on the same purpose, but it is possible her Ladyship might 
forget, which your Grace to my knowledge is not capable of. 

^ Snpra^ p. 82,11. 3. 

The diocese of Kilmore, in which Cavan lies, was at that time 
piesided over by Josiah Hort, who had been translated thither from 
Ferns soon after Swift alluded to him in writing to Tickell {supra^ 
vol. iii, p. 385), Pie has been terribly lampooned by Swift in the **Storm” 
(** Poetical Works,” i, 243), but would appear to have been not without 
fitness for his office, as theological writings left by him were valued by 
several generations, and are said to have been undertaken by him 
from a sense of his deficiency as a preacher, through the weakness of 
his voice, and a desire to fulfil by such means as lay in his power his 
consecration vows. 
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CMXCVIII. \peane Swift:\ 


Mrs. Pratt to Swift 

London^ Apnl 4» ^735* 


I THINK you know me sufficiently not to doubt of a 
letter any vZy coming from you being acceptable , Ihme- 
fore an JUisLn but Aat cannot fail of an excuse from me 
whose friendship is pleasingly gratified by the honom of 
having it returned from one of your distinguished 
and i4rit, whose life I wish to preserve, but wish mme to 
make it agreeable to you by the full enjoyment of health, 
friends, fortune, and situation; my next desire shoiUd b^ 
that I had a power to contribute to your attainment of any 

of these comforts. , . , ir i„ci-ifir 

Yourikind inquiries in relation to myself, only justify 
taking up your time with so insignificant a subject, whic i 
shall be particular upon merely in obedience to your com¬ 
mands. I have no obligations to the Court, nor am likely 
to have any. I have to my Lord Shelburne, vvhose house 
in London is my settled habitation; though I am airaicl 
two years will put an end to my good fortune, the lease of 
the house, which is an old one, being then expned, ana so 
perhaps may be that of my life, which I have been long 

^^*^Added to my Lord Shelburne's favours, I have great 
and many, more than I can express here, to the Duchess 
of Buckingham,® whose table is my constant one, and her 
coach oftener mine that I ask for it; besides fetching me 
every day, and bringing me home, she makes me shave in 
public amusements without expense, and ui summer the 
variety of change of air, which her station eiTipowers her to 
take, and more her inclination to impart to her friends the 
benefit of, who cannot fail of being so to lier, if they have 
merit enough to be capable of being obliged by the most 
agreeable sincere manner to engage approbation and gratU 

^ This letter appears to be a reply to a belated response from Swift 
to the letter which she had sent him eighteen months before {supra^ 
p* 42). 

® Snprat vol. iv, p. 387* 
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tilde: then I hope yon think I have enoiigli to do justice, 
both in my thoughts and actions, to one so worthy of it. I 
am, Sir, 

Your sincerely obliged and aiTectionate humble servant, 

H. I’KATT. 


CMXCIX. {On^nnal}] 

Lady EDr/Ainmr Gekmain to Swift 

W/r/V 5, 1735. 

PART the first, you order me to give up iti)' .secretary- 
.shipi” and part the second, called po.stscri[)t, yon employ 
me about Dr. Sheridan’s exchange, when the !ettcr.s for it 
must have been at Dublin long before ymir.s eaine away. 
I was just thinking, that wa.s a little upon tlie dear joy;'’ 
but to be .sure, you wa.s in the right, for what signifietl my 
secretaiyship when I had no business? 

The Counte.ss of SufiTolk did not give up the first em¬ 
ployment at Court, for she had no other than mistress of 
the robes, being four hundred pounds a year, wliich the 
Duchess of Dorset had (|uittcd to her, there being no lady 
of the bedchamber's place vacant, and it not being i|uitc 
proper for aCoiintCHS to continue bedchamber woman. As 
to her part about Gay, that I cleared to you long ago; 
for, to my certain knowledge, no woman was ever a Iiuttcr 
friend than she by many way.s jtroved herself to him, As 
to what you hint about your.sell, ns I am wholly ignorant 
what it is you mean, I can .say nothing upon it. And na 
the question, whether you .should congratulate or condole, 
I bollovc, you may do either, or both, and not be in the 
wrong; for I truly think she was heartily sorry to be 
obliged, by ill usa^m, to quit a master and miatresH that 
she had served so justly and loved .so well. However, she 
has now much more case and liberty, and accordingly her 
health better. 

Mrs. Flovcl has a cough every whiter, and generally 
so bad with it that she oflcii frights me for the con- 

‘ In iho Hrhisli Musoimi. See IVoface. 

“ Kyicleiuly In n reply to her leiior of 13 Fobronry. 
riiia expression seems to have been n well-known Irisltisni tu thni 
lime. See “ Prose Works," xii, 95. 
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sequences. My saucy niece' presents her service to * 
Swift. The Duchess of Dorset is g-one to Bath with 1 -s 
Darnbert,’ for her health; she has not been long cnov 
there yet to find the good effects of tire waters, but an tl 
always did agree with her, I have great hopes they will n 
quite cure her colic. In all likelihood, you arc weEii'V 
this time of reading, and I am of writing such a J< 
letter; .so adieu, my dear Dean. 

AM-essed—To the Revd. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. I'atric 
Dublin. 


M, [Deane Swift.] 

The Rev. Thomas Sheiudan to Swift 

//^vVs, I?; 

Dear Sir." , ., 

Among all the rest of Mrs. Sheridan’s diabolical i>r«cj 
ings, she is at this juncture carrying on an intriK *'*^ 
marriage between her daughter [AnneJ and a cj*'* 
thorough fop [John Sheen]. For Heaven’s sake, rrw 
have been my best friend, talk to the monster iipoit 
occasion, for it is the town talk; she will not know Jiuvv 
came to know it, and among other questions desire lie 
produce her daughter’s work for these two years pn«t, 
you will find not the fourth part of a poor .spider w 
labour. This I have been from time to time pressinR fc 
no purpose, because prevented out of spite to me; yet C5 

b--h in town are advocates against me, as I ciinnat cl 

mountain, snivel, complain, and out»lie the father of H«i 
beg you will only observe her damnable hynocriticivl c 
tenanco when you charge her with this, and if you rto 

1 /.((., Mias Clmmbors (jw/ra, vol. iy, p. 4 ’ 7 )* . , , , 

^ Probably iho widow or daughlor-m*law of Sir Jolin Lambert 

was crenlcd a bavonot by Queon Anno. . 

» AUbough iho opening paragraph displays a spinl 1 ml e IbrJ 
the greni Clirislian foslival, ihis loiter was written on the ovc of K 
A« appears from it Shorklan was once more spending his varat 
the county of Cavan, and the negotiations for his nppoinimt 
master of Cavan school wore on the point of being concliuled 
p. iji), 
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see it transformed into a mask in one instant, I will forfeit 
all title to your friendship. Thus have I been linked to the 
devil for twenty-four years, with a coal in my heart, which 
was kindled in the first week I married her, and could 
never by all my industry be extinguished since. For this 
cause I have often been charged with peevishness and 
absence among my best friends. When my soul was un¬ 
easy, every little thing hurt it, and therefore I could not 
help such wrong behaviour. You were the only one who 
had an indulgence for me. And now I earnestly ask this 
last friendship, for I shall be ashamed to ask any more, 
that you will interpose your authority to prevent what may 
prove a greater affliction, if possible, than my marriage. 

Mrs.-was so charitable as to give me a hint of this 

affair, and at the same time her advice to hurry away that 
girl as soon as I possibly could. I did not know what 
method to take before this instant that Mrs. Perrott ^ has 
invited my two eldest daughters to her house till such time 
as I may be settled at Cavan. She is a lady, the best house¬ 
wife in Ireland, and of the best temper I ever knew. Her 
daughters are formed by her example, so that it is impos¬ 
sible to place them where they will have a better oppor¬ 
tunity of learning what may be hereafter of real advantage 
to thern.^ 

Dear Sir, I shall impatiently wait your advice; for my 
affairs here require a longer attendance than I expected. 
You will be so good as to let me know from Mr. Lingeii® 
whether the Duke of DorsePs letter be come in answer to 
the Lords Justices, that I may hurry to Dublin; for people 

' Supra^ p. 119, n, 2. 

^ Notwithstanding Sheridan’s opposition, the marriage of his 
daughter Anne to John Sheen, for which a licence was issued by the 
Archbishop of Dublin on the 26th of that month, took place. Her 
father never forgave her. To his other daughters he bequeathed £$o 
each; to her and to his unkind wife ” 5J*. each. It may be doubted 
whether Sheen, who was an Englishman with an office in the Irish 
customs, deserved such contumely as Sheridan heaps upon him. His 
closest friend was John Lodge, an archivist and genealogist of whom 
Ireland has reason to be proud, and his wife^s relations as well as his 
children are mentioned in his will with much affection. His wife died 
before him, as did also his only son, who was an officer in the army, 
and two daughters^ the elder of whom married one of her Sheridan 
cousins, survived him, 

^ William Lingen, who was one of Vanessa's legatees, was for many 
years an official in Dublin Castle. 
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are here impatient at having their children »long idle,' I w 

Shvk pm^rto fiSnUKte "°HnJt u|o., 

^.Zp1fe£e a ilSl Sh sufflcien? to 

i:£n'«5s:gteifraK^ 

& Sir, ever ha4 a grateful sense of your friendship, and 

be with all respect, . 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan, 


ML [OriginaL^^ 

Archbishop Bolton to Swift 

April 7, 1735. 

Dear Sir/ ^ ^ 

I SUPPOSE by this time you have been intormed, tlint 
Mr. Dunkin was ordained here last Thursday, and that 
your recommendation got the better of my prejudices to 
his unhappy genius, which, I hope, will in some degree 

* On 20 February Dorset had written to the Lords Justices saying 
that he had been asked when last in Ireland to allow Sheridan to ex» 
change the living of Dunboyne for the mastership of Cavan school, 
and requesting them to execute the necessary documents as the Bi&hon 
of the diocese had since informed him that the master of the school 
was a very worthy, well-affected clergyman, and that Dr. Sheridan 
would make a good schoolmaster.” This letter had crossed one from 
the Lords Justices enclosing a formal application from Sheridan, to 
which Dorset replied on 3 April again, asking the Lords Justices to 
sign the proper instruments (Departmental Correspondence in 1 LR* ** 0 , 

of Ireland). . r. 

^ There has been already reference to the friendship between Swift 
and Lord Chancellor Wyndham (supra^ vol. iv, p. 631 n. 2), whose 
sympathy with Irish aspirations was then causing Primate Bolton 
much anxiety. 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ Theophilus Bolton had been translated five years before fronj the 
bishopric of Elphin {sn^ra^ voldii, p, 235) to the archbishopric of 
Cashel. He had made atonement for his former insubordination as a 
prebendary by joining two of his episcopal brethren in opposition to 
the Bills of Residence and Division [supra^^ p. 15, n. 3) i 

** They came of good kindred, and could not endure 
Their former companions should beg at their door,” 
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convince you, that your power over me is not yet quite 
worn out’ ^ ^ ^ 

It is one of the greatest evils that attends those whom 
fortune has forsaken, that their friends forsake them too 
and let me tell you that your not seeing me the whole* 
winter I was last in Dublin, was not a less mortification to 

sayings of the great Parliament 
oiators. However, ! must own your taking any occasion to 
write to me at all, has made some amendl; for though you 
seem designedly to cover it, I think I perceive somi little 
inarks of that former kindness, which I once pleased myself 
to have had a share in with your lawyer friends.® When I 
conversed with politicians, I learned that it was not prudent 
to seem fond of what one most desires, for which reason I 
would not tell you that if this accident of your poetical 
friend should open a way to our frequent meeting together 
again, and being put upon the old foot as when I wal your 
^ibject at St. Patrick s, I should think myself the happiest 
man in the world, but this I will say that if it falls out so, 
this last heavy period of my life will be much more toler- 
able than it is at present 

I am now wholly employed in digging up rocks, and 
making the vvay easier to my church; which; if t can succeed 

hn’iit very venerable old fabric, that was 

bi It here in the time of our ignorant, as we are pleasecrto 
call them, ancestors.® I wish this age had a little of their 

’ William Dunkin, who had probably been first brouvht under 
by 1 ilkington (sujira, vol. fv, p. 169, n. A lef a great 
CO lee ion of English poems and Latin and fereek verse, which W 
published after his death in two large quarto volumes. 1-le attracted 
by his abilities the attention of the Earl of Chesterfield, wlm .hiring 
J’!.®„;‘“|°y^*y» appointed him master of Portorn School in the room 
of Charles Grattan. As subsequently appears, Swift knew him at ti e 

‘’’’ly by his writings, which, judging bv 
Bettesworth's Exultation” {«Poetical Works^ ii, 254) wefe then 

^relatS. estimation of Swift tlian of Whig 

®''‘dently ironically referring to his old disputes with 

hi feland bi.f ‘in ‘bS best civilian aKnoS 

Luitnn h, »i ^ common lawyer as to have been con- 

and no doubt made himself hateful to Swift in 

® Th^ catSedml'"fhtf of season. " 

^ pathedral, which forms the central object in the famous 

ecclesiastical remains that surmount the Rock of Cash#»l is nnur 
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nietv though we gave up instead of it some of our immense 
Sion What if you spent a fortnight here h.s sjj^^mor ? 
T have laid aside all my country politics, sheruls eiectioas, 
LStc and I fancy it would"^not be disagreeable to you 
to see King Cormac's chapel, his bedchanaber, etc., all 
beyond controversy, above eight hundred years ago when 
hfwas king, as well as archbishop.' I real y intend to Jay 
out a thousand pounds to preserve this old church, and I 
am sure you would be of service to posterity, if you assisted 
me in the doing of it; at least, if you approved the design, 
you would give the greatest pleasure to, I assiue you. 

Your most affectionate and faithful humble servant, 

nrr.TTT'n pAQT-rT^T 


Addressed—To the Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick’s, 
Dublin. 


Mil. [Original^l 

Mrs. Fitzherbert to Swift 

A^ril 9 , 1735 . 

Sir," 

I HAD the honour of your letter last night, and was much 
concerned I could not then observe your command.s,but as 
my answer could not be conclusive in the affair about which 
you were pleased to interest yourself for the good of my 

' The erection of the fine example of Irish Romanesque architecture 
known as Cormac^s Chapel, which has a curious chamber between the 
pitch and vault of the high stone roof, is now attributed to a successor 
of the king mentioned by Bolton, Cormac McCarthy, and is dated ns 
between 1127 and 11341 A model of the doorway, which is most highly 
decorated, is to be seen in the National Museum of Ireland, 

^ In the Forster Collection, No. ^64. 

^ As appears from this letter Swift had again intervened on behalf 
of young Fitzherbert {supray p. 148), who had determined evidently to 
leave Dublin. On this occasion he had addressed the letter to his pro^ 
Ugi's mother. Sheridan prints (** Life,'^ p, 423) a letter of thanks in 
verse from the young man to Swift and says that Swift gave him ** a 
bill for twenty pounds" and induced his father to send him to Ley¬ 
den to study physic, with a suitable allowance for his support,” In 
his will his father bequeaths him, however, only a small annuity, and 
leaves him out of the entail of his property. 
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son [anclj the ease and service of my family so f hnna ;#■ 
goes time enough now to serve any other end exceot^f-hs^f 
of preventing Andrew leaving town, which was ^ 

power to hinder since Mr. Fitzherbert could not acoIdeSe 

oTX-IVr‘red'lTJ^”"’ “4E 

Mr. Fitzherbert desired me to present you with his mnef 

ssrsHSr 

Tex^ermy^SS 

De^n tnce " But Mr 

Stt m acquainted with me,why dM von 

take me upon trust, and from such as orofess 

very like enemies, or did you never hear any one body fatl 
al give me a good word? All this is suffiSt ?o Sf?? 

Your very respectful and most humble servant, 

Anne Fitzherbert. 


Mill, [PF//de’] 

Swift to Eaton Stannard 

Sir, Deanery House, II, 1735, 

I BELIEVE you may possibly have heard from 
public report, of my resolution to leave my whS? fortune 
e»Vta few legaeiee, to build an hospS Torld foS aS 

^ which resolution I believe was made, 
enoujg^h to say for ontslw^ ‘ ^ ^ ^ Perceive, and that is little 

^vas primed 
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lunatics in this city, or the suburbs; ’ and, after long con¬ 
sideration, I have been so bold to pitch upon you as my 
director in the methods I ought to take for rendering my 
design effectual.” I have known and seen the difficulty of 
any such attempt, by the negligence, or ignorance, or some 
worse dealing by executors and trustees, I have been so 
unfortunate, for want of some able friend of a public spirit, 
that I could never purchase one foot of land, the neighbour¬ 
ing country squires always watching, like crows for a 
carcase, over every estate that was likely to be sold, and 
that kind of knowledge was quite out of the life I have led, 
which, in the strength of my days, chiefly passed at Courts, 
and among Ministers of State, to my great vexation and 
disappointment, for which I now repent too late. I there¬ 
fore humbly desire that you will please to take me into your 
guardianship, as far as the weight of your business will 
permit. As the city hath agreed to give me a piece of land, 
my wish would be to make the Lord Mayor, Recorder, and 
aldermen, my trustees, executors or governors, according 
as you shall please to advise, and out of these, committees 
may be appointed to meet at proper times. My thought 
is, that the city will be careful in an affair calculated wholly 
for the city’s advantage. If you would favour me so much, 
as to fix any day during this vacation to dine at the 
Deanery, I shall be extremely obliged to you, and give you 
my very crude notions of my intentions. I am, with great 
esteem. Sir, 

Your most obedient and obliged servant, 

JoNATH. Swift. 

Addressed—To Eaton Stannard, Esq., Recorder of the 
City of Dublin. 

* Supra, p; 136, n. 2. 

’’ In forming this decision Swift had no doubt regard to Stannard’s 
position as Recorder as well as to his friendship with \\\m \supra, p. 48). 
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MIV. /<Kr*-V,« ■*‘‘^4 

Swift to Thomas Beach 


bIR/ 


fcrtoie“fafyot\?to'Lf‘?f‘*\>^“ "® "» fevourite of 
mylian’d, 3 ',f‘ ««! not come to 

who, having been lone afflirtpri v/ Fownes’s death, 
disorders, Lides ^ 0 ^^ °the; 

ago.= Ifhehad reSed ^ays 

on him with your ^ have waited 

author very heartily to his favour 
panegyrics than aL other so J of^^wlf 
verse, and therefore T mnr^u especially in 

taken’, I mean that ™atl>oayon have 

every virtue, aiitl rather waivhi‘/tha?&"whha‘“r““''’ 
was in your thoue-hts than thof Fownes 

CA^ery part. He had indpnrt e, picture was like in 

ing, nor wanted a tl.it understand- 

denied him lL 2 ninp- fl hpt education 

his own; It 1 wa! a In Itir 
a wise and useful citizen 4 -m i^u*^ humour, as well as 
for regulating the governmeiff oT'tr^ some little treatises 
wished his advice had been taken. ^ 

read your poem several times, and showed it to three 


possession'of Mr." eciS k'b*^tSVoF *'*6 

lent hy hi.n for th.at 

Sherida'n\®^\^o!ks/''*xiV'iS7^^^^^ 's said by 

great humanity, and of easy fort^ o? 

some persons for “very blameable notin^l'J in i’®iY®.heen censured by 
appear to have not iinprobablv oripinnipll** '• which would 

terminated by his ownlmnd ^ originated m insanity, as Jiis life was 

Fownes died on the 3rd.‘ 

ft was piSerhi^qK “"‘i Happy Life." 

occurred on 17 May i7« -,^1 ,!,°fy befoie Beach’s death, which 
possible that the wriler nfa^;, hSve been ^ seems 


I 

/ i: 
i i 


!ls 


M 
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01* four judicious friends, who all approved of it, but agreed 
with me, that it wanted some corrections; upon which I 
took the number of lines, which are in all two hundred and 
ninety-nine, the odd number being occasioned by what 
they call a triplet, which was a vicious way of rhyming, 
wherewith Dryden abounded, and was imitated by all the 
bad versifiers in Charles the Second's reign. Dryden, though 
my near relation,^ is one I have often blamed as well as 
pitied. He was poor, and in great haste to finish his plays, 
because by them he chiefly supported his family, and this 
made him so very uncorrect; he likewise brought in the 
Alexandrine verse at the end of the triplets, I was so 
angry at these corruptions, that above twenty-four years 
ago I banished them all by one triplet, with the Alex¬ 
andrine, upon a very ridiculous subject^ I absolutely did 
prevail with Mr. Pope, and Gay, and Dr. Young, and one 
or two more, to reject them. Mr. Pope never used them till 
he translated Homer, which was too long a work to be so 
very exact in; and I think in one or two of his last poems 
he hath, out of laziness, done the same thing, thougli very 
seldom. 

I now proceed to what I would have corrected in your 
poem. Line 6 for han't read zva 7 it\ I abhor those Aau'ts and 
wo'n'ts^ etc., etc.; they are detestable in verse as well as prose. 
Line 19,1 would have you change the word repeL Line 46, 
for whilst put while. Line 83, derives*. I doubt there is no 
verb deponent, but always active. Line 106, if Noll usurps 
or James ; Noll is too much a cant word for a grave poem, 
and as to James he was a weak bigoted Papist, desirous 

^ See Appendix VI. 

^ The reference is to the concluding lines of the “Description of a 
City Shower”: 

“Sweepings from butchers^ stalls, dung, guts and blood, 

Drown'd puppies, stinking sprats, all cTrench'd in mud. 

Dead cats and turnip-tops come tumbling down the flood.'^ 

A note is appended in Faulkner’s edition of Swift’s “Works” (ii, 31) 
which, read in conjunction with this letter, cannot be doubted to be 
from Swift’s pen: ** These three last lines were intended against the 
licentious manner of modern poets, in making three rhymes together, 
which they call triplets, and the last of the three was two or sometimes 
more syllables longer, called an Alexandrian. These triplets and 
Alexandrians were brought in by Dryden and other poets in the reign 
of Charles H. They were the mere effects of haste, idleness, and want 
of money, and have been wholly avoided by the best poets since these 
verses were written,” 
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like all Kings of absolute power, but not properly a tyrant, 
and imdst \ harsh and rough j the elision is un¬ 
luckily placed. Lines 115, 116,1 cannot suffer an ill rhyme 
such as seen and scene —I forgot the triplet in line loS’ 
which I wish were clipped of one of its three wings, and 
line 110 to glory. I wish it were in glofy. Line 118, does: 
mis word should be avoided as a mere expletive. Line i c 
does: same fault. Line 161, the ingrate: this verse is* 

not right measure, but sounds very ill. Line 201, cheerful. 
etc,; this verse wants a verb as are or some other. Line 
■2.Q\,does. Une 21^, pervade: it should he pervades. Line 
218, and grows: query, is not or more proper? Line 278, 
Cmzom famd: this is an expletive, not a proper epithet. 
Line 289, that dares -, the word that as it is placed spoils 
the whole line, and is not proper, for the right word should 
be who. Line 294, reascend: I know not the reason for this 
word; why not rather ascend} I slipped Mae 200, than: I 
suppose you only meant then} You will do right to read 
over your poem carefully, and observe where there be any 
more oversights of the same kind with those I have noted, 
and to be corrected; which you can do better than any 
other person. A friend can only see what is amiss, but the 
writer can mend it more easily/ 

All you desire in relation to Sir William Fownes is at 
an end by his death; otherwise I should gladly have per-- 
formed it in the best and most effectual manner I was 
able. As to the publishing it here, I utterly differ from you. 

punter in this beggarly town, and enslaved starving 
Jcingdom would print it without being paid his full charge 
01 his labour, nor would be able to sell two dozen unless 
he could afford it for a penny. I would rather advise you 
to ha\^ it published in London by Motte or Lintot, or any 

UUP who deals in poetry. It would bear 

a shuling price; but, as I presume you are not much 
known as a poet in that great city, you should get some 
person of consequence to recommend it. 

As to what things are printed here on supposition they 
were mine, the thing was done directly against my inclina^ 
tions, out of the disdain I had of their being published in 
so obscure and wretched a country. But I would have been 


^ Beach is said by Sheridan to have adopted every one of Swiffs 
hints and corrections. Even the triplet is discarded, and the poem 
now consists of three hundred lines.’' ^ 
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well enough satis6ed if the booksellers in London could 
have agreed among themselves to print them there; and 
I believe they now repent they did not, because every 
printer there hath a property in their copy, and what 
things are supposed to be mine belonged to several book¬ 
sellers, who might have shared equally, according to what 
copies they held, 

I have been called away till evening: however, my paper 
could afford me but little more room if I had stayed, I am, 
with true esteem, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Jonathan Swift, 

Addressed—To Mr, Thomas Beach, merchant in Wrexham, 
Denbighshire; to be left at the Custom-House Ware¬ 
house in Chester, and given to Stephen Level, Esq., 
Collector of the Customs in Chester, 


MV, \Mrs. Siopford-Sackvillds Manuscripts^] 

Swift to the Duke of Dorset 

DuWin, 15, 1735. 

Your Grace must remember that some days before you 
left us 1 commanded you to attend me to Doctor Delanv's 

find^ ^°'^">"'here you were to 

find Dr. Helsham. the physician. I told you they were 
the two worthiest gentlemen in this kingdom in their 
several facultms. You were pleased to comply with me 
called at the Deanery and carried me thither, where you 

Sam haTSef^ow, this same Doc^tor 
iieisnani hath ordered me to write to your Grace in helm If 

a Hist MSS. Com., vol. i, p, 162. 

A<f,, m May 1734, 
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relation of the Grattans, who in your Grace*s absence are 
governors of all Ireland, and your vicegerents when you 
are here, as I have often told you. They consist of an 
alderman, whom you are to find Lord Mayor at Michaelmas 
nextj of a doctor who kills or cures half the city; of two 
parsons, my subjects as Prebendaries, who rule the other 
half, and of a vagrant brother who governs the North/ 
They are all brethren, and your army of twelve thousand 
^Idiers are not able to stand against them. Now, your 
Grace is to understand that these Grattans will stickle to 
death for all their cousins to the five and fiftieth degree, 
and consequently this same Alderman Aldrich being only 
^wo degrees of kindred, and having a son as great 
a Whig as the father, hath prevailed with Dr. Helsham to 
make me write to your Grace, that the son of such a father 
may have the mastership of a barrack at Kinsale, which 
IS just vacant. His name is Michael Aldrich. Both your 
Grace and I love the name for the sake of Dr. Aldrich, 
Dean of Christ Church, Oxford, although I am afraid he 
was a piece of a Tory,^ You will have several requests 
this post with the same request, perhaps for different 
persons, but you are to observe only mine, because it will 
come three minutes before any other. I think this is the 
third request I have made to your Grace. You have granted 
the two first and therefore must grant the third. For when 
I knew Courts, those who had received a dozen favours 
were utterly disobliged if they were denied the thirteenth. 
Besides if this be not granted, the Grattans will rise in 
rebellion, which I tremble to think of. 

My Lady Elizabeth Germain uses me very ill in her 
letters, I want a present from her, and desire you will 
please to order that it may be a seal. Mine are too small for 
the fashion, and I would have a large one, worth forty 
shillings at least I had a letter from her two days ago, 

^ The eldest brothers, Henry and William, were dead {sni>ra, vol ii. 
p. 262,11. 3). \ ^ I • > 

^Idrich, who was Atterbury^s predecessor in the deanery 
of Christ Church and designed Peckwater Quadrangle, is celebrated 
foi- social as well as academic qualities. merry Christ Church 

Bells/ the celebrated catch/' says the Rev. R, St. J. Tyrwhitt, is a 
living remembrance of him happier than most men leave,. ♦, but his 
achievement was after all the Oxford Logic" (Clark's “Colleges of 
Oxford," p, 316). Members of the family appear to have been resident 
m the north of Ireland throughout the seventeenth century, 
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and design to acknowledge it soon; but business must first 
be dispatched, I mean the request I have made to your 
Grace, that the young Whig may have the barrack of 
Kinsale worth sixty or seventy pounds a year. I should 
be very angry as well as sorry if your Grace would think I 
am capable of deceiving you in any circumstance. I hope 
and pray that my Lady Duchess may recover health at the 
Bath,^ and that we may see her Grace perfectly recovered 
when you come over. And pray God preserve you and 
your most noble family in health and happiness, 



MVI. [Deane Swift,'] 

John Bakber to Swift 

Queen Square, 22, 173c. 
Dear Sir, i ^ i /j:) 

It was with great pleasure I had the favour of your 

most obliging letter by the hands of Mr. Richardson, agent 

to the Irish Society; ^ for as I am always proud to receive 

your commands, he may depend upon any service I can do 

him that IS in my power. When I say this, I make you no 

great cornpliment; for as that gentleman’s merit has raised 

him to the post he now enjoys under the Society, it is 

hardly to be doubted but that his integrity and good 

tha^body^*^ future, will easily preserve bis interest in 

JjuZT complaints from 

and the more so, because they have 

farhW. of great pleasure and^satis- 

tmeado^ which is a sensible mor- 

tihcahon to them indeed; but I am very much nleased 

with the account you give of your way of living, because I 
tiOTssarirv S,"?’ '“‘“"'y yoo are^untler miisl 

somMimes, the asthma^viy 3,,’’“'d of 'late 'toqSmJ 


^ Suj>ya^ p. 154. 


Supray p. 139. 
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le when I can, but not in winter; for the fogs and mists, 
d cold weather murder me. I drink a pint of claret at 
nner, none at night, and have a good stomach, with a 
d digestion; but I have good spirits, and am cheerful, I 
ank God. I beg pardon for entertaining you so long 
th my infirmities, which I would humbly apply, that 
my being regular, with so many distempers, preserves 
2 to almost a miracle, what must the same method 
Dduce in you? 

About ten days ago I saw Mr, Pope, who is very well: 
is the Lord of Dawley, It is a melancholy reflection 
u make, how many friends you have lost since good 
leen Anne^s time. Many, indeed, for there are very few 
t. The loss of a friend is the loss of a limb, not to be 
stored. Poor Lady Masham among the rest.^ Our friend 
s Doctor® I am afraid did not take the care he ought to 
ve done. I am told he was a great epicure, and denied 
nself nothing, Possibly he might think the play not 
>rth the candle, You may remember Doctor Garth said 
was glad when he was dying; for he was weary of 
ving his shoes pulled off and on.® As for my part, I am 
solved to make the remains of my life as easy as I can, 
d submit myself entirely to the will of God. 

You will give me leave, Sir, just to congratulate you on 
Lir public spirit, and for which all mankind applaud you, 
erecting an hospital for the unhappy. It is truly worthy 
your great soul, and for which the present and the future 
e must honour and revere your memory! I dare say 
more on this head for fear of offending, That God 
mighty would please to restore your health, and pro¬ 
ve you many years for the good of mankind, is the 
arty prayer of, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

John Barber. 

My service to Dr. Delany. 


Lady Masham was then dead four months. 

7 .e,j Arbnthnot (suj>ra^ p. 140), 

It IS possible that Swift had not heard this remark of the author 
he Dispensary ” which does not appear to have been recorded else- 
ere. 
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MVII. \peane Swift^ 


Mrs, Pratt to Swikt 


Sir, 


London, ///«7 23 , 1735. 


I WROTE in such haste' that I forgot to make my Lady 
Savlle’s acknowleclgements, which, before slie left this, .she 
engaged me to do in a particular manner from her, by 
assuring you that she is your obliged humble servant, and 
wishes you all happiness, as many more do among your 
friends here. Her number of children i.s three, two girls 
and a boy, who, thank God, seem promising.* 

My Lord Shelburne, who is just come to town for two 
or three days, desires his sincere compllmeius to yon, 
invites you next June to an empty town-luuise, and wishes 
that accommodation of removing you from the incon* 
veniences of a lodging, may tempt you to n change of air, 
and to come amongst your friends, I wish I could tempt 
you to come hither, as I long to have the pleasure of 
assuring you in person, how .sincerely I am, Sir, 

Your ever obliged and most faithful humble .servant. 


H. Pratt. 


MVIII, {Original.'^] 


William Pulteney to Swift 


Sir, 


London, 1735. 


which I am sony I can so soon, by him, return you an 
miswer. I have scarce had any opportunity of seeing him. 
One day, indeed, believing we should have had no bilsiness 
n Parliament, I desired him to dine with me; but un¬ 
luckily a debate arose, which kept us till nine at night 

* Su^ra, p. 152. 

I '‘''■ondy rcforonco to Mrs. Proil'a dnuirhior ntui 

her distingmslicd son {sujit-a, vol. iii, p. aii). ""‘'8'>K!i and 

In dio British Museum, .Sec I’remco. 

Suj^ra, p, X43. 
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before we sat clown to dinner, We have had a verj' fati^ju- 
ing session, more from tlie severe attendance on elections, 
tlian any other public business, The Ministers have been 
defeated in their expectation of weeding the House, ami 
upon the whole, we stand stronger in numbers than we did 
at first setting out. 

I have sent yon the copy of a Hill, now depending in our 
House, for tire encouragement of learning, as tile title bears; 
but I think It is rather of advantage to booksellers than 
authors. Whether It will pa.ss or not this sessions, 1 cannot 
say; but if it should not, 1 .should be glad of your thoughts 
upon it against another. It seems to me to be extremely 
imperfect at present. 1 hope you have many more writing.s 
to oblige the world with, than those which have been so 
scandalously stolen from you, anti when a Hill of this 
nature passes in England, ns I hope it will next year, you 
may then secure the property to any friend, tn* any cluirit* 
able use you think fit. 

I thank you for the many kind expressions of friendsliip 
in your letter. If my public conduct has recommended 
me to yonr esteem, I am c.xtrcincly proud of the reward, 
and value it more than those do, who attain foolish ribbons, 
or empty \i\i\v.^,vUmse>vUu{hpr(wnia, I’ray tlierefore con¬ 
tinue me your friendship, and believe me, with the greatest 
sincerity and regard, dear Sir, 

Your most luimble and obedient servant, 

W, I'UI.TMNliV. 

Lord Holingbruke is going to I'rance with Lord llerke- 
ley, but, I believe, will return again in a few months,' I will 
take a proper opportunity of recommending Dr. .Stopford 
to the Duke of Dorset; but I think It is not yet quite certain, 
that he will continue Lord Lieutenant; I mean, that if he 
perceives that he Is to be turned out soon after his return 
from Ireland possibly he may desire not to go. 

’ Bolingbroke'a wife was then in France. He jtiineU her in June. 
As to his rolntions with the Earl of Iteiheley see proviotia roferenee 
vol, iii, p. 397, n. 3). 
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MIX. [Draft}] 

Swift to Lady Eli/.aiiktii Gekmain 

Alaj! 5, 1735. 

Madam, 

I FIND your Ladyship seems not very much pleased 
with your office of secretary,“ which, however, you must be 
obliged to hold during the Duke’s government, if I happen 
to outlive it, which for your comfort, considering my 
health, is not ve^ likely. I have not been a troublesome 
petitioner to his Grace, and intend to be less, and, as I have 
always done, will principally consider my Lord Duke’s 
honour. I have very few friends in want. I have kindred 
enough, but not a grain of merit among them, except one 
female, who is the only cousin I suffer to see me." When I 
had credit for some years at a Court, I provided for above 
fifty people in both kingdoms, of which not one was a rela¬ 
tion. I have neither followers, nor fosterers, nor depender.s; 
so that if I lived now among the great, they might be 
sure I would never be a solicitor, out of any regard but 
merit and virtue; and in that case, I would reck'on I was 
doing them the best service in my power, and if they were 
good for anything, I would expect their thank.s; for tliey 
want nothing so much as an honest judicious recommenrlcr, 
which, in perfect modesty, I take myself to be. Dr. Sheri¬ 
dan Is gone to his school in the country, and was only de¬ 
layed so long on account of some very unnece.s.sary forms, 
contrived by his Grace’s most cautious deputies.* 


* In the Uritish Miisciiiu. See T’rcfacc. 
’ Snpm^ p. 153. 



Blent, who died that year, he had begun of Into lo lean much upon 

become for the second time a widow. 

1 he Reverend Doctor Ihomas Sheridan, who Imtii educated llte 
tbo nobihty and gentry of this kingdom,'’ siiys the 
his living of Dimboy no 

to the !• rce School of Cavan, being oncoumged thereto by the princiiml 
nfl r who Itaye expressed a great desire to place 

opened iiis school.’’'^ 
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My letter is but just begun; the larger half remains/ and 
your Ladyship is to make a fresh use of your secretary's 
employment. The Countess of Kerry, my long friend and 
mistress, commanded me to attend her yesterday: she told 
me, that Mr, Deering, late deputy-clerk of the Council, 
being dead, she had thoughts of soliciting the same office 
for her younger son, Mn John Fitzmaurice. Her eldest 
son, Lord Fitzmaurice, hath for some years been plagued 
with a wife and no wife. The case hath been tried in both 
kingdoms, and he stands excommunicated and forced to 
live abroad,* which is a very great misfortune to the Earl 
of Kerry and his lady; and they have nothing left to com¬ 
fort them but their younger son, who hath lately married 
very honestly and indisputably. He is a young gentleman 
of great regularity, very well educated, but hath no em¬ 
ployment; therefore his parents would be very desirous he 
should have one, and this, of deputy-clerk of the Council 
here, would be a very proper introduction to business. It 
IS understood here, that the purchase of the deputy-clerk's 
office is the usual perquisite of the chief clerk, with the 
consent of the chief governor, with which my Lord and 
Lady Kerry would very readily and thankfully fall in; and 
as the Earl of Kerry’s is one of the most ancient and noble 
famiHes of the kingdom, his younger and only son of which 
he hath any hopes might well pretend to succeed in so 
small an office, upon an equal foot with any other person.^ 
I own this proposal of mine is more suitable to the corrup- 

' *‘This is ludicrously said,” remarks the sapient Sheridan, “as 
being a common blundering expression of the Irish,'* 

“ There has been already reference to this unfortunate alliance 
{sHpra^ voh iv, p, 400). Lord Fitzmaurice, whose courtesy title was 
Claninaurice, was however released from the engagement soon after 
this letter was written by the death of the lady, and married as his 
second wife a daughter of the fourth Earl of Cavan. 

“ The favourable impression which Lady Kerry's younger son, the 
future Earl of Shelburne and heir of the Petty family, made upon 
Swift, and as a boy upon Dr. Freind {supra^ vol. ii, p. 299), so far as 
character was concerned, was amply justified by his subsequent life, 
but as regards his attainments his son, George Ill's Prime Minister, 
difTers from Swift and says that a defective education prevented his 
father being a distinguished as well as a good man. Of his mother, 
who was ms fathei-'s first cousin, a daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Fitzmaurice and Mrs. Pratt's sister {.supra, yol. iii, p. 231), 
the Prime Minister speaks as similar in character to his grandmother, 
Lady Kerry, but of inferior talents (Lord Edward Fitzmaurice s Life 
of Shelburne,” p, S). 
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tion of the times, than to my own speculative notions 
virtue; but I_ must give some allowance to the clegeiii 
acy of mankind, and the passion I have to my La 
Kerry, etc. 

[The Duke of] Dforset] never writes to me.‘ 


MX. {On^ual!^\ 


Arciihlshop Bolton to Swift 


^ „ Cnslicl, il/iTj/5, 1735, 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE been .so unfortunate in all my contests of la 
that I am resolved to have no more, e.specially where I a 
likely to be overmatclied, and as I have some reason 
hope what i.s past will be forgotten, I confe.ss, I did e 
deavour in my last to put the be.st colour I could think 
upon a very bad cau.se. My friend.s judge right of my icll 
ne.ss, but, in realitj^, it has hitherto proceeded h-om ahur 
and confusion, arising from a thousand unlucky unfore.sei 
accidents, rather than mere sloth.’ 

I have but one troublesome nflhir now upon my banc 
which by the help of the Prime Serjeant' I hope soon 
get rid of, and then you shall see me a true Irish bLsho 
Sir James Ware has made a very useful collection of tl 
memorable actions of all my predeco.s.sors." He tcll.s u 
they were born In such a town in England or Ireland, we 
coiLsecrated such a year, and if not translated, were buric 


' It scenw probable that (he letter D was iiUentlctl to bu iIuib (iinp 
iio<l in the letter which wna wiittcn from this tlraft, but the seiucnco 
followed by ay craseti pasantfo that defies conjecture as to Us mcanin 
"No man alive can convince Tnlnkleraliln, and wlion we come na 
It IB jho same thing with Berby and Barnard. Plurality of clinnerB ni 
digmiios ho hast and so Mnndfragoras confirma it to all membera in i 
episode of snjfo and binndy,“ 

In iho Bniiah Museum. See Preface. 

„ It,ispossihlo that in his reply to Bolton’s letter (jw/Jra, p, is 
Swift had mclo an allusion to iho promise which Bolton is aaidi 
bhei’idnn ("Life," p. 486] to have made to him, that as anon aa 1 
attained to the summit of liis ambition lie would devote biinaolf to tl 
enuse of his country, and support her interests irrespective of parly. 

• /.r., Heniy .Singleton {supra, p. 140, n. 1), 

' In hia " History of the Bishops of Ireland." 
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in their cathedral church,either on the north or south side; 
from whence I conclude, that a good bishop has nothing 
more to do than to eat, drink, grow fat, rich, and die; 
which laudable example, I propose for the remainder of my 
life to follow; for, to tell you the truth, I have for these 
four or five years past met with so much falsehood, 
treachery, baseness, and ingratitude, among mankind, that 
I can hardly think it incumbent upon any man to en¬ 
deavour to do good to so perverse a generation/ 

I am truly concerned at the account you give me of your 
health. Without doubt a southern ramble will prove the 
best remedy you can take to recover your flesh, and I do 
not know, except in one stage, where you can choose a 
road so suited to your circumstances, as from Dublin 
hither. You have to Kilkenny a turnpike and good inns, 
at every ten or twelve miles end. From Kilkenny hither 
is twenty long miles, bad roads, and no inn at all; but I 
have an expedient for you. At the foot of a very high 
hill, just midway, there lives in a neat thatched cabin, a 
parson, who is not poor/ His wife is allowed to be the best 
little woman in the world, Her chickens are the fattest, 
and her ale the best in all the country. Besides, the parson 
has a little cellar of his own, of which he keeps the key, 
where he always has a hogshead of the best wine that can 
be got, in bottles well corked, upon their side, and he 
cleans, and pulls out the cork better, I think, than Robin,’* 
Here I design to meet you with a coach. If you be tired, 

' The allusion is probably to liis experience of his neighbours, who 
appear to have been under considerable obligation to him. A few 
years before great rejoicings are chronicled as having taken place at 
Cashel on the inauguration of a water supply which had been brought 
to the town ‘^chiefly at the expense and by the direction of his Grace 
out of a tender regard for the inhabitants who were greatly distressed 
for want of water.” The canal was christened, we are told, the 
name of the River Bolton,” and the gentlemen of the town and county 
went in a solemn procession, preceded by trumpets^ to the first bridge, 
and there drank his Grace^s health and long life which was proclaimed 
with the most universal acclamations, in gratitude for so noble and 
generous a benefaction ”(“Pue’s Occurrences,” 16-19 December, 1732). 

* Fen nor, which was the corps of a prebend in Cashel Cathedral, 
is no doubt the place to which Bolton refers. It is partly bounded by 
the Bog of Allen, The prebendary at that time was the Rev, John 
Walsh, who is recorded to have been buried at Fennor after twenty^ 
five years’ tenure of the benefice. 

® Robert Grattan, His great cellar at Belcamp has been recently 
mentioned p. 108, n. 2). 
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you shall stay all night; if not, after dinner, we will act out 
about four, and be at Cashel by nine, and, by going through 
fields and by-ways, which the jiarson will show us, wc sliall 
escape all the rocky and stony roads that lie between this 
place and that, which are certainly very batl. 

I hope you will be so kind as to lot ino know a post or 
two before you set out, the very day you will l)e at Kil¬ 
kenny, that I m{\y have all things prejiarod for you. It 
maybe, if you ask hiin.Ckipe will come; he will do nothing 
for me.’ Therefore, depending upon your positive promise, 
I shall add no more arguments to persuade you, anti am, 
with the greatest truth. 

Your most faithful and obedient humble scrviuit. 

Thko. Ca-siikl. 

Addressed —To the Revd. Doctor Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, Dublin; re-nddressed to George Nugent, Ivstir., 
at Castlerickard, near Clonard Fridge.' 


MXI. [Deane Szvffi:] 


Miss Annk Donnki.lan to Swut 


Sir, • 

I SHOULD before this have I'cturned you thanks fur the 
favour of your letter," but that I feared too quick a curre. 
spondence might be troublesome to you. When I receive a 
very great honour and favour, I think it ungencrou.s imme¬ 
diately to sue for another, though I have the highest .scn.se 
of the obligation, 

You say you want me to assert your right over ovir sex. 
and your letter is so powerful a bribe, that I fear 1 shall give 
them up to you, though I am a great asaerter of their rights 
and privileges. As to the employments you assign me, I 
readily undertake them alt, though I know my.self very 
unfit for some of them, but I have such high examples on 


’ 1 here lias been more than one reference lo the friendahip between 
Bolton and Robert Cope {suj/ira, vol. ili, p. 163). 

.Swift was apparently staying with bis cousin’s lenniu (xu/mt, p, 

49. n- !)• X r- I I 

“ No doubt an answer lo her letter of (9 January {su^ra, p. laG), 
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tny side, that I am not at all ashamed of pretending to 
more than I can do. 1 think I can be a very good nurse, 
you shall teach me to be your companion, and, for a house¬ 
keeper, I will assure you I know to a farthing the lowest 
price of everything, though I am ever so ignorant of the 
matter.^ 

Mrs. Pendarves has, as you say, forsaken us.^ By my 
Lord Lansdown^s death, her brother Mr. Granville is be¬ 
come possessed of eight hundred pounds a year, and twenty 
thousand pounds in money, which was so settled that my 
Lord Lansdown could not touch it. Mr. Granville is a man 
of great worth, and a very kind brother, and has it now in 
his power to provide for their sister Miss Granville, whom 
Mrs. Pendarves is extremely fond of. This you may imagine 
has been a cordial to her for Lord Lansdown^s death, though 
she had a great regard for him. I tell her when she has 
married and settled her brother and sister, if she does not 
settle herself, she must think of her friends in Ireland, and 
she promises me she will.^ 

It is so much my interest. Sir, to believe you sincere, 
that I will not doubt it. I will rather think you want 
j udgement, which is very hard for me to do, or why should 
not I, which is still more pleasing, believe I have really 
those good qualities you ascribe to me? It will only make 
me vain, and who can be humble when praised by you? I 
think your indignation against our absenters very just, 
tliough some of my family suffer by it, but we are resolved 
to be no longer of the number, and propose leaving London 
this month. Poor Mrs. Barber has been confined with the 
gout these three months; and I fear we shall leave her so. 
Her poems are generally greatly liked,There are, indeed, 
a few severe critics, who think that judgement is only shown 
in finding faults, that say they are not poetic, and a few 

^ Swift had probably made an allusion in his letter to the illness or 
death of Mrs, Brent {sufira^ p. 170, n. 3), 

'■* In Ireland whither Miss Donnellan was about to return. Mrs. Pen¬ 
darves was then in London and was frequently in Miss Donnellan^s 
company, 

^ The future Mrs. Delany^s eldest brother, Bernard Granville, who 
purchased Calwich Abbey in Staffordshire, died unmarried. Her sister 
married John d’Ewes and was great-grandmother of Lady Llanover. 

^ The title-page of the volume records that it was printed for 
C. Rivington at the Bible and Crown in St. PauVs Church-yard in the 
year 1735. 
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fine ladies, who are not commended in them, that complain 
they are dull. 

I am very sorry Dr, Delany has given up his house in 
Dublin;^ for one cannot, as often as one may wi.sh it, com* 
mand time and a coach to visit him at Delville. I hope 
though to be admitted into the new apartment, anti to have 
the happiness of meeting you there.' My brother i.s hif?lily 
honoured in tiie character you give him, which, though he 
is my brother, I mu.st .say I think a very ju.st one,** He will 
deliver you this letter, and with it my best thank.s for all 
your favours, being. Sir, with the highest gratitude, 

Your most obliged, obedient servant, 

A, DoNNKr.bAN. 

My best respects attend Dr. Delany and Dr. Hcishiun, 


MXII. [Elwin.] 


Swn*i’ TO Aluxandek I'oi’i!: 


YOUR letter was .sent me yesterday by Mr. Stopford," who 
landed Uie same day, but I have not seen him, A.s Uj my 
silence, God knows it is my great misfortune. My little 
domestic afiairs are in great confu.sion by the villainy of 
agents, and the mi.series of this kingdom, where thero in no 
money to be had; nor am I unconcerned to see all things 
tending towards absolute power in both nation.s-"~it in here 
iiv perfection already—although I shall not live to aee it 

m public, and 

peisonal to myself, has given me .such a kind of deaijond- 

enejr, that I am almost unqualified for any comimriv. di¬ 
version, or amusement. 1 3 > 

The death of Mr. Gay and the Doctor ‘ have been terrible 
wounds near my heart. Their living would have been a 

riipm *‘1 though I should never have seen 

them, like a sum of money m a bank, from which I .should 

‘ Supra, 1). 137. 

!» T?** Christopher Donnellnn p« 15 n, |) 

1 i letter lias been suppressed, ^ 

/.r., Arbuthnol {supra, p. 140), 
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at least receive annual interest, as I do from you, and have 
done from my Lord Bolingbroke. To show in how much 
Ignorance I live, it is hardly a fortnight since I heard of the 
death of my Lady Masham, my constant friend in all 
changes of times.' God forbid that I should expect you to 
make a voyage that would in the least affect your health; 
but in the mean time how unhappy am I, that my best 
friend should have perhaps the only kind of disorder, for 
which a sea-voyage is not in some degree a remedy. The 
old Duke of Ormond said, he would not change his dead 
son Ossory for the best living son in Europe;' neither 
would I change you my absent friend, for the best friend 
round the globe. 

I have lately read a book imputed to Lord Bolingbroke, 
called a Dissertation upon Parties.® I think it very masterly 
written. Pray God reward you for your kind prayers. I 
believe your prayers will do me more good than those of 
all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any prelates in Europe, 
except the Bishop of Marseilles/ and God preserve you for 
contributing more to mend the world, than the whole pack 
of modern parsons in a lump. I am, 

Ever entirely yours. 

‘ Supra^ p. 167, 

’ According to Carte (“ Idfe of Ormond,iii, 507) this remark was 
made by Ormond on receiving the condolence of a nobleman whose 
sincerity he had reason to doubt, and was to the effect that he would 
rather have his dead son than the noblemaii^s living one. In an 
eloquent tribute to the memory of the gallant Earl of Ossory, Mr. 
Litton Falkiner cites (‘* Essays Relating to Ireland,**p, 77) this passage 
and also Dryden*s noble lines: 

“ Snatched in manhood*s prime 
By unequal fates and Providence’s crime: 

Yet not before the goal of honour won, 

All parts fulfilled of subject and of son.” 

^ The letters which it comprises were originally addressed by 
Bolingbroke to the Craftsman,” and are said to contain some 
of his ablest writing, They are prefaced by a bitter dedication to 
Walpole. 

^ Supra^ p. 107, 
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MX III. {Hawhesworth^ 

Swift to William Pulteney 

Dublin, May 12, 1735. 

Sir, 

Mr. Stopford landed yesterday, and sent me the letter 
which you were pleased to honour me with/ I have not yet 
seen him, for he called when I was not at home. The 
reason why I ventured to recommend him to your protec¬ 
tion, was your being his old patron, to whom he is obliged 
for all the preferment he got in the Church.^ He is one of 
the most deserving gentlemen in the country, and hath a 
tolerable provision, much more than persons of so much 
merit can in these times pretend to, in either kingdom. I 
love the Duke of Dorset very well, having known him from 
his youth, and he hath treated me with great civility since 
he came into this government, It is true, his original prin¬ 
ciples, as well as his instructions from your side the water, 
make him act the usual part in managing this nation, for 
which he must be excused, yet I wish he would a little 
more consider that people here might have some small 
share in employments civil and ecclesiastic, wherein my 
Lord Carteret acted a more popular part. The folks here, 
whom they call a Parliament, will imitate yours in every¬ 
thing, after the same manner as a monkey doth a human 
creature. 

If my health were not so bad, although my years be 
many, I fear I might outlive liberty in England. It has 
continued longer than in any other monarchy, and must 
end as all others have done which were established by the 
Goths, and is now falling in the same manner that the rest 
have done. It is very natural for every King to desire un¬ 
limited power; it is as proper an object to their appetites, 
as a wench to an abandoned young fellow, or wine to a 
drunkard. But what puzzles me is, to know how a man of 
birth, title, and fortune, can find his account in making 
himself and his posterity slaves. They are paid for it; the 
Court will restore what their luxury has destroyed; I have 


’ Supra^ p. 168. 

® At Swift’s request Pulteney had recommended Stopford, 
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nothing to object But, let me suppose a chief Minister,' 
from a scanty fortune, almost eaten up with debts, acquir¬ 
ing by all methods a monstrous overgrown estate, why he 
will still go on to endeavour making his master absolute, 
and thereby in the power of seizing all his possessions at 
his pleasure, and hanging or banishing him into the bar¬ 
gain. Therefore, if I were such a Minister, I would act like 
a prudent gamester, and cut, as the sharper calls it, before 
luck began to change. What if such a Minister, when he 
had got two or three millions, would pretend conviction, 
seem to dread attempts upon liberty, and bring over all his 
forces to the country side? As to the lust of absolute 
power, I despair it can ever be cooled, unless Princes had 
capacity to read the history of the Roman Emperors; how 
many of them were murdered by their own army, and the 
same may be said of the Ottomans by their janissaries, 
and many other examples are easy to be found. If I were 
such a Minister I would go further, and endeavour to be 
King myself Such feats have happened among the petty 
tyrants of old Greece, and the worst that happened was 
only their being murdered for their pains. 

I believe in my conscience that you have some mer¬ 
cenary end in all your endeavours to preserve the liberty 
of your country at the expense of your quiet, and of 
making all the villains in England your enemies; for you 
almost stand alone, and therefore are sure, if you succeed, 
to engross the whole glory of recovering a desperate con¬ 
stitution, given over by all its other physicians. May God 
work a miracle, by changing the hearts of an abandoned 
people, whose hearts are waxen gross, whose ears are 
dull of hearing, and whose eyes have been closed, and 
may he continue you as his chief instrument, by whom 
this miracle is to be wrought. I send this letter in a packet 
to Mr. Pope, and by a private hand. I pray God protect 
you against all your enemies; I mean those of your 
country, for you can have no other, and as you will never 
be weary of well doing, so may God give you long life and 
health the better to support you. 

You are pleased to mention some volumes of what are 
called my Works.^ I have looked on them very little. It is 
a great mortification to me, although I should not have 
been dissatisfied if such a thing had been done in England 
' 7 .^., Sir Robert Walpole. ^ p. 142. 
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by booksellers agreeing among themselves. I never got a 
farthing by anything I writ, except one about eight years 
ago,i and that was by Mr. Pope’s prudent management for 
me. Here the printers and booksellers have no property in 
their copies. The printer applied to my friends, and got 
many things from England. The man was civil and humble, 
but I had no dealings with him, and therefore he consulted 
some friends, who were readier to direct him than I desired 
they should. I saw one poem on you and a great Minister, 
and was not sorry to find it there,^ 

I fear you are tired; I cannot help it, nor could avoid 
the convenience of writing, when I might be in no danger 
of post-officers, I am, Sir, with the truest respect and 
esteem 

Your most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

J. Swift, 

I desire to present my most humble respects to Mrs. 
Pulteney. 


MXIV. [Deane Swift] 

Mrs. Pendarves to Swift 


16, 1735 * 

SlR,^ 

You have never yet put it in my power to accuse you of 
want of civility; for since my acquaintance with you, you 
have always paid me more than I expected, but I may 
sometimes tax you with want of kindness, which, to tell 
you the truth, I did for a month at least At last I was 
informed your not writing to me was occasioned by your 
ill state of health, That changed my discontent, but did 
not lessen it, and I have not yet quite determined it in my 
mind, whether I would have you sick or negligent of me. 
They are both great evils, and hard to choose out of, I 
heartily wish neither may happen. You call yourself by a 
great many ugly names, which I take ill; for I never could 


^Gulliver’s Travels.” 

^ The lines ** 0 n Mr, P-—y b6ing put out of the Council,” which 
are printed in the second volume of Faulkner’s edition of ” Swift’s 

WorksJ^ p. 144, n. 2). 

® This letter is a reply to Swift’s of 22 February {snfira^ p, 136), 
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hear a person I value abused. I, for that reason, 

* ^^les'she you to be more upon your Kuard when you 
t ^f-\our.self again. I much easier forgive your calling 
ij't'iO.ve and fool. 

* * i nfinitely obliged to you for the concern you exprea.s 
,WJt vveaknes.s of my eyes; they are now very well. ^ I 

Yin.cl a much greater affliction on my spirits, which 
^ 1 L^icl my writing .sooner to you. My sister, the only 
lijave and an extraordinary darling, has been ex- 
Alv indisposed this whole winter.' I have had all the 
imaginable on her account; but she i.s now in a 
w«iy, and I hope past all danger, I would rather tell 
T^m«what that is pleasant; but liow can 1 ? I am just 
to lo.se Mrs. Donncllan, anti that i.s enough to damp 
Hveliest imagination.’^ It is not easy to express what 
feels on such an occasion: the lo.s.s of an agreeable, 
athle. useful companion, gives a pain at the heart not to 
~le*5cribed. You iuippy IHbernians that arc to reap tlu: 
“^it of my distrcs.s will hardly think of anything' but 
II* own joy, and not afford me one grain of pity. Thus 
-icts nre carried in this world: the rich forget the poor. 

u m sorry’ the sociable Thur.sday.s that used to bring 
c5 1 Ho I" HO many agreeable frienicU at Dw Delany’a, are broke 
though Delvillc lias its beauties, it is more out of the 
^ than Stafford .Street." I believe you have had a cjuiet 
itor in Dublin; not .so ha.s it been with u.s in London. 
I'ny, wrangling, e.xtravagsmcc, and matriinony, have 
mecl with great im|ieUiosily. The new-spapers, I .sup- 
*e, have mentioned the munber of great fortunes that 
^oing to be rntirricd, Our operas have given much 
ISO of dissension. Men and women have been dccnly 
rap;eel, and no debate in the House of Commons has 
sn virgfed with more warmth. The dispute of the merits 
tho composers and singers is carried to so great n height, 
Lt it is much feared by all true lovers of music, that 
3ms will be quite overturned, I own, I think, we make 
'ot*y silly figure about it.’ 

tilics ia said by ibo futuro Mrs. Uchiny u» have Imon well road in 
iwit ("Mrs. Dolany,” by Ueorge Unslon, p. 73)- 

p, 175 . * .yfw/ri, p. 137' 

"J'lio passage rocalls Uyrom's lines wliicli liavo boon so olion in- 
rcctly’ ascribed to Swift'. 

" Some say, compar'd to Bononcini, 

That Mynhoor Handel 'a but a Ninny i 
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I am obliged to you for the two Latin lines in your last 
letter* It gave me a fair pretence of showing* the letter to 
have them explained, and I have gained no small honour 
by that. I hope, Sir, though you threaten me with not 
writing, that you will change your mind; the season of the 
year will give you spirits, and I shall be glad to share the 
good ejffects of them* I am, Sir, 

Your most obliged humble servant, 

M* PendarveS* 

When you see Mrs. Donnellan, she will entertain you 
with a second edition of Faussett, too tedious for a letter*^ I 
have made a thousand blunders, which I am ashamed of* 


MXV. [Deane Swz/if,] 

Lady Elizabeth Brownlow to Switt 


Sir, 


May 19, 1735. 


I HAVE the honour to send you the enclosed letter, and 
t^he cover as xt came to Mr. Brownlow.” I hope your fruffal 

prSf be n^^ <^^Pen3e/inJurrecI g;e 

occasioned 

f ^ r of business. I should 

g er, but that I am the only sufferer by it, by 

Others aver, that he to Handel, 

Is scarcely fit to hold a candle 

-T^vfT " “11" should be. 

i-rt. ti . ^ '**^"'®®'’'c*‘l«'nandTweedle.deeJ” 

her husband at the seat nf iie ovidently staying with 

this letter xvfth anX for li J 



one occasion with them he remarked tn 

son, who was then very young-, that he P^s^nce of their eldest 

!"^t^‘fOvards that thVchKdersto^d o" 

What a confounded blockhead was I I'li ®*olaime<t: 

thing as a spoiled child who hid not such a 
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being deprived of the sfiliHfaction of hearing of your health. 
Tile extreme coli! weutlier we liave hud this montli, has 
made tile country much less agreeable than usual at this 
time of the year; but this having been a fine morning, I have 
been amused very much to mv satisfaction with laying out 
vvliut I think a very prettv ciesign in my garden. I like 
my gardener mightily, and found everything in his care in 
))crfect good order, but the coldness of the season makes 
everything very backward: the cucumbers are not larger 
than gherkins. 

I beg, if you honour me with a line, you will let me know 
liow both Lady Acheson and Mrs. Acheson' do, for I have 
a sincere concern for both their welfares. Wc go next 
week to make a visit to our friends at Seafirde, whore wc 
propose staying about a fortnight.''' I heard yesterday you 
had tliought.s of going to ('ashcl.* If it were po.ssiblc for 
rno to have the happiness to be present at yours and the 
Archbisliop's conversation, 1 am certain I slunild retrieve 
my character, and that you would allow me to be a good 
listener, which, through other pcople’.s faults, you do not 
kiuiw; for I a.ssuro you 1 have too great a desire to be 
informed and improved, to occasion any Interruption in 
your conversation, except when I find you purposely let 
yourself down to such caiwcities as mine, with an intention, 
a« I suppttso, to give us the pleasure of babbling. Mr. 
lirownlow tlcsircs you will accept of his compliments, and 
I nm, Sir, with great respect. 

Your tndy aflectionate and obedient humble .servant, 

ICl.I/.AltKTII BROWNLOW, 


MXVI. {Ifnivkmm'tft.} 

LaDV libl/AIlKTlI GKRMAIN TO SWll T 

May 27, 1735. 

It is true enough, my love to business is not great, with" 
out my capacity was better; but, however, you should have 

’ /.ft, Lady Achesnn's mother (tufua, vol. iv, p. ,(33, n. a). 

* Tlie <«vncr of Senfortle. the Hcnl of the Fordo fmmly in the county 
of IJown, lU ihnt lime wn« n nephew of Mr. lirownlow, 

*■ A’«/hrt, p. 173. 
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had a quicker answer to your letter,' but that I iintl Mr. 
Fitzmaurice has already made appllcaliuu by several tuher 
hands, and so liavc many Members tiC J'arliaiiient. The 
answer, given to them all, has been, that it will not yet 
be disposed of, and my opinion i.s, tiuit probablj', wlieii 
I.ord George Sackville comes over, he will luimbly desire 
his father, or whoever is chief governor, that he inny. 
without any political view, have the disposal of it lu’insdf'. 
as it Is his own private concern. I did not know Lady 
Kerry had the honour of being your mistress and favourite ; 
however, I approve of your taste, for, many years, or rather 
an age ago, she and I were very well acquainlctl, atui I 
thought her a mighty sensible agreeable woman, so u[K»n 
that account, as well as yours, I should be very glad to be 
serviceable to her in anything in my power. 

Now I have given you what aiuswer I can on this sub¬ 
ject, I must recommend to you nii nlTair, which has given 
me some small palpitations of the heart, which is, that you 
should not wrap up old shoas, or neglected .serinouH, in my 
letters, but that what of them have been a|mrcd from going 
towards making gin for the ladles, may henceforth be com¬ 
mitted instantly to the flnme.s; for. you being sligmatixcd 
with the name of a wit. Mr. Curll will rake to the dungbill 
for your correspondence, and, ns to my part, 1 am .satisfied 
with having been honoured in print, by our amorous, 
satirical, and gallant letters." 

The summer hies done your old frienti Mrs, Floyd a 
great deal of service. Ah for my saucy niece, I would advise 
you both to be better acquainted before yon fall foul of 
one another. The Diichca.s of Dor.sct is still at Hath, niid 
the waters have done her good. The l.}uke is now confiueil 
by a fit of the gout, which, 1 believe, is very well for lum. 
because I doubt he had a little of it in In's storruteli. 
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MXVII. 

John Siiiki.l to Swikt 

I735- 

VVhickkas i hiivc solti to Doctor Jonathan Swift, Dean of 
St. I'atrick’s. two hogsheads of wine* on the aeconcl of June 
instant for twenty-three pounds sterling, I do here bind 
myself in case that one or both hogsheads should happen 
to fall, turn sour, or not answer In goodness according to 
his expectation, that I will make up the loss in such a 
manner as to satisfy the said Dean and his friends. Witness 
my hand Juna the f,th 1735. , 

Witness present: Anne Ridgeway. 


M XV Hi. \S/tent/an:'\ 

.SWIIT T«) LADV ICU/AIlKTIl GKUMAIN 

Jum% I 7 . 1 S' 

I TKHUnT.K yon sooner than usual, in acknowledging 
your letter of May 37 lh,* liecansc there are some 
in it that seem to re(|nire a (piick answer. If I naget ine 
date of mine, you must impute it to my ill head, and il i 
live two years longer, I shall fir-st forget rnv own name, and 
last your Ladyship’s. I gave my Lady Kerry aij account 
of what you said in relation to her son, with winch she Is 

fully satisfied. ...... . i 

1 detest the House of Lords, for their indulgence to such 
a profligate pro.stitute villain as Curll, but am at a loss 

I In iho Foraler Colleciion, No. sf'S- LscopI difi slgnaiures the 
whole (locumciu la in Hwifi’a hniitlwrlliiiK. 

’ whtch iHs'ldWcr ia prinlotl is aaid 

(“ l.cucrs,” iii, aso) lo have been prosorved iti Ueanc bwin s collouion. 
The lelici- wna, however, not pumiahed by them. 

' p. 183. 
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how he could procure any letters written to Mr. Ihipe. 
althoug^h, by the vanitj' or indiscretion of corrcH|H>ndcnts, 
the rogue iniglit have picked up some timt wetu from him.' 
Those letters have not yet been .sent liither: iliercfore I 
can form no judgement on tiiem. VVlicn I was leaviiig Eng. 
land upon the Queen's death, i burnt all ilm IcHfrs 1 cmifd 
find, that I had received from Ministers for several years 
before. But, a,s to the letters [ receive from your Lmiyslup, 
I neither over did or ever will burn any of them, lake ll as 
you please; for I never burn a letter that is entertaining, 
and consequently will give me new pleasure when It is for¬ 
gotten. It is true, I have kept .some letters merely out of 
fnetKlship, although they sometime.s wanted true spelling 
and good sense, and some others whose writers are dead; 
for I live dike n monk, and hate to forget my rlcpartcrl 
friends. Yet I am .sometimes loo nice; for I burnt all my 
Lord -—— a letters, upon receiving one wlicre he luul uwd 
these words to me, " all I pretend to is a great deal of 
^ncerity, which, indeed, was the chief virtue lirwaulctl' 
Of those from my Lord Halifax. I burnt all luit «uc. 
which I keep as a most admirable original of t'aiirt pro- 
mises and professioius." I confess also that 1 have rcari 
some passages in many of your letters, to a frlentl, but 
without naming you, only that the writer was a laily, which 
had such marks of good sense that often the licarers would 
not believe me, and yet I never had a letter «.f miria 
printed, nor of any others to me. 

Your Ladyship very much surpri.scs me with one iiasHmyc 
,1, your etter, vvl>ich howover I ‘do not In ull,IK 
.land, wilde you say, you have been honoured in print by 
amorous, satirical, and gallant letters, where there was Im 

lint 
th 

from himself w K ‘ 

Elwin's Introduction to “ & '' (««« 

Swift wrote m him""T 

far as is recorded received noUiciHrom ff^^ 

vol. I, p. 165. 


so 
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word bill your !>iue luimc mentioned.* 1 can a-ssnre you, 
this ia to me allogcther u riddle, and what I never Iieard 
the least ayllablc of, and wiali you would explain it. No, 
Miidain, 1 will never furtive your insolent niece, without a 
rnoHt humble submission under her own hand.H, which if 
.Hite will not comiily with, I sluill draw up letters between 
u.s, and .send them to Curll. , 

1 will tell your Ladyship a cause I have of complaint 
nuainsi the Duke of Dorset. 1 have written to him about 
four times since he was Lieutenant, and three of my letters 
were upon subjects that concerned him much more than it 
did any friend of mine, and not at all myself; but he wa.s 
never pleased to return me an an.swcr, which omission, for 
I disdain to call It contempt, I can account for only by 
some of the followini? reasoivs. He is cither extremely busy 
in nffnlra of the highest importance; or he is a Duke with a 
Oi‘ tx i ^icjutcnnnt of Iruhincl; or he w of u very 
ancient noble extraction; or so obscure a man as I am is 
not worth his ramombrauce; or like the Duke of Chantlos, 
he i.s an utter slrnniier to me, and it would j^rieve <oc to 
the .soul to put lluim toftethcr upon any one article. 1 he 
last letter I writ to hi.s Grace was upon an alTair relating to 
one of lilt) favourite party, and yet a very honest gent email, 
which last circmnatancc, with .submission to your Ladyship, 
is what 1 .seldom grant, and the matter desired was a trine. 
The letter before that related to a rctiucst made him by a 
Senior I-'cllowof this Qniversily, uiion which I was earnestly 
pressed to write l;iy some consideralile memliers of the 
same hody, whicli it liighly concerned, as well as ins 
Grace’.s honour; the demand being directly contrary to 
their statutes, and of the most pernicious consequence, not 
only to the University, but the kingdom, and to*’ “'‘'J 
reason, It is thought, his Grace has chosen to let it fall, J 
suppose by much better causes of conviction than mine. 

I do assure you, Madam, that 1 have not been trouble¬ 
some to my Lord Duke in any particular: .since he has 
been governor, my letters have been at most but once a 


' Evidently Swift thoiiBlit that Lady rtcily had referrod to an explan¬ 
atory note wliich precedes the '* Ilallad to the Tunc of tlio 
Faulkner** edition of his "Works":." Lady Betty Dorkolcy a ll o 

Author’s Room some Verses unfinished undcrwrlt a Stanza oHici own, 
with Raillery upon him, which gave Occasion to this 
' SHfini, p. 164. P- 
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year, and my personal requests not so many, nor any of 
them for the least interest that re^jartled myself, and al¬ 
though it be true that I do not much approve the coniUtct 
of affairs in either kingdom, wherein 1 agree with vast 
numbers of both parties, yet I have utterly waivcti inter¬ 
meddling even in this enslaved kingdom, where perhaps I 
might have some influence to be troublesome; yet 1 have 
long quitted all such thoughts, out of perfect despair: 
although I have sometimes wished, that the true loyal 
Whigs here might be a little more considered in the dis¬ 
position of employments, notwithstanding their misfortune 
of being born on this side the Channel, which wotdd gain 
abundance of hearts both to the Crown and his Grace, My 
paper is so full, that I liavc not room to excuse its length. 

I remain, your Ladyship’s, etc. 


MX IX, [Denne Simy}!,] 

SwiKT TO TIIK Rkv. TIIOMAK SHEKIIlAN 

yww 173$. 

r" in « 

LJ n ^ stream, or pad ling and say ling in a boat, or 

an ! InfJ r' your hands. 

S fi 0‘' set ling your nffalr-s. or 

not always toy ling In your school.' Thfs dries llmr 

‘1" of ^ dump ling, and baf 

Img 18 our dare ling. Pray do not look as cow ling at me 

aJ? bub llni 5 nu^ ir ^ townsfolks 

aie tmb hng you. Have you a bow ling green at Cavan? 

as cHb £ Ca^! vL°h "O"' 

nlf f t ^’i.r ” tiiiif nag? I am bat 

unf, S.%TlZ7;, ^^’^^rbiao.S '‘IK 

IliiK my „d.„B perlwlf. My mnkl^ hen, LepTri? a 1 


‘ Sf/jira, p. 170, n. 4 


cur 

cack 
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ling, and chuck ling, that 1 scarce know what I write. My 
marc i.H just fue ling, for which my groom is grum ling ancl 
grow ling, wltilc the other servants are gob ling and gut 
ling, and the inaidH gig ling, and the dogs how ling. My 
hung ling taylor was tip lin^' from morning to night. Do 
you know drive ling Doll with her drab ling tail, ancl drag 
ling petticoat, and gog ling eyes; always gag ling like a 
goose,and hob ling to the ale house, hand ling a mug, and 
quarry ling and squab ling with porters, or row ling in the 
kennel? I bought her a muzy,le ling pinner. Mr. Walls' 
walks the streets with his atrip ling boy, in his sham ling 
gait, as cuff ling for the wall, and just ling all he meets. I 
.saw his wife with her pop ling gown, pill ling oranges, and 
pick ling cucumbers. Her eyes arc no longer spark ling; you 
may find her twat ling with the ncighbour.s, her no.se trick 
ling,and spaw ling the lioor, and then .smug ling her husband. 

A lady whose under.standing was .sing ling me out a.H a 
witling or rather a suck ling, as if she were lick ling my 
fancy, tang ling me with questions, tell ling me many stories, 
her tongue toe ling like a clapper; say.s she, an old man’s 
dar ling is belter tlian a young man’s war ling. I liked her 
diul ling and plain deal ling! she was «s wise as a goes ling 
or a duck ling, yet slus counted upon gull ling and grave 
ling me. Her maul-was hack ling flax and hum ling her 
mistress, iind how ling in the Iiish iruinner. I was fool ling 
ami fuldlc ling and fade ling an hour with them. We hear 
Tisdnll is puss ling the curates, or mud'liiig in iin idohou.se, 
or muffling his choiis, or rump ling Ins Ismd, or mum ling 
songs, though he lie but ii mid Hug versifier !it best,“ while 
his wife in her mac Hug lace is mull ling claret, to make 
her husband maud ling, or mill ling chocolate for licr break¬ 
fast, or rust ling in her silk.s, or net ling her spouse, or 
nurse ling and swill ling liur grandchildren and u year hug 
calf, or oil ling her pimple ling face, or set ling her head 
dress, or stif ling a f— to a fizz Hug, or boj^ ling sowina 
for supper, or pew ling for the death of iter kit Img, or over 
rue ling the poor Doctor." As to Madame voire femme, 1 

liQ never wore boou. The use of HpnuorclnslieH or Kmnbaclocs began, 
lioweveti fisi wt Imva Boorii when ho was HiilTcM'ing from lamencatt 


Sufira, vol. iv, p. 


• /.r., ino orciuiciicoii. ^.j- .• 

» Tindall's wife (xn}ni, vol. 1 , p. < 17 , i) was a lady of [‘'“’’•'y;. 
He married bor wllhfn two years of the toriiunatlon of his couruiup oi 
Stolla. 
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find she has been coup linR her clavjghters;' 1 wish she 
were to live upon a cod ling or a chit or ling. She lias as 
mile ling countenance, which is yet better than as well ling 
belly: I wish .slie were to go a bull ling and begin with 
a bill ling, and then go to hick ling. .She h.ith been long 
as cram ling for ]>owcr, and would fain be a fond ling and 
delights in a fop ling, when .she shonld be fur ling her sails, 
and fill ling her lielly.orgamc ling about ( ’avnn, or gall ling 
her company. Why do not you set her a truck ling, with 
a vengeance, and use her like an inuler ling, and slo|j her 
ray ling, rat ling, rang ling behaviour? I would cure licr 
ram ling and rum ling; but, you arc spy ling all, by rig 
ling into her favour, and arc afraid of rufT ling her, 

I hear you are fel ling your timber at Quilca: )'ou love to 
have a fee ling of money, which is a grove ling tcrniier in 
you, and you are for .shove ling it up like a lonl ling, or 
rather like a star ling. I suppose now j'ou are vail ling )'oiir 
bonnet to every si|uirc. I wish you would grow a world 
ling, and not be .slrow ling abroad, nor always shake ling 
your.self at home? Can I have stabc ling with you for my 
hor.se? Pray keep plain whotescmie table ling for vour boys, 
and employ your maiils in tear, ling cloth nnti reel ling 
yarn, and unravel ling threail without .stay ling it, .Set the 
boys a race ling for divt?r.sionj .set the scullion a rid ling 
the cinders without rife ling them. Get .some scriilj to 
teach the young boys their spell Hug, and llu: cow-boy to 
draw small beer without spill ling or pall ling it: have no 
more pi.s9 to ling lad.s: employ yaiirself in nay ling your 
broken stools, whip all the libel ling rogues who are loll 
ling out their tongues, and kind ling cpiarrels, and rave eye 
ling their 8chool-fellcnv.s, and stick ling with their seniors, 
and snuff ling in a jeer, and scraw ling on the school walls, 
and scut ling to the piehouso, and yawl ling and yelling to 
frighten little children, and fowl ling the house for misdilcf 
.sake, and grape ling with the girls. Pray lake care of spy 
ling your younger daughters, or sty ling them pets.^ 

. 'Swift hati probably not soon Slicriclnn since ho received Jus leiter 
in April p, 15,1). 

“ Duane .Swift says tlmt tills wont is marked " with a note of repro- 
bnlipn,” and arlds dint it is derived from the French yVAVe, in which 
modern aiitlioniics do not ngrcc, and say ilie oriuin is unknown. 
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S\YU-T Tu Tins Rkv. Thomas Shkridan 
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I KKCi'ivivO yovir letter, which begun with Hugs. You have 
thirteen in nil, nncl I have got but a hundred and sixty—a 
trifle; find me ten more than mine, and I will give you ten 
guineas for the eleventh. Mine are all down, and only 
twelve which are not yet entered in a letter,’ which I will 
send you when health permits, and I have nothing else to 
do, and that may be a twelvemonth hence, if my disorder 
will suffer me to hold out so long. Dites moi, votre diablme 
hifermh s« mette elle (k vas affaires domestiques? Sommm 
vms (h VOS promesses de regner vans udme^ do gouvencr vos 
enfants ei la harpits de votre de laqnello Us sorbent. You 
were born to be happy, for you take the least piece of good 
fortune cheerfully,' 1 suppose your arithmetic is, that three 
boys a week are a hundred and fifty-nine in a year; and 
seven guineas a week arc tltree hundred and sixty-five per 
annum. C’an you reckon that the county, and the next, and 
Dublin, will provide you with thirty lads in all, and good 
pay, of which a tiozen shall be lodgers? Does the chcap- 
iiess of tilings answer your expectation? Have you sent 
away your late younger-married daughter, and will you 
send away the other ? 

I^ct me desire you will be very regular in your accounts; 
because a very honest friend of yours and mine tells me, 
that with all your honesty, it is an uneasy thing to have 
any dealings with you that relate to accounts by your 
frequent forgctfulnesa and confusion; for you have no 
notion of regularity, and I do not wonder at it, considering 
the scattered, confused manner in which you have 1 ved. 
Mrs. Whiteway thanks you for the good opinion you have 


> A cony of iho final imrt of lliU Icuor mul tlio original of tlio socpntl 
nnrl are preserved in the Forster Collection. 1 lie first part, the original 
of wltlclt was sold al inuitck’s .Snle Rooms on 34 May, 1871, was with 
some omissions printed by Faulkner under an incorrect dale. 

» /.ft, the preceding one. ., ., , , ... » 

» llc^ore iliat lime Swift had obtained Sheridan’s signature to a 
curious documeiu admitting his optimistic disposition, Seo Ap¬ 
pendix VII. 
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of her, and I know she always loved and y'lV' i 

cannot tell when I shall be able to travel; 1 have ^ 
other engagements on my hands, but the principal is t. 
sL the Bishop of Ossory.• Yet I dread the lying abrt ul 
above five miles. I am never well. Some sudden turns ne 
every day threatening me with a giddy fit; and 
are terribly embroiled. I have a scheme of hvmg ‘ 

when the College Green chib" is to meet; for m these limts 
I detest the town, and hearing the follies, corruptions, am 
slavish practicc.s of tho.se misrcprcsentative briiteH; imu 
resolve, if I can stir, to pass that whole time at Bath or 
Cavan. Et eravi nifere, Ade velis be it at firae senham afra 
A, Cnr sedqnae an mtne an 0 rat her at him sand virile 
Lvons* 1 say again, keep very regular accounts, m large 
books, and a fair hand; not like me, who to .save fiapcr 
confuse everything. Your mind Is honest, but your inemory 
a knave, and therefore the .Scotch mean the same tiyng by 
minding, that we do by remembering, " Sirrah, .said 1 to a 
Scotch footman, " why did not you go that errand? Be¬ 
cause I did not mind it," quoth Sawney. 

A curse on the.se twenty soldiers druinming Ihrougli my 
Liberty twice a-day, and going to a barrack the govern¬ 
ment hath placed just under my no.se.* I think of tlic line 

' His friends, Lord and Lady I-Imvih, liiid evidently Invited .Hwifl to 
visit tliom at ICilfnue p. 8i), and as an 

out the prospect of his seeing “llic Itaboon of Kilkenny ( 1 oeiUiil 
Works," ii, 346). In addition to his quarrel with llishop l ennison aa 
a supporter of the Bills of Reaidonco and Division hwifl Imd iiii nn> 
tlpniliy to him ns a cousin of the '* good for nuilimg Archljbhoji of 
Canterbury, and probably was unaware of kindred tastes in regard to 
country pursuits. The Bisliop had come to Ireland tm his np|ialntijieiit 
to the ace of Ossory only four years before Ibis letter Is dated mipni, 
vol. iv, p. 195), and died in tbe November after it was wrlitcn. He Is 
remarkable for bis oITorts to propagate the Protestant religion whit h 
are said to have been defeated by the obstinacy of his temper and 
an excess of zeal (Harris's ** Works of .Sir James Ware," i, 433 )‘ 

* /.(?., tlio Irish Parlinmcnu so called from tlic suuatton of Its hiiuscs 
on a green fronting Trinity CoUego. 

" Et erram ne/erre a devil's bltoj at present 1 am afraid; a cursed 
quean I mean j on I rather a thousand virile lions. 

•* According to Faulkner those Boldlcrs were known ns the Poddle - 
guard, from tho name of a stream on which .St. Patrick's Cnlliedrtil is 
siiiialed. It is evident from the following paragraph llial Dublin was 
not unanimous in reprobating their introcTuclion: "Thera having been 
of iato years many and great riots bred at Dublin by tho bailies between 
a set of young fellows called tbe Bail Boys, and nnolher set called tho 
Liberty JJoys, who used to meet in great numbers of a side in Kevan 
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in Virgil Travesty: The de —1 cut their yelping weasands,*^ ^ 
We expect Lord Orrery and Bishop Rundle" next week. 
This letter was intended for last post, but interruptions and 
horses hindered it. Poor Mrs. Acheson is relapsed at 
Grange/ and worse than ever; I was there yesterday and 
met Dr. Helsham, who hopes she was a little better. 


\June\ 16. 

Here has nobody been hanged, married or dead that I 
hear of. Dr, Grattan ^ is confined by a boil; if you ask him 
where, he will sell you a bargain.® My chief country com¬ 
panion now is Philosopher Webber;® for the Grattans and 
Jacksons are neither to be found at home or abroad except 
Robin who cannot stir a foot. Yesterday I had for my 
Messalina mutton.’ I hear you ray lies writt I fine, I sht 
Thebes tier Care Anne.® I hope you will in every letter 
give me a new list of new boys, and old guineas a ten 
Trance.® I am ass you redyou are a very good subject to 
the Governor.^' Do you know the gentlemen about Newry? 
How far do you live from thence? Because my cousin 
Kendall whom you have seen at Dunleary has got a better 


Street, to try one another’s manhood, as they called it, to the great 
interruption of trade and business about that end of the town; and the 
government being resolved to put a stop to all such riotous proceed¬ 
ings for the future, they have placed a guard of soldiers there, in a 
house taken for that purpose, which guard began to mount for the first 
time on the 24tli of May last, and consists of an officer and forty men; 
since which time the two contending parties have not dared to appear 
in that neighbourhood, and it is hoped the whole gang of fellows, com¬ 
monly called Kevan Bail, will be dispersed, which will of course give 
great ease and quiet to the inhabitants of the city of Dublin^* (Boyer, 
op. cit, 1, 17). ..... 

' “Scarronnides or Virgil’s Travestie: a Mock Poem in imitation of 
the Fourth Book of VirgiVs ^neis in English, Burlesque,^' by Charles 
Cotton, Lond,, 1665, p. 87. 

® Supra, p, 146. ® Supra^ p. 183. 

* The physician, the third of the Grattan brothers {supra^ p. 165), 

* Supra^ vol. iv, p, 352, n, 2. ® Supra^ p, 108, n. 2. 

Yesterday I had for my mess a loin of mutton, 

« 1 hdKr your ale is right, I finished the best I e’er carry any. 

* At entrance. I am assured. 

the head of the Corporation, who was known in Cavan as the 

Thfs son of Swift’s uncle, the Rev. John Kendall, has been already 
mentioned in connection with Swift’s letter to his father (supra, vol 1, 
p, 3, n. 4). As noted elsewhere the village of Dunleary has given place 
to the modern Kingstown. 

V 


o 






,9^. CORRESPONDBNCE OF [1735 

,x>»l, Md te made survoyor at [NcwryV ami I w™'ld kavc 
liim be recommended to the Iwncal Ici.ic, .ere, I 
mean the Whigs at whose mercy he m«»t hc.ftntl he Is n 
good onehimsdf. Themomcn [I I wnl,! this, came in ixmr 
Kendall and aaid the employment olkml him at] 

Carlingford. and but five poundn per anmun l*eUer Iban 
what he has now at Dimleary. hu you see how Uitle people 
are baulked as well as we their betters. . ia » 

Here have been five and forty devils ki do nbiuil i Dclur 
Cope’s daughter who van away with a rogue one Ciibson, 
and the Doctor caught them in a field with a hetige pardon 
In the act of couplingi and Dunkin ** is Nit id to have hcipetl 
on the match* And one Mr. Match's niece is run away with 
a hedge attorney's clerk/ And one Will Veney wioii hke to 
fight with one Ashe, commonly called Bprig uf Ashe, for 
an ugly rich trollop, one Widow Dixon/ but vej^ey the 
last-comer, as your friend Mrs, Whitevvny judicuHiHly UP'» 
served from experience, carried off the jiive, ajihuuglr 
Ashe were the younger, and has the advanlagi;* oK tHting a 
great rake, which Mrs. Swanton* denie^?i, and they arc tclU 
ing so many lies about me, tluit I would iu»t have you 
believe a word, and Miss Molly,’' though ^he say?i nothing, 
thinks more lies than either, 1 have been fool enough to 
sit for my picture at full length by Mr. Blndon for my 
Lord Howth.® 1 have just sat two bourn and a half. 

Addmsed^To the Reverend Doctor Sheridan at hii^ licnisc 
in Cavan; 


' By a slip Swift; hm wrUlen Cavan. 

* Ilcnry Cope was a leading pliyaician in Dublin, and bueama a 
few ye^rs later Regiiis Professor of JMiysic In liublin Univerally, He 
does not appear to nave boon nearly rointod to Lou^hgell mend. 

” The noct p, 157), 

* Hatcn is subsequently mentioned na the Temples’ man of buainea^ 

* Vesey was a doctor of laws, and became a ma.«ier in Clmncery^ 

Ho was a son of the Archbishop of Ttmm voh ii, p. 75), and 

through his father’s innuence had at one lime occupied n Mi in the 
Irish Parliament, The fair lady was the widow of a bnnimr 

who had been raised to the bench a few years before that timci and 
only survived his promotion a week or two. 

Supra, \\ ii, 

Mrs, Whiteway's daughter by her firai marriage lo ilm Hev. 
Thcophilus Harrison (supra, vol, iv, p. 190, n. i). She became the wdc 
of Swift's biographer, Doanc Swift. 

® The portrait from which Swift’s head has been repmdueetl for die 
frontispiece to this edition of his Correspondence. M Sir Frederick 
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MXXI. [neivif Sjvi/t.} 

Ti[E Karl ov Oxford to Swift 


Good Mr. Dean, 


Dover Slreet,y««tf 19, 1735, 


1 OOULD not siiRer Mr. Jebb to pass into Ireland with¬ 
out giving you the trouble of reading a few lines from your 
humble .servant,' to Inquire how you do, and to return you 
many thanks for pur kind remembrance.s of me in your 
letters to my good friend Mr. Tope. I am much concerned 
for the account you give in your late letter to him of the 
state of your own health." I .should think that the change 
of air, and seeing .some of your remaining friend.s you have 
left in thLs island, would be of .service to you, at least to 
entertain and amu.se you. As for any other agreeable view 
I cannot [u-etend to flatter you so fiir a.s that you must 
expect any; that is over, as I Ijclicve you know very well. 
Fut as I know you to be a truly good-natured man, I hope 
you will come over; for 1 assure you it will be an infinite 
satisfaction and pleasure to your friends to embrace you 
licre. If this motive will not do, I do not know what argu¬ 
ment to make u.se of. 


I troubletl yon last year with an account of the disposal 
of my daughter; it has in every point an.swcrcd our ex- 
jicctations niul wi.she.s. 1 was in hopes I .should have 
been able to have given you an account that my daughter 
was .safely brought to bed: we o.\pect it every day. My 
wife i.s pretty well; dcsire.4 your acceptance of her humble 
service; slic, among others, would be very glad to see you 
here. My uncle, the Auditor, is In a very ill state of health; 
I am afraid he cannot la.st very long," His .son has, this 
spring, put to VVestminatci' School two sons; he has three 
more and a daughter.* Mr, Thomas Harley has had the 


Fftikiiior says (" Prose Works," xii, 4|i) the avlist, Francis llindon, was 
equally (lisuntiulBliod ns nn nrdiiioct and pnliUor. 

' Oxford had noi wrillen lo Swift since llio previous year {sit^ra, 
1 ). 79 ). 

S/t/ira, p. i/fi, 

" Oxford’s uncle isitpra, vol, iii, p. ,|.|. n. 3) died two monlhs later, 

‘ Tlic auditors son, who succeeded his cousin in the title, had four 
sons who came lo mnliiriiy; the eldest became the fourth Earl of 
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(tout: but he is better, and is at his sent in Herefordshire,' 
The Duke of Leeds is returned from his travels a Une 
Ecntleman, and has imnorted none of the fopperies rmd 
fooleries of the countries lie lias passed through. My 
nephew Robert Hay travelled with tlie i: uke. and is coine 
home untainted, but mucli improved. Me is returned o 
Oxford to follow his sturlies ; he designs for holy orders 
My two j'ounRcst nephews arc still at VVcstminstcr bciiool. 
Lord Dupiilin has not yet got an employment, but 1 vea 
upon hopes and promises.' My sister lives m Yorkshire 
with her daughters, ns well as she can, considering the 

times, etc., etc.* , r 

Now I ask your pardon, clear Sir, for saying so much of 
family affairs, but as you are a good man, and have always 
wished my family well, I have ventured to be thus un- 
pertinent to give you t!ie state of it. Master Pojic Is pretty 
well! he is under persecution from Curll, who has by suine 
tneans—wicked ones most ccrlninly—got hold of some of 
Pope's private letters, which he has printed, and ihrenlens 
more. Wc arc in .so free a state, that there is no remedy 

against these evils." ,, , „ 

T^ IQ nnw limn to release VQU from this dull 




Oxford, iho aocoad Hisliop of Hereford, the ihird Lord Mayor on.on- 
don, and the fourlli a Prebendary of Worceslcr I’lic fifi li and last Ivnrls 
of Oxford wore rogpoctlvoly son and KmndKon of llio llialtuii of I tnrcmnl. 

* Oxford's cousin Unfim, vol. i 1 , p. 15s) had lost Ids seat in I'nrlia. 
ment on tlvo death of Queen Anne, and secins to have afterwards lived 
a retired life. , , , 

’ Oxford’s nephew {.w//w, vol. ii, p. 86, n. a) had sutxecded his 
father in 1731. Tie had entered Christ Churcli, Oxford, in lhat year, 
and rooolvod, two years later, the degree of D.C.L 
’ Robert liny was a younger son of Oxford's bvothor«in.lnw, l..ord 
Dupplin, who lind succeeded in 1719 to the earldom of Kinnoul Itw/irw, 
vol. li, p. 370, n. 1) He became succossivoly IViNhop of St. Asaph and 
of Salisbury, and Archldshop of York. 

s Lord Dupplin, who had boon educated at Oxford, and was invitetl 
by Stratford to meet Swift when he was tliore in 1737 (jw/ra, vol. id, 
p. 386, n. 2), was afterwards said to bo one of the ablest member** in 
ihe Uritish Parliament, and held various government ofllccs. 

' Lady Kinnoul’s husband, who was then ambassador at Coneinnilii- 
oplc, had brought himself and his family to a state of deatiiution, 
and bore an unenviable reputation \ 

“ Go dino with Chartres, in cacli vice outdo 
g-1>8 lewd cargo, or Tyrawley's crew," 

• Supra^ p. 186, n, i. 
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I must assure you, what I hope you know already, that I 
am, with true respect and esteem. Sir, 

Your most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

Oxford, 

Please to be so good as to make ray compliments to 
Lord Orrery. 


MXXII, \Peane Swift^ 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

Ah Miss cell a nee»' 

Cavan, June 23, 1735, 

Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED your letter with the formidable accounts of 
your lings^ no less than a hundred and sixty in ash hole/ 
enough to bear down awe hale/ What a change ling® was 
I to prove oak yew by grove ling® in the dark as I did. I 
should rather have minded the cop ling*^ of timber for an 
old house, which I am two reap air.® I am now dale ling 
with a march aunt for boards, a droll ling logg or he add. 
His nay miss ter, it hinc, Buy these aim to ken his 
toll a fat ling lamb from our butt chair. This sent hence I 
feris ad I fi culti an dume me quit o ut buy awl it ell 
studij, Now fora new e si style. ^Ey sup /*5viv to dye a 
"bless Inn Fern ale, bee cause French. A very good 
name for sue chaw help meet.® 

Mice cool encreases and wood faster, butt that eye will 
not a bait of my rates. Eye heave Ralph used a bove as core 
all ray dye/® I do not yet hear of Master Lucas from 


' A miscellany. 
® A shoal. 

^ A changeling, 
The coupling. 


® Supra, p. 191. 

A whale. 

* To provoke you by grovelling, 
® To repair. 


° I am now dealing with a merchant for boards, a drolling logger- 
head. His name is Foster, I think. By the same token he stole a fat¬ 
ting lamb from our butcher. This sentence, I fear, is a difficulty, and 
you may make it out by all I tell to-day. Now for a new easy style. 
You know I know your meaning as to diablesse infernah because I 
understand French j a very good name for such a helpmeet. 

My school increases and would faster, but I will not abate of my 
rates, I have refused above a score already. 
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Castle Shane," for whom I have agreed, and kept a 

room. If you see Dr. Coghill, perhaps he may reso ^ 
what I have to depend upon, that I rnay not 
in his place. I wish with all my soul you were here befoie 
my chickens and ducks outgrow the proper season, as lor 
the geese, they have ceased to be green, and are "oj oW 
enough to see the world, which they do as , 

will let them sail commodiously. Our mutton ts the best i 
ever tasted, so is our beef, our trouts, our pheasan 
cularly the eels. Dear Sir, I am almost persuaded that the 
iourney hither will not only remove your disorder, but the 
good air will also get you a stomach, and of consequence 
new flesh, and good health. Your little starts o e 
country from Dublin, only make your lungs play quicker, 
to draw in more of your city poison; whereas being here 
with me in the midst of Arabia Felix,you draw in nothing 
but balsamic aromatic air, the meanest odour of which is 
that of our bean blossom and lily of the valley. Eveiy one 
swears who looks on my face, that I am grown already ten 
years younger, and this I am almost persuaded to believe, 
because I labour more than ever, drink less, see fewer com¬ 
pany, and have abundantly more spirits. 

Mrs. Sheridan began her athletic gambols by cuffing and 
kicking one of the maids; for which I gave the wench 
money before her mistress, with instructions to kick and 
cuff again, which had the effect intended. I have almost 
finished a walk of half a mile for you, and now it is to^dy 
for a coat of coarse gravel; for I cannot afford a lolhng- 
stone; so that my garden walks will require a strong pair oi 
German shoes. To my great grief I hear that my Lord 
Orrery is landed, and I fear will not be in Dublin at my 
August vacation. You are too happy while he is in Dublin 
for me to inveigle you from thence with all the charms of 
our Elysium. What would I give that some necro¬ 
mancer would set you both down at Cavan upon an 
easy cloud, while my good wine lasts? If you would think 
it proper to let five dozen of my Mullan’s wine come 
down for yourself, I do not think it would be amiss: 
for I have a good cool cellar for it I beseech you to let me 
know the day you intend to set out, that I may meet you 

' He was probably a son of Francis Lucas, who represented for 
over thirty years in the Irish Parliament the borough of Monaghan. 
Castle Shane, the family seat, is in that county. 
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in Virginia : and be pleased to be there on a Saturday. You 
give me a great deal of good advice in your letter, for 
which I return you my hearty thanks, and I wish with all 
my soul I could take it as easily as you give it; but alas. I 
must say as Tasso did. in a letter to his friend Antonio 
Constantini, II consiglio di V. S. oUtnto; ma to conosco 

grandisshnct difficoUdt nell esegiiiHo, tr u 4. v.:<. 

Doctor Cope was a fool to trouble hims^f al^ut his 
rampant daughter; for he may be assured, although he se¬ 
cures her from the present lover, since the love fit is upon 
her, she will try either his butler or coachman. And poor 
Sprig of Ashe I pity. He may now mourn in sackcloth and 
ashes. I suppose he is so much ash aimed, that he is worn 
away to ash add dough;’ Vesey, it seems, was ash harper, 
and played him ash hitten trick. He must have been ash 
allow ‘ fellow, to lose that beautiful trollop so easily; I beg 
pardon, I should have said so Veasily. If he had been ash 
hay rid ann,’ he would not have lost her so easily. 

It is the fashion here, among all manner of parties, to 
drink the Drapier’s health. The reason I give you this 
caw shun* is, that you may not Ralph use it, when you 
come among us. Ibis see itch yew tom eak co'ne 
pleament” to Mrs. Whiteway, and tell her no one in Ire¬ 
land shall be more welcome to my house; do "ot fail t 
haul her down with you. I can billet her at a relation s 
house, and she can live and joke with us the best of the 
dav. Pray let me know her resolution, that I may settle 
my mind accordingly. My next to you shall be in verse, 
S what you littll think of; nor is it to be wondered, be- 
cause I declare solemnly, I am an utter stranger to wh^ I 
intend, either as to measure, rhyme, diction, or tho«g . 
May all happiness attend you, I am, dear Sir, with all 

respect^ obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

‘ “ Ooere di Torquato Tasso,” I 724 t 40 - 

2 a shadow. 

« This caution, Ketuse, 

'0 I beseech you to make my compliment. 
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MXXin. [Deane Swi/t:\ 

Till'. Riiv, Thomas Shiskihan to Swin* 

July s. 1735. 

Dkar Sir, 

I RECKIVED your two receipts,race cat.s.or rny scrtt!i. 
aticl as soon as I can hear of Higginbothain, he shall gel you 
the money.' The Bishop of Kilmore has ordered him to 
pet up all he can for him in the finst place; for you rruiat 
know that the Bishop has my bond for the rent due to him. 
together with the fine, when I renewed with him the last 
February. This made me two hundred and eighty pounds 
in his debt. The moment I can raise the devil among the 
tenants, I will secure your poor money. At iircsent 1 have 
not a sou but a guinea and-a-hnlf, till some bird of passage 

brings me some. 1 

'V'ou must know that I have lately been be»Sheridaii d. 
A damnable rogue, one William Sheridan, cousin to Coun¬ 
sellor Sheridan, has run away threescore and six pounds 
in my debt, He was tenant to Drumcor and Blcancup, part 
of the lands which I .sold you. I writ to Counsellor Cal¬ 
laghan about him,'' and he tells me that I must eject him 
legally before I can set to another, although I have no dis- 
tress on the land, but two acres of growing wheat, 1 he 
villain keeps within six miles of this place, and will not 
give up his articles. One Smyth, a rich grazier, would pay 
most of his arrear to get into the lands now. 1 sent to 
Mr. Hale for an ejectment and a writ, but hear nothing of 
it, I beseech you to let him have Sheridan's article and 
Carter’s bond, which you have among the paper.s I gave 
you, that he may show them to Counsellor Robert Cal¬ 
laghan; for it was to him I writ. Be pleased to send me a 
letter of attorney to receive your rents of Marahill, Drum¬ 
cor, and Bleancup, and to set the two latter at forty-two 

^ It would appear from this loiter that SwiA had lent .Shtirulnu 
money on the security of some of the lands held by him« 

^ There were about that time throe eminent lawyers of llmt niiitie, 
Cornelius O’Cnllaghan and hla two sons, Robert and Cornolitmr Kobert 
had been Sheridan’s pupil, and it was in his house that Sheridan 
Through a third son uornclius O’Callnghan was nn ancculor of the 
Lords Lismore. 
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pounds a year, which was the rent payable by that run¬ 
away villain. You cannot lose, but I must be content to 
lose forty-six pounds. Now a pox of all losses. To business 
more material. 

Eye rage hoise X C Dingley tuff Hind mile Order or 
Eyes top Ass awe interr inn Dubb Line ann damn well 
play said two fine dimn inn ass teat off Mare he meant; 
All ass Ice he knot ass mile inn knack wart her These 
Quires he rare sow stow eye call. Ann they par Suns sow 
dam nab lye in sup port able Eye cann knot bay rum. 
O’er ay Rum (Sea dye two wan) ay rue awe vye car, O raw 
pray bend Harry, O rack Yew rat. Know sea see, butt 
adge, use’t is sack woe rum. Hoi Rum! Hah! Rum: 
Hoi Rum! say dye.* I have no news frorn our parts, but 
that my man Pat, upon desiring him to silence our dog, 
said, "By my soul, Sir, he would bark if his head were cut 
off.” He presents his humble service to your Joe. For God 
sake come as soon as you can possibly, while our weather 
and everything is good. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MXXIV. {Deane Sxvift?^ 

Lord Howth to Swift 

Kilfane,y«/y 6 ,173S- 

I AM very much obliged to my good Dean of St. Patrick s 
for the honour he did me in sitting for his picture, and 
have wrote to Dr, Grattan" to give Mr. Bindon strict 
charge in the finishing of it, and when that is done to bring 
It to his house, for fear I should get a copy instead of the 

» I rejoice exceedingly to find my Lord Orrery stops « 

Dublin, and am well pleased to find him m a state of merriment. Alas! 

parsons so damnably insupjiortable, 1 cannot bear em 

S i,“ S Q—• tH'?.E.;.nl’Hn;R«n., 

said 1. 

’ flfo’physicia** («<?»''*** P- ' 93 ) whom Lord Howth mentions in 
his will* 
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originnl. 1 am very much concerned at tlje acc»»imt you | 
l^'uve me of your health, lail do not in tire least doubt but 
the change of air woulct lie of service to yon, and^ a most 
hearty welcome you may be sure of. "I be Archliislmp of 
Cashel told me he wouhl wait on you the tiay after he 
went to Dublin, and dears mightily admire lie inis not .seen 
you oftcncr.' I have taken your advice, anti kept very good ^ 
hours since I came last here. Ivvery second day 1 am out • 
six or seven hours au oltcr-lnmling. As to rending and 
working, my wife observes your directions, avul could \vi.sh 
she would do the same ns to exercise. She desires me to 
tell you that the liking she has to the Haboon ’ Is out of the 
true regard she has for you, he being one of your greatest 
favourites. Your giant will use her endeavours to make 
Lord Bacon a liar, and instead of adding two inches to her 
height, would be very well satisfied to part witli four.* 

I am very sorry Mrs. Acheson is so much out of order;' 
she is one I have a great regard for, anti shall tlcsire tlie 
favour of you to give my wife's service and mine to her, 
and Lady Acheson, when you sec tlicm. I thank God my 
family and I are very well. Sometime this summer I design 
drinking HullyspclIan waters for a montli.* As fur news wc 

' I). 157. 

* Hinliop Tennluoii n. 19a). 

“ The tfinul was a niece ar J-ortl Howilv'n, I ha only child of b'clwanl 
Kico, of Mount Uice in the cotiiUy of Kildare, by bis innrrinue In one 
of Lord I-lowili'fl fiiateni. She lived with her unde, nnil wns die origin 
of a duel between his brother and one of ills liriidici si>indaw, Accord¬ 
ing to n contempomry nccouni die combntnnts were ranylng nt Killidn 
with Ijtdy Howth's oldest brotlier, Ridinrd Gorges (rw/ra, p. si)}, 
wlien nows ennio of tlie death of another lady wlto lived wiiit l.nrd and 
Lady liowtii, and )4ulv Mowtii's younger broiher, lianiillon Gorges, 
oxnreasod pity for his sister wlio would now have no cotnimnion excBpl 
“the silly Miss Kico." St. Lawrence resented his niece being dis¬ 
paraged, and aflor the household bod retired for the nigiit mrcctl 
Gorges to fight in Ids bedroom witli n (htal result to liimselr(IHiicston 
MSS., p. 31aj cf, ns to date “Dublin Gnsetie,'* 8 January, lyjb-y). 
Besides inches the young lady possessed property, and was heir to a 
ccmsidorablo estate in llio county of Tipperary, which was confirmed 
to her lifter n long suit by the verdict of “a jury of great figure and 
foriuno" (" Dublin GnsoUe," as-st May, 1736). 

^ p. 103. 

* Writing of BnllyspoUan Spa voi. Iv, n. 48, n. a) a few years 

before lliat time, Loveclay says (“Tour," p. .16): An liouae built liy it 
nfibrds room to gentlemen and ladies, who spend tlieir time lieve 
agreeably, for tliere is a largo drawing-room, and its situation is 
pleasant on tlie top of a mountain, It is at present in groat rettuesu” 
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have no .such thing here, only the Baboon has done his 
visitation; that is, lie goe.s Into the churches and look.s 
aboU, then asks tt\e tumbler Sykes how long tlioy luive 
bLn coining. So long, says Syke.s. " Ay," re|)lies the 
Baboon, " and we sliull lie as long going back ’ ; so mounts 
his horse and avva)% Who tlursL say the Church is in 
danger when wc have so good Bishops? My wife and al 
here join in their kind service to the Drapier. I am, good 

^Your most assured and affectionate humble .servant, 

itOWI H* 


MXXV. [.W.] 

Swift to John Bakunk 

Dublin,///// 12, 1735* 

D15AU Mu. Aldkwman, 

I WHITE to you at the command of a gentleman, loi 
whom I have a perfect friendship and o.stcem, and the 
reiuie.st he ilesires me to make, aiipears to me altogether 
reasonable. The gentleman I mean i.s J^octor Helsl am, 
the most eminent phy.sician of this city and kingdom. I here 
is a i)cr.sun of quality, an intimate friend of the Doctor s, 
my Lonl Tyrone, formerly Sir IMarciisI Beiaisbird, who i.s 
a tenant to the T.ondoiulcrry Society. His l,ord.ship is 
going to build two hoii.ses upon their estate, and, to assist 
him in so good work. I desire that when the part.cu ars of 
the request shall be laid before the hociet/, you, who aie 
the governor, will please, if you find them just and reason- 


vgvi uy vfi ' 

ilift kfli Efirl of Tyrone of iho rower > 

1 Ifimftio annoarccl lo her after his dcatli anti asHurctl her of a l^uu re 

birth, 
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able, to forward them ns far as lies in your power; by 
which you will much oblige me, and scvcriil worthy per¬ 
sons, particularly my friciul Dr. Hclsham. 

Do you .sometimes honour poor Mrs. linrber with a 
vi,sit? We are afraid here, that the jjout has |»ot too .strong 
a possession of her. And pray let me have some account 
of your own health. I wish we three valetudinarians were 
together, we .should make excellent company, but I can 
drink my pint of wine twice a day, which I doubt both of 
you could not do in a week. I long excessively to be in 
England, but am afraid of being surprised by my old dis¬ 
order in my bead, far from help, or at least Irom con- 
veniency; and I dare not so much as travel here without 
being near enough to come back In the evening to lie in 
my own bed. These are the effects of living too long; and 
the public miseries of tins kingdom add to my disease. I 
am, dear Sir, with true esteem and friendship, 

Your most obedient luunblc .servant, 

J. SWIKT. 


MXXVI. [Original.'} 

Lady Elizaukth Gkhmain to Swift 

London, u, 1735. 

1 HAVE not answered yours of I5lh of June* so soon as I 
should had not the Duke of Dorset answered all youns ere 
your letter came to my hands. So I hope all causes of 
complaint are at an end, and that he has showed himself 
as he is, much your friend and humble servant, though he 
wears a garter, Hind] had hia original from Normandy, if 
heralds do not lie, or his grnndama did not piny false, and 
whilst he Is Lord Lieutenant, which I heartily wish may 
not bo much longer, I dare say [he] will be very glad of 
any opportunity to do what you recommend to him. Tims 
far I will answer for his Grace, though l\e is now in the 
country, and cannot subscribe to It himself. 

Now to quite another affair. The Countess of Suffolk, 
whom you know I have long had a great esteem and value 

' In ihe Ihilish Museum. Sco Preface. 

’^_.Tj.yidently Swift’s lelicr of the 8lh n. 185) was not ponied 

llMfll ♦hrti- /1nfi\ » • I 
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for, has been so good and gracious as to take my brother 
George Berkeley for better, for worse; though I hope in 
God tlic last will not happen, because I think he is an 
honest good-natured man.' The town is surprised; and 
the town talks, as the town loves to do, upon these ordinary 
extraordinary occasions. She is indeed four or five years 
older than he, and no more; but for all that, he has ap¬ 
peared to all the world, as well as to me, to have long had, 
that is, ever since she has been a widow, so pray do not 
mistake me, a moat violent passion for her, as well as 
esteem and value for her numberless good qualities. These 
thing.s well considered, I do not think they have above ten 
to one against their being very happy, and if they should 
not, I shall heartily wish him hanged, because I am sure 
It will be wholly his fault. As to her fortune, though she 
has been twenty years n Court favourite, yet I doubt she 
has been too disinterested to enlarge it, as others would 
have done; and Sir Roliert,* her greatest enemy, does not 
tax her with getting quite forty thousand pounds. I wish 
— • but fear it is not near that sum. But what she ha.s, she 
never told me, nor 1 never asked; but whatever it is, they 
must live accordingly, and he had of his own wherewithal 
to live by himself easily and genteelly. 

In this hurry of matrimony, I had like to forgot to 
answer that part of your letter, where you .say, you never 
heard of our being in print together. I believe it was about 
twenty year.s ago, Mr. Cuvll set forth letters amorous, 
satirical, and gallant, between Dr. Swift, Lady Mary 
Chambers.’ 1-ady Betty Germain, and Mr.s. Anne Longs 
and several otlier persons.' 1 am afraid some of my people 
used them according to their desert; for tiicy have not 
appeared above-ground this great while. And now to the 
addition of writing the brave large hand you make me do 
for you, I have bruised my fingers prodigiously, and can 
say no more but adieu. 

' Lady SulTolk, whose first luisbnncl had died in "733. had nwriod 
Lady flell/B fourth brother on a6 

Parlinmeni for many years, and wa» Mufilci of St. Kainaiin 
Hosphal. 

® .VftIpOlCr * • 

• /.A, Lady Hetty’s niRler, the mother of hor fjivoiirito nKwe. 

♦ As the names nro not mentioned on the title-page {supra, p. 184, 
n. 3), Lady Hotly must quote from an ndvcrliscmcnt. 
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MXXVIl. [Ornry Papers.'} 

Thh Eaul ok Okkkuv to Swil* t 


EBinont, near Charlevillc,/«// ‘ 3 . ' 73 S' 

Dkau Siu,” 

Faulknku will ever make his letters acccplablc when 
he sends me the goad news of your being well, Our 
journey hither, and our residence here, have been nUended 
with so little vanity that nothing but your comments, and 
the dull hours of a rainy day, could force froin me a letter. 
In these parts we live under a perpetual terror that Lord 
Clancarty's thunderbolt will destroy half of our most 
wealthy neighbours* Like chickens in a farm-yard we 
tremble at the kite above u.s, and are running for protec¬ 
tion under the broad spread wings of the law. 1 am not 
like to suffer should hi.s Lordship's victory be as complete 
as the Marlborough arms can make it,' ml stun e( 
nihil hnmani a me- alimnm pnto. Of what in(iitUe service 
might Thomas Mearnc have been in this cause: powibly 
lie could have found some dusty settlement among l-ord 
Noah's papers that would have put rdl to rights, unless 
Duke Adam had made over these very laiula to tut! Duchess 
of Eye, I hear so much of this affair all day long that I 
rejoice when bed-time cornea, cheerfully submitting only 
to dream of the Clancarty family for six houra together. 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your ever obliged and faithful servant, 

OUUKRV. 

’ This letter, with olhors from Orrerv to Jiwift, Is renriniod by kind 
permission of the publishers, Messrs. Duckworth and Company. 

' OiTory Imd arrived again In Dublin from England towards the 
end of Juno. On \ July he writes from there that ho had found Swift 
“ in high health j the same inimUnblo man ho had left him." Subse¬ 
quently ho had gone to the south of Ireland. 

’ At that time proccedinga woro being taken by the son of the 
fourth Earl of Clnncarly of tlio MacCnriy creation, who hud been at¬ 
tainted at the Revolution, to recover his nncostrni esialo. 

The Duchess of Marlborough Is said to have borne the oapense 
of the lawsuits. 
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MXXVIII. [Deane Stvift.] 

Tun Rev. Thomas Sherihan to Swift 

JhUJ is, 1735* 

DK AUMIS ter 1)15 AN,* 

Urit tomo sum time ago an cliam reclito anser it thus. 
A lac a de mi illinc, ducis in it, is notabit fit fora tie an; it 

' Tlio follosving inloiprotalion of iIiIb letter, which is evidently n 
ipjoinder to Swifft tiiifr one {supra, p. i88), is supplied by £>ir Walter 

“Xl'iS.'73S- 

"DBAU MiSTKU DKAN, ,, , . , 

" You writ to mo some time ago, and 1 am ready to answer it thus. 
Alack-a-day, my ill ink. deuce is in it, is not a bit lit fur a Dean t 
it is more fit for a puppy, i'll use it to ’1 ighc. I writ ii Iury pamphlet, 
and Dick Tlghe tore all, every bit. I)i<;k is a beast. _ 1 >«:k is a aernent, 
I say. Dick ts a turd, I say. l)ick is a farter. Di< k is pist, 1 say. Dick 
Is a vixen. Dick is a atunttoring, nasty, fusty, inusty cur, Dick is a 
ranter. Dick is a baboon, I say. .Said f to Dick 1 ighe, nin t you come 
in as a dnnciiig*ma8lor, and dance a bury or a minuet? Dauune if I 
do, said Dick. K - my a said I, you puiipy. You're a sturdy rullian. 
said I. You're a Tory villain, said Dick. You re lit for a uallowH, said 
1 . and vou may die a-danciiiB. You’re a rascally cur, said Dick. Dick 


1 , and you may die a-dancins. You’re a 
Tighe, said 1 , your rngo is a fart to mo. 


' Tantivy, said I, tantivy, 

Hyl fora Dick in a privy.’ 

" 1 made Dick as lame ns a mouse for all ids nnKor. 1 recollect a 
piper, said I, and a trumpeter, and a shoemaker, mu a drummer, ami 
a Mouire, and a lilni.kmiuno in your company, mu} a i cal more making 
a jest o' you, TiKlic. It is all a lie, a damme, said Dick, as sure as 1 
stink. Since you say so, I say no more, 

“ I come here for money. It is apparent i can’t have my May-rent, 
my tenant is lardy. I curse him every day, not a penny can 1 inuc. 1 
am bit. My stomach is a cormorant, ever ready to diuest a meal every 
minute. I eat no lamb, no ram, no clucks. I generally oiit a quail car- 
bounded at supper, and a quail is ns fine a bit ns a rabbit, resterclny 
1 eat a trout at a bit. Devil is In my nppplitc. A crust is my clohght. 
i know you, many dnya ago, eat twenty limes nunc. A .Sunday 1 oat 
of a buck as fat as my—is; on a Monday I eat some po#®! 't 
Wodnesday I oat some pasty i I'osi-day not a bit i a' 1 < riday a bit ol 
bread: a’Saturday, some tripes. . 

“ Lewis is mustering an army, and designs carrying t ns far ns 
Italy, some say Germany. It does alarm ns; devil part oni. ,u any 
nows is fit to write, you may direct to me at Cnvnn in V rginin. My 
service to my daugblor Anne, Ciiptain I’nrry, Doctor 
Ffollioll: and my compliment to my dear mistresses, especimly wormii. 

" I am at your Rovoronco his service for over and over. . 

The persons moniionod in conjunction with his lately married 
daughter were evidently rogavdocf by Sheridan ns his most due 
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is more fit fora puppi. I lusit loti. Irritato rii>am ilet an 
Dlcti toral e ver ibit. Die is abest. Die is a •jcrpenli .se. 
Die is a tiircli se. Die is a fartor. Die is pisii ae. Die is a 
vix GO. Die is as qiii ter in nasli fiisti miisii cur. Die is 
arantur. Die isababonisc. SctI I to Diet! cantu curn in 
as a clans in mas ter an clans ab ori ora minuet. Da me I 
fido .seel Die, Qiiis mi nrs se din puppi. Ure as turcli rufi 
an .seel I. Ure a tori villa in seel Die. Ure fit fora pilua 
seel 1 1 an clume elia elans in. Ure aras call! cur seel Die. 
Dicti .seel I ure regis a farto me. 

Tnnll vi sed I tanli vi 
Hi fom Die in npri vi. 

Ime Die as te ma.s amo use foralia angor. I rccoilecta 
piper, seel I, an clat rumpotur.an tla .sume cur, an acl rumor, 
an das qui re, an ab lac a more in ure cum pani, an eln ele 
al more me ac in a gesto nti. It is nli ad a me ?scd Die, as 
suras Istinc. Sensu cacso I cacno more. 

1 cum here formo ni. Ills apparent 1 cantn ve ml 
maerent, mi tenentis tardl. I cunslm e veri de noln peni 
cani rc.s. I ambit. Mi .stomachls a cor moranle ver re acl 
ito cligestu me ale in a minute. I cat nolam, ndrnm, no dux, 
I general! eat a quale carbone dcclat .super an tla tiualis as 
fine abit as arabit. I es ter tie I cat atro ut at anit. De 
vilis in mi a petite. A crustis mi tic litc, (1 neu Kumcnl- 
cles ago eat tuenti times more.) A.s uncle I eat ofTa bucens 
fatas mi arsis. On nam unde I cat .sum pes. A tu es dc I 
eat apucl In migra num edit. A venis de I eat aum past!. 
Post de notabit. Afrl tie abit ab re ad. A Satnr dc sum 
tripes. 

Luis is mus ter in an arml an de sines enrri in it as far 
as I tall, sum se germani. It do es alarum must; De vcl 
partum. I fani nucs is fito rltu me clirccto me at cava ni 
ylraini a. Miser vice tomi da tor an. Capta In Pn rl, Doctor 
de lanij, Major Foil! ut; an mi complomento mf dcarmis 
tresses, especlali Wrll, 

I amat ure re verens his cervice fore vor an de ver. 


J mm WHO oicw six montiw Inter Icnvinir eleven thaus- 

ir*''i '''' especinl We noit of ilio 

Tories. I'folliott is described by Mrs. Doinny (" Corraanondencp " i 
«4). who <■ dispatched him witll, dancing.--ns'^WoT odd indies 
high, black, awkward, ramping, roaring,--etc. 
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MXXIX. [Deam Swift,} 

Tiij 3 Rkv. Tmomas Sheridan to Swift 
IJeah Sir, 

I RECEIVED your twenty pounds from Lord Lanes- 
borough’fl agent yesterday, and it travels to you from this 

John Donaldson, one of our 
nobi ity.' You will get it. I believe, on Monday. You have 
nothing to say to the two hundred and eighty pounds you 
incntioni I told you, the fine find vent of Drtuti’* 

Ihiio, whi^i I owe the Bishop, cind which will be paid him 
August 26 th. I cleaved off the vent which I owed him for 
your purchase, the other day, or I should have sent your 
poor money, poor n.s I am, before this. Now are you satis¬ 
fied that lam not negligent or giddy? Hut what, in the 
name of God, is the matter with you to delay so long? 
Can I oversee my workmen and a school too? If you will 
not come and ttikc yuur cliarge in hand, I must employ 
.somebody else. Tliere i.s a long walk begun; stones a 
drawing home for an atidltion to my hou.se; the school- 
house repaired at the charge of the county; a gravel walk 
from the market-eruss to my house, at the town’s expen.se; 
iteniyK gravel walk by the river; which will all require your 
attendance. A.s you were; a good and faithful overseer of 
my improvements at Quilen, I am willing to employ you 
rather than another; therefore I expect your answer Im¬ 
mediately,for the .summer Is flying ofiT apace. My Lord 
Orrery writ to me, that he would come from Munster to 
see me soon; if you will but have the prudence to be here, 
you may have a fair opportunity of recommending yourself 
to him, and I shall, perhaps, give you the character of a 
vigilant overseer, if I find you be not altered since you 
were last in my service. 

Now to be serious, I shall send you .some venison .soon, 
You slial! know next Monday when it .sets out, and you 
are to dispose of it thus: to Dr. Helsham, four cuts. Dr, 

* The money wns Mrs. Ridgowny’s annuity {suira, p. 39, n, 3), and 
lie niossengor wns probably the husband of a Mrs. Donaldson, by 
vhom Inc inn in Cnvan wns then kept, 

V p 
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Delany, four, Mrs. Hclsham, one and n-half, Mr.*!. White- 
way, clitto, Lady Acheson, because of her Rood stomach, 
three scruples, Mr. Worrall, a puimd and a qimrtar. I ray 
let them be all wrapped up In clean papier, and .scril to the 
several above-mentioned persons. Dine upon the rest 
with your own company. 

I luive got you a marc, a very easy trotter; .site ishali go 
up with the venison. Whether slic will Iks alsy at your 
city objects, I know not; here she is not in the least. Your 
beat way will be to let your servant ride her. She is 
one of my own rearing, sprung of a good-natured family. 
If you like, she coats you nothing but a low bow when you 
come to Cavan. I have a chaise just finished to the lhj|f|g< 
in Dublin, made by a man «o much in mv debt: it will be 
your beat way to come down in it. I tell you a j>roiect I 
have, which I believe will do. My .scliolars are to club and 
build mo a little library in my garden. Tlie_ lime and 
atones, fi'ceatone, are in my own fields, and building is dog- 
cheap here. 

I beaeecli you let me know liow soon you will be here, 
that all things may be to your heart's desire: such venison, 
such mutton, such small beer, aucli chickens, such builcr, 
such trouts, such pouts, sucli ducks, such beef, siuch fish, 
such eels, such turkeys, such fields, such groves, such lakeii, 
such ladies, such fruit, such potatoes, sucli raspberries, such 
bilberries, and such a boat as Mr. Hamiltonls, were never 
yet seen in any one county yet. Owe for tune a t«c« knee 
me ’um bone gnaw sigh shoe awe knower in't Cave Ann 
eye.‘ 

God Almighty bless you, and send you safe to our 
Elysium. My service to Mrs, Whltcway, and to everybody 
in Dublin, man, woman, and child. I am, with all respect, 
Your moat obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas SinsuinAN. 

* 0 /ortunaios nimiwn hm j/ sua norinl Cavmt\ Cf. Virgil, 
« Georg.,” li, 4s8. 
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MXXX. [Craik}] 


Swift to Lord Orrery 


My LoRn,® 


Jifiy 17 , I73S- 


I AM like a desperate debtor, who keeps out of the way 
ns much as he can, and want of health in my case Is equal 
to want of money or of honesty in the other, I have been 
some months settling my perpiexed alTalra, like a dying 
man, and like the dying man postered with continued In¬ 
terruptions ns well as difficulties. I have now finfshed my 
will in form wherein I have settled my whole fortune in 
the city, in trust for building and maintaining an hospital 
for idiots and lunatic.s, by which I .save the e.xpen.so of a 
chaplain and almost of a physician," so that I now want 
only the circumstance of health to be very idle and a 
constant corre.spondent, but no further than U[Km triilcs. 
As to writing in verse or prose I am a real King, for I 
never had .so many good suhjeefs in my life, and the more 
a King because like all the rest of my rank, e,\;cept King 
George, 1 am .so bad a governor of them lliat I do not 
regard what becomes of them, nor hath any single one 
among them thrived under me these three year.H pasl.^ 

My greatest loss Is that of my viceroy Trifler .Sheridan. 

. . . Our llLshop Rundle is not yet come over, and i believe 
his chaplain i’liillips" is in a reasonable fright lliat hi.s patron 
may fall sooner than any living in the diocese. I suppose 
it is trim-tram betwixt both; for neither of them have 

' AV///YJ, vol, iv, p. 383, n. I, 

\ m!*'® answer to Orrery’s of iho lath. 

Tho application from .Swift for a site for hia hospiud {uiAia, 
p. 130, n. 3} camo affnin before the civic assembly un Uio foltowitiB 
« wlioin it liad been referred rcporled In favour of 

Swift's pipiis and good dispoailion " to their " populous city," and 
the fiBsembly ro»olved ilmt the «iie which Swift hnci tsuRgciiicidi near 
tho luuo Coat Schooli on Oxnnaiuown Ctroonj ahtaild be graniod for 

I ^ peppercorn rent (GUbort'a “ Ancient liocordti of 

Dublin,^ viii, 177). 

* A mcmorandvim made by Swift in one of his books lends lo show 
that about that time his mind was consianlly occupied in devising^ 
verses, and that even at night bis brain was not at reau Sco An^ 
pendixVIIL * 

\ Mnrmaduke Phillips, whom Rundlo (x/z/m, p. 103) had ap*. 
pointed lu8 chaplain. > r # i 1 
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three pennyworth of atnmina. If there be nny incrry com* 
pivny in this town, I nm an niter stmiif'cr to the t>ersons 
and places, except when half a .score conic to sponge on 
me every Sunday evening. Dr. Hcl.sham is ns arrogant ns 
ever, and Dr. Dclany costs two thirtcens lo be viaiictl in 
wet weather, by which I.should beaut of pocket nmcpence 
when I dine with liirn.* . 

ThLs moment, Wednesday, six o'clock cvenmg. July 161 I 1 , 
Mr. Phillips sent me word that he landed with his liishop 
this morning, and hath sent me two volumes of |K>eVry 
just reeking, by one John Hughes, Esq. . . . 1 Imvc ten 
turning over Squire Hughes’s poems and ids puppy 
Usher, one Duncombe'a preface and life of the antmir, rhis 
is all your fault. I nm put out of all patience to the pre* 
sent set of whifflcrs, and their new-fangled mibtcncss, 
Duncombe’a preface is fifty pages upon celcbrJtilug a 
fellow I never once heard of in my life, tlimigh I lived in 
London moat of the time that I)uncomije make* him 
fiourish. Duncombe put a short note in loose pftjw*’ 
make me a present of tlie two volumes, and flcsirecl my 
pardon for putting my name among the subscribers. 1 was 
in a rage when I looked and found my name, bill was a 
little in countenance when I .saw your Lordsldp's ther« 
too. The verses and prose are siicli ns our Dublin ihird-rats 
rhymers might write just the same for nine haura a daj 
till the coming of Antichrist." I wish I could send them it 
you by post for your punishment. 

Pray, my Lord, ns you ride along compute how mud 
the desolation and poverty of tl\e people Imvc inercaw 
since your last travels through your dominions. Althougl 
I fancy we suffer n great deal more twenty miles roimi 
Dublin than in the remoter parts, except your dty 0 
Cork, who are starving-*-! h 6 pe"-by their own vlliainji 
Since you left the town there hath not been one riot elthe 
in the university nor,; among the Kevin Ball,* whi^ 
causeth a great dearth of news, nay, not so much as 


' the faro tb Delvlllo wns two British ShiUlnffs, and Swifl 
dinner cost him one shilling and llveponco. 

’ In letters to Duncombe Pope profbssM At that time real regai 
for Hughes ns a man of “MterUj modesty, and softness of manners 
and in conversation with Boswell Dr. J ohnson commended the " piip) 
publisher” ns n pleasing man (Pope’s "Works,” x, 134). 

* Supra, p. 120, n. I. 
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review, and but two or three bloody murders. , . . I called 
at my Lady Acheson'.s and In came Phillips very hearty 
and has some excellent .storie.s piping hot from London 
which I liave entreated him to send you. His Bishop is 
full of disease, but l:*hillip.H pronounces him the best man 
alive, and he docs not value the chaplainship the thousandth 
part .so much a.s the agreeable manner that it was given. 
This you will agree to be a compliment perfectly new, as 
new as any of my Polite Conversation. I will hold you no 
longer, but remain, my dear Lord, with more expression 
than the remainder of this paper will hold. 

Ever your, etc. 

J. S. 

MXXXI. [Deane Sroift,] 

The Eaki, of Orrery to Swift 

Llmorick,/«(j' i8, 1735. 

Off break to forced and, interrupted I' Alaal alas I Bays 
quoth i'faith simile good a. Paris at Victoire de Place the 
round driving berlin a of noise the like, brains my round 
roll that head my in words of jumble of kind a have I so 
and I sex or person of distinction either without, about 
promiHcuou.sly ears Ids lent nineteenth the but, noisy very 
were which of eighteen, table at day to people nineteen 
were we. Strong get ennnot I when beer small with myself 
contenting ever, muon the with sati.sfied be to learn will I 
but I again sun the see never f»l\all we believe I; summer 
than winter like more much and, indeed weather terrible 
is this 0. Physician a other the, divine a one, doctors two 
the to fashion and invention own my communicate will 
you hope and, English writing of sample new a you offer 
here I, Latin writing of method new a me teach to kind so 
been have you ns but. Honour and achievements of search 
in far thus come am and, Mnnca la from out set am 1 that 
know you let to ia this. You to inconvenient be may 
writing that imagine 1 when it curb always will I, Dean 
Mr. Good, groat so ever be 

you from hear to desire 
My Let. 

* This Idler is to bo read backward from llio conclusion i “ Lot my 
desire to licnr from you bo over so ffreat, good Mr. Doan, I will,” etc. 



CORRESPONDENCE OF 


[173s 


214 


MXXXII. [Deane Swift.] 

Benjamin Motte to Swift 

London, 3 L 1735 * 

Honoured Sir, 

I HAVE not had an opportunity of writing to you other- 
wise than by the post for above a twelvemonth; and 
though in that time I did trouble you with a letter ot two 
relating to Mn Lancelot's business, yet I thought proper 
to mention only what related to that particular, consider¬ 
ing I was then under the hands of the law, whence I was 
not discharged till the last day of the last term,^ I do not 
doubt but you have heard before now, that Mrs. Barber 
was discharged at the same time, I desired, therefore, 
Mrs. Hyde® to deliver this to your own hand, and make 
bold to trouble you with an account of some transactions 
which have happened within these two years, which I have 
long wished for the pleasure of doing by word of niouth, 
in hopes my behaviour would be excused at least, if not 
approved, by you, the assurance whereof I should receive 
with the utmost satisfaction. 

Soon after Mr. Pilkington had received^ the twenty 
guineas you ordered me to pay him,^ the Life and Char¬ 
acter was offered me, though not by his own hands, yet 
by his means, as I was afterward convinced by many cir¬ 
cumstances ; one was, that he corrected the proof sheets 
with his own hand, and as he said he had seen the original 
of that piece, I could not imagine he would have suffered 
your name to be put to it, if it had not been geuuine/* 
When I found, by your advertisement, and the letter you 
were pleased to write to me, that I had been deceived by 
him, I acted afterwards with more reserve, and refused a 
pamphlet about Norton^s will, which he pretended came 
from an eminent hand. It was bought afterward by another 
bookseller, who printed it, and lost money by it.® 

He could not forbear observing my coldness, and applied 
to Mr. Gilliver about the copy of verses for which we were 

' Supra^ p. 59, n. I. 

^ The widow of Swift’s old bookseller {supra^ vol, iv, p. 57). 
vol. iv, p* 362. 

* Supra^ vol. iv, p, 428, n, 3. ^ Snpra^ p. 91, n. 3. 
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all brought into trouble, and, by the way, when once an 
affair was communicated to two persons, it was not in 
the power of anyone, how just and faithful soever, to 
answer for its being kept a secret* It was published three 
months before it was taken notice of, and when the printer 
was taken up, and had named Gilliver as the bookseller, 
and it was reported a warrant was out against Gilliver, 
and he was likely to be apprehended next morning, we 
two had a meeting over night, and I promised to take the 
advice of a gentleman of sense and honour, whose name I 
did not mention to him, and to meet Gilliver early the next 
morning at a certain tavern to consult farther, Accord¬ 
ingly I went to a gentleman in Cork Street,^ and from 
thence to the tavern we had appointed to meet at, where, 
after I had waited above an hour, a message was sent me 
that I need stay no longer, for Mr, Gilliver was gone to 
Westminster, and would not come. I went to see him in 
the messenger's hands; but he was so closely watched by 
a couple of sharp sluts, the messenger’s daughters, that I 
could say nothing to him, but about indifferent matters. 

The consequence was, he was examined, and made a 
confession, like poor Dr, Yalden’s," of all that he knew, and 
more too, naming Mr. Pilkington first and then myself, 
which last, as many people have told me, was unnecessary, 
only, as he before said, he was resolved, if he came into 
trouble, I should have a share of it, though I offered, in 
case he would not name me, that I \vould bear one half of 
his expenses. This confession of his, together with his 
bearing the character of a wealthy man, exposed him to an 
information; but as it was not my business to be indus¬ 
trious in recollecting what passed three months before, I 
could not remember anything that could affect me or any¬ 
body else. I am sorry for the trouble this has caused to 
poor Mrs. Barber. 1 saw her the other day: she was con¬ 
fined to her bed with the gout. She desired, when I wrote, 
that I would present her humble service to you. I would 
be glad to receive your directions what I must do with the 

^ /.£„ Erasmus Lewis {supra^ vol, iii, p. 3 ^^)* , ■ * .i. 

« As Dr. Johnson tells us {‘^Works,” ed. i8i6, 268), at 

of Layer’s Plot, Yalden, as a friend of Atterbury, fell under suspicion 
and only escaped indictment by confessing that he had attended 
Burgess’s meeting-house and that some mysterious notw in his pocket- 
book were “ a me^morial hint ” of (hat famous minister s discourse. 
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two notes I have vmcler Mr. Pilklngton’s hand, of ten 
guineas each. They were allowed by you iti the la.Ht account 
wo settled; but whether you would please they .should be 
destroyed or .sent over to you, 1 am not certain. A.s for the 
state of the account, as I have heard no exceptions to it, I 
hatter myself you find it all right. 

Mr. Faulkner's impression of four volume.s has had its 
run.' I was advised tliat it was in my power to have given 
him and his agents sufficient vexation, by aoplying to the 
law, but that I could not suo him without Vyringing your 
name into a court of justice, which absolutely determined 
me to be passive. I am told he is about printing tliem in 
an edition in twelves, in which case 1 humbly hope you will 
please to lay your commands upon him, which, if he has 
any sense of gratitude, must have the .same power as an 
injunction in Chancery, to forbear sending them over here. 
If you think this request to be reasonable, 1 know you will 
comply with it: if not, 1 submit. As we once had a meet¬ 
ing upon this affair, and he may possibly have misrepre¬ 
sented the offers he then made me, I beg leave to assure you 
that his proposal was, that I should liave paid him a larger 
price for the book than I could have had it printed for 
here in England; and surely I had the same right wf 
printing them here, as he had in Ireland, especially having 
bought and paid for them. If he made any other offer, 1 
declare I misunderstood him, and I am sure, if I had com¬ 
plied with those terms, I should have been a laughing¬ 
stock to the whole trade. 

Mr. Pope has published a second volume of his poeticnl 
works, of which, I suppose, he has made you a present. 1 
am surprised to see he owns so little In the four volumeH, 
and speaks of these few things as inconsiderable.’ 1 am n 

' Seo Appondlx V. 

” In tho profneo, which is dated January 1, i73,i«s, to the acconil 
, volume of his "Works,” Pope says: "Whalover besides 1 hav« 
written, or joined in writing witli Dr. Swift, Dr, Arhutlinot, or Mr, 
Gay ... aro to bo found In tho four voluntas of Miscollanics by ua 
publlaliod. 1 think them too inconsidorablo to be sopnrated unit 
reprinted licro i novorlheloss, tlint none of my faults may be iinpuictl 
to another, J must own that of tho prose part, the Thoughts on 
Various Subjects at tho end of tho second volume, were wholly 
mine, and of tho versos, tho Happy Life of a Country Parson, i 1 i« 
Alley in imitation of Sponsor, tho cliaractors of Macor, Arlimesin nntl 
Phrync, tho verses to Mrs.M-H—-ou her Ulrth-doy, and a few epi¬ 

grams. It will bo but justice to mo to believe that nothing more is mine.” 
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stranger to what part of tho copy money he rcceivccl, but 
vou \vho know better, area competent judge whether he 
deaeiwod I always thought the Avt of bmkmg wan 1 \in 
though he there disowns it. Curll's edition Letters to 
and h-om Mr. l»ope, I suppose you have seen.’ I I'^y were 
taken notice of in the House of Lords, and Curll w,is 
ruffled for them in a manner as to a man of less impudence 
than his own would have been very uneasy. It has pro- 
voiced Mr. Pope to promise the world a genuine edition, 
with many additions. It la plain the i^aacal has no know¬ 
ledge of those letters of yours that kwin of Cambridge 
has/ l^cw as they are, ho would tack some trash to them, 
and make a five or six shilling book of them. Ihc 1 
Letters liave been well received, so I chose to •'cnd thcin, 
beside that, they make a convenient cover for this letter. 

Mr. Tooke, who desires me to present his most luunblu 
•service to yon," acquainted me some time ugo^ of your in¬ 
tention to erect an hospital for lunatics and iihols. 1 am 
glad to find, by the newspapers, that so noble a design 
proceeds; for beside the general benefit to mankind that is 
obvious to everybody, I am persuaded there will be a parti¬ 
cular one arise by your example: namely, that you win lay 
down a scheme, which will be a pattern for future founders 
of public hospitals, to prevent many of the vile abuses 
which, in process of time, do creep into those finmdalioiis, 
by the indolence, ignorance, or knavery of the triistecs. I 
have seen so many scaiidatous instances of misapplica¬ 
tions of that kind, as have raised my indigiinl on so, that I 
can hardly think upon it with temper; and 1 heartily con¬ 
gratulate you that a heart to bestow is j'oincd m you wltn 
a head to contrive; and tlierefore, without any mercenary 
views, at the same time not declining any instanco of your 
favour, I would beg leave to say, that as while your 
thoughts arc employed in this generous underlakiug, you 
must necessarily consider it in the light I have placed It 

' Molte was ovidenlly afraid lo refer explicilly ui ihe infornmllon 
which Swifl hud formerly given him (.r///m, vol. iv, 11. 367). 

Supra, n. 186, n. i. yol. iv, p. 383 

♦ Tlio work was probably Owll'a imnslanoii from the 1 ' rench of 
Monlosquiou, which had boon publiahed, however, live years before 

Motto refers is uncertain. Swift’s old friend, Ben Tooke, 
has not boon mentioned for many years, and can hardly have been 
still nlivc. 
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In, so if you would please to communicate these thoughts 
to the public, you might possibly give useful hints to per¬ 
sona of fortune and beneficent hUentions, though of inferior 
abilities, I heartily wish you success in this and all other 
your undertakings; being, with grateful respect, Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient humble servant, 

B. MOT'fE. 

Upon second thoughts I have enclosed Mr. I'ilkington's 
two notes; for I do not sec how they can possibly be of 
any service to you on this side the water. 


MXXXin. [vW/.] 

Swift to the Rev. John Towers 

[Aupix/, I 73 S 0 

Sir,’ 

I CANNOT imagine what business it is that .so entirely 
employs you. I am sure it is not to gain money, but to 
spend it; perhaps it is to new cast and contrive your house 
and garclcivs at four hundred [loimds more expense. I am 
«f)rry it should cost you twopence to have an account of 
my health, which is not wortii a penny, yet I struggle, and 
ride, and walk, and am temperate, and drink wine on pur¬ 
pose to delay, or make abortive, those schemes proposed 
ibr a successor; and if I wore well, I would counterfeit 
myself sick, as Tobie Matthew, Archbishop of York, used 
to do when all the Bishops were gaping to succeed him.’ 
It is one good sign that glddincsB is peculiar to youth, and 
I find I grow giddier as I grow older, and therefore, con¬ 
sequently I grow younger. If you will remove six miles 
nearer, 1 shall bo content to come and sponge upon you as 
poor as you are, for I cannot venture to be half a day’s 
journey (rom Dublin, because there Is no sufficient medium 
of flesh between my skin and my bones, particularly in the 
parts that He upon the saddle, Therefore, be pleased to 
send me three dozen ounces of flesh before I attempt such 

* The recipient has been already monlloncd ns .Swift's host at 
Powerscourt (supta, vol. iv, pp. 357, a{8). 

“ Rumours of the death of Queen Eliznbetli's favourite wore current 
for twenty years before ho made room for his successor. 
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mi adventure, or get me a six mile inn between this town 
and your house. Tlic Cathedral organ and backside are 
painting and mending, by which I have saved a sermon; 
and as the rogues of workmen go on, I may save another. 

Mow, a wonder, came young Acheson to be among you? 

1 believe ncitlier his father nor mother know anything of 
him; his mother is at Grange with Mrs. Acheson, her 
mother, and, I hear, is very ill of her asthma and other dis- 
order.H, got by cards, and laxlneas, and keeping ill hours. 
Ten thousand sackfuls of such knights and such sons are, 
in my mind, neither worth rearing nor preserving. I count 
upon it that the boy is good for nothing.' I am. Sir, with 

great tiuth, obedient, humble .servant, 

Jon. Swift, 

Addrmed^'Vo the llev. Mr. John Towers, Prebendary of 
St. Patrick's, at Power-scourt, near Bray. 


MXXXIV. [De<t»& Swift,} 


Thk Ri5v. Tiiom/vs Sheridan to Swift 


Augiat 13, ! 73 S* 

Dear Sir, . . . , 

Because of .some dropping young lads coming to me, 
and because it was impossible for me to get any money 
before the 33d of this month, I could not fix my vacation. 
Now I do. On Saturday sennight, the 23 d, 1 set out for 
Mublin to bring you home, and so, without tfs, ancls, and 
ora, get readj' licfore our fields be stripped of all their 
gaiety. I thank God, 1 liave every good thing in p enty 
but money, and that, as sifliiirs arc likely to go, will not 
be my complaint a month longer. Belturbet pur will make 
me an Emperor. I have all this town, and .six men of rnv 
own, at work at this juncture, to make you a winter-walk 
by the river aide. 1 have raised mountains of gravel, and 


‘ Tho roforcnco is to Sir Artluir Acheson's oldest son, who was 
crcftled Viscount Gosford. He was then n youth of "ovon won, nnd 1 nd 
urobftbly lo rend with Towers, who was ni the Imbil of coaclunj» 
youC men. Anecdotes of Swift told by him will bo found w Aiipen- 
dix 1a. Sir Arthur was then In London, and suspected by Swift of 
BGokinfj favour from the Whigs. 
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diverted the river's course for that end; regis opus, you 
wiii wonder and be deiigirted when you see it. Your works 
nt Quiica are to be ns much inferior to ours here, as a .sugar- 
loaf to an Egyptian pyramid. 

VVe Imd a county of Armagli rogue, one Mackay, liangcd 
yesterday: Grifllith, the player, never made so merry an 
c-xit.'^ He invited hi.s audience tlte night before, with a 
promise of giving them .such a .spceclt from the gnilows ns 
they never Ireard; and indeed he made his word.s good, for 
no man was ever merrier at a christening than lie was upon 
the ladder. When he mounted to his [iropcr lieight, lie 
turned his face to each .side of the gallows, and said, In 
cheerful manner, " Ha, my friend, am I come to you at 
laatl" Then turning to the people," Gentlemen, you need 
not stand so thick, for the farthest .sliall hear me as easily 
n.s the nearest." Upon thi.s a fellow interrupted him, and 
asked him, did he know anything of a gray mare which 
was stolen from him. “ VVliy, wliat if 1 HhouUi, would you 
pay for a mn.s8 for my soul?" "Ay, by G—," .said the 
fellow, "will I pay for aeven." "Why then," .said the 
criminal, iaugliing, " I know nothing of your mare." After 
this he entertained tlte company with two liuur.s history of 
hia villainies, in a loud unconcerned voice, At last Ite coil” 
eluded witli his humble service to one of tlic inhabitants of 
our town, desiring that he might give him a night's lodg¬ 
ing, which was all ho would trouble liim for. He was not 
the least touched by any liquor, but soberly and intrepidly 
desired the hangman to do his office, and at last went off 
with a joke. Match me this with any of your Englishmen, 
if you can.’ 

* Thomas GrifTilh was a prominent actor on Urn Dublin einaein the 
early part of the oiglueonth century. U was by him that fifteen years 
provioualy the prologue written by Swift for die play acted on belmlf 
of the distressed weavers was recited (" Poetical Works," 1 ,133), and 
during its famous run the " Beggar’s Opera" was more limn once per¬ 
formed for bis benefit. “ Last night," says the " Dublin itilolligcnce" 
of 3 Docombor lyaS, "for Uib benefit of Mr. Griffith, the 'Beggar’s 
Opera* was the thirty-eighth time acted hero before the largest and 

that over npponrod nt Hint diverting enteriainmeni. 
Mr. Grillith spoke a pleasing prologue on the mnsterly improvements 
of llio Juigli^i poets, out more partTculnrly on the colebralod perform¬ 
ance of Mr. Gay." 

* A long account of the circumsiancea attending the execution of 
this criminal appeared In the newspapers of the day. See Appen¬ 
dix X. 
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I imve no more news from Cavan, but Hint you have all 

'""t J and v.,y 


MXXXV. \Pnulkmr.’\ 

SWU'T TO Ahcuuishov Rolton 

Dublin, Aujfiisl 14 . «735- 

Tnp^ea^rMr. Faulkner, our fammis priulcr, ^oes in 
an iSur to scc Kilkenny and Casliel, to K*‘ther u|. lus 
country debts. Ten to one your (trace may owe bun a 
fiovpn ^hlllintrs. and your town coffee-house, if yon have 
nfi ten hiorc llJt his pretences to me fn^rllln^are 
the’honour of belnc admitted to your Grace by a Hi c in 
mv hand. I am not in fear of his shaming me ns others 
So cU«l l»w.vcr, I would not Imvo you Icuva your 
manuscripts scattered about your room, for he wonUl be 
terribly tempted to beg them, and return them Imck next 
winter^in four volumes, as he nerved me, although I ''^yer 
let him touch or see one. He has the name of an 
man, and hath good sense and liehuviour. 1 have ordered 
him to mark narrowly whatever you are doing,as 
an architect, a country gentleman, a politician, and an Im- 
Sover,' and to bring me a faithful account when he 
returns, but chiefly about your health, and 
you make use of to increase or nrcserve it. Hut c is n 
haste to be gone, and 1 am forced to conclude. I am. with 

the greatest respect, my Lord, . ,, , 

Your Grace's most obedient luimble a^rvant, 

j, swirn*. 

» Sufirat p. I73i '• 
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MXXXVI. {Faulkmr,} 

Swift to Loud Howtii 

Dublin,1735. 

My Loiu), 

Till? bearer, Mr. Faulkner, came lu me jnst an hour 
before he was taking a Journey to Kilkenny and Cashel, 
and desired I would write by him to your l^ordship and 
the Archbishop, only to let your Lordship know, that he 
i-s an honest man, and the chief printer, and that 1 know 
him, and treat him with indulgence, because I cannot help 
it; for, although he printed what t never would have done, 
yet he got the consent of my friends, and .so I .shall get 
nothing by being angry with him, 11c hupcs. ns a citizen, 
to bo admitted to your Lords and Ladic.s in the cminiry, 
and I am contented you sludl make him welcome; but 
take care you put no maniuscripts in hi.s hand.s, otherwise, 
perhaps, there will be tl\c works of the Right lion, etc., 
and of my Lady and the giant,' neatly buiUKi next winter. 
My Lady Acheson has not been well since .she left the 
town, but her mother is almost perfectly cured, except the 
loss of her eye. I owe my Lady Howth a letter, I believe. 
I desire my mo.st humble .service to her and the giant. 1 
have time to .say no more, but tiuit 1 am, 

Your Lordship's moat obedient .servant, 

Jon. Swift. 


MXXXVII. {Original*} 

Swift to the Earl of Oxford 

,, ^ Dublin, a, 1715. 

My Lord, 

I RECEIVED the honour of your Lordship's letter from 
the hands of Mr. Jebb," who la gone to Ida Church living 
in a remote northerly part of this kingdom, yet worth four 
hundred and fifty pounds per annum, which will maintain 
him as well as twice the value in England. He told me he 

' Supra^ p. 20a, n, 3. 

" In the poa.sc8sion of ihe Duke of Porllontl. Subm. vol. ii, n. Jto. 
n. 2. T > • I • 

’ Suiimf p. 195. 
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had got a wife, with a fortune that will here be consider¬ 
able, but I think she is still in England, and he intends to 
go fetch her. 

As to my health, my Lord, it is of very little consequence 
at my time of life, neither dare I venture a journey to Eng¬ 
land. I have here a large convenient house, I can afford 
to keep three horses, and ride a dozen miles two or three 
times a week, but dare not go further for fear of that 
vertigo which always pursues me more or less; and I can¬ 
not now bear the common hardships of travelling, nor live 
in a clear scurvy London lodging, nor afford to keep three 
horses and two servants there, nor give my evening friends 
a bottle of wine, nor have any friends to give it to. The 
miseries of this country have sunk my little revenue three 
hundred pounds a year; yet with good management I still 
make a shift to keep up, and am not poor, nor even money¬ 
less. I converse with three or four men of worth, but I do 


not stoop so low as to be visited by Irish Lords or Bishops 
I dine often like a King, by myself; my chicken and pint 
of French wine is ray dinner, and costs me eighteen pence, 
yet I spend six hogsheads every year, which some of my 
Prebendaries and a few other cheerful clergymen, and two 
three honest, learned or ingenious laymen sponge from 
me at noon or evening. I often ride out in fair weather, 
with one of my servants laden with a joint of meat and 
bottle of wine, and town bread, which attend^me to some 
rural parson five or six miles round this town.* 

And thu.s I patch up life, and will not desire your Lord¬ 
ship’s pardon, as you do mine for telling me of your 
domestic affairs, wherein I have a very good title to be in¬ 
formed, on account of the constant favours I have received 
from my Lord your father as well as yourself and my Lady 
Oxford. I had always the greatest esteem for my Lady 
Kinnoull, and yet mingled with the greatest commisera¬ 
tion, because I never was so deceived in any man as m her 
Lord, whom I exceedingly loved in the Queen s tune. But 
without offence to your Lordship, my opinion of him for 
several years past hath been wholly changed. I hope my 
Lord Dupplin will have it in his power and his resolution to 
comfort his mother. I can tell >'epo''t that ^y Lady 

Duchess was safely brought to bed of a daughter. The 


Supra^ pr io8, n. 2 
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Autlllor t think was always of a weak constitution, but he 
is very happy in a son. anti his grantlchiUlren. Does ytnit 
I.ardship iiear that Mr, Thomas Mnrley kee|)s his former 
cheerfulness? We olti bachelors are used to f(row peevish 
in solitude, The nccuunt you j^ive of the Duke of Leeds 
pleaseth me extremely, and upon the whole I believe there 
are not three familicH in England so generally blessed from 
Heaven as your I*<»rdshiiV»’ mtr more deservedly, I pray 
God coutiinie those btessingN both here and hereafter. 

This letter will be given you by l*'aulkner the printer, 
who never sees me without overflowings of gratitude for 
your lairdship's great condescciisiou and favour.s 10 him. 1 
WHS indeed a little angry, but more grieved, to see four 
volumes called my Worlks printed at all in Ireland; but ns 
the man assured my friends, and as it was generally known 
that some hedge printer would have done the like, and mix 
them with other people's trash, my friends advised him to 
it. and he submitted to all their corrections, and to leave oat 
what they thought proper, for I could not hinder him. 
But 1 am ashamed of your House of Lords, wh«* could not, or 
perhaps would not, punish such a profligate villain as Curll,' 
who hath murdered so many poets for thirty years past. 
Neither was it wise in your Lords' House to provoke a per¬ 
son of M r. Pope's genius, if he had a mind to be .satirical, and, 
in his heart, I believe he is as little fond of the age ns your 
Lordship or myself. 1 desire to present luy most humble 
service to my Lady Oxford | I carry in my pockets the pre¬ 
sents her Ladyship made me, and which at least arc worth 
a hundred pounds, all given in absence, which circum¬ 
stance from such a lady makes them worth at least an 
hundred times more. Your Lordship must rdsu present my 
most humble service to the Duke of Leeds and tne Duchess 
of Portland. I saw and knew tlie Duke of Leeds at Oxford 
nine years ago, and ho was then allowed to be n very hope¬ 
ful lad, rather than youth.* Pray God preserve your I,.ord- 
ship, and all your family, kindred, and allies. I am, with 
the truest respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most Pbedient and moat obliged bumble 
servant, 

JoNATM, Swift. 

‘ Supra, p. 186, n. i. 

’ The Duke did not matriculate until 173!. Possibly Swift confuses 
him lioie with Ins cousin Lord Dupplin. 
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MXXXVin. [rMm^Poole}'\ 

Swift to John Barbkr 

S^tmier 3, j 735. 

SIK, 

Tiiii bearer, Mr. Faulkner, tells me, he has the honour 
to be known to you, and that I have credit enough to pre¬ 
vail on you to do him all the good oflicea that lie in your 
way. I preauino he goes about some alTaina that relate to 
his own calling, which would be of little value to him here, 
if he were not the printer most in vogue, and a great 
undertaker, perhaps too great a one, wherein you are able 
to be the beat adviser, provided he be not too sanguine, by 
rcjirescnting tilings better than he probably may find them 
in this wretched, beggarly, enslaved country. 

To my great grief, my disorder is of .such a nature, and 
so constantly threatening, that I dare not ride so far as to 
be a night from [homuj. And yet when the weather is 
fair, 1 seldom fail to ride ten or a dozen miles. Mr. I-'anlk- 
ner will be able to give you a true journal of my life, tliat 
I generally dine at home and alone, and have not two 
houses in this great kingdom, where I can get a bit of 
meat twice a year; that I very seliloin go to church for 
fear of being seized with a fit of giddiness in tlie midst 
of the service. I licar you have likewise some ailuientH 
to struggle with, yet I am a great deal leaner tlian you; 
but I have one atlvantago, that wine is good for me, and I 
drinic a bottie to my own .share every day, to bring some 
heat Into my .stomach. 

Dear Mr. Alderman, what a number of dear and great 
friends liave wc buried, or seen driven to exile since we 
came acquainted. I did not know, till .six months after, 
that my best friend, my Lady Masham, was gone.’ I would 
be glad to know whether her son be good for anything, 
because I much doubted when I saw him last." lell me, 


H " Swift's Loiters nnd J ournnls," p, 33.1. 

SwffTi’fl^refcrring to his Inst visits to England. Lord Mnslmm’s 


surviving son nnd successor, whoso birtli nnd clirislening nro recorded 
in the joiirnnl to Stclln, wna then onW n youth of fifteen. Ho was sub¬ 
sequently nttftchcd to the Courts of George II nnd HI. 

V Q 













aa6 CORRESPONDENCE OF [1735 | 

do you mnke constant use of exercise? It is all I have to 
trust to, though not in regard to lilc hut to health. 1 know 
nothing wherein years make so great u change as in the 
difibrence of matter in cunver.salion and writing. My 
thoughts arc whtdly taken ug in considering the best man¬ 
ner I ought to die in, and Intw to dispose my {Kior fortune for 
the best public charity; but in conversation I trifle more and 
more every day, and 1 would not give threepence for all I 
read, or write, or think, in tlie compass of Ji year. 

VVcll, God bless you, atul preserve your life avul health as 
lung as you can reasonably desire. I take my age with leas 
mortification, because, if I were younger, 1 slioultl probably 
outlive the liberty of England, which, without some unex¬ 
pected assistance from I leaven, many thuusaiul now alive 
will see governed by an absolute inonureh. loirewell, dear 
Sir, and believe me to be, with true esteem, 

Your most obedient humblo servant. 


MXXXIX. {Elwiu.\ 

Swift to Alkxanuku Pofk 

173S" 

This letter will be delivered to you by Fnidkncr_ the 
printer, who goes over on hia private afhdrs. This Is an 
answer to yours of two month.s ago, wlilch complains of 
that profligate follow Curll,* I heartily vvisli you were what 
they call disaffected, as I am. I may .any as David did, I I 
have sinned greatly, but what have these sheep done? Yovt | 
have given no offence to the Minkstry, nor to the Lords, 
nor Commons, nor Queen, nor the next in power; for you 1 
are a man of virtue, and therolbre must abhor vice and all I 
corruption, although your discretion holds the rclna. You ] 
need not fear any consequence in the commerce that has il 
so long passed between us; althouglt I ricver destroyed ] 
one of your letters.* But my executors are men of honour i 

’ Tlio fact that Pope's leitor is no longer in existence is probably !! 
to bo nccoiinlotl for by its contents, of the nature of which nn intllcn- | 
(ion is hero given. 

" It may be nsaiimod that Pope had started in his letter the torluons t 
efforts wtiich rcsullod in his securing possossion of Ids correspondence | 
with Swift. 
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ftncl virtue, wlw hav« strict orders in my will to burn every 
letter left behind me. Ncitimr did our letters contain any 
turn.H of wit, or fancy, or politics, or satire, but mere inno¬ 
cent friendship j yet I am loath that any letters, from you 
and a very few other friends, should die before me. t 
believ(5 we neither of lus ever leaned our head upon our left 
hand to study what wc should write next, yet we have 
held a constant intercourse from your youth and my middle 
age, and from your middle age it must be continued till my 
death, wliich my bad state of health makes me expect 
every month. I have the ambition, and it is very earnest 
as well as in haste, to have one lipistle inscribed to me 
while I am alive, and you just in the time when wit and 
wisdom are in the height; I must once more repeat 
Cicero’s desire to a friemi: onm me. 

A month ago svere sunt me over Ijy a friend of mine, the 
Works of John Hughes, K.sq.j' they arc in verse and prose. 
I never heard of the man in my life, yet I find your name 
as a subscriber loo. He I.m too grave a poet for me, and I 
think among the tmliomdus in pro.se as well as ver.se. I 
have tlie honour to know ]:)r. Rundle. He is indeed worth 
all the rest you ever .sent us, but that Is saying nothing, 
for he answers your character. I have dined thrice in his 
comiiiiny. Me brought over a worthy clergyman of this 
kingdom as his chaplain, which was a very wise and 
popular action.* Mis only fault Is that he drinks no wine, 
and I drink nothing else. This kingdom is now absolutely 
starving, by the means of every oppre.ssion that can be 
inllictcd on mankind. Shall I not visit for these things, 
salth the I.ord. You advi.su me right, not to trouble myself 
about the world; but, apprcs.sion torture.s me,and I cannot 
live without meat and drink, nor get either without money, 
and money i.s not to be had, except they will make me a 
bishop, or a judge, or a colonel, or a commissioner of the 
revenues. Adieu. 


' Su/ira, p. 3ia. 


* Sup’at p. 211. 
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MXL, [Onginal'] 

Lady Elizameth Geumain to Swu-t 

Seji/emd^r 1735. 

If yovi are not angry with me far my long silence, I take it 
ill, and need make no excuse;’ and if you arc angry, then 
I would not willingly make you sorry too, which I know 
you will be, when I tell you, that 1 was laid no at Knole 
with a severe fit of the gout. And since that infallible cure 
for all diseases, that all great fools and talkeni wish us joy 
of, I have never been quite well, but have had continually 
some disorder or other upon me, which made my head and 
.spirits unfit for writing, or indeed doing anything 1 should, 
and still am so much out of order, that I am under great 
apprehensions I shall not be able to go, next week, iinrt of 
the journey to Ireland with their Graces,” which is also part 
of the road to Drayton, where I intend to stay till Novem- 
lier, in hopes that summer deferred its coming till I was 
there; for I am sure, hitherto, we have had little but winter 

weather, . 

I am very glad matters are settled between hia Grace of 
Dorset and you; and I dare answer, as you are lioth right 
thinkers, and of course upright actor.s, there wants hut 
small explanation between you; since I, that am the go* 
between, can easily find out, that he has ns sincere a value 
for you, as you have for him. I do assure you I am ex* 
tremely delighted, that since Lady Suffolk would take a 
master, commonly called a husband, slie chose my brother 
George; for if I am not partial to him, which indeed I do 
not know that I am, his sincere value, love, and esteem 
for her, must make him a good one. We are now full of 
expectation of his Royal I-Iighncss’s wedding.* She has 
jewels bought for her, and clothes bespoke; and a gallery 

' In die Briilsh Museum. See Preface. 

’ This ietior is evidenlly a reply lo one which .Swifl had wrillen 
soon after receiving Lady Dotty’s letter in July (mfirn, p. 204). 

” The Duke and Duchess of Dorset landed for the third time in 
Ireland on the 23rd of that montli. 

* Tho wedding to which Lady Betty alludes was tlinl of George 111 * 
parents, Frederick Prince of Wales and Augusta, daughter of Frederick, 
Duke of Saxe Gotha. It did not take place, however, until the follow¬ 
ing April. 
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of communication is making between his apartment and 
St, Jamess; but as I do not love to pry into mysteries of 
State, I do not at all know when the lady will come oven 
Your friend Mrs, Floyd is grown fat and well, under the 
Duchess of Dorset’s care and direction at Knole; and my 
saucy niece is gone for a few days, and I verily believe as 
few as she can decently help, to her father’s.' 

Our friend Curll has again reprinted what he called our 
letters, as a proper third part of Mr. Pope’s. He should 
have made those bitter silly verses on me to have been his 
too, instead of Sir William Trumbull’s, whom they just as 
much belonged to; ® but you patriots are so afraid of sup¬ 
pressing the press, that everybody must suffer under that, 
and, the lies of the newspapers, without hopes of redress, 
Adieu, my dear Dean. 


MXLI. \Orrery Papers^'\ 

The Earl of Orrery to Swift 

Ballynort^ September 1735. 

Dear Sir, 

The happy Israelites had not more joy when they 
escaped from Pharaoh and his hosts, than I have on my 
arrival from Kerry.* To come from thence with whole 

' Her father was at that time opposing her marriage to Lord Vere 
Beauclerk, who had proposed for her nearly two years before {supra^ 
vol. iv, p, 427), and had proved inexorable in spite of the united efforts 
of the Countess of Suffolk and Lady Betty. The question seems to 
have been whether he or her aunt was to find the fortune, “There 
was no moving the old villain, lie would not hear of it, but I am pretty 
confident that is only to save his money (Mrs. Stopford-Sackville’s 
MSS,, 1,158). 

“ These ambiguous words suggest the possibility of Swift having 
been the author. See Appendix XL 

® Supra^ p. 206, n. I. 

Orrery, who was then staying near the town of Limerick, had 
spent the month of August in exploring the county of Kerry. Its 
beauties seem to have been quite lost upon him. The sagacity of his 
dog in remaining in Cork while his master kept company “with the 
Yahoos of Kerry/' and allusions to his misfortune in having “to hear 
nonsense and view the untamed Irish of that part of the world,” are 
the main topics in a letter written by him while there (“ Orrery Papers,' 

h 134)- 
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limbs ia nit escape little less mbaculous thmi that of the 
loan’s who rode over Rochester HridKe the dark, when 
only a sinfilc nlanU m\^ Intel over u broken part ot it. luu 
Ihdy Veil iTiG 1 inay coitjjrntulnto you alno, upon hUUu^ your 
lujr^c while the humane school mmtvx wan Hltootmg at 

larks and niminf' at your life.' My dog 
ask yon if it is not hard that bad men .should be ca led 
beasts and dugs, when there are no instances to equal their 
Inhumanity among the whole brute generation. 

1 hope Sheridan has been with you; his letter says he 
intends to be at Dublin this month. His Rcycrencc seems 
much pleased with my new method of icacVnng dunces. 1 
sent you a sample of it,* but was not hononred with your 
approbation, which mortified me extremely; because under 
your sanction 1 would have ventured to compose a grammar 

if I 

1 have stolen a moment’s time from rent-rolls anti parch¬ 
ments to write to you, only to assure you dial 1 tejoicc at 
all Instances where Providence protects you. May you live 
till good men wish you dead or I offend you. 

' " On Monday die ajih Anuiisl,” says ilio " 

9 Sopiomber, "tho Reverend IJr. .Swift, Dean of .‘a. 1 
young gonllomnni his r< 5 ilnlion» went to rule on tho Hiruntl, 
said Dean often <ioe« for his health. As they were got near the Warren 
House, two persona stood on the sen side with gims, just ready' 
to shoot at some sea-larks i the Dean advancing firai, as lie pss*®” h/ 
the said man, perceiving their guns charged, and ilie owners goinK la 
shoot, said thus: ‘Gentlemen, my life and limbs am V" ''® 

dmn any bird you can kill here; lliorefore 1 desire you will not sliooi, 
at least for one minute, till I and my comppion are out of danger by 
the starling of tho horses.' Notwithstanding this request die Dean 
was not gone ton yards before ono of thorn discharged lim gun, at 
which the horses were so afrrloluod, that they narrowly finlcd to catt 
both him and his friend. Tho Doan’s servant told his master that the 
neraon who made tho shot was ono Butler, a clergyman who keeps ft 
school in Dick Street, near Great Butler Une." 

’ p. 3I3i 
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MXLIl. {Sheruiaull 

Swift t(,» tiik Rev. Thomas Sheridan 

September 12 , 1735 . 

Here is R very injjoiious observation upon the clays of the 
week, and in rhyme, worth your observation, and very 
projicr for tlie Information of boys and girls, that they may 
not forget to reckon them: 

.Snntliiy'« a pun day, 

Moutlay's a dim <Iay, 

Tuesday'» a news day, 

Wednesday'» a fiicnd’s day, 

Tlimsdny 'm a cursed day, 

Kriilay’s a dry day, 

Saliuday’s llic laltcvday. 

I intend something of equnl use upon the months; as 
January, women vary. 1 -shall likcwi.se in due time make 
some (tbscrvalion vuion each year as it passes. So for the 
pre.sent year: 

One tlnnnmad ticvan lumdred and ihirty-fivo, 

Wlmn only lUc il—’ and I)-— [is will thrive. 

And for the iu:.v;t. 

One thimsand ncvcd hmulrad and iliirly-aix, 

When the d - will carry the I*-pa to Siyx. 


One thtnwaml woven lumdred iind thirly-sevcn. 

When the Whias tiro «i* blind they mistake holt for hcav n. 

I will carry tltcae prcdiclion.s no farther than to .the year 
2001 , when the learned think the world will be at an end, 
or the fine-all cat-a-strow-fec.' 

The last is the period, two thtmaiind and one, 

When m— and b— to hell all are gone. 

When that time comes, pray remember the discovery came 

is*now time I Hhould begin my 
safe to Cavan, and have got no cold In those two terrib 

' Final catastrophe. 
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days.' All your friends are well, and I as I used to be. 1 
received yours. My humble service to your lady, and love 
to your ciuldrcn. I 3Ut>i.)a.se you have all the news sent to 
you. I hear of no marriages going on. One Dean Crosse, 
an eminent divine, we hear la to be Bishop of Cork." Stay 
till I ask a servant, what Patrick's bcll.s ring for so late at 
niglU;~““ You fellow, is it for joy or sorrow?" I believe it 
some of our royal birthdays. Oh I they tell me, it is for joy 
a new master is chosen for the corporation of butchers. So 
farewcil. 


MXLIIl. {DmHe Swift.'] 

Lord BATUUHaT to Swipt 

CiroiitCHlor, Hfpkmber 13, tyJS- 

Dear Dean,* 

Thouoh you never answer any of my lettcns, and I can 
never have a Hue from you, except in Parliament-time 
about an Irish cause, I do insist that without delay you 
give me cither by younsclf or agents immediate satisfaction 
fn tltcse points. First, whether that article which I read in 
the news about one Butler, a shooting parson, be true or 
not;' socondiy, whether lie has yet begged pardon, and 

I Sheridan had evidently vUitod Dublin since Ite last wrote w 
Swift («//«», p. ai9). ,, . , 

“ There has been already reference to the eminent divtnc who was 
thought likely to succeed to the see of Cork, which was then vacinit 
through the death of Swift’s old friend Peter Wrowno ni, 

p. 55, n. 0). He was not calculated to bo a pernmn to hwift, as 
Itc enjoyed preferment of wliich a Tory had been deprived “ by the 
virulence of party rage," and Imd proved himself, ns I’rimaie itoultor 
says, "ft hearty linglishman" (Mant, op, f/A, il, 63B), According 
to Ml'S. Pllkington (" Memoirs," Ui, 73)1 he was cross In leinjierainoni 
as well fts in name, and once when preaching in n Dublin cluirch, on 
ills manuscript being blown from the pulpit and liopeloasly tils- 
arranged, concluded his discourse by consigning the conKrcKnlion to 
the everlasting flames. In his verses on RundloP' Poetical Works, 11, 
363) .Swift rolors to Grosso ns a candidate for ilio see of Derry: 

" Dear Baldwin chaste, and willy Crosse, 

How sorely 1 lament your loss." 

» Allliougli from tlie opouing lines one might suppose oilierwiso, it 
is probable tliat Balluirst had not written to Swift for more than two 
years {s»pm, vol. iv, p. 410). If a letter had rcachotl him, Swift would 
certainly have preserved it. 

‘ Supra^ P- 3301 «> •• 
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ted upon oath that it was without design, and by 
lent that the gun went off. In case the fact be true, 
that he has not yet made any sufficient or reasonable 
ise, I require of you that you do immediately get some 
painter to draw his picture, and send it over to me. and 
U order a great number of prints to be made of it, winch 
1 be dispersed over all parts of the known world, that 
I a worthless rascal may not go anywhere without 

make no doubt of his being immediately drove out of 
and—such a brutal attempt upon the D^apier cannot be 
ne there; and he would not venture into England when 
le prints of his person are sent about, for he would cei- 
ily be knocked on the head in the first village he parses 
5Ugh. Perhaps he may think to skulk in Holland, the 
in^n refuge of all scoundrels; but he would soon find 
, that Doctor Swuft, for so they J" 

;reat esteem there, for his learning and Political wr tings^ 
France he would meet vyith worse reception , 
elished there, and many of his tracts, though spoiled by 
nslltion are ^et more admired than what is writ by any 
on^ihemselves. Should he go into Sfiain, he would find 

Lt Son Swifto is in the a 

be lineally descended from Miguel de Cervantes, by a 
iTgbter of Quevedo-s. Perhaps he may think to be^ safe 
Poland durine: the time of these tioubles, but I 
iu?e him, from Ae mouth of a Polish lady, who was lately 
London by name Madam de Montmorency—for she was 
irried to aWncli gentleman of that great family that 
- Swift is perfectly well known there; and she was very 
iicitoul toTnow Wther h= were a Stanialaral or not, 
e being a zealous partisan for that cause. j,, 

Now if this brute of a parson should find no security i 
Lirooe aS therefore slip into the East Indies in some 
utch ship—for a Dutchman may be found who would 
ripvil fnr a stiver or two extraordinary he will be 
/^rpS to lind that Dr. is kncnvn to 

Wr^^and thi next to Confucius his writings are in the 
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furmccl that none of them liuve taken jai well aw his- anci 
|he Cljinese. who arc a very iiiKcnions peoitle. reckon Su>/ii 
the only author worth reading. It is well known that‘in 
t ersia Kuh Khan was at the pains to translate his works 
hiinself: beinjj Ixtrn a Scittclnnan,* he mnierstoial lliein verv 
well, and I am cretlild)' informed that he read the Hattie 
of the Hwks the ni|,dit bcfttre ht? gave tiuit great defeat to 
the 1 crsian mmy. If he heitrs of this, he may imagine 
that he shal find gmod reception at Constantinople: bathe 
will be bit there; for nmny years ago an Englisl, renegndo 
slave translated hlTcndi .Ser/for thorn, and tokl them it was 
writ by an hmglishman, with a design tri introtlna* the 
Mahometan religion; this having got him his liberty, mid 
altlioiigh It IS not believed by the ICflcmli, the book and the 
author arc in the greatest ealeem among them. If he woes 
into America, he will not be received into any hhtglisli 
iTcijch, or Spanish aettlemeiit. so that in all |»rohabiliiv he 
would be soon .scalped by the wild Indians, and in tnith 
there would be no manner of shame that a lieatl shoiihi In* 
uncovered that has .so little hraims In it. Hridalily and ill 
iinture proceed from the want of sense, therefore without 
having ever heard of him before, 1 can decl»le what he is 
from this single action, 

,1 hclieve no layman could have rkmc such a 

tnmg. 1 he wearing petticoats gives to most of the cIcrKv. 
a few onl3>- excepted of sufreriur iiiidcrHlatiding, ceriaiii 
feminine dispo.sitions. They arc commitiil)» subject to 
malice and envy, and give more free vent to those pns- 
sionHj pas.sibly for the same rcma.it dial women are ob- 
?vi " cnllcil to account 

maj have Ins head broke, or be whi|n>eil through the 
lungs; hut all who wear petticoats are secure from such 
accident.s. Now, to avoid farther trouble. 1 Itope bj' this 

mini “f ■“ '’‘'■',bl*etl off his back, and the boys of 
Uublui Imve drawn him through a horse-muid. Semi me 
nil account of thi.s. and I shafl be satisfiid. AdS. dSw 
Dean, I am got to the end of my paper, but you iitnv- be 

banth of ^ 

DrttUii uf yoin fruihful servant 

ta'j.. 
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MXLIV, [Deane Swift.] 


The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 


Cavan, September 17, 1735, 

Dear Sir, 

Jihav not butt reap rhyme and for wry tinii sow long 
an ape is till a bout bees knees, when Tom eye Noll edge 
fS cool das eas i lyre eye’t a pun no thing. AW what 

BLfp TO in e veri epistolas e 35 iy, Inn Angle owe 

Law Tigh no, Cann knot yew right in nap lean met hood 
as I do vw g 5 « wivyifov all o key shuns. But cantu gay 
tann other subject toss at her eyes bis eyed my wife?^ 
The woman is grown good for nothing. However I would 
not have her so much abused, but when she deserves it, I 
no use itis e veri de of her life, but I sea it is not rue; for 
itis only e veri our o fit. She swears if heu come tuck have 
Ann, she will give you a Inn the chops,® 

I beg pardon for troubling you so long with business, 
and therefore I will now be as merry as I can. The devil 
a farthing I can get among my tenants but cows, bullocks, 
and. sheep. Will you let me know whether such coin can 
pass in Dublin that I may pay you some money which I 
owe? My purse, God help me, is grown as slender as a 
famished weasel, I long much to see it have an alderman s 
belly; but quando^ Mr. Dean, quando. We cannot say, that 
our weather is the devil here; for it is all water. If it con¬ 
tinues, I must have thoughts of building an ark; but I 
shall not, like Noah, let any unclean beast enter. Eat pone 
linck waiter conjux." My mutton is growing too fat, and I 
want you much to eat of it, while it is in its prime. I hear 
of no cadger going to Dublin, or I would send you a basket 
full of it All I can do now is to send a fine roasted 
shoulder in my wishes, and pray invite Mrs, Whiteway to 


' 1 cannot but reprimand you for writing so long an epistle about 
business Uupra, p. 231], when to my knowledge you could as easily 
write upon nothing, * Mr. Dean, what is your meaning to play on us 
in every epistle you do in Anglo-Latino? Cannot you write m a plain 
method as I do I I know you are a punner on all occasions. But cannot 
you get another subject to satirize beside my wife? 

“ I know you say it is every day of her life, but I say it is not true, 
for it is only every hour of it. She swears if you come to Cavan, she 
will give you a dowse in the chops, 

^ Et pone linquatur conjux. 
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share of it. I wish you both a good stomach to it, with all 
my heart. Pray do not chide her for asking you to eat, as 
you used to do. I assure you, if I may be allowed to judge, 
she presses you to her victuals out of pure good nature and 
friendship. I am sorry that the shortness of my last letter 
gave you cause to complain. This shall may cup for that 
deaf he she An she,' for I have laid in a good stock of 
learning this last weekj and therefore Quoniam iu 
hteratos pyhnaria sedes tn cl^sse^ quoruudavi decanot^tvi 
nomina, imnime nosiratium, qui scientiis omnigenis in- 
clanierunt tibi mittam. This part I mention in Latin, for 
fear the letter should fall into Dean Crosse’s hands. 

Having lately read a very entertaining book, whose 
title-page runs thus, Histoire Generale des Pais-Bas^ I met 
with accounts of several great men, whose names I never 
read before, and every one of them were deans, some be- 
came bishops, others cardinals; all of them on account of 
meir great learning and merit. Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon us. How the world is altered 
must know, that Charles the Great lived in 
that age, alias Char Lay Main.® Now for the great scholars 

1 promised. Among those, who became Bishops of Ant¬ 
werp, you will find Philippe Nigri, Aubert vanden Eede, 
Jean^Ferdinand de Beughem, Pierre Joseph Francken-Sier- 

BoJs-le-Duc, Clement Crabbeels, 
Gisbert Masius, Michel Ophove, Joseph cle Bergaigne. In 

liZ among the Vicaires Aposto- 

van Leemputte, Josse I-Ioubraecken, Martin 
Steyaert, Pierre Govaerts, etc., etc., etc. The next place 
you may make a figure with those names, and 
silence even Robin Leslie.^ But a pox upon learning, I 

2 deficiency* 

XVII Province^Inil-^lif ri^* oomeiiant la Description des 

® ^ariJmagni'^ ^ Chancelier Chnstyn], H Brusselle 1720.’* 

Dili’s,Wft °o «) is said by 

wen‘^’Swift°co“''® °”°earn'ing Ind mhave talked 

"Robin to beggars, with a curse, 

Flings the last shilling i„ his purse ; 

And when the coachman comes for pay, 

The rogue must call another day.” ^ ^ 
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say. It is enough to turn a man’s head, I have a great 
mind to have done with it; for the devil a thing is to be got 
by it, Idcirco libris valedico. 

I cannot, now my memory serves me, omit an account 
of some learned physicians, which I read of in other authors, 
viz., Hermannus Conringius, Lucas Schrdckius, Melchior 
Sebizius, Sebastian Schefferus, Guernerus Rolfinckius, 
Hoffmannus Altorfi, Sebastian Jovius Lugani, Petrus 
Dapples, Theodore Kerckringius, Regnerus de Graaf, 
Swammerdam, Antonius Scarellius, Hieronymus Copelazzi, 
Jacobus Gonzato, Bernardinus Malacrida, Johannes Petrus 
Lotichius, Christianus Keekins, Julius Richeltus, Joannes 
Christophilus Vaganseilius, Jacobus Kerscherus, Antonius 
Magliabechius, and many others. Pray ask Grattan how 
many of these he has read. 

You say—I thank you for that—that you know nobody. 
No matter for that; so much the better for me, because I 
know everybody knows you, and therefore more likely to 
succeed in subscriptions for mice cool.’’ Pray is this letter 
long enough? If it be not^ send it back, and I will fill the 
other side. In the mean time I remain 

You most obedient and very humble serve aunt, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

Mice or vice two awl my if rends.’ Send me word what 
a clock it is, that I may set my watch by yours. 



MXLV. \Deane Swift?^ 


William King to Swift 


Sir,’ 


London, September ^ 735 ' 


Soon after I came to England I was obliged to cross 
the seas again, and go into France, upon a business 

• My school. . ' Servant. 

® Mv service to all my friends, , i r 

^ The third William King of Swifts acquaintance, the Principal of 
St. Mary’s Hall, Oxford, and author of “The Toast, ^ 1 ® 

first aoi^arance in the Correspondence. Although he had paid before 
that tfme more than one visit to Ireland m connection with ••J''’’ 
suit in which he was involved, his friendship with Swift had probably 
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of consequence to my private affairs* I am but just re¬ 
turned to this place, where I have met with your letter of 
21st of last month. Since you are so kind as to repeat the 
promise you made me when I was in Ireland, I shall ex¬ 
pect the paper with the greatest impatience.' While I was 
reading your letter, a person called on me, who does busi¬ 
ness for you. I was in hopes he had brought it with him: 
but he told me, it would be sent by another hand. I will 
say nothing more of it here, than that I am very sure it 
will please the public, and do honour to the author, 

The gentleman, concerning whom you inquire, is a mem¬ 
ber of our Hall, but I have never yet seen him.* He had 
left Oxford about the time I came from Dublin, to spend 
the summer vacation in Herefordshire,'* My son, who is 
well acquainted with him, assures me that he is very sober, 
that he studies hard, and constantly attends the excr- . 
cises of the House. But I shall be able to give you a more 
particular account of him the next term, when I shall 
probably meet him in the Hall, and he shall find me 
ready to do him any kind of service that may be in my 
power, 

I do not know whether my law-suit will force me into 
Ireland again the next term; as yet I have not received 
any summons from my managers. I should indeed be 
well pleased to defer my journey till the next spring, for 
Dublin is not a very good winter abode for a water-drinker. 


not been of long duration. It had, however, no doubt become quicklv 

been observed (<<D. N. xxxi 

King's learning, his turn for satire, and his hatred of the existing 
government, were all calculated to recommend him to Swift, In ad¬ 
dition there was a Jinl^ through him with the Duke of Ormond to 
whom, m his capacity as Chancellor of Oxford University, King had 
acted as secretary. By profession King was a civilian. He had un- 
successfully contested some twelve years previously the representation 

Last Years of the Queen," which was 

afterwards entrusted to Kingr for publication. wnicn was 

I he gentlen^n was Deane Swift who, in the previous October hn.d 

Sii r«rf,i’?,*rA “Set 
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However, I do not neglect my defence, especially that part 
of it which you mention.' It is now in such forwardness, 
that, as I compute, it will be finished in six weeks at 
farthest. There are some alterations, which I hope you will 
approve. 

I rejoice to hear that the honest Doctor has good suc¬ 
cess in his new school. If the load of his baggage should 
endanger his vessel again, I think he has no other remedy 
left, but to throw it into the .sea. What is he doing with 
his boHs motSt and when does he design to send them 
abroad? 

My son, who is very proud to be in your thoughts, de¬ 
sires me to present his most humble service to you. I am, 
with great truth, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble .servant, 

W. K. 


M:XLVI. 

Swift to tiik Eaut. of Orkkky 

Dublin, SeJiUmber 2$, 1735. 

I THINK you are the reverse of nine hundred and ninety 
nine thousand nine hundred and ninety nine out of a million. 
, ,. You have affronted I’harnoh grievously by your odious 
comparison of hi.s Egyptian Majesty to the Kerry nimrods.'' 
Sheridan stayed here not above ten days, all which he |)a.s.sed 
abroad, and only lay at the Deanery. He boasts in every 
letter of the fine air and meat and ale of Cavan, and the 
honest merry neighbourhood. He writes me ISnglish Latin¬ 
ized, and Latin Englyshed.but neither of them equal to mine, 
ns my very enemies allow. It i.H true Indeed, I am gone so 
far in this science that I can hardly write common Eng¬ 
lish, I am so apt to mingle it with Latin. For instance, in¬ 
stead of writing my eneinics I was going to spell it mi en 
emis.... I was to sign a report of a committee at the Blue 
Coat Hospital just now,' but could not do it till the words 
mob and behave were altered to rabble and behaved them^ 
selves. Curse on your new-fangled London wits, misti lis' 

' /.<?., "The Toast.” ISoo Appendix XU. 

’ Supra, vol. iv, p. 382, n. I. 

' Supra, p. >31, n. 2. 


• Supra, p. 229. 

* My stylo is. 
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corrupted, and^ you, out of spite, will in your next letter 
torment me with sAo’dn’t, wo'dn't, be'n't^ can't, at'dn't, . . . 
Pray make haste to be at the play the 30 th of next month 
to show your loyalty; it is to be at a new Playhouse/ I 
hope the poet who is to write the play makes half to buy 
his paper. . . . And do you think I will keep company with 
you, my Lord, when you come out just reeking from that 
abominable Club;“ no I will hide myself at Cavan with 
Sheridan or go to Bath. 


MXLVII. \Faulkner.\ 

Swift to the Rev. Thomas Sheridan 

September ^0^ 1735. 

Yesterday was the going out of the last Lord Mayor 
and to-day the coming in of the new, who is Alderman 
Grattan. The Duke was at both dinners, but I thought it 
enough to go to-dy, and I came away before six, with 
very httle meat or dnnk. The Club' meets in a week, and 
i determine to leave the town as soon as possible, for I am 
not able to live within the air of such rascals, but whither 
n?y health will permit me to travel, I can¬ 
not tell; for my mind misgives me, that you are neither in 
humour nor capacity to receive me a guest. 

I had your law letter. Those things require serious con¬ 
sideration ; in order to bring them to a due perfection a 
wise man will prepare a large fund of idiomj which are 
highly useful when literally translated by a skilful, eloquent 
hand, and, except our Latino-Anglicus,\& the m4t neces 
sary as well as ornamental part of human learning ] 3 ut 

p. 26^,'?3t ‘he famous brothers vol. ii, 

^ Of Dorset. ^ j , 

the Irish Parliament. 
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, censures with the utmost impartiality and 
IS is what I have presumed to attempt, al- 
'■ conscious to myself of my inferior abilities for 
•rmance. 

■ith lady; and becaxise the judicious Mr. I.ocke 
icessary to settle terms, before we write upon 
I dc.scribe a certain female of your acquaint- 
name shall be Dorothy; it is in the following 
31 is astra laer, astra mel, a sus, a quoque et, atra 
alas i bo lies, a priu ter, at at lar, avi si ter, 
ro lar, an empti pate, arm lar, aram lar, an et, 
ist rumpet, ad en, again lar, agrinn lar, ac ros 
rror, ape e per, as noil nos, ara ver, a hue .stare, 
ftvi per, ad rive lar, age lar, apud lar, a fi.s lar, a 
ter, a.s hi ter, ainus lar, a mu.s lar, arat lar, a 
I lorata iiace, a gallo per, a sivc.‘ Most learned 
■ t you will please to observe, .since I must .speak 
XI* language, that in the above forty-three dc- 
5 ^ for fcmalc.s, many of them end with the 
eity Lar, to show that women wore chiefly 
Tuinily affairs; and yet I cannot hear that any 
r hath made the same remark, 
ewisc begun a treatise of geography, the Anglo- 
eall it erroneously Jog Ralph I. Mei quo to 
“ Astra canis a mitt citi; an dy et Ali cantis 
ftiH it, Barba tlos is more populus, An tego i.s 
jro." “ I liave a third ti'eati.sc to direct young 
icl tng. '* Ama di.s de Gallis a line liistori, an dy 
i la ab et cr. Sumin us eurus Vaiciit in an Dor 
:>« te Icgnnt ovum alto bis lire. I canna me fore 
ani males o falliqiie nat ure; na mel I, ac at, 
, fniula hudi: I mas ad amo usto o: a Imdi indc 
cEcpias a bcasti e vermc et aram lingo ut. I’rajis 
I so no dius orno?"* 

strapper, a iraininci, a aoiisc, a coqueito, a irnpos, an 
ones, a pnuor, a latlor, a viBitor. a gipsy, a slrallor, an 
reolor, a rambler, n ncl, a deceiver, a aliumpot, n den, 
g-rumblor, a croaa'PUBS, a flatlorer, a peeper, a snotly- 
a Juickaiory, a sopiiiaicr, a viper, a driveller, a gaoler, a 
Icr, a fiator, a a — a miiczlor, a inuzzlor, a railor, 
x pratc'n-pncc, a galloper, a aiovo. 

>tci Homeofit? ''Asiracnni«aniiglUycUy,nndyctAlicant 
1 Jaibadoca is more populous. Antigua is a desorl, 1 hear." 
do Gaul is a fine nialory, and yet Dolinnls is a bolter. 

U 
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I believe some evil spirit has got possession of you and 
a few others, in conceiving I have any power with the 
Duke of Dorset, or with any one Bishop or man of power. 

I did but glance a single word to the Duke about as prope 
a thinras he could do. and yet he turned it off to some 
Other discourse You say one word of my mouth will do, 

I b^vTlhe rhyme of my word would do ms M 
much Am I not universally known to be one who ^'shke^ 
dl present persons and proceedings? Another wrffes to 
desire that I would prevail on the Archbishop of ^yiNin 
fo gJv^hfm the best prebend of St. Patrick’s. Let Bishop 
riavton allow the resignation, since Mr. Donnellan is pio 
Sd for* I mentioned to the Duke that Donnellan 
Ihould be Dean of Cork, on purpose to further the resipm- 
tion of old Caulfeild, but it would not do, 
seems to have some hopes, and it is Bishop Clayton s fault 

if he doth not yield, etc.’ 


MXLVIII. \Faulkner:\ 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

[Sef/mder, 1735.] 

To answer your question as to Mi. Hughes, I did just 
know him.’ %hat he wanted as to genius he made up as 
an honest man, but he was of the ;! 

am glad you think of Dr. Bundle as I do. He w 11 be an 
honour to the Bishops, and a disgrace to one Bishop, twc 

Some assure us Valentine and Orson is the most elegant of then\ al 
tn be sure I can name four domestic animals of a like nature; namely 
a ?at a'rat l"f(, and a lady. I may add a mouse too. A ^dj 
TnSl might e>'«Pt “ “ heast I ever meet a rambling out. Piay, 1 

*”^8X0 CraytrCtSrl-law Christopher Donnellan 
p. IS, m 0 rSned soon afterwards his fellowship, and was appointe 

^j^,ir|ganery of Cork was vacant as well as the bishopric, tli 
living given to Donnellan had been held by the late Deam 
CiulMd >' a member of Lord Charlemont’s family, was Clayton s arc! 
deacon at Killala, He was evidently anxious to resign a prebend heh 
in addidon “e archdeaconry, bV him in favour of h.s son. wh 
ultimately succeeded to it. 

> Swpra, p. 227. 
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things you will like, but what you will like more particu¬ 
larly, he will be a friend and benefactor even to your un¬ 
friended, unbenefited nation; he will be a friend to the 
human race, wherever he goes. Pray tell him my best 
wishes for his health and long life. I wish you and he 
came over together, or that I were with you. I never saw 
a man so seldom, whom I liked so much, as Dr. Rundle. 
Lord Peterborough I went to take a last leave of, at his 
setting sail for Lisbon: no body can be more wasted, no soul 
can be more alive.’ Immediately after the severest opera¬ 
tion, of being cut into the bladder for a suppression of 
urine, he took coach, and got from Bristol to Southampton, 
This is a man that will neither live nor die like any other 
mortal. 


MXLIX. \Peane SwiftT^ 

Benjamin Motte to Swift 

London, October 4, 1735 - 

Honoured Sir, 

Mrs. Lancelot, who dined with me to-day, and de¬ 
sired me to present her humble service, showed me part of 
a letter from you, which gave me so much concern, that I 
would not let a post slip without writing to you upon the 
subject of it. You are pleased to express an apprehension, 
that Mrs. Fenton’s money has not been regularly paid, be¬ 
cause you have not heard from me for above a twelve¬ 
month.” I hope I have accounted to your satisfaction for 
my silence in a letter which Mrs. Hyde delivered to you 
since the date of yours to Mrs. Lancelot; ” and as to 
Mrs; Fenton’s annuity, I have punctually paid it; and shall 
continue to do so until I receive your commands to the 
contrary. The next payment will be called for a few days 
after the ist of November, and unless you forbid it before 

’ Pope had visited Lord Peterborough at Bevis Mount towards the 
end of Aupustj and wrote thence to Patty Blount a similar account of 

his condition. , . j o v*. • 

If my conjecture is correct that the annuity mentioned by bwiit in 
the letter to Uay {sufira^ vol. iv, p, 133) was the one to his sister, the 
amount was a year. 

^ Supra^ p, 214. 
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that time, I shall pay it Mr. Fenton, her son, who receives 
it. is a man of worth and honour, and I am nensunded will 
return me the money, should it be paid him h-om any otlicr 
quarter. I am surprised to find by Mrs. Hyde, that my 
last, which was written the latter end of July, had .so slow 
a passage, as not to come to your hand until the 13 th of 

^*^rh.ave°been .so particular, I fear even to lediousncss, in 
that letter, that I have nothing to add, but a repetition of 
the sincere profession I there iTifulc, tluit I uiOi with nil 
pos.sible gratitude, truth, and sincerity. Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient humble servant, 

11. Motth. 


ML. [Ormy Papers 

TtiE Eahl ok Oruk:uv to Swo t 

fork, Ikinber, 1735. 

Dkak Sir, 

Tiiekk i.s a custom in (iork, of which I must beg leave 
to inform you, with all Its Indeoiis consequences, and to 
know from you whether my behaviour has liccn wrong or 
right, that 1 may amend or continue it for the future accord¬ 
ing to your decree. 

On the day that a new Mayor is to be cho-sen for tliia 
city, the blackguards assemble themselves in the High 
Street, and come there charged with their pockets full of 
meal and flour, which they throw into hannlcss peoples' 
eyes as plentifully as beggars at Paris Iresiow holy water in 
churclies. My ill fate forced me from home on tliis im¬ 
portant day, and I liad not gone many |>ftccs beyond the 
North Gate, before a ragged group of ahoc-boys blinded 
mo in a most furious manner with this emblem of snow. [ 
opened my eyes as soon as oat-meal and consternation 
would give me leave, and seeing a nuMl dcapicablc .set of 
wretches attacking a person for whom Mr. Hawkins, the 
Herald,'' has a particular regard, I gave loose to ll\e passions 
of an Irish Earl, and was going to try the sinews of iny arm 
and drive the ragged regiment into the Scaraandcr of Cork. 

* Supra, vol. iv, p. 383, n. l. 

William H awlcins then held llic olTico of Ulster King of Arms. 
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But as I degenerate from my ancestors in nothing more 
than ill their military achievements, native peace returned 
to tny breast and coiuiuered; so I put on a countenance 
between an ill-natured grin, and a good-humoured smile 
passed on witii the utmost iiaste, shaking my ears and 
bowing at the same time; not perhaps unlike my dog 
iloctor, who, when he is corrected, growls, fawns and wags 
ns tail. The blackguards pursued me with their flowery 
honours, but I slipped down the first alley on my right 
hnncl, having first had the consolation to see a primitive 
Quaker, wlio had a cleaner and a finer coat on than myself, 
in the same miller-like condition. 

These maj/oralite honours have been paid to all Christian 
souls from time immemorial. The higher your rank, the 
greater your quantity of meal j so that if his sacred Majesty 
was to walk on this dav from North Gate to South Gate in 
hia blnck velvet coat, his black cravat and his black feather, 
would only fulfil the McrIInlan prophecy of the white 
King-. Now, Sir, pray tell mo if I acted right or wrong? 
Should I have fought, or should I have retreated? Surely 
if my courage i.s dubiou.s, my prudence Is established, but 
your answer will determine this matter. I am, dear Sir, 

Most affectionately yours, 

OltUKRY, 


MLT. iScou:] 


Swa-'T TO Deanh Swift 

Dublin, Odokri 1735. 

Sir, 

You have been pleased to honour me with your friend¬ 
ship in so generous a manner, so I think my.self bound to 
throw off all manner of disguise, and discover to you my 
real circumstances, which I shall do with all the openness 
and freedom imaginable. You will be surpri.sed at the be¬ 
ginning of my story, and be inclined to think the whole a 
banter, but you may depend on its being actimllv true, and 
if need was, I could bring the parson of the parish to testify 
the same. 

< 'J’liis loiior, willi some variations, was printed in "An Useful and 
KntcrUtining Coltcclion of Leltora " published In 1745 by W. Bickciton 
of Loudon. The original is prosorvod in tho Rowfant Library. 
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You must know then, I live in n poor little house 
that stands on a waste, as other cottapes do, and 
worst of all, I am liable to be turnefl out at a mil 
warning. It is of a copyhold tenure, and the custom < 
Manor is this. For the fir.st thirty years of mv life I s 
pay nothing, only to do suit and .service, and attend 
the courts, that are kept once ii week or oftener. Fou r 
after that I am to pay a ro.so every year, and farther 
this, during the remainder of my life I am to pay a i 
which you will .say i.s a whimsical acknowledgement, 
two or three years, or oftener, if it be demanded; and 
I have nothing else to pay, out with me i.s the wort 
I will not be long before my ()er.son will be .seized. I i 
have had my lease on much better terms, if it had nnt 
the fault of my great-grandfather. Me and his wife 
the advice of a bad neighbour, robbed an orchard lac 
ing to the Lord of the Manor, and so forfeited their i 
privileges; to my sorrow I am .sure, but, however, 1 
do as well as I can. 

I shall endeavour to keep mj' hou.se in tolerable » 
My kitchen, wherein I drc.s8 my victuals, is a coinlca 
of a little room, somewhat the figure of an oven. Tt nr 
very well the bu.sines.s it was designed for, and tl 
enough. My garrets, or rather cock-lofts, arc Indeo 
indifferently furnished, but they are room.s whicl 
people regard now, unless it be to lay lumber in. 
ever, I make .shift to rub on in my little way, and 
rent-day comes, I must see and discharge It as wcjI 
can. I understand my lodge, or whatever you plci 
call it, descends upon a low-lived creeping family, re 
able only for nothing but being Instrumental in aitu 
ing the reputation of the great Moor in Abchurcl 
But be that as it will, I have one .snug apartment, \v 
reserve for my choicest friends, which is in the left a 
the very house where you will be alway.s a welcome 
and you may depend on being a.s long as the -— is 
occupation of the famous worm-powder doctor. 

Your humble .sorviin 


AMmssed—To Deane Swift, Fsq., St. Mary Hall, O 
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MlAl. {Deane Swm 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

October 5, 1735. 

Dear Sir, 

In the first place I was heartily rejoiced to see your 
letter,' for I was afraid you were not well. Now I shall 
answer as much as my time will permit; (but before I pro¬ 
ceed, remember I expect you here next Saturday; for I 
am botli in humour and capacity to receive you. I shall 
get your answer on Thursday next, and then I shall go as 
far as Virginia to meet you. Leave Dublin on Wednesday; 
ride to Dunshaughlin that day, twelve niile.s; from thence 
to Navan on Thursday, eleven miles; a Friday to Virginia, 
fifteen miles, where I will meet you that evening with a 
couple of bottles of the best wuic ui Ireltindj rvncl a piece 
of my own mutton, etc. A Saturday morning we set out 
for Cavan, where you will find dinner ready at your 
arrival."' Bring a cheese-toaster to do a mutton chop now 
and then, and do not forget some rice; we have none good 
here, but all other eatables in perfection.) I beg pardon 
for the long foregoing parenthesis (the next shall be 
.shorter) you .see it was necessary. Ure Dobs a _de vel it 
hinc. Mi mollis ab uti, an angeli se. An has fine 11 s, a fine 
face, ab re ast ns no, a belli fora que en, Andi me quis mi 

As for your jogg Ralph,' I may say without vanity, that 
I exceed you ns%r a.s from east to west. First, with sub¬ 
mission, should have begun with the 1 oles Are Tick 

» U^Mio^a'sf^lo’ ihnt lines nlUibiitocl to Swift wore ^ 

occasion of tlio journey which he made a month later in icsponse to 
ihis invilftlion: 

Dublin a city j l.)unshaughlin for a plough j 
Navan for a market j Arclbraccan for a cowj 
KOII0 for an old town; Vlmmia poor j 
Cavan for dirt, and Belturbct for a whoie, 

» Yniir Doll is a devil I think. My Moll is a beauty, an angel I 
scc.^Amie hns fine eyes, a fine face, a breast ns snow, a belly foi a 
Qiiccn. And 1 may quiz my Molly as I please. 

' Geography. 
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Ann Tan* Tick/ next the May rend dye Ann, the Uak 
water, the whore Eyes on, the ICuk lip Tick, the 'I'l^nv Pick 
of can sir, the Trow pick of Cap rye corn, or Cup Rick 
horn,''* the twelve sijrnes Aare I ease, Tower ns, Jay me 
knee, (-an Sir, lay C), Veer {foo, lye brawfcpiotli the Scotch¬ 
man) Sage it arc eye ns, Cap wryc corn vis, iiack weary ns, 
and piss is,’ together with Cnll ewers, Zounds, anti Climb 
bats, etc., etc/ In order to give yon a full idea of the chief 
towns in Europe, I shall only mention some of Lord I’etcr- 
borongh’s rambles. lie had like to break nl Luh on in 
Portugal: he Mad rid through Spain: he could not find 
Room in Italy: he was Consfant in a puU among the Turks: 
he met with his name .sake Peter's burghs in Musk O vye: 
he had like to Crack 0 in Poland: when he came to Vge, 
any^ he did there ykr manyx in France he declared the 
King of Groat Hritain, with Its King upon the Par is\ in a 
certain northern country he took a frolic to put on a 
friar's cope; and then he was in Cope in I lag in. Pray, 
Dean mark that. In Holland he met with a C! — anister ,— 
Dam you, said he in a iiassion, for a cheat: he wa.H there 
# « i» » by a whore; and he cried out. Rot her dam her. 
Thus far i know of his travels to the Low Countries and 
no farther. 

Thus far you ace I am in humour: although the Devil 
be in one end of my house, I defy her, because I have the 
other for you and me. Another thing I must promise when 
you come, that we shall not quit our learned correspond¬ 
ence, but write up and down stairs to one another, and still 
keep on our agreeable flights. The Devil take all the Ds 
in Christendom, for a pack of saucy scabs. When you arc 
here you will despise them all; and you .shall be troubled 
with no club, but such as will keep you out of the dirt. 
Do not lo.se thi.s good weather, I beseech you; for every¬ 
thing la ready for yon. If vou do not like your lodgings, 
you shall not pay a farthing; and if you do, I have the 
remedy in my own pur.se. Do not think to sponge upon 
me for anything but meat, drink, and lodging: for I do 

* Arctic, Anlnrclk. 

“ 'Hio meridian, the equator, the liorbon, tlio cclijitic, tlie tropic of 
Cancer, the tropic of Capricorn. 

* Aries, Tmnus, Gemini, Cancer, Loo, Virgo, Libra, .Scorpio, Saait- 
tnriuH, Cnpricornus, Aquarius, and Pisces. 

* Colures, xonus, and i;limnlcs. 
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asaui-e yoiu as the world goes, I can afford you nothing 
else. Yes, I beg pardon, I can give your horses good grass, 
and perhaps a feed of oats now and then. My turf is all 
homo, so i.s my corn, but my hay not yet. I expect it on 
Monday, which Is the next day after Sunday, the very day 
you will receive this, the day before Tuesday, and I hope 
two days before you begin your journey, which I hope will 
be a happy one, May you arrive safe, is the sincere wish 
of, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheuidan. 


MLIII. [Original,'] 

Swift to the Earl of Orrery 

Dublin, Octobev 19, 1735, 

Are you not entirely obliged to me for your title, your 
estate, your health, your wit, your generosity, your learn¬ 
ing, your good nature, your everything? . . . Public vexa¬ 
tions hath sunk my .spirits.... Pray, my Lord, if you have 
any middling bit of land worth about two hundred pounds 
a year, 1 would desire to be a purchaser because I design 
to leave my whole fortune to a public use. . . . Years and 
ill health have got hold of me and I cannot long struggle 
with cither. ... I think the Ode of Pyrrha is very well 
translated only some things may be altered a little. ... I 
think the whole conveys the very ideas of Horace. ... I 
will not read over this letter to mend the numerous blunders 
in letters, syllables, and words that my giddy, tottering 
head will have misled me to. . . . Blunders nineteen. 

^ Supray vol. iv, p. 382, n. i. 
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MLIV. \Priginaiy\ 

Swift to the Earl of Oxford 

^ Dublin, 21, 1735, 

My Lord, 

You did me the honour to recommend the bearer, Mr. 
Jebb, to me, and upon as good a title I recommend him 
back to your Lordship.^ He appears to me as worthy and 
modest a man, at least as ever England sent me, and, I 
know not how or why, hath succeeded better than I could 
expect from his good qualities, his only fault is his mar¬ 
riage, unless you will call it a worse that he is going over 
to bring his wife; but his children will be all Irish, while a 
^ief transported to Jamaica, and married to a battered 
Drurydane hackney jade shall produce true Britons. I 
congratulate with your Lordship upon the fair prospect of 
liberty in England, and a most uncorrupt administration, 
of which we every day feel the good effects in this flour¬ 
ishing kingdom. I long ago acknowledged the honour of 
a letter your Lordship sent me on the marriage of my 
Lady MargeV and I will ever during my life demand 
the continuance of a constant historical account of every 
important event in your family, because I look upon it as 
an hereditary right I have examined Mr, Jebb very strictly 
concerning the Duke of Portland, for fear of your Lordship\s 
partiality and good nature, but he confirms me in every¬ 
thing you say of his Grace, so that I have nothing farther 
to do on this^ article than to wish and hope for a contihu- 
ance of blessings on your Lordship, my Lady Oxford and 
your whole future family, 

I have commissioned Mr, Jebb to send me a constant 
account of everything material that relates to your Lord¬ 
ship and everyone who is dear to you, and I lay a particular 
injunction on your Lordship to present my most humble 
service to my Lady Oxford and the Duchess her daughter, 
I remember her Grace very well, and desire her to be no 
better than I left her, Mr. Jebb will tell you how little I 
am good for, and am daily battling with years and dis- 

* In the possession of the Duke of Portland, Snpra^ vol. ii, p. i6o, 

“ Sni)ra, p. 222. « Supra, p. 84. 
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orders by walking and riding, liow few friends I have, and 
iiow maw enemies. He is a very civil Whig, takes the 
best hantlle of the world, and is beloved by all who know 
hiiiT in thi.s last article endeavouring to imitate your Lord- 
ship* I hear you love London summers, and therefore 
expect you will suffer me to live six hot months at Wira- 
pole with as much wine and meat and as many horses and 
servants from April to October next as I shall think fit. 
My ever dearest Lord, I am with the greatest respect, 

truth, and love, . 

Your most obedient and most grateful humble servant, 

J. Swift. 

Addms6d~~-'^o die Right Honourable the Earl of Oxford. 


MLV. [Ehvin.] 

.Swift to Ali5XAN1)15k 1’opb 

October 11^ i73S' 

I ANSWKKKI) your letter relating to Curll, etc.' I believe 
my letters have escaped being published, because I wiit 
nothing but nature and friendship,and particular incidents 
which coultl make no figure In writing. I have observed 
that not only Voiture, but likewise lully and 1 liny, wnt 
their letler.H for the public view, more than for the sake of 
their corre-spondents; and I am glad of it, on account of the 
entertainment tliey have given me. Balzac did the same 
thing, but witli more stiffness, and consequently less divert- 

*” 1 ^ow I miuat tell you that you are to look upon me as 
one going very fast out of the world; but my fiesh and 
Ijones are to be carried to Ilolyhoad, for I wdl not lie m a 
country of slaves. It pleases me to find that you begm to 
dislike things in spite of your philosophy; your Muse 
cannot forbear her hints to that purpose. I cannot tiavelto 
see you; otherwise I solemnly protest I would do it. 1 
have an intention to pass this winter in the country with a 
friend forty miles off, and to ride only ten miles a day; 


Supray p, 226 . 


willi Sheridan, 
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yet is my health so uncertain that I fear it will not be in 
my power, I often ride a dozen miles, but I come home to 
my own bed at night. My best way would be to marry, 
for in that case any bed would be better than my own, I 
found you a very young man, and I left you a middle aged 
one; you knew me a middle aged man, and now I am an 
old one. Where is my Lord [Bolingbroke]? ^ Methinks I 
am inquiring after a tulip of last year. 

You need not apprehend any Curlls meddling with your 
letters to me. I will not destroy them, but have ordered 
my executors to do that office. I have a thousand things 
more to say, longaevitas est gamila^ but I must remember I 
have other letters to write if I have time,* which I spend to 
tell you so; I am, ever dearest Sir, 

Yours, etc. 


MLVI. lCopy^\ 


Swift to Lord Bathurst 


October 21,1735, 


My Lord, 

What have I to do with a letter from Cirencester where 
Mr, Pope, poor Gay, and I, were forced to lodge at one of 
your farmers and walk two miles to dinner, with your two 
thousand five hundred acres of garden, and not a codling 
to eat? * My Lord, your proposals for banishing the shoot¬ 
ing parsons out of this present globe, have been maturely 
considered by my friends. It was wisely observed among 
them that the thieves and robbers here are grown so skil¬ 
ful to commit such actions as will only leave them at the 
gallows^ foot, and only sentence them to be transported, 
which is justly looked upon as a mark of favour, and an 
encouragement to these rogues to pursue their villainies, be^ 
cause they cannot change their country for another so bad. 
And accordingly we often see whole boatsful go off with 
pomp and mirth and music and drink, as a governor sent 
to the West Indies. 

My Lord, you are entirely mistaken about the politics of 


\ He was still in France {supray p, 169)., 

“ Le.y before Jebb sailed. 

® In the Forster Collection. ' Supra^ p. 34, 
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this country, where I have no friends but citizens and the 
raljble; for 1 have reason to think that if the parson liad 
not sent me a letter of humiliation, and employed some 
friends to entreat me to pardon him, the folks in power 
would have certainly solicited the government to make him 
a Hishop, at a promotion which is now depending; where 
the two Htirest candidates are seven times worse than him.' 

My Lord, you are to know that this kind of proceeding 
is a practice I liave followed .some years, for if a tradesman 
cIieatH me, I put him immediately into a newspaper, with 
the bare matter of fact, which the rogues are grown so 
afraid of, that they are often ready to fall on their knees 
for pardon. I began this scheme with a long record upon 
a large piece of black marble in my own Cathedral, on the 
north aide of the altar, whereon I put a Latin inscription 
which I took care to have published in London newspapers.'' 
The granddaughter of the old Duke of Schomborg would 
not seiicl me fifty pounds to make him a monument over 
lus burying-place; upon which I ordered the whole story 
to be engraved, and you must have .seen the writing several 
years ago to the scandal of the family; particularly because 
his i>rusent Majesty said, God damn Dr. Swift, whose design 
was to make him quarrel with the King of Pru.ssia.^ Thus 
[ endeavour to do justice in my station, and give no 
offence. 

I am extremely obliged by your Lord.ship's remembrance, 
and 1 will tell you one thing that may possibly make you 
angry; but what care I? When I receive a letter from you, 
I summon a few very particular friends, who have a good 
taste, and invite them to it, as I would do if you had sent 
me a haunch of vcni.son. 1 hope to write you no more letters 
about appeal.s, because I think you are generally on the 
other alcle, either to cure me, or out of perver.senes.s. What 
have you done with my Lord Bolingbroke? Our wise folks 
here imagine he hath no intention to return, I dc.sire to 
pre.sent my most humble .service to my I^ady Bathurst, and 
liray God continue his blessing to your numerous fireside. 
I wish 1 knew how many there are with their names and 
sexes. I am ever, my dear Lord, with great respect, your 
Lordship’s most obedient and most humble servant. 

J. Swift. 

' Sufira, p. 33 a. * sn/>fa, vol. iv, p. 318, n. i. 
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MLVII. {Gentleman's Magazine^] 

Swift to Benjamin Motte 

Dublin, October 25, 1735 - 

Sir, 

Yours of the 4tli instant I had not till very lately.’ Here 
lives one Mr. Hatch, v/ho is a manager for the Temple 
family. He came lately to the Deanery, and talked with 
great melancholy of Mrs. Fenton not having received any 
money from me in a long time; whereupon I paid him ten 
guineas for her use, and took his receipt, for, to say the 
truth, having not heard of you in a lon^ time, nor caring 
one straw whether that woman had received one penny, or 
what became of her who had during her whole life dis¬ 
obliged me in the most circumstances of her conduct, I did 
not employ one thought upon her, except to her disadvan¬ 
tage, and I heartily wish you had demanded your money 
of me as you paid it, because then it would not have been 
such a load upon me as now it will. I desire, therefore, you 
will please to let me know how far I am got in your debt, 
and I will discharge it as fast as I can get any money in, 
which is almost as impossible to find here as honesty, so 
that I am hardly able to subsist for want of receiving any 
rents or interest. I desire, therefore, you will pay her no 
more, but only send me how her account lies, including the 
ten guineas I sent by Mr. Hatch, who was to send her a 
bill. It is not above three weeks ago. I would much rather 
assist my poor cousin Lancelot, if it was in my power, for 
she was always kind and obliging to me. I did not know 
Mrs. Fenton had a son, nor will ever believe such a breed 
had either worth or honour. My service and love to Mrs. 
Lancelot. I hope you and your family are well. As to my 
own health, it is very indifferent, and fretting myself in vain 
about the villainy of others. I am, with great truth. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

J.S. 

* N. S., vol. xHv, p. 233. The original was sold on 15 December, 
1906, by Sotheby, Wilkinson, and Hodge. 

’ Supra, p. 243. 





1735] 


JONATHAN SWIFT 


255 


MLVIII. [Opiginal''] 


SwivT TO TiiK Rev. Jambs King 

Doftncry House, October 1735. 

Sir," 

I AM HO very much a monk, and of so severe an order, 
that I hardly know what an Invitation is, but in recompense 
I dine like a King, always alone. However, I know not how 
it hath come to pass that I long apprehended you would 
have the power to corrupt me. I shall therefore un-Stoic 
myaclf to attend you, if my health, which is very uncertain, 
will permit me. I am with very great esteem, Sir, 

Your moat obedient and most humble servant, 

J. Swift. 


MLIX. {Deane Stvi/t.} 

The Rev. Chkistomieu Donnellan to Swift 

Cloync, October 1735. 


Sir,* 

Though I have hitherto forbore troubling you with my 
acknowledgements for many favours, which very justly de- 


' It wft» liUcly in ihe possession of Mrs. Kin(f, of I’roby Park, 
Dailcoy, co. Dublin, by whose permission it was copied for this edition 
of the Correspondence. Tlierc i.s also n copy in the Forster Coilection 
wliich is said to have been obtained in March 1870 at Sotheby’s Sale 

» The recipient, whose father .Swift had hoped in his early days to 
succood at .Swords (.v«//n», vol. i, p. 119, «). was a I'relrondary of 

St. Patrick’s and had been appointed a few years before to the cure 
of St. Drido’s on the rcsiKnntlon of Robert Grattan. He was evidently 
a ffronl favourite of Swift, who iiaincd him amongst his executors, and 
bequeathed him "a large gilded medal of King Ghades I. with on the 
reverao a crown of martyrdom and other devices" (Carroll’s "C orgy 
of St. Jlrido’s," p. at). “ It is observable,’’ rcmnrka that authoij ‘ that 
afl there wore three Dr, William Kings, all correspondents of Swift, 
vi»,, I ho Archbialiop, the poeli und inc Principal of St* Mnry Hnll, 
Oxford, BO ihoro woro ihrco Rov. Jnnicfl Kings, clcrgyiTicn together in 
Urn clioceso of Dublin, vix-, our incumbenU n chaplain to the city of 
Dublin, and the Fellow of Trinity Collegep. 150), 

** Since ho was Inst monlionecf vol, iv, p. 291) Jicrkclcy liacl 

boon promoted to the see of Cloync, and as appears from this Icltoi, 
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manded them, yet the late application to the Duke in my 
behalf, which I had an account of from my sister, is such 
an instance of kindness and rci'ard.as will not snlTor me to 
l)e silent. I must beg leave to return you my best thanks 
for it, and at the same time let you know what a thorough 
and true sense 1 have of your' goodness to me, and the 
great honour you have rhme me by ap|tearing in iny favour. 

[ am .sulTieicnitly acquainted with your tlisllke to recom¬ 
mending, as well as the dcserveti regard that is paid to 
your juclgoinent and opinion, to know how to set a proper 
value on both, and bes tive success of this affair what it 
will, I think myself happy In having engaged in it, as it 
has been tire occasion of your showing that you lionoiirecl 
me witir some .share of your friendship and regard, which 
will alway.s be my greatest pleasure and praise. 

I suppose, Sir, you have beard wbat a hniulsome mark I 
Imvo lately received of tlic liishop of Cloyne's favour, and 
how handsomely it was given, unasked and unexpected, ■ 
and without any regard to kindred or application. It is a 
very good preferment, wortli at least three hundred pounds 
per annum, and is made much more valuable and agree¬ 
able, by the manner In which it was bestowed, and e.speci- 
ally by coming from a person whom you have an csteern 
for. I was the otlier day to view mj' luui.se, and was much 
pleased with the situation,which is very pretty and romantic. 
It stands on the bank of a fine river, in a vale between two 
ridges of hills, that are very green, pleasant, and wttcidy.^ 
Its nearness to Cork, being within (our milc.s of it, would 
make the deanery of that place a very convenient and 
desirable addition, and was what induced my frieiuls to 
think of it for me. What success their npi>licalions are 
likely to meet with, I cannot say; thl.s I am sure of, that I 
cannot be deprived of the .sincere satisfaction I receive from 
having your interest and good wishe.s, and shall always 
retain a most grateful remembrance of them. The Hishop 
of Cloyne desires you will accept of his best .services, and I 
beg you will believe me, with the greatest respect, .Sir, 

Your most obliged and obedient humble servant, 

Ciiu. Donnixlan. 

Donnclinn mvtsl to him tho living in whicli lie liiut been iirtittcnled in 
timl tiloccHo (.fw/ira, p. a,) 3 , n, i), nnd wii« wriiiiij; frmii liis house. 

' IJonnellmi’s imiisli, inniscarrii, is ttiiUiticU on the river Lee, and 
is rcmni'kablo fur (he henuty of its seeimry. 
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MLX. [Gentleman's Magasine.'’] 

Swift to Benjamin Motte 

November i, 1735. 

SIK,“ 

Mu. Faulkner In printing those volumes did what I 
much disliked, and yet what was not in my power to 
hinder, and all my friends pressed him to print them, and 
gave him what manuscript copies they had occasionally 
gotten from me. My desire was, that those works should 
have been printed in London, by an agreement between 
those who had a right to them. I am. Sir, with great 
truth, 

Your most humble and affectionate servant, 

Jon, Swift. 


MLXI. [Deane Stvift.} 

Mrs. I’KNDARVKS TO SWIFT 

PiiradiHO,* Abvember 8, 1735, 

Sir, 

I THINK T have been a great while without writing to 
you, and hope you arcj of my mind.* I would rather be 
chicl by you for my .silence than have you pa,ss it over 
quietly, for that would have such an air of indifference as 
would greatly alarm me. Ab.sencc is generally thought a 
great weakencr of inclination ; I am apt to think it will 
prove my friend with you. Our acquaintance was .so short, 
I had not time to di.sgrace my.selr with you.’ I wa.s am- 

' N. S., vol. xliii, p, 360, 

’ It would appear from wliat follows that .Swift's letter of a? Oct¬ 
ober bad crossed one from Motte complaining of the circulation of 
Faulkner's edition of Swift's " Works" in England. 

' .Sir John .Stanley’s villa (su/ira, p. 89). 

* Ah appears from the last paragraph, she bad received a reply to 
her letter of 16 May from Swift, but bad evidently not rospondocl to it 
before. 

* Sii/ira, vol. iv, p. ,135, n. i. 

V 
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bilious of gaining your esteem, and put on all my best airs 
to elTcct it; I lefl^'ou at a critical moment; another month s 
conversation might have ruined ;Ul. I still w'' 

encourage your indulgent way of thinking of me. W 'fil- 
will you gain by <liscovering my follies, and I shall hise the 
honour of your frien(ishi[), which loss cannot lie reiiaued in 
England or Ireland. If Mrs. Donnel an is my true friend, 
she has, by way of excusing me, toUl you my distress for 
my .sister, which now I hoiie i.s over. I refer you O 
Mrs. Ihmncllan for her character, and that will justify to 
you my great care and concern for her. 

^ I cannot help lamenting Dr. Dclanys retirement. 1 ex- 
ncctccl hin benevolent disposition would not have sunered 
{dm to rob his friends of the pleasure and advantage of us 
company: if you have not power to draw him from liis 
solitude, no other person can pretend to do it. 1 was in 
hopes the weekly meetings would have been renewed and 
continued. Mr.s. Donnellan is mucb disappomlcd, anti 1 
fear I am no longer a toast. ,, . 

I am thorougbly convinced that a rcaisonablc creaUire 
may live with more comfort avul cretUt in Dublin than m 
London; as much convinced of it,as that I .should be richer 
with eigiit lumdred pounds a year than four. But to what 
purpose is it for me to regret my poverty? My lot is thrown 
on English ground; I have no pretence to fly my country; 
fiu*nish luo with one, und you huvo hud tcinptutions onuugh 
in my way to make me rcatly to embrace ib 

I have been two months in Ihks place, which has all the 
advantages of the country, ns t]uletnesH, chea|)iiess, and 
wholesome air. I use a good deal of exercise in the morn¬ 
ing; in the evening I rend a play with an audible voice. I 
am now reading Beaumont and Fletcher’s Works; they 
entertain me extremely. Sometimes I read a litt e phi¬ 
losophy, Derhnm’.s Lectures.' Many things are too abstruse 
for me in that study, but I fancy myself in some respects 
much wiser than I was before I read them. 1 f you t o not 
approve of my studies, I hope vou will recommend what 
you think will be more to my advantage. 

I am sorry to find, by your letter, that Mrs. ^Donnellaii 
does not sec you often; she cannot be pleased with a sltua- 

* "l*liy»iro-‘l‘licol«Kyi ora I j<!monslriiii<tn of tlio HoinR anil Anri' 
bates of (WkI from Mis Works of Creation,*' which Willimn Merliam 
delivered nn hoylc l.ccuner. 
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tion that prevents her having that .satisfaction. I clepentied 
upon yovir meeting often, and what i.s more, u()an being 
.sometimes the .subject of your conversation. 1 am glad to 
hear of her brother’s promotion; he very well tle.serve.s good 
fortune; he knows how to enjoy it handsomely,und scorns 
to court it meanly, I think I have made you n country 
vi.Hit. If I have not quite tired you, I hope you will soon 
challenge another. I know you pay mo a great compliment 
in writing, and, if I was very well bred, I ought not to insist 
upon your doing anything that may give you trouble, but 
I only consider my own advantage, and cannot give up a 
corre.spondence I value so much. 1 am, .Sir, 

Your most obliged and humble .servant, 

M. J’liNllAUVES. 


MLXII. [Deane Swift,] 

Swil-'T AND THU RUV. T1IOMA.S SlIKUIDAN TO 
Mr.s. Whiteway 

November V,, 1735. 

Swift 

Madam, 

Novemiiku 3 , to Dunshangblin, twelve long miles, very 
weary; November 4 , to Kells, .sixteen miles, ten tinies 
wearier; the sth, to Cro.s.skcys, seventeen long inilc.s, fifty 
times wearier; the fith, to Cavan, five miles, weariest of all; 
yet I bailed every day, and dinerl where t lay, and thi.s very 
day I am weary, and my .sliin liad, yet I never looked on 
It. I have been now the third day at Cavan, tlie Doctor's 
Canaan, the dirtiest place I ever saw, with the vvor,st wife 
and daughter, and the mo.st cursed sluls and ,servanl.s on 
this side Scotland.* Let the Doctor do his part. 

' “I was there at hia arrival," aaya the yovniucr .Slieritinn, "niul 
tUiring iliQ whole time of hia contlmmiice there. It Ri ieved me much 
to aeo Hiicli a change in him. Hia person was quite emaciated, and 
bore tlic marks of many more years thmi had passed over Ida liend. 
HU memory greatly impaired, ami hia oilier incultioa much on the 
decline, Ilia temper peevish, frotrul, morose and prone to sudden fits 
of passion ’’ (*' Life,” p. 386), 
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Shkridan 

Not quite so bad, I assure you, althouKh his teul was 
spoiled in tlic roastinR; and I can assure you that the dirt 
of our streets is not (|uite over his slioes, so that he can 
walk dry. If he woultl wear goloshes, as I do, he would 
have no cause of complaint. /\s for my wife and daughter, 
I have nothing to say to them, and therefore nothing to 
answer for them. I hope wlien the weather mends, that 
everything will be better, except the two before mentioned. 
Now the Dean is to proceed. 


Swift 

In short, bvit not literally in short, I got hither, not safe 
and sound, but safe and sore. Looking in my equipage 1 
Haw a great packet that woighctl a pound j I thought it whh 
iron, but found it Spanish liquorice, enough to serve tins 
whole county who had coughs for nine years. My beast 
toUi me it was you forced him to put it all up. 1 ray go 
sometimes to the Deanc'ry, and .see how the world goes 
there. The Doctor is a philosopher above all economy, like 
Philosopher Webber.' i am drawing him into a little clean- 
liiK'HH about luH house, The cook roasted tliis day a fine 
teal to a cinder; for the wife and daughter .said, tlicy did 
not know but I loved it well rnasted, Iba Doctor* snica 
Ins last Illness* complains that he has a stmitncHs m his 
breast, and a difHculiy in breathing. Pray give hiiyi your 
advice, and I will write to your brotlier Mclsluim tins post 
for hls.“ Write me no news of the Club,’' and get one of 
them to frank your lettcr.s, that tlicy may be worth 
reading. 

SiiKHinAN 

Dear Madam, I beg you may rather think me like the 
devil, or my wife, tlmn Webber. I do assure you tliat my 
house, and all about it, is clean in ptitenfin. If you do not 
understand so much logic, Mr. Harrison' will loll you; but 
1 suppose you ignorant of uotliing but doing anything 


' AV///VI, n, 108, n. a. . 

’ Mrs. Wliito\v.iy prided herself ovidcnlly on her kiutwledfie of llio 
healing art. 

/.(?., Ihc Parliamenl. , , 

' Her eldest son,'rheophiUis Harrison, who died soon afterwards. 
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wrong. Bg pleased to send me one of your fattest pigeons 
in a post letter, and I will send you in return a fat goose, 
under cover to one of the Club. The Dean may say what 
he pleases of my ay con 0 my,' but I assure you I have 
this moment in my house, a quarter of fat beef, a fat .sheep, 
two mallards, a duck, and a teal, beside some fowl in squad- 
rtjns. I wish you were here. Ask the Dean if I have not 
fine ale, table drink, good wine, and a new pair of tables. 
Now hear the Dean. 


Swift 

It grows dark, and I cannot read one syllable of what 
the Doctor last writ; but conclude all to be a parcel of 
lies. How are eldest master and miss, with your clerk and 
school-boy? So God ble.ss you all. If the Doctor hath any¬ 
thing more to say, let him conclude, us I do, with assur¬ 
ance that I am ever, with great affection, yours, etc. 

Read as you can, for I believe I have made forty mistakes. 
Direct for mo at Doctor Sheridan’s in Cavan; but let a 
Clubman frank it, as I do this. Mr, Rochfort is my franker:’ 

youns may bo General-, or some other (great beast of a) 

hero. My two puppies have, in the whole journey, over 
puppied their puppyships. Most abominable bad firing; 
nothing but wet turf 

J|ci»Ulcs this son, who wns n gmdimlc of Diililin University, Mrs. 
wltiloway liacl by her nmrringc to Mr. Harrison (si/p-a, vol. iv,p. loo, 
n. 1) a daughter, the Molly of these loiters, who became Deane .Swift's 
wife, and by her marriage to Mr. Whitosvay two sons, Ffolliott and 
John, who adopted respectively the professions of an allotnoy and a 
surgeon. At least ono of her sons had been at Sheridan’s acltool. .See 
Appendix XIII. 

‘ Kconpmy. 

In spile of his father’s ardent Toryism Nim Rocltfort had con- 
irivod on the accession of George I to retain his sent for Ballyshnnnon 
(supra, vol. iii, p, 128, n. a), and had been elected on tbo accession of 
George II one of the ropresontnlivcs of Mullingar, the principal town 
in the Rochforts’ own county. It is evident from Mrs. I’ilkington’s 
” Memoirs" iliat ho was an habUui of (ho Deanery, and as has boon 
mentioned, ho was one of the friends Stella selected as her executors. 
In my ojrinion there can bo no doubt that it was to Nim Rochforl’s 
vvlfo Swift adclrcascd the “ Letter to a Very Young Ijxdy on her Mar¬ 
riage " (" I’rosB Works,’’ xi, 114) as she was married at the time it was 
written, and belonged to a family, tho Stauntons, known to Swift (supra, 
vol. iii, p. 299). 
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SllKUlHAN 

The clcvU a lie I writ, nor will I write to the end of my 
life. May all happiness attend you and your family. I am, 

with all «aod wishes and affection. 

Your most oliedicnt humble servant, 

Thomas Shkuiuan. 

Yon wore idaniiy saucy, who iliil not like my nutsI do 
assure you my doi^ Lampey cracks them; the Dean is rny 


M LX 111. [Dmue A wi/Al 

MKS. VVlUTinVAY TO SWH-T 

A\n*mhv H» 1735* 

SiK 

I know’ the momentyoutnok this letter into j^our hand 
what you said, which was, pox on all Irish writers, and 
Irish letters. It is very little trouble I am tjoing to give 
you, only be pleased to answer the (Vdlowing questions. 
How docs your leg do? I low is your head? How Is your 
stomach? How many day.s were you on the road? 1 ow 
did you lie? How does Dr. Sheridan? How do you like 
Cavan? And how do all the good victuals Dr. Sheridan 
prornivSecl you turn out? And noW| Sir, I yrm will l>« 
pleased to suppose, that I began my letter by entreatuig the 
favour of hearing from you; and if that is too great an 
lujnour for me. that you will order somebody else lo do it 
Dr, Sheridan would give sixpence I would ask wliu. rine on 
his chair, make me a low bow, and uncover, to have the 

opportunity of telling me, . i 

Now, to write politely, when 1 change rny subject, ! 
always break off, and begin a new [hiragraim.^ Mr, Waner 
has printed an advertiHcment, oiTering ten guineas reward 
to any person that will cliscovor the author ol a paragraph, 
said to be the case of one Mr, Throj)/ I do not know 

» The nufTcrinas of Mr. Thrnp, lo which there h a rcfcjrenre in ihe 
Lewion ClulV’ arc sci forih ai IriiKih in a pnniphlai cmulrci' A Narra¬ 
tive of the t'aflcnf the Reverend Mr. Koncr 'I'hrnp, A,M.,de(:sd, lately 
Rector of Kilconnan in the diorcHe of l,imenck, taken from a Manu- 
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whethei' you heard anything of such an affair before you 
left town, but I think it is said there is some trial to be 
about it before the House of Commons, either next week, 
or the week following. I beg you will not leave your papers 
and letters on the tabic, as you used to do at the Deanery, 
for boys and girls and wives will be peeping; particularly 
be pleased to take care of mine. It is certain I write cor’ 
rcctly, and with a great deal of method; but however I am 
afraid of Curll. Dr. Sheridan has my free leave to read 
this, on condition he burns it instantly; but first let him 
take notice of all the compliments I make him. May be 
you imagine that if you answer this, you will be no more 
plagued with my letters; but I have learned from Molly 
never to have done with my demands on you: therefore 
write, or not write, unless you command otherwise, you 
.shal,! hear once a week from, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most obliged humble servant, 

Maktha WmTi:\VAY. 

Molly is just come from the Deanery; everything is in 
g( 5 od order. She saw Mrs. Ridgeway there. Young Harri¬ 
son and his sister' present you their most obedient respects. 


MLXIV. {])cnnc ►Sw/JA] 

-Tt) .Swil'-T 


CoKtlctown, 9 , 173S' 

HONOUKKD .SlK, 

Excuse a .stranger’s address; nothing but the opinion I 
have of your generosity and humanity could encourage me 
to lay before you the enclosed poem, being the product of 


script drawn up by hint in his Lifc-limo. 1739 -” in ii'js pantphlot Mr, 
Throp is roprcRontod ns Iho victim of tlio moat nwful tyranny on iho 
part of Colonel John Wnllcr, who “from boinK his patron became his 
persecutor,” and is accused incidentally of bcinK responatblo for no 
less f.rimoB than arson and aliempled murder. Ihrop had boon _a 
coilcffo pupil of Dolany's, who is anid to have shown hint much kind¬ 
ness unclor Ilia poraocution by Wnllcr, and ns 

Swift Wits Iho niilhor of iho parngraplt to winch Mrs. Wliiteway 


alludes. 

‘ I.e,, Molly {sufira, p. 
object for .Swift's bnnlev. 


a6o, n. 4). She appears to have served ns an 
See Appendix XlV. 
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a woman’s pen. I see the .severe strokes you lay on the 
faulty part of our sex, from which number I do not pretend 
to exempt myself: yet venture to desire your judgement 
of thus little unfinished piece, which I send you without 
giving my.self the leisure to correct it, willing that your 
hand .should bestow the last beauties. The Muse is my 
best companion, and if you compassionate tiu: tlesolate, 
permit me this satisfaction, since a book and a lonely walk 
are all the gratifications I alTord my senses, though not 
dulled with years. I must intreat you to throw away two 
or three lines in answer to this; and beg leave to conceal 
my name, till I have the honour of writing to you again, 
which If you will allow, I shall trouble you with n view of 
several skclchc.s that I writ occasionally,and will no longer 
conceal the name of, Honoured Sir, 

Your must humble .servant, 

M. M. 

Sir, direct to Mr.s. Mary Moran, at Castletown, near 
Gorcy, in the county of Wexford. 


MLXV. [OHp'tial*] 

Lady IClizaiiktii Gkkma[n to Swikt 

Loiulnii, Nm^mkr i.), 1735. 

1 noNKSTLV confess I was honoured with yours above a 
month ago,’ which ought in all love and reason to have 
been answered a great while since, but 1 know your sauci- 
nc.ss, as well as you know my niece's, with this difference, 
that as age i.s to mend hers, that makes yours grow worse, 
and the an.swcr to mine had beenOh I she can give a 
quick reply to mine now the Luke and Duchess arc here; 
.she wants to know more frequently how and what they do." 

[ can tell you no story of the ring, which you want to 
know, but that it came to my hands through proper wind¬ 
ings and turnings from an F.arl of Peterborough F and the 
connoi.sHuurs .say, it i.s an antique, aiul a pretty good one. 

' In iho Hi'iliflh Museum. .See I'rcfnet;. 

’ A reply lo lier Icucr of j| Septeniber {.rw/ni, p, aaS). 

’ y.ft, ihrougli lier luislinml’s firsi wife vol. iv, p. 363). 
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I am very well pleased and happy, if it ever serves to put 
yo\i In mind that 1 am your humble servant. 

Though I came but last week from my hoiusein Northamp- 
tunshire, I cannot say the weather permitted me much oxer' 
cisu abroad ; but as that house is large, the necessary step.s 
the mistress mu.st make, is some, and I never lost anytime 
i could get to walk out, and sometimes drove out in a 
chair, witli one horse; for, ns I am a very bad rider, I ap¬ 
prove much more of that than mounting my palfrey. And 
whether it was this, or country air, or chance, I know not; 
but, thank God, I am at present as well as ever I was in 
my life. 

I am wholly ignorant who is or will be IJishop of Cork; 
for his Grace is such a conceited silly man that he never 
vouchaai^es to consult me in the affairs of his kingdom. I 
only know that I wish heartily for Dr. VVhitcombe, becau.so 
he seems to be a modest good .sort of a man; and that bc- 
.sides, by your commands, I was the thoroughfare for a stop 
to his preferment before;' and therefore, if I was his Grace, 
since there can be no objection against him in this, he 
should have it. But as these matter.s are above my capacity, 
I do assure you I tlo not in the least pretend to meddle 
with tlicm. 

1 ho|»e, whenever you ask me about the Countess and 
George, I shall be able to answer you, as I can safely do 
now, that as yet there is no sort of aiipearance that they 
like one another the wor.se for wearing. Mrs, Composition 
i.s much your humble servant, and has not yet got her 
winter cough. God bless you, and adieu. 


MLXVI. [DMHfi 


Mrs. Sican to Swift 


ij* 1735. 


Rev* Sir ^ 

A GENTLEMAN, who has just arrived from Paris, brought 
me a letter from my son, who presents his duty to you, and 


* p. i33t . , , , i 

® U !s cvUkni from lliose loUora limt Mrfl. Sican (xw/m» vol. Iv, 
p. lai) continued to enjoy Swift^® favour and was a constant visitor at 
the Deanery. 
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clesirefl me to send you the enclosed. I am sure I was glad 
of any occasion to write to you, in hopc.s of the pleasure of 
hearing you were well, and arrived safe at the land of 
Canaan. The hurt you received in your shin, I was afraid 
would prevent your going out of town. I beg to know how 
it i.s now. I believe you will be pleased to hear poorThrop 
has had justice done him in {’ollegc Green. The trial lasted 
till midnight, aiui two-thirds of the House were for him.‘ 
lie is now going to petition the i louse to olilige Colonel 
Waller to waive his |*rivilege, but it is thought he will not 
obtain that favour. 

r.udy Acheson came to town yesterday. She desired me 
to present her beat respects to you, atul tell you .she is 
.something better. Lord Orrery i.s fretting himself to death 
that he did not come to town time enough to^ enjojf the 
happiness of your convcrsation.“ Our Irish ladies made a 
fine appearance the birth-day ' at the Castle, nothing about 
them Irish but their souls and botlies; 1 think the)’ mav 
be compared to a city on fire, which slnncs by that which 
deslroy.s them. .Several dealers In raw .silk arc broke: the 
weavers having no encouragement to work up the silk, sold 
it, and thank the money. I beg yon will give mv service 
to Dr. Sheridan, who 1 hope is recovered. Ills old friend 
Lord Clancarty drinks so hard, it is believed he will kill 
himself before his law-suit is ended.' I hope yon will like 
the country about a month, and then order Miu Whllewtiy 
and me to bring n conch and six and set you safe at Intine, 
for this i.s no riding weather. I am, with the mo.st i>rol'uund 
respect, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged Inimble servant, 

1C .SiCAN. 


’ On 7 Oclobor n complaint Itnd been mmlc to llm I louse of Com- 
mons dial Throp bail eoinmiucd a breach of privilcttc in intaitiiiinff 
an action n|;nin»i Waller, who was a member, and bad been referred 
to the CommiUec of t'rivilcgcs. The Corntnittoe met on 13 Nnveitdier 
lo hear the complaint, and after a number nf witneKwn hml been ex¬ 
amined, the “Narrative p.afia, n. 1) isnya: “The tpieslion wan 

pill for the Chairman's leavuiK die chair, and 1 arried in the affirm- 
ntivc, not above twenty people hrtvinv divided lit favour of die Colonel, 
and most of those had the honour lo lie nearly allied to him.'* 

'* About ihnl lime Orrery wrote lo I’opc: "The I lean is wi ilulct 
(Uem, All (he moments I steal from nuorncys, itKeiiis and solicitors 
re passed when I am at Hiiblin with him’' (“ fJrrcry I'apers," i, ii|i). 
" /.<r„ dint of Cieorge 11 on 30 October. 

' Supra^ p. 306. 
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Jliiclosim. 

John Sican to Swift 

Paris, OcMet so [O.S. 9 ], 1735- 

Honoured Siu,‘ 

Mu. Aruuthnot’s absence from Paris was tlie occa¬ 
sion of his not receiving your kind iettertiil within these 
few days," but upon the reception of it lie treated me with 
great civility, Invited me to dinner, and inquired very 
earnestly concerning your health, whicli was drunk by a 
large company then present; for though you were pleased 
to tell me you had no acquaintance at Paris, I can safely 
affirm, that as often as I have been for half an hour with 
any English gentlemen, some one or other has had the 
vanity to any he know you. Me has, in a very <)bliging 
manner, promised me any acta of friendship in his power, 
whether I remain at Paris, or should proceed to the south 
of France; and seems to be a gentleman possessed of a 
large share of wit, good huraour,_ sincerity, and honesty; 
though, uijon the closest inspection, I could not perceive 
tile hair in the palm of his hand. I have met with another 
exception to that rule in the Chevalier Ramsay, who 
sends you his best respects." 

1 have emi»loyed tlie greatest part of this summer in 
taking a view of everything curious within lour leagues 
of this city, Imt shall not trouble you with a detail of 
palaces, paintings, statues, etc., as I Hatter myself Mr. 
Arbuthnut’s frieiully solicitations, joined to a due regard 
to your health, will prevail upon you to undertake that 

' The wrilcrwas the author of "VeracssaiU to tho Dean on hie llirlli- 
clay, wUli Pino’s tlonice, finely bound" f"Poetical WorkB,” i, aoo). 
Ho was a Bcholar and ginditnie in arts of Dublin University, and was 
then Iwonly-tbroo years of a}tc. IJiubt years later he lookout a degree 
in modiclno. "This young goiUlcnian,” says Deane Swift, "was at 
last unforiiinatoly murdorod, as lie was travelling in Italy in a post- 
chaise, by n person who fired his pistol at him from another post- 
cliaisc, upon some dispute between tlie drivers contending for the 
way." In announcing liis dentil, which occurred in tho summer of 
17 S 3 > d'® " Gentleman’s Maga/ine” says that Dr. Sican was well 
known in tho learned world, niul that ho was shot near Naples, 

" Tlie allusion is to Dr. Arbiillinol’s brother Robert {supra, vol. iv, 

^ Ilipra, vol. iv, p. 79- 
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journey next summer. The rands nre excellent, past- 
chni8e.s very commotlious, and the bed.s the best in the 
world; but the face of the country in ^feneral is very 
wretched, of which I cannot tnention a more lively in¬ 
stance than that you meet with womlcn .slioes nnr! 
cottapos like those in Ireland, before you lo.se sipht of 
Ver.saille.s. I am persuaded. .Sir, yon will find a pinliciu 
Inr pleasure in tnkinp a view <if the l''rench noblemen's 
huu.ses, nrisinp from the .similitiule between the pood 
treatment the Mouhynhnms meet with here, and that 
which you have observed in your former travels. The 
.stablc.s that Lewis the Fourteenth has built are very 
magnificent—I should do them an injury in aimparing 

them to the Palace of St. jHmcs’.s-.yet these .seem but 

mean to anyone who lias .seen that of the Duke of llour- 
bon at Chantilly, which lies in a straiglit line, and con- 
tain.H 9tall.H for near a thou.sand horses, with large 
intervahs between each, and might very well, at first view, 
be mistaken for a noble palace; .some hundreds of 
Yahoos are constantly emplnyc<l in keeping it clean. 
Hut if anyone would be astonished, he must imy a visit 
to the machine of Marly, by incans of which, water is 
rai.sed half a mile up a hill, and from thence conveyed a 
league further to Ver.sailles, to supiily the water works, 
Lewis might have .saved this vast expense, and have hatl 
a more agreeable .situation, liner |»roHpecl.s, and water 
enough, by building his palace near the river; but then 
he would not have conquered nature. 

Upon reading Iktileau’s account of the Pefit Affimn, 
or Hedlam of J’aris,* I was tcmpletl to go sec it. It is a 
low flat buildinijf, without any upper ruuiiKs, and might 
be a good plan for that you inteml to found, but that it 
tiikes up a greater space than tlie city perhaps woukt 
give. This Is common to men and women. There is 
another vastly more capacious, and conHlsting of several 
.stories, called the HopUtil ties Femmes, for the use of the 
fair .sex only. I .shall not presume to lake up any ijart 
of your time in describing the people of France, .since 
they have been so excellently painterl by Julius (hesar, 
near two thou.sand years ago. If there be any difTerence, 
they arc obliged for it to the tailor.s ami perukc-makcr.s. 

* .*>atirc IV: “Lcs Polics Miiniaines.” 
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The ladies only might help to improve the favourable 
opinion you have always entertained of the sex, upon 
account of their great usefulness to mankind, learning, 
modesty, and many other valuable qualities. I should 
have informed you. Sir, that Mr. Arbuthnot inquired very 
kindly after Mr. Leslie,* but as I have not the honour to 
know that gentleman, I was not able to satisfy him, but 
referred him to you, who can do it much better than. Sir, 
Your most obliged, humble servant, 

J, SrcAN. 


MLXVII. \peane 

Swift and the Rev. Thomas Sheridan to 
Mrs. WiirriswAY 

Cnvan, November iS) 1735 ' 

Swift 

Dear Madam, 

... I WRIT the above lines in the dark, and cannot read 
them by a candle: what I meant was to boast of having 
written to you first, and given you a full account of my 
journey.’* I enclosed it in a cover to Mr. Rochfort, in which 
r desired he would .send it to your house; the Doctor had 
ills .share in the letter; although we could not give satis¬ 
faction to all your questions, I now will to some. My leg 
i.s rather worse, but an honest man, an apotliecary here, 
.says it begins to ripen, and it is In no manner of danger, 
but I ventured to walk, which inflamed it a little. I now 
keep my leg ujion a level, and the easier because the 
weather is so foul that I cannot walk at all. This is the 
dirtiest town, and, except some few, the dirtiest people I 

‘ U is possible that the inquiry may not have boon for Robert 
Leslie p. 236), but for his brother Homy, who had scon service 

in the Spanish army. He resitled at Market Hill, and according'to Sir 
Waiter Scott f" Life,” p. 389), Swift stayed with him on the last occasion 
tliat he visited lltnt place. Ho is contrasted with his brother Robert by 
Swift in the following linos; 

“Young Harry when the poor arc pressing. 

Gives them a penny, and God’s blessing j 
But, always careful of llio main. 

With twopence left walks home In rain.” 

* p, 259. 
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ever saw, particularly the mistress, tlauK'l'ter, aiul servants 
of this house. My puiniy butler is very hapiiy, In; fimhnty 
himself among a race of fools almost as nasty as himsclh 

I must now put you upon travelling. Vim must inquire 
where .Sheill, my wine-merchant,‘ lives, aiul order him to 
have the twelve dozen of wine in bottles rcadv packed up. 
It must be the wine that was two months in bottles, us he 
assured me, before I left Dublin; for these a earner will 
be ready next week to bring ihein hither, the Deanery 
woman must l>e ready, aiul Kendrick untl l.inHl must 
assist,* and the carrier must lake them from hhicll .s cellar, 
ready packed up. My .service to Miss Harrison. I’ray 
send her hither by the fir-st carrier, and give her eighteen 
pence to bear her charges, of wliicii I will (lay threepence, 
and the Doctor intends paying another penm;. lly tlie 
conduct of this family. 1 apprehend the day of judgement 
is approaching; the father again.Ht the daughter, the wile 
against the husband, etc. I battle as well as I can, but m 
vain, and yon shall change my name to Doctor S/iiJi, V\;e 
abound in wiUblnwl, hy Uuj uf i\ gciiUcjinun in 

Ihi.s town, who shuut.s ducks, tcnl, woodcuckH, Hinpcs, hurcs, 
etc., for us. Our kitchen is ti hundred yards from the 
liiousc, but the way Is soft, and m fond of our shoes, that 
it covers them witli its favours. My first ntteinpt was to 
repair the summer-houHe, and make the way passable to it ; 
whereupon iiorca.s was so angry that he blew on the roof. 
This is the seventh day of my lauding here, of which wu 
have had two and a half tolerable. 

The Doctor is at school; when he comes I wil inquire 
who is thi.s rointmlic Chevalier ■—As to Waller s ad¬ 
vertisement, if I was in town 1 would, for the ten giimeus, 
let him know the author of the narrative, and 1 wi.sh you 
would, hy a letter in an unknown hand, inform him of 
what I say; for I want the money to repair some dc- 

" UoKcr l^dufeck anti Henry I,niul were die vur^jer tind ticxum 
rcsiHS'iIvcIy of Swift’s cnlliedml. from personnl remini-tceni^s wall 
winch ho luiM enriched the reKialers, it is cvideni ihnt Kendm k wns a 
clinrncter and a favourile of everyone cnnncclril wiih liin cnihcilral 
from die Avchbiahon downwards. In luhiitiim i« die olitce »>l veraer 
he lield dint of master of the clmrity st hoiil. I.itiul hiiil then hceti 
scxuin for hIhIcuu years, and ntcmiiiiu UuU naul nis deiun in 

1757. Aker Swifts dtmih U« mnmad Mvn, Kid^awny* 

^ This ucnlcncc appenra In rtiicr in mm nmiued from 

Mrs. Whiieway’s Icjiicr. 
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ficienciea here. My service to Miss Harrison and the 
Doctor,' and my love to the two boys, I shall still enclose 
to John Rochfort, exce[5t he fails in sending you my letters. 
Service to Mr.s. Morgan ; I hope her husband’s man has 
prevailed to be of the Club.” Adieu. Pray take care of 
the wine, on which my health depends, Beg a duck from 
the Doctor. 

Sheridan 

Beg a duckl Beg a dozen. You shall not beg, but com¬ 
mand. The Dean may talk of the dirtiness of this town, 
iaut I can assure you, that he had more upon his shoes 
yesterday than is at the worst In our corporation, wherever 
he got it. As for my part, I am tired of him, for I can 
never get him out of the dirt, and that my stairs, and the 
poor cleanly maids know very well. You know that he 
talks ironically. My wife and I are perfectly cosy; for we 
never see one another but by chance, etc. 


MLXVIII. \peane 

Mrs, Whitkway to Swift and the Rev, Thomas 
Sheridan 

November 15, 1735 - 

To Swift 
Sir, 

I AM most extremely obliged to j^ou for the honour you 
have done me, and the account is just what I feared, that 
you would be excessive weary, your shin bad, and disap¬ 
pointed in the Doctor's Canaan.' The latter I am sorry is 
not agreeable to you, but your shin gives me infinite 
trouble. I hope in God you have taken care of it! if it is 
any running sore, dress it twice a day with Venice tur¬ 
pentine, and the yolk of an egg beaten together, an equal 

' 7 .^,, her oldest son, 

Mrs. Morgan was the wife of Marcus Anthony Morgan, to whom 
Swift devotes thirty linos of tho “Legion Club *’(" Pooticnl Works,” 
270). Sho was a niece of tho first Earl of Bollnmont, and a cousin of 
Swift’s friend Charles Cooto. 

Supra, p. 259. 
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quantity of each. Spread it tlrick on a cloth, and bathe it 
once a day in warm milk; if it is only black and painful, 
apply warm rum to it often. Pray, Sir, t'ive ordm‘.H your 
meat may be inclifferontly clone, and if tlie cook fails, then 
desire it may be ill done; I have known thi.s receipt very 
.successful, and a dinner eaten with pleasure cooked with 
the.se dircction.s. 


To SlIKKIDAN 

You arc very rude, Doctor Sheridan, to interrupt me 
when I am speaking to the Dean; no wonder I am so bad 
a listener, when you arc always putting in \'t>ur word. Pox 
take that .straitncs.s in your breast, and ttiiTiculty iii breath* 
ing. Drink warm ptisan, and nothing else, except liquorice 
tea in the morning, and ride every day. 

To Swii-T 

Sir, I know nothing of the Spanish liquorice, unless it 
came with the rest of the thing.s from the apothccary'.s, or 
Mr.s. Sican; but so fur your .servant i.s right, that what 
buiKlles I found on the bed, I put up; I was wrong that I 
did not examine them. Let Dr. Sheridan take it plenti* 
fully, it is very good for him. I was at the Deanery two 
days ago; everything is right there; the floor you lie in 
is all clean, and I desired Mrs. Ridgeway to get the great 
chair covered, and Jane to put a fire once a week in janir 
chamber, and in the drawing-room, to air the ladies and 
gentlemen. One of the enclosed pupcr.s Mr, Kendrick dc- 
.sired me to .send; you .see I keep to my word, anti am 
determined never to trouble you with other people's busi¬ 
ness. 

To SllKKlDAN 

The vengeance take you, 'P)oclor, will you never be tpiict? 
I tell you 1 have never a fat pigeon for you; your goose I 
will not have; we arc overstocked with them; but I .send 
you Lolonel WalleP.M case, that came heflire ihe Mouse on 
Tliursday.' I believe you will wonder, that tifier llie heavy 
charges laid on Mr. Throp so justly bj' the Colonel that 
he was not ordered into custodj', but to the surprise of 
everybody, the chairman was voletl out of the chair at one 

‘ .S'w/or, |t. 
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of the clock in the motnlng,* and so the affair ended. It 
was a mi.stalce of about a month between 
Colonel Waller’s account and Mi‘. Throp’s in the serving 
of a .subpoena, and I think It was a scandalous thing, that 
a worthy member’s word should not be taken before a little 
parson’s oath, I suppose you expect I should answer your 
logic and compliments, but do you think I have nothing 
else to employ me but trifling away my time in murdering 
the iangruage with your ay con O mysl ’ I am no more a 
liar than j/ourself; therefore you are obliged to accept of 
my beat wishes and most humble respects; so I have done 
with you this time for good and all. 


To Swift 

Mr, Dean, I am sure Rochefoucauld’s maxim never fails: 
I am this moment an instance of it, taking a secret pleasure 
in all the little ruffles you meet with In the country, in 
hopes it will hasten you to town. My he olive branch has 
a more immediate loss than any of .us; his body suffers as 
well as hi.>5 mind, for since he cannot enjoy the happiness 
and benefit of your conversation, he applies himself too 
clo-Mc to his studies; in short, I think he Is almost in the 
state of the company he entertains himself with all this 
morning, and if you saw him in company of the attendants 
of the governor of Glublxlubdrib, you will find the .same 
horror sei/,e you by looking on his countenance." My fair 
dmiglitcr presents you her most humble and obedient re¬ 
spects; says she is not at all changed by your absence, for 
whenever she has the honour to see you, you will still find 
her the .same. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

Martha Whiteway. 

Jane just came here with a poem of Mr. Dunkin’s that 
was sent to the Deanery, and this letter that I enclose. 

* Tho Commilloo mot at four o’clock in tho afternoon. 

“ Economies. « “I’roBo Works,” viii, 903. 
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MLXIX. [Dcam SiviM 

Swift to Mks. Wiiitkway 

Cuv«n, Nmfemher t8, 1735. 

Dhau Madam, , 

We were undone for want of your anawer, and tnougnt 
that Mr, Rochfort was at his country scat, to whom I 
directed mine, as he was a franker. Never anything of so 
small a kind was ao vexatious to me as this broken shin. 

If I had apprehended the consequences, 1 would not have 
stirred from Dublin until it was cured. It has prevented 
my walking and riding. An apothccury. 
here, has it in care, and I cannot say I am better. But the 
surgeon of the barrack here, a friend to the Doctor, has 
been with me this morning, saw the sore, and says it is in 
a good way, and that he will consult with the apothecary, 
and soon make me well. It smarts more to-day than ever; 
but the surgeon said, it was because some powder callei 
precipitate (and like you) was put on this morning, to eat 
off the blak* .skin in the middle of the sore. It digests 
everyday, but I cannot digest it. I shall lose my health 
by sitting .still, and my leg in a chair, like a Grattan In the 
gout. I wish I had stayed at home, and you had been my 

^^''^o°aay truth, this town and country are .so disagreeable 
by nature and art. that I have no other tt'inpiation to rule 
or walk except that of health; our house, and f 

«trceLM, arc so perpetually and abominably dirty. hiKlu ul 
the inhabitantH came out to meet me a mile or two from 
town. The rcHt would have come but for Home imexiiectec 
Impediment, In Home days after, I invited the principal 
men In town to »up with me at the beat inn here. ^ 
were .sixteen of them, and I came off rarely for alnuit 
shillings. They were all very modest and obligntg. WikU 

^ “ DtirhiK ihifl visit it auneurctl by ninny inHiances," HheriUan 
Cn/ifr/' p. 3«7), “Uifii avnrU had then lnk(?n pnH?icHHum ciflnm to n 
Lrcat clcitree. Doctor Sheridan had pravailt^d on the, f 

fcavan lo ineol the Dean in a body at u phn e tmir milei^ ^ !! 

liie town to ( omplirnom him on hiH arrival. 1 he Doctor lold 
reuirii ho on^dii to invito them to an e«lcvlum|neni, with which the 
Dean aflor Homo lime, ihoiiKh not wiihmu manifest ’ 

plied. He ^ave them a very shaliby tlinner at the mn, and i ailed for 
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fowl is cheap, and all very good, except the ducks, which, 
though far from sea, have a rank taste from the lakes. It 
is nothing to have a present of a dozen snipes, teal, wood¬ 
cock, widgeon, duck, and mallard, etc. You would admire 
to see me at my endeavours to supply Deanery conveni¬ 
ences. The cunsed turf is two hours kindling, and two 
minutes decaying. 

You are a little too jocose upon Mr, Harrison’s counten¬ 
ance. I hope he has no return of illness, nor is more lean 
than^ I left him. He must borrow an hour more from his 
studies, and bestow it on exercise and mirth; otherwise he 
may be like the miser, who, by not affording himself 
victuals, died a dozen years the sooner, by which he lost 
many a thousand pounds more than if he had fed upon 
pheasants, and drank burgundy every day. I must now 
repeat^ the commission I mentioned. The old woman, 
Kendrick, and Land, must find out Shiell, the wine mer¬ 
chant; a carrier will go next week to the Deanery [and] be 
taught to find out Shiell with Kendrick. Shiell must, as he 
promised, pack up twelve dozen of his claret which has been 
bottled three months already. This must be given to the 
carrier by_ Shiell, and ready put up in some hampers as he 
will contrive. I hope Mr. Rochfort will be in town to send 
you this letter, I am ever yours; and my love to the girl 
and boys. 


MLXX. {Dennc 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway 


Dear Madam, 


[November i8, 1735.] 


To say the truth, I am not concerned for the Dean’s 
accident, since my friend Jacob says there is no danger in 
it; because it keeps him from his long walks, by which 
means I see he is gathering flesh, and I hope will gather 
health and wealth by being here; for, as the Scotchman 


says, where there is muck, there is luck. I have no news 


Ihc bill, before the guosls had got half enough of wine. He disputed 
several articles, said there were two bottles of wine more chargocf than 
were iiBcd, flew into a violent passion, and abused his servants grossly 
for not keeping bolter count." 
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but too much plenty of guttables; if we had agreeable 
companions as plenty as woodcocks, ducks, snipes, 
sociis, this would be a Paradise. I am, dear Madam, with 
all services aforesaid. 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 


Pray write to the Dean to behave himself better to me. 
I want you to stand by me. 


MLXXI. \peam Swift:\ 

Swift and the Rev. Thomas Sheridan to 
Mrs. Whiteway 

Cavan, November aa, 1735. 

Swift 

DEAR Madam, 

Having answered your long letter, which was improved 
by the Doctor's additions,' I now tell you that a Monday 
next, which will be the 24th instant, a carrier will go from 
hence, and is directed, by another letter to you, to manage 
the business of sending the twelve dozen of wine, which 
Mr. Shiell has ready bottled, and must see it packed up in 
his best manner in hampers or hogsheads, as I mentioned 
in my last, and that the wine was bottled, as he says, two 
months before I came away, Kendrick and Land and the 
woman will be your assistants. The fellow will be with you 
by Wednesday night or Thursday morning, and I will write 
by him. I cannot say my shin is yet better, although our 
apothecary and the barrack-surgeon attend me; but they 
see no danger, and promise I shall recover in a few days. 
Meantime, I dare neither walk nor ride; and yet I think 
my stomach is better, and so may continue until I grow 
weary of snipe, teal, widgeon, woodcock, hare, leveret, wild- 
duck, field-fare, etc. My service to your he and she brats. 
Let Kendrick, my verger, know what I write about the 
wine, that he and Land and the woman may be prepared; 
this will save me a letter to him. I am ever entihement d 
vous. 

^ the passages addressed to Sheridan {supm^ p. 271). 
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I shall never be quiet; a country author unknown has 
sent me a manuscript of two hundred pages for my judge¬ 
ment/ Pray send me the three quires of paper in quarto; 
for the Doctor hath swallowed up mine, and we have none 
left. 

Sheridan 

I can assure you, dear Madam, with pleasure, that the 
Dean begins to look healthier and plumper already; and I 
hope will mend every day. But, to deal plainly with you, I 
am a little afraid of his good stomach, though victuals are 
cheap, because it improves every day, and I do not know 
how far this may increase my family expenses. He pays 
me but two crowns a week for his ordinary, and I own, 
that I am a little top modest to grumble at it; but if you 
would give him a hint about wear and tear of goods, I 
make no doubt but his own discretion would make him 
raise his price. Pray do this, as you do all other things, in 
the handsomest manner you can. I am, to you and yours, 
as much yours as the Dean aforesaid. 

Swift 

I desire you will hint to the Doctor that he would please 
to abate four shillings a week from the ten, which he most 
exorbitantly makes me pay him; but tell him you got this 
hint from another hand, and that all Dublin cries shame at 
him for it. 


MLXXII. \peane I 

Mrs. Whiteway to Swift and the Rev. Thomas j 

Sheridan | 

November 22,1735. 1 

To Swift ; 

Sir, I 

I RECEIVE as a high favour your just reprimand for not 
answering your letter by the first post;’ nay, I will add ■ 

another fault to it, by endeavouring to excuse myself. It I 

‘ The allusion is evidently to the poem sent him from the county of 
Wexford {.supra., p. 263). I 

* Supra, p. 374. \ 
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was out of the highest respect I did not write, lest you 
should think me too forward in giving trouble. But, since 
I have your licence, I will not miss an opportunity of pay^ 
ing my most humble duty, and of acknowledging' the 
greatest obligations I ever lay under to any mortal. I have 
had the very ill fortune to come late under your care, yet 
even these disadvantages do not hinder you from acting 
the most friendly part, of endeavouring to enlarge my mind, 
and mend my errors; you see how industriously I avoid 
mentioning the word faults* When you left us, I did not 
think it would be possible for me to dread getting a letter 
from you, but the account of your leg, which I find worse 
and worse, alarms me to that degree, that I tremble for the 
consequence, I conjure you, dear Sir, not to trust any longer 
to country helps; your appetite, your health, is in the 
greatest danger by sitting so much as you must be obliged 
to do till that is well, I know life is as little regarded by 
you as anyone, but to live in misery, is what I am sure you 
ought to avoid, 

The wine was packed up on Tuesday last in a hogshead; 
I thought that was safer than a hamper; Mr, Kendrick and 
Land were by all the time; they and Mr. Shiell were here 
with me that night; they tell me they got large bottles, of 
which I gave a great charge. Mr, Shiell desires the wine 
may be kept in the same manner it is now packed, and 
taken out by half-dozens as it is used; the numbers taken 
out may be chalked on the head of the vessel, to see that 
justice is done; he thinks it will keep better that way than 
perhaps in a cellar, I think you came off scandalously cheap, 
with treating sixteen gentlemen for a moidore. 

To Sheridan 

Pray, Doctor Sheridan, when the Dean next uses you 
ill, tell him of his pitiful doings. 

To Swift 

My son is greatly obliged to you. Sir, for your care and 
advice, and assures me, your word shall be an oracle to 
him, He has not had a return of his disorder; yet his 
stomach is gone, and of consequence his spirits. Mr. and 
Mrs. Morgan ^ have commanded me to send you their most 

^ Sujfra^ p, 271, n. 2, 
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lent respects, and are much concerned about your leg. 
, Sir, date your letters. I believe both you and Dr. 
idan hate writing the word November; for not one of 
have been dated. I only hate the day of the month: 
ruth was in my last I could not recollect It, for I think 
jot it, and watched for some of the brats to tell me. 
I should do the same now, be pleased to remember I 
1 this November 22, 1735. I am. Sir, 

)ur most obedient and most obliged humble servant, 

Martha Whiteway. 

you are pleased to direct to me under cover to Mr. 
jan, I shall get your letters. Perhaps Mr. Rochfort 
go out of town, and then I should be long without 

L 


■CXIII. \l)cana 

William Pulteney to Swift 

hath, November 32 ,1735. 

Sir, 

HAVE been waiting for an opportunit)^ to write to you 
safety, because I had a mind to do it with freedom, 
particularly to explain to you what I meant, when I 
you, some time ago, that I was almost tired with 
jgling to no purpose against universal corruption.'^ I 
low at the Bath, where there are at present man)/ Irish 
lies, and though I have inquired of them all if any 
leman or servant was returning thither, yet I can hear 
one, so that I am forced, if I write at all, to trust my 
r by the common post, Nothing is more certain than 
this letter will be opened there, the rascals of tlie office 
s most infamous directions to do it upon all occa.sions; 
they would every man of them be turned out, If a letter 
ine to you should escape their intuition. I am think- 
what the Ministers mav get by their peeping; why, if 
►eak my mind very plainly, they may discover two 
gs; one is, that I Imve a very great regard for you; the 
r, that I have a very great contempt for them, and in 
ything I say or do, still .set them at defiance. These 

' Su/ra, p. 147. 
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things, if they did not know before, they are welcome to 
find out now, and I am determined in some other points 
likewise, to speak my mind very plainly to you. 

You must know then, that when I said I grew weary of 
contending with corruption, I never meant absolutely to 
withdraw myself from Parliament, perhaps 1 may not 
slacken even my personal opposition to the wicked measures 
of the administration, but really I find my health begins to 
require sorne attention,and I labour under a distemper which 
the long sittings in Parliament by no means agree with, 
When Mr* Faulkner delivered me your former letter—for 
I have since had one sent me hither by Mr* Pope^—I was 
just got up from my bed, where I had lain the whole night 
in most excessive torture, with a violent fit of the gravel I 
was not able to write you any answer by him, who was to 
depart in two days, and ever since I have been at this place 
drinking the waters, in hopes they may be of service to me, 
Besides this of my ill state of hpalth, I am convinced that 
our constitution is already gone, and we are idly struggling 
to maintain, what in truth has been long lost, like some old 
fools here, with gout and palsies at fourscore years old, 
drinking the waters in hopes of health again* If this was 
not our case, and that the people are already in effect slaves, 
would it have been possible for the same Minister, who had 
projected the Excise scheme, before the heats it had occa¬ 
sioned in the nation were well laid, to have chosen a new 
Parliament again exactly to his mind, and though perhaps 
not altogether so strong in numbers, yet as well disposed 
in general to his purposes as he could wish? * His master, I 
doubt, is not so well beloved as I could wish he was; the 
Minister, I am sure, is as much hated and detested as ever 
a man was, and yet, I say, a new Parliament was chosen of 
the stamp that was desired, just after having failed in the 
most odious scheme that ever was projected, 

After this, what hopes can there ever possibly be of 
success? Unless it be from confusion, which God forbid I 
should live to see, In short, the whole nati on is so abandoned 
and corrupt, that the Crown can never fail of a majority in 
both Plouses of Parliament; he makes them all in one 
House, and he chooses above half in the other, Four-and- 

_ ^ Neither of these letters survives* The first was presumably sent 
in September {mpra^ p, 225), 

^ A general election had taken place in the preceding year. 
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twenty Bishops and sixteen Scotch Lords, is a terrible 
weight in one; forty-five from one country,^ besides the 
west of England, and all the government boroughs, is a 
dreadful number in the other. Were his Majesty inclined 
to-morrow to declare his body coachman his first Minister, 
it would do just as well, and the wheels of government 
would move as easily as they do with the sagacious driver, 
who now sits in the box. Parts and abilities are not in the 
least wanting to conduct affairs: the coachman knows how 
to feed his cattle, and the other feeds the beasts in his ser¬ 
vice, and this is all the skill that is necessary in either case. 
Are not these sufficient difficulties and discouragements, if 
there were no others, and would any man struggle against 
corruption, when he knows, that if he is ever near defeating 
it, those who make use of it, only double the dose, and 
carry all their points farther, and with a higher hand, than 
perhaps they at first intended? 

Besides all this, I have had particular misfortunes and 
disappointments. I had a very near relation of great abilities, 
who was my fellow labourer in the public cause.“ He is gone. 
I loved and esteemed him much, and perhaps wished to see 
him one day serving his country in some honourable station. 
No man was more capable of doing it, nor had better inten¬ 
tions for the public service, than himself, and I may truly 
say, that the many mortifications he met with, in ten or 
twelve years struggling in Parliament, was the occasion of 
his death. I have lost likewise the truest friend, I may 
almost say servant, that ever man had, in Mr, Merril.’ He 
understood the course of the revenues, and the public 
accounts of the kingdom, as well, perhaps better, than any 
man in it. It is utterly impossible for me to go through the 
drudgery by myself, which I used to do easily with his 
assistance, and herein it is that opposition galls the most 

These several matters I have enumerated, you will allow 
to be some discouragements; but nevertheless, when the 
time comes, I believe you will find me acting the same 
part I have ever done, and which I am more satisfied with 
myself for having done, since my conduct has met with 

' /.e., Scotland. ■ , 

“ His cousin, Daniel Pulteney, whose “hatred of Walpole was im¬ 
placable" (“ D, N. B,," xlvii, 25). He is said to have induced William 
l^ultcncy to form the Opposition to him. 

’ John Merril, who sat for St. Albans. 
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your approbation, and give me leave to return you my 
sincere thanks for the many kind expressions of your 
friendship, which I esteem as I ought, and will endeavour 
to deserve as well as I can. You inquire after Boling- 
broke, and when he will return from France.’ If he had 
listened to your admonitions and chidings about economy, 
he need never have gone there, but now I fancy he will 
scarce return from thence, till an old gentleman,” but a very 
hale one, pleases to die. I have seen several of your letters 
on frugality to our poor friend John Gay, who needed them 
not, but true patriotism can have no other foundation. 
When I see Lords of the greatest estates, meanly stooping 
to take a dirty pension, because they want a little ready 
money for their extravagances, I cannot help wishing to 
see some papers writ by you, that may, if possible, shame 
them out of it. This is the only thing that can recover our 
constitution, and restore honesty. I have often thought, 
that if ten or a dozen patriots, who are known to be rich 
enough to have ten dishes every day for dinner, would in¬ 
vite their friends only to two or three, it might perhaps 
shame those who cannot afford two, from having constantly 
ten, and so it would be in every other circumstance of life; 
but luxury is our ruin. 

^ This grave stuff that I have written, looks like preach¬ 
ing, but I may venture to say to you, it is not, for I speak 
from the sincerity of my heart. We are told a peace Is 
made) if it be truej I am satisfied out* Ministers did not so 
much as know of the negotiation. The articles, which are 
the o^ensible ones, are better than could be expected, but 
I doubt there are some secret ones, that may cost us dear, 
and I am fully convinced the fear of these.will furnish our 
Ministers a pretence for not reducing a single man of our 
army. 

I have just room to tell you a ridiculous story has hap¬ 
pened here. In the diocese of Wells the Bishop and his 
Chancellor have quarrelled/ The consequence has been, the 
Bishop has excommunicated the Chancellor, and he in 


3 ?* r ^ i Boling-broke^s father. 

h.A ki for a peace in the War of the Polish Succession 

had been signed on 3 October. 

Wells was then held by John Wynne, whose 
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vicitfljinn r.r Afchcleacons. A 

hpinfY- t>l->tr> frt « was appointed: the Bishpp not 

f«. ifjn '•n^ directed his Archdeacons to visit 

roi him. Xhe Chancellor alleges from the constitution of 
him, this cannot be, and that the Bishop can delegate his 
power to nobody b«t himself: so that probably all the 
cleigy "'ho p,-| Chancellor will be excom¬ 

municated by the Bishop, and all who do not obey the 
orders of the Archdeacons will be excommunicated by the 
•oisiiop, and all who obey the orders of the Archdeacons 
wil be excoranaunicated by the Chancellor. The Bishop 
in the Catneclral, when the sentence of excommunication 
was goiti^ tead, sent for it, and tore it in the open 

church. ^ he Chancellor afterwards affixed it on the church 
doors. There are a great many more very ridiculous cir¬ 
cumstances attending this affair, which I cannot well ex¬ 
plain, but upon a reference of the whole to my Lord High 
Chancellor, I am told he has declared his opinion in sup¬ 
port of his brother Chancellor. I am glad I have left no 
space to put my name to the bottom of this letter; after 
.somothing.s I have said it maybe improper,and I am sure 
it is needless, when I assure you no man can be with more 
sincerity and regard than I am, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 


MLXXIV. \pmne Swift.'\ 

Mrs. Whiteway to Swift 

November 25,1735. 

Sir, 

I HAVE not known for some years the pleasure of a 
post-clay, till within these three weeks. I read your letters 
twenty times over.*^ I tell you this to induce you to con¬ 
tinue me your favour; for I know it is your study to make 
tiic wretched happy. The wine is ready for the carman, 
and all the caution taken that you commanded. If I durst, 
I would repine, that you could think I should require your 
orclcns three times repeated to take care of what you told 
me your health depended on. I rejoice to find your stomach 

* Supra^ pp. 274, 276. 
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T** to hear your lep continues so long bad. 

I Shull despise your surgeon and ii|)othceary, Iftheyclonot 
cure It immediately. A(h>IIo has always waited on you, 
when It was not half .so material. Where the vengeance i.s 
lie now? After all, he justly tpilts you, since you have left 
oil invoking Inm. Idleness is your crime; to punish you, 
he coiinnes you to a chair, and the penance he enjoins, Is 
to employ pair pen once more; if not, llicrc arc vultures 
to ijrey on legs ns well as livers; I wish yon were safe out 
of iheir hands. 

Mr. Dr. [I)clany’.s] curate, last week committed 
anotlie^r fine ex^iloit. He waylaid his wife, who was going 
home from ,*1 neighbour’s, about eleven at night, with two 
seryant-mnids with her, and would have pensunded her 
to have gone to his luclging. .She refusing, lie called the 
w.itcn, antl^ put her and her maids into the watcli-huusc as 
strollers, with orders to keep them there till morning. Mrs. 

» pit olT bj’ some means or other, but the women 
were kept all night. Mrs. iJicnn told me the news and 
witlml that the Doctor is at last very angry with him. 
Mr. -’s foiKlncss to get Ills wife home was to slop a 
prosecution .she had begun against him in the Bishop's 
court for cruel usage, ami if he had prevailed on her to 
luiyc gone with him the afifuir must have dropped. 

I was at the Deanery on Saturday,’ thougli I forgot to 
mention it in my Inst letter. My son was there yesterday, 
and I would have been there to-day. If a swelled face had 
not prevented me. I have .sent for Mr. Kendrick, or Mr. 
I.!uid, to let them know your commaiKbs. I mu.st beg the 
favour of yon ui deliver the enclosed to Dr. Sheridan, and 
to iinrdon my scaling it. You arc sensible there are secrets 
(hp the nearest friend.s must not .sec, A.s you have no¬ 
thing to do, be pleased to write to me the heads of the two 
Imiulrcd pages m manuscript, and I will give my opinion 
about it. I must now entreat you to think of coming to 
lowri; I trust In God your shin will not require it; but 
coiisirler how it is passible for me to spenti llie winter 
evenings, who have been so delightfully enlcrlaincd all 
summer at the Deanery. I have .stayed till the last moment 
licmre I sealed this, In cxpectatiou of seeing somebody 
from your house, hut am disappointed. I promi.se to take 


' TI1C a^n<l. 


* .v«/w, p, a 77. 
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care to see the wine leave this place safe, and to send the 
paper by the carman. My son and daughter are your most 
obedient servants. I am, Sir, with the highest respect, 
Your most obliged and most obedient humble servant, 

Martha Whiteway. 


MLXXV. IDeane Swift:\ 

Swift and the Rev. Thomas Sheridan to 
Mrs. Whiteway 

Cavan, November 28, 1735. 

Swift 

Dear Madam, 

I TAKE advantage a day before the post to write to you; 
and this is the first day I have ventured to walk this fort¬ 
night past, except yesterday, when I dined with my surgeon 
at the barrack. This morning I visited four ladies in the 
town, of which your friend Mrs. Donaldson was one.‘ My 
whole journey has been disappointed by this accident; for 
I intended to have been a constant rider, and as much a 
walker as this dirty town would allow. Here are a thousand 
domestic conveniences wanting; but one pair of tongs in 
the whole house; the turf so wet, that a tolerable fire is a 
miracle; the kitchen is a cabin a hundred yards off and a 
half; the back and foi'e door always left open, which, in a 
storm, our constant companion, threatens the fall of the 
whole edifice; Madam as cross as the devil, and as lazy as 
any of her sister sows, and as nasty. These are some of 
our blind sides. But we have a good room to eat in, and 
the wife and lodgers have another, where the Doctor often 
sits and seems to eat, but comes to my eating-room, which 
is his study, there finishes the meal, and has share of a 
pint of wine. Then we have an honest neighbour, Mr. 
Price, who sits the evening, and wins our money at back¬ 
gammon, though the Doctor sometimes wins by his blun¬ 
dering. As to meat, we are hard put to it. It is true, our 
beef and mutton are very good; but for the rest, we are 
forced to take up with hares, partridges, teal, grouse, 
snipes, woodcocks, plover, silver-eels, and such trash, which, 

* Su^ra, p. 209, n. I. 
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aUlmigh Uicy be plentiful and excellent in their kinds, you 
know are unworthy of a refined Dublin Dean. ^ 

I cx| 4 cct Iwjforc this letter goes that the carrier will be 
here wiUi the wine, am! that I shall have time to chide 
you for five do/.en of bottles broke by the ill packing up. 

r week. I had, several days atfo, a letter 

from Mrs. .Sican, and another from her French son, an 
excellent i^mal one;' wlmn you jfo that way, tell her of 

V wrT ' '"r I will write to her soon. 

\ our leticr.s have been so friendly, so frequent, and so cn- 

little time they will make me forget that you arc a cousin, 
and treat you as n friend. If Apollo has entirely neglected 
my head, can you think he will descend to take carter my 
shm? b.arthly ladies forsake us at forty, and the muses at 
rifty.nve, I luive mentioned Uiat rascal to Dr. Delany, 
who defended him as well as he could, but very weakly 
if the I odor will not cast him off, lie will ju.stlj' expose 
himself to censure, 1 wish yon would speak to your 
dearly Iwlovcd monster Mr. when he comes to 

town, nboiii iny l .aracor agent, to jiay me some money, 
ami to rc|iroju h -- for Ids infamous neglect of my alTairs. 
lie IS one ol your favtairUes, and — another,’ I hope I 
am not the third, 1 have just spoken about the thread to 
Mi^. hhcritlan, who tells me, that what you desire Is to be 
had Imre every market-day, and that Mrs. Donaldson un- 
dcralands It very well. 


SlIKMIDAN 

To carry on the thread of the discourse, I discovered the 
little tlirly b™h, the firemaker, to be the opener of the 
dmirs. and the leaver of them soj for which tfie Dean had 
her lugged this evening by the cook-maid; for which lie 
imid her a ihrcc-pencc, and gave the little girl a iiemiy for 
being lugged; and because the cook tlid not lugg her well 
I'iioiigli, he g.ivc her a lugging, to sliow her the way. These 
are “.ome of our subUrncr amusements. I wish ymi were 
here to partake of them, The only thing of importance I 
can tell y>iii i*. 


' I Nr- VOh 


' .Vw/nr, |). 365. 
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Swift 

Ay, what is it? He shall be hanged rather than take up 
any more of this paper. Is it true that the Legion Club is 
sinking the value of gold and silver to the same with Eng¬ 
land, and are putting four pounds a hogshead more duty 
on wine? ‘ The cursed vipers use all means to increase the 
numbers of absentees. Well, I must go to the market about 
this thread. It is now November 29th; I fear the Doctor 
will hedge In a line. I have now got Mr. Morgan’s 
heathenish Christian name, and will direct my letters to 
him. I am to finlsli a letter to Mrs. Sican; I desire you 
will call on her sometimes. My love to your brats. I have 
.settled with Mrs. Donaldson about the thread; but will 
order a double quantity, that you may knit stockings for 
your dear self. Let the Doctor conclude; I am ever, etc. 

Sheridan 

Madam, I have only room to tell you that I will see you 
the I2th or 13th of December; excuse a long parenthesis; 
your most obedient and 


MLXXVI, [Denne Stvift:\ 


Mrs. Whiteway to Swift 


Dublin, November 1735. 


Sir, 

I NEVER was more out of temper in mv life than I have 
been these two days; yesterday that I did not hear from 
you, and to-day at the rogue that brought your letter to 
Mr. Kendrick at ten last night, and the disappointment we 
have met with from him that was to carry the wine to 
Cavan. The enclosed letter gives so full an account, that I 
need add nothing to it, but his being a right county of 
Cavan man, I desire Dr. Sheridan will take care for the 


' On 15 Novombor "heads of a Bill for granting to Ins Majesty a 
further additional duty on Wine, Silk, Hops, China, etc.,” had been 
agreed to Iry the House of Commons, and on 12 December the Bill 
received the royal assent. 
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ftiuire not to employ them about your busincssj I owe him 
lluH reflection, for triisiinj,; such rogues. Pray, Sir, tell me 
what I shall do in this busincHs; shall I get Mr. Shiell and 
Mr. Kcndrich to look out for an honc.st carman, and agree, 
as cheap jts we can. to carry it to you, for I find there is no 
depending on the Doctor's countrymen? Had you assured 
me, n.H you say tlic surgeon docs, that your leg was better, 
m)' joy woidd bt? ctpial to the uneasiness I have sufTcrecl on 
that occasion. 1 fear I shall never have the pleasure of 
ladng with you on your birthday;' were my purse as 
heavy as my heart is that I cannot be with you to-morrow, 
1 would this night have been at Cavan, and have left it on 
Monday morning. 

1 shall make a great entertainment to-morrow for my 
familv, to celebrate the Drapicr's birthday, and drink his 
hcnlih. My two eldest cubs—match me thnt-«-prescnt you 
their most humble and oliedient rcs|»ccts, with their hearty 
wishes of long life, health, anti happiiic!.ss, t«> attend you, 
Thev durst not takts the liberty to send tin’s with their 
hand, but do it with their heart. I send you their own 
words; but wlicre .sball I find any that can express what I 
wouUI say on the subject? The most sincere would be 
vvluit I desire for iiii'sclf whilst I continue in this world, 
which is lienlllt anti t|ulcluesH. This I pray God grant 
ytni in the largest pro|,wrtion, and life as long as you shall 
desire it! 

Mr. Morgan's heathenish name Is Marcus Antonina; I 
saw him and his lady yesterday, wlio both say they .should 
be glad to kiss your hand; bl.s eldest son la in the mcn.slcs, 
l..nsl night died the Uiahop of Oaaoiy," of an inflammation 
on the lung.s; he caujfht cold on Sunday" at the Castle 
Chapel. VVe have provided one of the bishoprics for Doctor 
Mariny.* I nm told by some people that Lord Orrery In¬ 
tends to make you and Doctor Sheridan a visit; if .so, I 
fear it will be a long time before you will think of rcturn- 
irig here. I cxiiect a long letter from Doctor Sheridan, in 

‘ riie follnwing day, which was a Sunday. 

"‘file baboon of Kllkonny " (jM/nj, p. 193), 

' ‘riic 3,^01. 

* Tbe Uav. Ceorge Mnrlay, wlio bcciuno ten years later flisliop of 
Drantorc, wnt, then rector of Cetbrid|;c. Ho was a kinsman of Marcus 
Antbony Morgan, and Itrotbor of Chief Justice Mnrlay {sujim, vol. iii, 
p. 189). 
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answer to all that I have said to him in this. I think this 
is so well written, that it needs no apology for a bad pen. 
I am, Sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

M. Whiteway. 


MLXXVII. {Deam 

Mrs. Whiteway to Swift 

Dublin, December 2,1735. 

SIR, 

I WADED this morning through dirt and rain to the 
Deanery j but I place no more to your account than from 
High Street.' I found everything in great order; your bed 
and window-curtains cleaned, and, to my satisfaction, the 
great chairs covered; the dogs in high spirits, the women 
in good humour, and Mr. Kendrick and Mrs. Ridgeway on 
duty. I am quite ashamed of my entertainment on Sunday. 
The Drapicr’s birthday was celebrated by Mr. Land with a 
dinner of wild-duck, plover, turkey, and pullet; two bowls 
of punch, and three bottles of claret. At night Mr. Kendrick 
gave a supper, with an ocean of punch. Their houses were 
illuminated, and the bells rung. Several other houses fol¬ 
lowed their example. 

I am almo.st reconciled to your surgeon; the next letter, 

I hope, will finish our quarrel. When he has set you firmly 
on your legs, if making gods were not out of fashion, I 
would translate him; however, he shall be my saint. As 
you have been remarkable for never being severe on the 
ladies, I am surprised you should say that we forsake the 
men at forty. I deny the fact; while theysmg our praises, 
we continue to hold them in admiration, hor an example 
of this, I give the author of the Ladies’ Dressing-room, and 
Strephon and Chloe, who, by writing these poems, gained 

the hearts of the whole sex. r • u t s^nfi 

I heartily pity you for want of meat; I wish I could send 

you a large .sWulder of mutton, fresh killed; how pure and 

' Mrs. Whiteway lived on the northern side of 
Street is on the southern aide, between St. Patricks Cathedr 
the river, to which it runs parallel. 
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sweet it would eat! I have just left part of one in the 
parlour; the very thoughts of it make me hungry again; I 
think I will go down and take the other slice/ I know it 
is not to any purpose to reproach you with avarice, for a 
poor pint of wine among three of you. Whatever you do 
at home, I am ashamed to find you show it at Cavan. I 
suppose your excuse will be at the expense of the poor 
carman; but, if you had any generosity, you would live on 
the public, as I do, till your rents came in. Dr. Sheridan 
says, you gave private orders, and countermanded the wine, 
to sponge on him, I own, I think it looks like it, or you 
would not have let the man come to town without a car. 
I see you are proof against storms within and without doors, 
or you would not think of staying in the country when the 
Doctor leaves it. There is no occasion for you to convince 
the world that you want but one trial to outdo Socrates in 
everything; let not this keep you, for I promise to provide 
one for three shillings and fourpence that shall outshine 
Solomon's brawler. 

Molly and young Harrison are grown so saucy at seeing 
their names so often in your letters, that I cannot govern 
them: pray be pleased to take them down a little. All that 
I can do to vex them, is not send you their compliments. 
My son entreats you will finish your Latina-Anglia treatise; 
which he desires you will immediately send him a copy of. 
Doctor Sheridan's last letter is so long and full of particulars, 
that I cannot answer it till I see him. I am so proud of 
being discarded from being a cousin, that for the future I 

shall not own either Squire-or Mr.-for relations, 

nor ever dare to think you a favourite, But I hope you will 
allow me to term you my oracle, and to acknowledge my¬ 
self, Sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Martha Whiteway. 

^ ^^Here Mrs. Whiteway is merry with the Doctor,” says Deane 
Swift, “who could not endure mutton which had not been killed three 
or four days before: on the contrary, Mrs. Whiteway liked hers so 
fresh, that Dr. Swift used pleasantly to say of her, that she liked 
mutton that was killed to-morrow.” 
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Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 

Cavan, December 6 , 1735. 

Dear Madam, 

I HAVE yours of November the 29th. The Doctor, \yho 
Is always sanguine, reckoned upon the wine as sure as if it 
had been in his cellar under the stairs, but I, who am ever 
desponding, told him I was sure there would be some dis¬ 
appointment. I matter it not, for we have enough still to 
hold u.s a reasonable term, at one bottle a day between ij.s, 
at least if he would leave off inviting young Mr. Price, 
Parson Richardson, Mr. Nash, Mr. Jacob, surgeon of the 
troop, Squire Fleming of Balhaynockhye,* Doctor O’Neill, 
Doctor I'^ludd, Parson Charlton of Evacthonyeul, beside the 
rest of our Cavan gentry and neighbourhood.^ I will not 
have the wine sent by any carrier on purpose; jt would be 
a confounded expense; but we will wait until a farther 
opportunity by Marcus Tully, the genuine orator and carrier 
of our city. 

I refu.sed a long time to show the Doctor that part of 
your letter which reflects upon not only his countrymen, but 
ids townsmen, and fifty to one but upon one of his own or 
Madam's cousins; yet there is no danger of kindred, for 
our town agrees that Tully is an honest carrier. I was in 
hopes your great entertainment had been for your tenant, 
with his half year’.s rent. I am .sorry that it was on account 
of some scrub Drapicr, of whom I never heard. Only I 
know they are all rogues, and I shall not pay for their ex¬ 
travagance. I forgot to tell you that the barrack .surgeon 
prescribed the very same medicine that you advised for my 
shin. My leg is so well, that I have been twice riding, and 
walk in the town, that is to say in the dirt, every daj/. We 
have now a fine frost, and walk safe from dirt; but it is like 
a life at Court, very slippery. I do not like to see my money 
laid out In cleaning curtains, and covering chairs,* but since, 

' The place nnmoa are apparently fabrications of Swift's. The 
Flemings called their seat Bollovillo. ' , ,, 

* Swift had evidently received her letter of a December ns well as 
ofag November. 
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as you say, you are pleased to be at that expense, I thank¬ 
fully submit. 

The Doctor will be with you on Friday next:^ he goes 
to see the grand monde^ and beg subscriptions to build a 
school-house. He taxes you only at ten guineas, I am to 
stay with Madam and his daughter until his return, which 
will be about a month hence, when the days grow longer 
and warmer. Pox take country ladies’ dinners. In spite of 
all I could say, I was kept so late by their formality on 
Thursday last,* that I was forced to ride five miles after 
night-fall, on the worst road in Europe, or county of Cavan, 
The Doctor cannot have time to write a word i he expects 
a rogue of an agent this evening, who will not come, with 
three hundred pounds arrears, by which means I 
shall be kept here for want of money, wliich I was fool 
expect to get from him, to bear my charges back, 
My shm cost me three guineas, and I brought but twenty 
pounds. I desire the^ room and bed I Jie in may be often 
aired. The Doctor will not lie at the Deanery, because it 
IS far from his friends, and he is afraid of robbers. 

approve your name of cub, but may your male cub 
never sit m the Club. I will not pay the three shillings and 
fourpence for a wife, as you propose, because I can get one 
here for two thirteens.* Mrs. Donaldson Is making the thread 
with l^r own fair fingers, I dare not come to town till 
Miss Harrison gives me a general discharge. I desire to 
Utmo^ demands. My chief amusement here is 
is a peevish bungler, and I 
expert civil 

mv Th ‘h® state of 

my affairs. The Doctor is come up, and says he will not 

will sL yorsoSn 
^ the Doctor is gone, but 

oermit ^ health and the weather will 

permit, I will be in town two or three days after him So T 

mV remain entikrement d vans, etc. 

My humble service to the bearer ■* and his ladv God^ 
ever bless you and your fire-side v 


‘ The nth. a T-u j 

^ /.e., two British shillings. 

y.^., Marcus Anthony Morgan, to whom the letter was addressed. 
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Alexander Pope to Swift 

[Docembcrt 1735.] 

Poor Lord Peterborough! There Is another string lost, that 
would have helped to draw you hither! ’ He ordered on his 
death-bed his watch to be given me—that which had accom¬ 
panied him in all his travels—with this reason, that I might 
have something to put me every day in mind of him. It 
was a present to him from the King of Sicily, whose arms 
and insignia are graved on the inner case; on the outer, I 
have put this inscription: Victor Amadeus^ rex SiciHae,dux 
Sadaudiae, etc.^ etc.^ Carolo Mordaunts comiti de Peterborough^ 
Dy D, Car. Mor, Com. de Pet, Alexandra Pope moriens legavit, 
i 735 < 

Pray write to me a little oftener, and if there be a thing 
left in the world that pleases you, tell it one who will par¬ 
take of it. I hear with approbation and pleasure, that your 
present care is to relieve the most helpless of this world: 
those objects which most want our compassion, though 
generally made the scorn of their fellow-creatures, such as 
are less innocent than they. You always think generously, 
and of all charities, this is the most disinterested, and least 
vain-glorious, done to such as never will thank you, or can 
praise you for it. 

God bless you with ea.se, if not with pleasure; with a 
tolerable state of health, if not with its full enjoyment; with 
a resigned temper of mind, if not a very cheerful one. It is 
upon these terms I live my.self, though younger tlian you; 
and I repine not at my lot, could but the presence of a few 
that I love be added to these. Adieu. 

^ Those paragraphs liavo boon hithcrlo printed with those inserted 
under September {supra, p. 443), I)ut are evidently a portion of a snb- 
scc;uent letter. 

“ Peterborough had died on 35 October at Lisbon. 
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MLXXX. [ 4 /ry. Mtmuso 7 />fs.'] 

Swii'T TO TIM’; in- Douskt 


UcnMcry llciu^r'* y:), 1735,’' 

Y«»uk Grace Hiirly uwis nu; a Imiidrctl and ten |>ound9 a 
year in the t'luirch. which 1 thus prnvc. 1 ilcsircd ycni 
\sMiuld IichUiw a |.(rclcrincnt ttf tme hundred and fifty pounds 
per annum on ii certain cIcrKymait," Your answer was that 
t asketl modestly; that you would not promise, but woiilcl 
pranl my request. However, that clernyman, for want of 
j^ttod intclli(^ence, or, as tlic cnnt«word is here, being not an 
expert King-fisher, was forced to take up with forty pound.s 
a year, and I shall never trouble your Grace any more in 
his Irehalf. Hut, however, l»y |ilain nritlnnetie it n|jpcar.s 
that a hundred and ten pounds remain. And this nrrear I 
have assigned to one Mr. John Jackson, no less than a 
cousin-gcrriuut of the Grattans. Me is Vicar of Snntry, hath 
a small estate Jiear it, with two sons and as many daughtens, 
all grown up.' This gentleman hath lain several years ns a 
weight upon me, which 1 voluntarily took up on account of 
his virtue, pietv, good sense, |5ood nature, and modcstv 
almost to a fault. Your t iracc is now disposing the debris 
of two bishoprics, among which is the deanery of I^erns, 
worth between eighty and a hundred poundH a year,' which 

' Hist. MSS. CMiinn-, vol. i, u. ifr). Tins loiter lins hitherto been 
prialoil front the tlraft kept by Swift, and r.onsiitlerahle difference is to 
be fnuiid in the iihmscoloK)^' 

* About thnl time Lord Drrory observes in one of bis loners, “The 
iinntorud Dean i« I'ome to town in hlah Bpirila. Mo scorned to intend 
the weielily iifliiirs of Pnriinineni nml retired to C’nvnn ns soon ns wo 
nsseiublcd in Colteao Ureen" (" Orrery Papers," i, tipl). 

’ /.r,, LiKbllnirne (rw/ni, vol. iv, p. ^ 37 ). 

' Jackson bnti succeeded bis father in the livinR of Siintty Just thirly 
years before that lime (w/rw, vol. iil, p. 11, n. i). He did not secure 
further preferment until lyija, when he was given the prebend of Howib. 
’I'hc lernta of Swift's licqueat to him may be rocnllod: “ I botjueiub 
all my horses nnd mares to the Ueverend Mr. John jnckson, Vicar of 
.Snniry, tuKether with nil my horse furniture i Inmenung thnl 2 had not 
crcilit ciioiiKh with any chief governor, since tho'chnngc of times, to 
gel some ndibtlonrd church preferment for so virluonH nnd worthy n 
gonileinan. I also leave him my third liest licnver hat.” 

‘ The liislmprif of t'ork (jfw/t/vr, p. 3 . 13 ) had been filled by the Irnns- 
Intion of Ilisliop Clay ton from Killnla. .Swift appears to have Ituen 
mistaken ns to the ilciuicry of FcriiM being nffecied by tlic subsequent 
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will make Mr. Jackson easier, who bc.side.s his other ^ 
qualities, is as loyal as you could wish, I cannot but IninK 
that your Grace, to wliom God hath given every amiable 
as well as useful talent, and in so great a measiu-e, is bound 
when you have satisfied all the expectations of those who 
have most power in your Club, to do something at the re- 
ciuest of others who love you better, and merely upon your 
own account, without expecting anything for themselves. 

I have ventured once or twice, at most, to drop hint.s in 
favour of some very deserving gentlemen, who I was assured 
had been recommended to you by persons of weight, but 
I easily found by your general answers that, althougn 1 
have been an old courtier, you knew how to silence me by 
changing the subject, which made me reflect that courtiers 
resemble gamesters, the latter finding new arts unknown to 
the older.^ And I well remember a iirincipal old gamtstei 
who assured me that he had lost fourteen thousand pounds 
Se ™ Wt off play, mordy by dabbllnR with younRor 
proficients who had found out new refinements. 

Mv I.ord, I will, a.s a Divine, quote Scripture ; a though 
the children’s meat must not be given to dogs, yet the dogs 
Si tlm Sps that fall from the children’s tables. This is 
the second request I ever directly made your ace. Mi. 
Jackson is under a necessity of living on his 
iiart whereof is in his parish about four miles from hence, 
where he hath built a family-hou.se, more expensive than 
he intc‘iuled.“ He is a clergyman of long .standing and of a 
niosJ unblemished characS But inisfortune is that Im 
hath not one enemy, and 

appeal to for the truth of what 1 .say.^ liay, my ^ 
not alarmed at the word deanery, nor imagine it a dignity 
like those we have in ICngland; for, except three 01 k)tir, 
the rest have neither power nor land ns Deans and Chapters. 

oromolion. It Unci been vanuil in llio previous year, but an iippoiiU- 
ment to it had boon some tiino iniidc. 

' the Pnrlinmciu.. ., 


“ Thlfl^ifwcV'wS’is now called Woodlands, and is commoidy 
known as DoaA SV house, preservos iis original dmrncloriB ics. 
[i in n (iiialnt-lDoklnGf fttvucuu’O of vcd bi’ick, flutniounlccl by ft 

r" “ 

land A few years ago an Englishman, on hearing from one of 
Sniiavies Umt ir^w^as free fr^om all decanal cares, exclaimed How 
very Irish i” 
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U ia uaunlly n livings made up of one or more parishes, 
stime very poor, others lietter endowed, l)Ut all in titlres. 
Mr, Jachaon cannot leave his present situation and only 
desires some very iiualerate addition, consistent with what 
he holds. My I,oril, 1 ilo nut deceive your Grace when I 
say you will oblige great numbers of those who are most in 
your c.slccm here by conferring this favour, or any other 
that will answer the same end. 


Miilm . . . venitit nmnim niixilio uuae 

Sil ntitti (nnnr taulln (ilurcs suiiuis) tie vcluii ic 

juilntii t uKCiitiiii III liane tlcccilcio Uirlxiia,' 

1 should have wniterl on your Grace, and should have 
taken the privilege of .staying my usual thirteen minutes if 
I Itnd not ijccn prevented by the return of an old disorder 
in my head, for which I have been forced to confute myself 
to the precepts of my physicians. 


Ml .XXX I. {IMwt'Swi/t.\ 

Mas. I'HNIlAKVKS TO SWIFT 

llluli,,/rt«Ma/:r 7, 173S‘6* 

Siu," 

I AM told you have some thoughts of coining here in the 
spring. I do not think It proper to tell you how well pleased 
I nm with that faint prospect; for .such I must call it till 
tite report is confirmad with your own hand. I write all in 
haste to know if you really have any such design; fitr if 
you have, I shall order iny affairs accordingly, that 1 niay 
be able to meet yon here. The good old custom of wi.shing 
n linppy new year to one’s friends is now exitloded timongst 
our rclnied people of titc present age, l:nit I hope you will 


' llor., “Sai.,” 1, s, i.|i. , , , . , . 

» As tliis letter explains, the future Mrs. Deliiny hiul, Ninro last 

wriiinK to .Swift frw/Vm, p. 357)1 rente u* lliuh_with Iter muter, riurty 
years Inter site niluclen to the nppenrniu c in print of this letter iiml her 
iircviiniti (Hie {" Corrcaponticnrc,” iv, iW»): “I Imve atu Swifts Inst 
three vnlmites of letters nnil to iny very urent iiuirtiiu utiuil Riul six or 
Mf Mrn, \ nt'an hnl ft>r wimt hIio anicl 

of Hftth Inu do find onyihinj^ imnii uUnly Haid fd lliR pliutcj one 

\mtiT daittd front llienco inciiiions nor hopM of Hwifl ihere ancl 

ftho ^>mk^ of liviriK in holaml an imuli rlicaimr tlian Umdon, 
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give me leave to tell you, without being offended, that I 
wisii you many years of happiness. The physicians have at 
last advised my sister to the Bath waters. We have been 
Iteve a fortnight, They do not disagree with her; this is all 
can be said of them at present, I wrote to you from Para¬ 
dise, and hope there is a letter of yours travelling towards 
me. I think I have used you to a bad custom of late, that 
of writing two letters for one of yours. I am often told I 
have great assurance in writing to you at all, and to be 
sure I must do it with great fear and trembling. I am not 
believed when I aflirm I write to you with as much ease as 
to any correspondent I have; for I know you are as much 
above criticizing a letter of mine, as I should be below your 
notice, if I gave myself any affected airs. You have en¬ 
couraged my correspondence, and I should be a brute if I 
did not make the best of such an opportunity. 

Bath is full of people, such as they are; none worth 
giving you any account of. My solace is Mrs. Barber, whose 
.spirit and good countenance cheers me whenever I hear or 
sec lier;'' she is at present pretty well. Company is this 
moment coming up stairs, and I can only add that I am. 
Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

M. Pendarves. 


MLXXXII. ll<milkncr:\ 


Swift to George Faulkner 

January 8, 1735 - 6 . 

Mr. Faulkner, . 

I AM answering a letter I had from Mr. Pope, when I 
was at Cavan.* My absence and sickness, since I retired, 
have hindered me from writing to him. He complains of 
his unluckiness that you could never find him at home, 
wliicli, he says, since his mother’s death, he is often absent 
from. I will here transcribe a paragraph which relates to 


' Mrs, harbor appears to have gone to live at Bath on her release 

from altcmlance on the law p. 214). ,, fratrmBnr 

» The allusion is no doubt to the letter of whioh only the fragment 

relating to Lord Peterborough remains p. 293). ^ 

" During Faulkner’s visit to London in the previous autumn. 
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you, and I desire you will return an answer to it, time 
enough for me to send a letter to-night, and I will insert 
thesumofiti— 

" As to his (Mr, Faulkner’s) design about my works, I 
beg you will desire him to postpone it, until he sees the 
duodecimo edition of tliem here, with the first volume, 
published by Lintot; for that, joined to the rest by 
Gilliver, will make the completest hitherto extant, and is 
revised by me,' I guess they will be out at Christmas.” 
Pray, let me know what answer I shall make to Mr. 
Pope: write it down and send it by any messenger, the 
sooner the better, for I am an ill writer at night. I am, 

Yours, etc. 

J. Swift. 

I think you may send your answer by the bearer, for it 
need not take above two lines. 


MLXXXIII. \peane Swift:\ 

The Earl of Orrery to Swift 

January 13, I 735 - 6 - 

Dear Sir, 

I HAVE thought it more than a century since I saw you. 
I crawled out to you on Saturday, but was forced to come 
from your house and go to bed; since which time I have 
not stirred out of my chamber. My cold continues still bad, 
and has been hanging upon me now for above a fortnight. 
Pray tell me when I may hope to see you again; notas 
audireet reddere voces. I dine at home to-morrow: will you 
share a fowl with me? I am scarce able to hold up my 
head; but the sight of you will go a great way toward 
recovering 

Your ever obliged and faithful servant, 

Orrery, 

'■ The copyright of Pope's "'Works" belonged to different pro¬ 
prietors, who had agreed at that time to print their respective shares 
m a uniform size. The series was not completed for six years (Pope s 
“Works,” i, viii). 
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MLXXXIV. [Ongina/.'] 

SWIKT TO THE EAUL OF ORRERY 

January 13, 1735-6* 

I AM always unhappy^ being plagued by those whose sight 
I have, and never seeing those whose sight I long for. , . . 
You ought to have sent your servant instead of coming 
yourself to see me; for then I would not have been abroad 
to have saved what never can be saved: Ireland. 


MLXXXV. {Beam ST.vift:\ 

The Rev. Thoma.s Sheridan to Swift 

Cavan,17, 1735-6. 

Dear Sir," 

I KECKIVEI) your letter of reproaches with pleasure, and 
as I know you hate excuses, I shall make none. Whoever 
lias informetl you that 1 was not in my school at the right 
time appointed, has not done me justice; for whatever else 
I may disappoint, that .shall be inviolably and punctually 
oliHorvcd liy me. . . . 

As for my quondam friends, as you style them, quon-dain 
them all. It is the mo.st decent way I can curse them; for 
they lulled me iisleei> till they stole my school into the 
hands of a blockhead," and have driven me towards the 
latter end of my life to a disagreeable solitude, where I 
have the misery to reflect upon my folly in making such a 
perfidious choice, at a time when it was not in my nature 
to suspect any soul upon earth. . . . 

Now to think a little for myself. The Duke of Dorset 
does certainly owe ntic a small living, for the expensive 
entertainment I gave him from Terence.'* I only want a 


' .SV///VI, vol. iv, p. 38a, n. I. 

* From ihis IcUor u would appear that Shoridan’B stay 
{ w/rrt, p. aya) liad boon only a short one, and that he had 
where Itcfrno returning to Cavan. 

" Suhru, vol. iii, p. 350, n. 3. . 

' The alliision is to the play acted by .Sheridan’s scholars 
before Dorset {sujtri, p. 150). 


in Dublin 
gone elsQ- 


in Dublin 
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proper person to dun him, and I know it will be done 
if my Lord Orrery will undertake it. Do not think me 
sanguine in this; for more unlikely and less reasonable 
favours have been granted. God knows whether, during my 
life, we shall have another scholar sent us for a Lord 
Lieutenant . . . 

I wish you as much happiness as 1 have plague, which is 
enough for any honest man. I am, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

MLXXXVI. [Mrs* Delanos Correspondence^ 

Swift to Mrs. Pendarves 

29, 1735-6. 

Madam, 

I had indeed some intention to go to Bath, but I had 
neither health nor leisure for such a journey;' those times 
are past with me, and I am older by fourscore years since 
the first time I had the honour to see you, I got a giddi¬ 
ness by raw fruit when I was a lad in England, which I 
never could be wholly rid of,* and it is now too late, so that 
I confine myself entirely to a domestic life. l am visited 
seldom, but visit much seldomer, I dine alone like a King, 
having few acquaintance, and those lessening daily. This 
town is not what you left it, and I impute the cause alto¬ 
gether to your absence, I fear if your sister mends, as I 
pray God she will, it is rather due to the journey than the 
Bathwater. 

It was impossible to answer your letter from Paradise;” 
the old Grecians of Asia called every fine garden by that 
name, and besides, when I consulted some friends, they 
conceived that wherever you resided that must needs be a 
paradise. Yet this was too general a direction if you were 
in a humour of rambling, unless the post-office had con¬ 
stant intelligence of your stages. With great submission I 
am sorry to find a lady make use of the word paradise, from 
which you turned us out as well as yourselves; and pray tell 
me freely how many of your sex bring it along with them 
to their husband's houses? I was still at a loss where this 

* Supra^ p, 296, ^ Supray vol. iii, p. 414, n. i, 

* Her uncle^s villa near Fulham {sufiray p, 257), 
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Paradise of yours might be, when Mrs. Donnellan dis¬ 
covered the secret; she said it was a place, I forget in 
wliat shire, where ICing Charles the First in his troubles 
used to ride, because he found good watering for his horse 1 
If that be all, we have ten thousand such paradises in this 
kingdom, of which you may have your choice, as my bay 
marc is ready to depose. It is either a very low way of 
thinking, or as great a failure of education in either sex, 
to imagine that any man increases in his critical faculty in 
proportion to his wit or learning; it falls out always directly 
contrary. A common carpenter will work more cheerfully 
for a gentleman skilled in his trade, than for a conceited 
fool who knows nothing of it; I much despise a lady who 
takes me for a pedant, and you have made me half angry 
with so many lines in your letter which look like a kind of 
apology for writing to me. Besides, to say the truth, the 
ladies in general are extremely mended both in writing and 
reading since I was young, only it is to be hoped that in 
proper time gaming and dressing, with some other accom¬ 
plishments, may reduce them to their native ignorance. A 
woman of quality, who had excellent good sense, was 
formerly my correspondent, but she scrawled and spelt like 
a Wapping wench, having been brought up in a Court at 
a time Ijefore reading was thought of any use to a female,' 
and I icnew several others of very high quality with the 
same defect. 

I am very glad to find that poor Mrs. Barber hath the 
honour to oe in your favour. I fear she is in no very good 
way either as to health or fortune; the first must be left to 
God’s mercy, the other to the generosity of some wealthy 
friends, ancl I do not know the reason why she is not more 
at ease in the latter. Her sickness hath made her more 
expensive than her prudence or nature inclined her; I 
think she hath every kind virtue, and only one defect, which 
is too much bashfulness. Dr. Delanjr hath long ago given 
up his house in town. His Dublin friends seldom visit him 
till the swallows come in. He is too far from town for a 
winter visit, and too near for staying a night in thecountry 
manner; neither is his house large enough;’ it minds me 

' The nUusion is probably to tbo Countess of Orkney {sufra, vol. i, 
p. 3i(<}, el seq,). Intresled, natuer, and Salerday are some of the spell¬ 
ings to bo found in her letters. 

’ Supra, p. 1 37 . 
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of whau I have heard the late Duclicss ‘ complain, that Sion 
Mouac waa a hobhcdcho}*, neither town nor cininlry. I 
believe, Madam, I nrn miataken, aiui think inyaeif to be in 
your company, where I coulfl never be weary; no it is 
otiierwise, for in ancl) a case I would ratlier choose to be 
your silent hearer ami l^niker-on. Hut whether you may 
not be tired for the three niinules past is a ilifTcrcnt ques¬ 
tion; the surest way is to put an end Uj the debate by con- 
cludint' by assurint! you tliat I am, witii the truest respect 
and esteem, Mathnn, 

Your most obedient Inunbie servant, 

JUNATII. SWIPT. 


Ml-XXXVIl. [liiwiH.] 

SWUTTO At.KXANnHK I’ufH 

t‘'ttniuuy 7, 17,15 

It is .some time since I dined at the Hisiiop of l.)eiTy'.s, 
wiiere Mr. .Secretary Carey toltl me, with (jrcrit concern, 
that you were taken very ill. I have heard nathln{if since, 
only I have coutimicfl in urcat nain of mind, yet for my 
own sake and the world'.s more than for yours; because I 
well know how little jam value life, bollr as a pliilosopher, 
and a Cln’iatian, particularly Urn latter, wherein hardly one 
in a million of us heretics can equal you. If you arc well 
recovered, you oukIh to be rcproaclied for not piittlu|:f me 
C9|)ecialty out of pain, who could not bear the lo.s.s of you; 
althougl) we muHt be for ever distant ns much as if I were 
in the Krave, for whicli my years and continual indisposi- 
tlon arc preparin;^ me every aenson. I liave slayeti too 
long from pressing you to give me some ease by an account 
of your Imnltlj. Pray do not use me so ill any more. I 
look upon you as ar> estate from which I receive iny best 
annual rents, although \ am never to .see it. Mr. Tickcll 
wn.s at the same meeting under tlie .same real concern, 
and .so were a hundred othera of this town wlio had never 
seen you.* 

‘ Of .Sinuantet. .Swifi's nUl enrin^, wlui Imd ilimi ia I7a;s. 

* There me oilier iailiciUioiis UeNitles ihiotlimicrai Hisliop Ruiulle’s 
llml Swill had hcami m view with more lolcrancc the Whin rulers of 
Ireinnd. Me saw, ns his letters sliow, Morsel fr«(|iienily during that 
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I read to the Bishop of Den-v the paragraph in your 
letter which concerned him/ and his Lordship expressed 
his thankfulness in a manner that became him. He is 
esteemed here as a person of learning, and conversation, 
and humanity; but he is beloved by all people. He is a 
most excessive Whig, but without at^ appearing rancour, 
and his idol is King William; besides three thousand a 
year is an invincible sweetener." 

I have nobody now left but you. Pray be so kind as 
to outlive me, and then die as soon as 3 'ou please, but 
without pain; and let us meet in a better place, if my 
religion will permit, but rather my virtue, although much 
unequal to yours. Pray let my Lord Bathurst know how 
much I love him. I still insist on his remembering me, 
although he is too much in the world to honour an absent 
friend with his letters. My state of health is not to boast 
of; my giddiness is more or less too constant; I have not 
an ounce of flesh between skin and bone; I sleep ill, and 
have a poor appetite. I can as easily write a poem in the 
Chinese language as my own. I am as fit for matrimony 
as invention; and yet I have daily schemes for innumer¬ 
able essays in prose, and proceed sometimes to no less than 
half a dozen lines, which the next morning become waste 
paper. What vexes me most is, that my female friends, 
who could licar me very well a dozen years ago, have 
now forsaken me, although I am not so old in proportion 
to them, as I formerly was, which I can prove by arith¬ 
metic, for then I was double their age, which now I am 
not." 

vicoroy’a residences in Ireland, and in the previous August Lord 
Chancellor VVyndhani’s secretary records ns an important event that 
Dean Swift dined with the Lord Omncellor (.r/z/Jra, yol. iv, p. 63, n. 2). 
It miglit well surprise Swift that Carey {supra, vol. iv, p. 266, n. i) ex- 
proasod concern about Pope in view of the reference that Pope had 
made to him sliortly before in the Epistle addressed to Lord Cobham! 
“ When universal homage Umbra pays 
All see 'tis vice, and itch of vulgar praise.” 

’ Probably the roforenco is to Pope’s letter of December {supra, 
p, 293). 

“ The see of Derry was then, and continued to be until the dis¬ 
establishment of the Church of Ireland, the most_valuable of the suff¬ 
ragan bishoprics in that country. The implication seems to be that 
Rimdlc’s politics were more duo to his position than his conviction. 

“ So far as one can judge from tho Correspondence, there does not 
seem to have been any justification for this querulous remark. 
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Prfty (»ut me out of fenr as «o(jn ns you can, about that 
ugly report of your illness 1 aiitl let me know who this 
Cncsclticn is, that has so lately sprung up in your favour,* 
Give me also .some account ttf your nciichbour who writ 
to me from Hath.” I hear he resolves Ut be .strenuous for 
taking olf the Test, which m'icves me extremely, from all 
tlie unprejudicctl rcnsoiis 1 ever was able to form, and 
agninst the, maxims of all wise Christian governments, 
which alway.s hail .some cstabli.shed religion, leaving at beat 
a toleration to othcr.s.* 1‘arewell, my dearest friend, ever, 
and upon every account that can create friendship and 
esteem. 


MLXXXVin. 

TiniMAS Gutti rnt th Swii t 

Jervis Mrunty H, 1735.6. 

Rkvkkknh Silt,* 

Notiiini! hut the lusi extremity, and your humanity, 
can plernl my excuse for ironliling you with the many 
rnisforlnncs that at present attend me, having defended 
myself from my merciless creditors as long ns my circniTi" 
stances could ptissllily protect me, but now they all fall 
upon me with clctermincd cruelty, and resolve to undo me, 
though 1 am willing to divide the Inst .shilling of my lute 
bencfil |tlay amongst them, but that is not svifficient by 
forty or fifty pomals to answer their demand.Hj iny good 
friend Counsellor It—having pursued me with im» 
placable malice, ami run me to such expense at law that 
each original debt is doubled, and executions taken out 
against me, and no hopes to save me and my |ioor helplcsa 
rainily from ruin unless your charitable known goodncHS 

' '■ ril do wlini Mead and Chesclden advise, 

To keep lliese limbs, nml to preserve llicse eyes. 

• /r,, Pitlieney (rw/«i, p. 370). ... , , 

’ In order to onuMirrasa Walpole a nioiiim for ilie repeal of tlio 
Test waa moved by a member of die Oiiposiiimi ibai sessluu. 

' In the Foraier Collet lion. No. 530. . 

‘ There has already been refcient’c 10 ilic Mublm ncior by whom 
lliis teller is arldrcsscd ui fiwifi ( tw/r o, p. a so). 
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interposes.' Therefore, dear Sir, my last and only hope is 
fixed on yom* generous disposition, [that you] who saved 
a whole unhappy nation from destruction, will lend your 
supporting hand to defend me and my little state from 
misery and misfortune, and I will with utmost gratitude 
repay it at my next benefit, or in such other manner as 
you shall please to direct. Sir, 

YoUf most obedient and most humble servant, 

Ti-io. Guiffith. 

To the Revd. Dean Swift. 


MLXXXIX. [Origiml.^] 

Rady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 

February lo, 1735-6. 

I AM sorry to hear your complaints still of giddiness.® I 
was in hopes that would have mended, like my purblind 
eyc.s, with old age; and according to the custom of all old 
women, I must recommend to you a medicine, which is 
certainly a very innocent one, and they say does great 
good to that distemper, which is only wearing oilcloth the 
breadth of your feet, and next to your skin. I have often 
found it to do me good for the headache. I do not know 
what ofrencc.s the Duke of Dorset’s Club, as you call them, 
commits in your eyes; but, to my apprehension, the Par¬ 
liament cannot but behave well, since they let him have 
such a quiet se.saion, and as to all sorts of politics, they are 
now my utter aversion, and I will leave them to be dis¬ 
cussed by those that have a better skill in them.* 

If my niece has been humbled by being nine years 
older, her late inherited great fortune will beautify her in 

' ll aeoms possible that his “good friend” wiis Bettesworth, and 
that Itis pretext for appealing to Swift was his being a victim of the 
scncitnt. 

" In the British Museum. See Preface. 

" In his reply to her letter in November {su^ruy p. 264). 

' Tlie session had been for Dorset an easy one, as no question arose 
alTccting the English interest, but is remarkable for the discussions 
about agistment tithe, which led Swift to write the poem known as 
tlie " Legion Club.” 

V X 
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the eye-H of a Rreat many people;' sn «he maj- tfrow ijrmicl 
again upon that. Tlie ConntesH of SuFttlk in yoiu- humble 
servant, nntl Mr, I'niit? aiui she appear In liave a true value 
for one another, so 1 ‘iuppiwe there is no doubt of it, for I 
will answer for my friend’s sincerity, and 1 do not (piestion 
Mr. Pope's. Ami why. |>ray. do you fancy I do not desire 
to cultivate Mr. Poiie's aciiuaintanee? lint pcrhai)s, if I 
seek it tor* much. I ntight meet with a rebuff, as you .say 
her Majestly ditl.* l ifnvever, we do often dine together at 
third pliicvs; and as to my own house, though ho would 
be cxtreine welcome, he has itKi numerous friends and 
aciiuaintiince already io spare me a riay, without you will 
come to ICnglaml ami then he might be induced to meet 
you here*. Mrs. Midily l-'loyil has passed thus far of the 
winter in better hc.dth than iisu.il, tluntgh her cough will 
not forsnUc her. .She is much your humble servant, and so 
is most .sincerely your r»ld friend, 

1C. G. 

Addmxt'i/ To the Revd. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s, 
in Dublin, Ireland. 


MXC. {nmnf Swiji,\ 

SWII TTO Mks. VVmitijvvav 

. J a, 17.15 0. 

My pkau Madam, 

I I’lTV yon and your family, and I heartily pniy forlxitli; 
1 pity mj'sclf. and my prayers are not wanting; but I pity 
not him.* I count alremly that you and I ami the worlil 
must lose! him; lull do not lose yourself. I was born to a 
million of disappointments; I had set my heart verj' much 
upon that young man, but 1 fiml he has no business in so 
corrupt a world. Therefore pray lake courage from 
Christianity, which will assist you when humanlly fails; 1 
wish I were in his condition, with Ins virtues. 1 am a little 

' SwilV liatl auimrt'Mily firen Ijaly Ilrny’^* imp< wliniti falhttr 
1), 239, n. i ) IiimI ilip*l dm iht? at ihv iiiDiUlh 

lEHt vitiil Ml 

“ »SV//#j#, vmI, iv, |i. 11. I. 

Imr rlilP'd mmi, 't‘lirit{iliilns IfatiiMti) |b 3 fjo), wnw aiciu 

fi fcw (lay« h\uu\ 
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mending, to my shame be it spoken. I shall also lose a sort 
of a son as well as you; only our cases are different, for 
you have more, and it is your duty to preserve yourself for 
them. I am ever 

Your most affectionate and obedient, etc. 

J. Swift. 


MXCI. {Deane Sivi/t,} 

Bishop Hort to Swift 

February 23, 1735-6. 

Revkrend Sir,‘ 

I SEND yon the whole piece, such as it is. I fear you will 
find the addition, pursuant to your hint, heavy; for I could 
not get my imagination warmed to the same degree as in 
the former part. I hope you will supply what shall be 
wanting of spirit, and when you have pruned the rough 
feathers, the ands and thats etc., you will send the kite to 
the faulconcr,* to .set it a flying. I am. 

Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

J. K[ilmore]. 

May not I claim three or four copies when printed? 


MXCII. {.Deane Swi/q 

Swift to Mis,s Harrison 

February 23, 1735-6. 

Dear Mis.s Hakuison, 

I AM in all possible concern for your present situation.* 
I heartily wish you could prevail on your mother to remove 

' As appears from this and subsequent IcUors .Swift had boon 
recently in the company nf Dishup Hort p. 151, n. 2), possibly 

at Lora Kerry’s, whoso sister the bishop had married, and had boon 
sliown by him a skit whicit ho had written on the fasnionablc mania 
of tljc momont. This mania was for a tfnmo of cards known as quad¬ 
rille, wliicli Irad suporsedod ombro, and was in its turn suporsodod by 
whist. The skit Is printed by Nichols in his edition of “Swift’s 
Works,” xiii, 252, and boars the title, “A Now I’roposal for thoHotter 
ReKuIation and Improvomont of Quadrille.” 

“ /.c., to the press of George Faulkner. 

' Since writing to Mrs. Whitoway (w/m, p, 306), Swift had evidently 
received tho news of her son’s death. 
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immediately to Mtrtic friend or neij'hbour'fi luiiise, Uitu she 
may be out of the aiu! hearirijj of what must be done 
to-day. I wish your eldest brother VVItiUnvay woukl take 
care to carry her to s«iiiie part of the town where she iniirht 
continue tmtil yetur house may la* ptit in order, and every- 
IhinR that init«nt renew the memory of melancholy objects 
be rtunoved. I.ct your brother Whiteway write to me, that 
I may know Itow you all are. particularly your poor mother. 
1 iim ever, etc. 

J. SWU'T. 


MXClll. [Ikttnf Su’ip.] 

TtiK RKV, Thomas SiiKUiitAN to Swh t 

Mmnj aj, i73S‘<i. 

Dkak Sik. 

1 AM extremely conccrued l« find your old tiisorder has 
got Itold of you again,' which \vould not have hanpeuecl if 
you bail taken my advice to continue here where you 
were wtdi. I cannot help retorting, that 1 never knew any 
person ho iinativisalde as you are, especially when it comes 
from me, who am famous for giving the best advice, and 
following the worst. Surely Mr. IRochfort] cannot be so 
unjust as to lei me la* alawe - ™“ pounds a aufTcrer for 
that profligate brute Ite sliakcd «ifr upon me:’ if lie does 
persevere In it, I will let all mankind know, that he acts 
rather like a little rascally Irish solicitor than a man of 
hotuHir. I have atreaily ahnost finished a dialogue between 
Lady Rctly Tattle and John Solemn’--if my money lie not 
paid, necessity must make me write for bread “-upon a 
subject they will not much like, which I vow to (jod .shall 
be pnblishetl. As I do not wear a sword, 1 must have 
rccour.se t<i the weapon in my band. It is a heller method 
than a lawsuit. 

My school only sujipllca me with present food, without 
which I cannot live. 1 hope, if 1 have any friends left, it 

' As related nodeuht in a rcjily t« liis Icucrof 17 January 

IK 3TO)* 

* The briHc'^ wa^, !a«hK«^MU«;ntly a tiophow 

of Niro Horhfori, ono of ihtx of \m brtillmr tlcorgtj, who tmcl diGcl 

ttlx veAm hoforo 

* beiwcitan dio ’* ’’moilior, l44(ly Klwjihelh Kodifort 

voK til p» n. 3), Ami hl^ ttnr io Nim. 
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may increase, and once more put me out of a miserable 
dependence upon the caprice of friendship. This year has 
been to me like steering through the Cyclades in a storm 
without a rudder; I hope to have a less dangerous and 
more open sea the next; and as you are out of all danger 
to feel the like sufferings, I pray God you may never feel 
a dun to the end of your life; for it is too shocking to an 
honest heart. 

It grieves me much to hear poor Mr. Harrison is in such a 
dangerous way, I pray God preserve him, not only for 
his poor mother^s sake, but the good of mankind; for I 
think I never knew so valuable a young man, I beseech 
you to let me know, by the next post, how he is. I fear 
the worst of that horrid treacherous distemper. I am, dear 
Sir, with all respect, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

I lost sixty pounds by a rogue who run off Drumcor 
last year. 


MXCIV. [Deane Swt/l] 

Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 

February 25, 1735-6. 

Dear Madam, 

In the midst of your grief and my own for the same 
misfortune, I cannot forbear complaining of your conduct 
through the whole course of your affliction, which made 
you not only neglect yourself, but the greater part of those 
who are left, and, by the same law of nature, have an equal 
title to your care. I writ on Monday to Miss Harrison/ 
that she would beg you, in my name, to remove some hours 
to a neighbour, that your ears might not be harassed with 
the preparations for what was then to be done, She told 
me you would not yield, and, at the same time, she much 
feared she must lose you too. Some degree of wisdom 
is required in the greatest calamity; because God requires 
it; because he knows what is best for us; because he never 
intended anything like perfect happiness in the present 

‘ Supray p. 307, 
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life; and, because it Is our duty, ns well ns inteiust, to 
submit 

I will make you another uroposal, and shall take it very 
unkindly if you du not coin|>ly. It is, that you would come 
hither this day immediately, where you will have a con¬ 
venient aimrtincnt, ntul leave ilic scene that will be always 
putting you in rnuid of your loss. Your daughter can 
manage the house, and suinctlmes stcit to see you. All 
care should be taken of you, and Dr. Rtibinson will visit 
you with more case, if you have occasion for 1 dm. Mrs. 
Ridgeway shall attend you, anil I will be your com|>anian. 
I,et Miss Marrison return me an answer, and things .shall 
be ready for yon. 1 am ever, with true esteem and nfection, 
dear Madam, 

Your most obedient servant and cmisin, 

J. Swift. 

Mxc:v, {Deane Sxui/u\ 

Till-: Rkv. Thomas Shkuidan to Swift 

IJKAU Silt, 

I siNOKUKi.v condole with you for the un.speaknblc loss 
of Mr. Harrison, which cannot be rejtaired in any other of 
his age in this world. It wounds my heart every moment 
I recollect him. I do verily Ixilieve no man living has 
met with such severe trials In losses of this kind as ytni 
have; and for thi.s last, I mu.st own, that I have great 
comjiassion for yon, ns he was every day growing more 
and more into a friend and companion; cspectally at a 
time of life which requires such a comfort. God Almighty 
support Ida poor mother; for none else can give her con¬ 
solation imcfer such a dreadful nfiliction. 

Poor old Mr. Price cannot hold out a fortnight; and his 
.son claims your promise of getting him something from 
the concordatum;' If it overtakes him alive, it may be a 
Icgaw for a worthy aufrering person, who has fallen a 
.sacriucc to bis prlnd^des. I am, dear .Sir, with all respect, 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Tiiu.mas .SnisKinAN, 

' A Aiiiil iltcn CNi’iiiiiK in lirknni hirilu! payineiu of exirnordinary 
c!X|ienKe« in cnnam tioii wiiti ilit; .Siute. 
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MXCVI. {prisinal}), 

Swift to the Rev, Thomas Sheridan 

March 2, 1735-6. 

Sometime before your letter of February 23rcl,’ my deaf¬ 
ness came on me, and my head was out of order, although 
not in the violence that you have known it. I am now some¬ 
what better. I rode out yesterday in a most violent cold 
day, which flattered me till I got on horseback, which I 
had not been for a month; and yet to-day I could hear 
Mrs. Ridgeway’s voice, which is none of the loudest. I 
still live in the old way —nine days every week I dine at 
home, but in revenge I forbid the Sunday spongers, whom 
in the lump I never loved to see, and cared less to hear, 
when I could not hear at all. 

And so you pretend to reproach me for unadvisableness. 
Teneas Damasippe tuis te? How could I stay longer in 
your town, where there is neither house, nor country, nor 
town, nor garden to walk in? I had a pre.sent lately from 
Cavan with a letter, I suppose in a female hand, well writ, 
and a pre.sent along with it of two leverets, but no name. 
I guess it came from my dear Mrs. Donaldson,"* but fearing 
it came from another who might have steeped the leverets 
in ratsbane, I made Mrs, Ridgeway cat with me, that we 
might be both poisoned together; but coming off safe, I 
am sorry that I injured diabolessam* I fully allow one 
part of what you challenge, I mean your fame of following 
the worst advice, but the other of giving the best, is not 
yet come to my knowledge. 

I have not yet spoke so fully to Mr. John Rochfort as 
I intend to do; but I was too ill to see any company at 
all. In some days I will let you know the result of his 
generosity, I doubt the Rochforts, both male and female, 
have no very sharp sense of feeling upon the score of 
avarice, but I could wish you would give categorical an- 

' hi the possession of Mr. Thomas P. Lc Fnim, It was printed in 
the “Dublin University Magazine” with Swift’s letter to Chamber¬ 
lain (supra^ vol. iv, p. 230, n. i). 

Supray p. 308. ’ Hor., “Sat.,’’ II, 3 > 324 * 

‘ The owner of the inn at Cavan {supra, p. 209, n. i). 

’ Lc,, Sheridan’s wife {supra, p. 191). 
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swcrs to every single objection of tbeirs, which i re|K‘atetl 
us far as my remembrance went, in tine of my letters, jiar- 
ticuiiU'ly of T.ntly Betty’s, that when the boy had sold his 
horse, you bought him a pair of liruils. Wliat a mischief 
had you to buy him a horse, directly against Lady Betty’s 
advice, who strictly «U:sired you to hinder llic townsmen 
from trusting him? Another thing, how came you to write 
a letter to Jaulj’ Betty, and commemled the boy above the 
skies for eveiy vii tne, as well as excellent parts, nut that 
which yttu writ when I was with you, only liarely saying 
tliat he was something incndetl, ami had a little capacity? 
This I mentioned before, but y«Hi answered nothing. 

As to your lease money, which I am to receive in July ao 
next, 1 am satisficti with it; but pra.v know that I was 
tenant, and have n title to the rent, which, liowcvcr, I give 
up, if my money be didy paid; |icrhajis ytm are ignorant 
that I nevTrwas wilhmitagnttil stun of ready money about 
me, till you strtppc«l me so liare that I am forced to borrow 
upon interest, tor I have not a tenant foan whom I have 
nut got all my rent that I can reasonably demand. I have 
not seen Dr. Ilclsham, abov** once since I got your letter, 
and then it was not in my meimtry to ask him about your 
purchaser Jiuies, 

\Vu have lo.si that p*or young man Mr. narri.son, to my 
inrmile .sorrow and disa|tpointment, anil to the very near 
breaking of hl» mother's heart. It [troveil a .spotted fever, 
wldch Is near aa ruinous as a phtgne. The doctor found no 
bad symptoms; then out came the spots; then says the 
doctor, he docs not hm grouml, and so on till hc,i,''(f^gromul, 
which was a grave. I [iroitosed much .satisfaction in seeing 
the young man otteu, anu leading tiim In his own virtuous 
way. Uuon his death I onlered the account of it, with his 
impartial character, to be printed in Faulkner's newspaper. 
I have since seen the iiuilhcr and Miss Molly once; the 
latter succeeds to his estate, which will .soften her sorrow 
much. 

I have not yet .seen Mr. Bond, nor do I know anything 
of him. Did I loll you that I much eHtccm your )‘omigcr 
son, hut thought him n IHlIe too much on the qui vivc, 
which I would have you reform in him? I know no other 
fault in him. He is an English fmy, and learned It there.’ 

' .*3liei'titnii h«tl linsiilrs TIumias, Swift's bioKrapIxtr, nncilluir son 
rnllotl Uiclisnl, Init lliis icrcreni tt is lo ilio roriner, who Imit hocn 
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Pray let me know who sent me the leverets, and my service 
to Mrs. Donaldson,'Mrs. Adreen, Mrs. Everybody, I forget 
their names, but do you tell them by name, and to the 
barrack gentlemen, I am ever your, etc. 

I had forgot your second, that letter wherein you speak 
of young I-Iarrison’s death.* I wonder you should write to 
me about concordatums for old Mr. Price. A dog in your 
street hath as much power as I to do anything for any 
friend; but that is the weakness of all recommenders, 
and the Duke * and I talked much of the indiscretion of 
that kind of people this very morning. 


MXCVII. \pnsinal,'‘-\ 

Swift to the Earl of Orrery 

March 9,. 1735 - 6 . 

... I was with the Duke of Dorset last week, who told me 
your story and filled me with anger a.s well as grief.' I 
should not grieve much if your illness would punish you 
enougl), but never return again, , , . You are neither fitted 
in body, or mind, or principles for such a way of living. 
Regularity of life is what you were destined for by God 
and nature. . . , Take this as you ought and obey me. . .. 



in conversatioiij which novcr bappenocl/^ ^ 

‘ By a slip Swift wrote Donnellan; mine hostess of the inn is evid¬ 
ently intended « " 

Supra, 3 Of Dorset 

* Sffpra, vol. Iv, p, 382^ n. r. ■ 

* Orrery was then very ill, his disorder being attributed to a ball 
at Dublin Castle whore, according to his own account, he danced 
from eight to four o*clock. His life appears to have h\in^ in the 
balance at the time Swift wrote this letter (“ Orrery Papers/^ i> i 59 )* 
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MXCVni. [Dm,e Su>i/t:\ 

Thomas CAUTitu to Swii-t 
, llcuriKilii .Street, Munh 15, 1735-6. 

I wtHM.ji htive waitctl on you, when I sent my servant 
With tt ineHsii^'e, Imi was infunned yott rlicl not see com¬ 
pany, I Itfive no tioubt the printer will Imve occasion 
for a j;reat many carjjocs from onr frienti Mr. Jervtis. I am 
very i(lad 1 had an o|i|H;irtunity of lUnni,!; anythin|.f agree¬ 
able lit yon. 1 have long wished for some instance ofassiir- 
mg you that I am. with great respect, 

Your most obedient and most Immble .servant, 

Tiioma.s Caktkk. 


MXCIX. it>fwh,.\ 

Abii.'iANttKU roi'E TO Swift 

Marth 35, 1736. 

1F ever i write more Epistles in verse, one of them shall be 
ntldreMcd to you. I have Itmg concerted it and begun it, 
but I would make what bctirs your name jih finishetl as my 
last work ought to be, that is to say, more finished than 
any of the rest. The subject Is large, and will tlivitle into 
four Episitea, which naturally follow the Essay on Man, viz. 

i. Of Inc extent and limits of human reason anti science. 

ii, A view of the tiseful and therefore attainable, and of the 

' The writer tif ihiit letter, who was of Irkh hirili, wnti one of the 
mtnil infliienilnl nolitirnl persoitniteH in the Irolnml of liis Uay, tmtl wjia 
n |mwer witl» wlinm the Kiwlkh rulers lintl to reckon. AIrcntly lii* 
nitptotiiion had uainecl for htni the office of Master of tlie Uolfs, to 
which no Jutlicinl thitio# were then nttadicit. and the t lerkshiij of the 
Clown in the Kind's, bench. The house, from which iliis iciler ia 
tinieil, Imtl then been just Iniili by him, and was amnKitificoniinnnaitm 
reiiiaikaiile for its noble utairaiROand liall and areal suite of receiition 
rimimi l“‘l'lie licoruian .Society Kccords," ii, 16}, As njipears from 
thin letter .Swifi laid been in cmmumiit iiiion wiili Carter uboiil the 
reprmliiciion of some |iortrait by Jervas, by whom Carter was more than 
once jiainieil, Imt .Swifi’s love lor liim was not great, ns a few weeks 
Inter m the " I.cgion Club’* be leferrcil to him ns "Cnllowfl Carter," 



“Si 
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unuseful and therefore unattainable, arts, iii. Of the nature, 
ends, application, and use of different capacities, iv. Of the 
use of learning, of the science of the world, and of wit it 
will conclude with a satire against the misapplication of 
all these, exemplified by pictures, characters, and examples. 

But alas! the task is great, and nan sum qualis eram\ 
My understanding, indeed, such as it is, is extended rather 
than^ diminished; I see things more in the whole, more 
consistent, and more clearly deduced from, and related to 
each other. But what I gain on the side of philosophy, I 
lose on the side of poetry: the flowers are gone, when the 
fruits begin to ripen, and the fruits perhaps will never ripen 
perfectly. The climate, under our Heaven of a Court, is but 
cold and uncertain; the winds rise, and the winter comes 
on. I find myself but little disposed to build a new house; 
I have nothing left but to gather up the relics of a wreck, 
and look about me to see how few friends I have left. Pray 
whose esteem or admiration should I desire now to procure 
by my writing? Whose friendship or conversation to obtain 
by them? I am a man of desperate fortunes, that is, a man 
whose friends are dead, for I never aimed at any other 
fortune than in friends. 

As soon as I had sent my last letter, I received a most 
kind one from you, expressing great pain for my late ill¬ 
ness at Mr, CheseldeiVs/ I conclude you was eased of that 
friendly apprehension in a few days after you had dis¬ 
patched yours, for mine must have reached you then, I 
wondered a little at your query who Cheselden was. It 
shows that the truest merit does not travel so far any way 
as on the wings of poetry. He is the most noted, and most 
deserving man in the whole profession of chirurgery, and 
has saved the lives of thousands by his manner of cutting 
for the stone, I am now well, or what I must call so, I have 
lately seen some writings of Lord BoHngbroke's, since he 
went to France,® Nothing can depress his genius. What¬ 
ever befalls him, he will still be the greatest man in the 
world, either in his own time, or with posterity. 

Every man you know or care for here, inquires of you, 
and pays you the only devoir he can, that of drinking your 
health. Here are a race sprung up of young patriots who 

^ p. 302, 

^ During his residence in France, Polingbroke occupied himself in 
writing his historical essays, and also the " Use of Retirements^ 
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woliltl animate you.' I wish you luid any motive to .«ice this 
hiuKclain. I could keen you, for I iun rich; that is, I hav« 
more than I want. I can aflbnl room fur yuur.sclf and two 
.servants; I have indeed r<H)in enuu^di; nothin^j but myself 
at homt!. 'flu* kind and hearty lutusewifc is dead; the 
a|»recal)le and instinctive nei^!hl>our is ^'une; yet my house 
is cnlitiKcd. and the ^;arden.s extend and Ihnirish, as know* 
iiitf nothing' of the miesl they have lost. ! have more fruit- 
trees niul kiU.'hen'y.ardcu than you have any thought of; 
nay, I liave good melons ami |tinc*a|nilcs of my own growth. 
1 am US much a belter gardener, as 1 am a worse jioct, than 
when yon .saw me: but gardening is near akin to philo- 
soiilty, |i»r Tully says, ammittum pimiimt Mj'iVutm. For 
dud's .sake, why should not you, that are 11 Htcj) liighcr 
than u ijhllosophcr, a divine, yet have more grace and wit 
tium to be n l:!jshn(), even give all you have to the jioor of 
Ireland, for wlmm you have already done everything else, 
so quit the [jlace, and live and tlic with me? And let latfs 
nnitm^ ftummiex lie our inoiio and our ciiila|jh. 


MC. I Ih'iuii' Siu'i/i. I 

TltK Kiev. TIIOM VS SlIldilDAN TO SWlFT 


Dkah Siw, 


March 37, 1736. 


I IIAU a plensurt? and grief at once in your letter, to find 
you had not forgotten me, and to find you uneasy at n 
tiling which dodonly can mend.* The dream, which 1 had 
before the receipt of yours, was »a odd and out of the way, 
that if ArlemidnruK were living, he would confess it to be 
out of all methods of inlerpretnlion; yet I cannot avoid 
imparling it to you, because if you be not much changeci, 
no man ever could sift a matter to the truth beyond you. 
Thus it was: mfitimis, I fell asleep, or 1 could not dream, 
mul wtiat was the first thing I saw, but lionest Cnlo in a 
cockboat by himitelf, engaging not only a large fleet of 


' T!’? t'airioitt, as ihey ware rallcil in ilttilsiait, ainonaiit wlmm 
I.oriI Clwiliiiin hcaan hi« i arcer. 

**’*.'***' •'I'Pears i« refer lr» Slieritlnn's fin«nei«l ilifRciiliitm. 
I robably a Idler fiom .Swift tmiliiteuuent lo llwi of March a itithm, 
p .11 1 > Ima been ilealroycd. 
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foreigners, but now and then obliged to tack about against 
some dirty shattered floats, filled with his own countrymen. 
All were his enemies, except a very few, who were pressed 
and carried on against their will by the arbitrary power of 
the rowers. I would give a shiliing, .as low as money is 
reduced, to know the meaning of it. , . . 


MCI, \Deane Swift^ 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

Dear S:r, ^ 

I WOULD have written last post, but I had such a violent 
iieadache, that I could no more think than a cabbage. And 
now all the business I have is to make you a paper visit, 
only to ask you, how you do? You may think me im¬ 
pertinent for the question; but when I tell you, that I have 
not above three friends, you will not wonder that I should 
be afraid of losing one of them; and therefore I must give 
you some rules of regimen i—i. Walk little and moderately, 
ii. Ride slow and often, iii. Keep your temper even with 
my friend Mrs, Whiteway, iv. Do not strain your voice, 
y, Fret not at your servants* blunders, vi, Take a cheerful 
glass, vii. Study as little as possible, viil. Find out a merry 
fellow, and be much with him. Get these precepts by heart, 
and observe them strictly; and, my life for yours, we shall 
see better times in the next century. 

I am now sowing some peas and beans, and writing a 
satire upon Mr, Fair brother, whom I style Fowl brother, the 
parish boy.* It begins thus: 

Thou lowest scoundrel of the scoundrel kind, 

Extract of all the dregs of all mankind; 

and shall end thus; 

1*11 make thy dunghill reputation s—k, 

Write thee to death with thy own pens and ink. 

If you can think of any hints of a softer kind, I beg you 
may send them by the next post; for I am in haste to 

^ The reference is to a printer called Samuel Fairbrother, who pub¬ 
lished an edition of the Miscellanies, It is probable that he was a 
relation of Worralfs heir {supra^ voh iii, p, 99), 
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will'll Ihc ra'icnl lhrmin;h Dublin. 1‘rcserit niy vtny humble 

vnn‘n I1’ itmtect nml keep 

jau r.ir the .sake uf ynur Irieiubi is the .siiiceie wish tifyour 
most obeilieiil aiitl very lutinble Hervanl. 


}y. "Ir he wails iit every tiall, 

I|i!i ill iii.iitii'il ttife is well rct eiv’d liy all, 

I trareliil ami i .miely she, he si an t a man, 
A line mnuasi nl m alt! i rnw wiih a swan. 


Mt'l I. I I 

Mrs, I'KNiURvi-R tu Swu t 

I'rimU Hircei, lyjri. 

1 AM sorry you make use of so maiiv ttmiil areurricut.s 
nr not coming to Hath.’ I was in holies, vmi inidit have 
been prcvaileil with, amt though one of my slrmiirest 
reasmiH for wishiuR you there, was Hie ilesire I* hail of see. 
Mi|? you, 1 assure you ihe coiisulcmtion of your health look 
place o( it. I have he.in! since 1 receivctl the favour of 
pun last letter, that yon have tiecn much out of onler. I 
l«’lieve we Hym|mlhi/e»t, (or I was very ill with a feverish 
iltsonler ami tmuRh for a imnitli, which oblieetl me in defer 
ansnvcrintt your letter till I came to town. I left the Ilnlh 
last VVeilnesday semiieht, very full ami Ray. I ihink Hath 
a more comfortable place to live in Hum Lomlon; all the 
eiUertnmments of the place lie in a small compass, and you 
are at yjnir lilierty to partake of them, or let them atone, 
lust as it suils your humour. This town Is {irown to .such 
an enormous sijie, that aliovc half the day must he spent 
ill the streets, in I'oirRt from one place to another. 1 like it 
every year less ami less. I was grieved at parting with 
Hiuhttr. 1 her pralty well, [ hud marc [^Icnnurcj in 
her coriversalion Hian from anything f met with at the 
Hath. sister has fnuml tlic good effect of your kind 
wi..hes. She is very much recovered, ami in town with me at 
presenl, lait leaves me in a fortnight to go to my mother. 

When 1 went out of town last autumn, Hie reigning 
lUsidMr’^'N Wiri Isu'iludli: * I (md it iiuw turned an !*n^icjulni 

^ h* du^ Uiifi'ili ^ *V*w^aii p, 

I he huiMiMT \vht» i a hur hc^iutir U:i iry uul lluu* llicnx 

w»i)i mily (hfd luui Mur Kailudli, 
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a dramatic satire on the times/ It has had almost as long 
a run as the Beggar’s Opera, but, in my opinion, not with 
equal merit, though it has humour. Monstrous preparations 
are making for the royal wedding.” Pearl, gold and silver, 
embroidered on gold and silver tissues. I am too poor and 
too dull to make one among the fine multitude. The news¬ 
papers say, my Lord Carteret’s youngest daughter is to 
have the Duke of Bedford. I hear nothing of it from the 
family, but think it not unlikely.” The Duke of Marl¬ 
borough and his grandmother are upon bad terms.” The 
Duke of Bedford, who has also been ill treated by her, has 
offered the Duke of Marlborough to supply him with ten 
thousand pounds a year, if he will go to law and torment the 
old dowager. The Duke of Chandos’s marriage has made a 
great noise; and the poor Duchess is often reproached 
with her being bred up in Burr Street, Wapping.' 

Mrs. Donnellan, I am afraid, is so well treated in Ireland, 
that I must despair of seeing her here, and how or when 
I shall be able to come to her, I cannot yet determine. 
She is so good to me in her letters, as always to mention 
you. I hope I shall hear from you soon: you owe me that 
pleasure, for the concern I was under when I heard you 
was ill. I am, Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged humble .servant, 

M. Pendarves. 

I beg my compliments to all friends that remember me, 
but particularly to Dr. Delany. 

Addressed—To the Dean of St. Patrick’.s, at the Deanery, 

Dublin. 

' One of the plays by Henry Fielding which led in the following 
year to restrictive legislation in regard to the stage. 

* That of the Prince of Wales (si/^ra, p. 328). 

” Lord Carteret’s fourth daughter did not marry for twelve years, 
and became the wife of the fourth Marquess of Twoedale. Her sug- 
posted husbanc1> the fourth .Duke of Bcclforcij was then a widower* 
His first wife was a sister of Lord Carteret's son-in-law, the Hon* John 
Spencer {snpra^ p, 68, n, 2), 

Ihc younger Duchess of Marlborough, Congreve's patroness 
vol. lii, p, 337, n, 5), had died a few years before, and had been 
succeeded m the title by her nephew, the eldest son of the third Earl 
of Sunderland and her sister* 

* The Princely Chandos had married that month the daughter of 
one John Van Hattan, who had been previously married to Sir Thomas 
Dnvall. A fortune of ;£4o,ooo was probably not her least attraction in 
the then embarrassed circumstances of her second husband* 
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SWII T TU AI.IvKANUKU I’Ul'K 


Uiililin, 1736. 

Mvatmmfin illtips-i Imirihia kimt whiVh iiUerlydhqimlifies 
nu' fill' nil cuitvcrNiuitni, I mwm my d^'fifnosH, arul intkccl it 
is that mily which «h'n(:'niira^»c??» litt* frmn all thmiehts of 
K<«n|.; tn ICiiKlami, hecatNc I am itovt-r niirc that it may not 
n<lmn In a week. If it were a fjmul honest uruit, I coiilct 
rateh an interval to lake a voyaKe, and In a warm lotUdng 
tret an easy chair, and lie able to hear and roar nmonw’my 
friends. * 

As to what you say of yonr letters/ since yon have many 
years of life more than I, my resohiUnn is to rlirect my ck- 
editors to send yon all yonr letters, well scaled and 
packeted, alonjr with some legacies mentioned in my wiil, 
anti leave them entirely to your disjiosal. Those things are 
all tied lip. endorsed and locked in a l ahinct. and 1 have 
not one .servant who can [iropcrly he .said to write or rend. 
No mortal shall copy them, Inii yon shall surely liavc them, 
wlien 1 am no more, I have a little repined at my being 
Idtherto slip|tcd liyyoii in yonr 1*:|list les. not from any other 
ambition than the title of a friend, and in that sen.se 1 ex- 
pect yon shall ricrform yonr promise. If yonr health, and 
loisnrc, and Inclination will jicrmil. I deny yonr losing on 
the side of poetry; I could reason against yon a little from 
experience. You arc, and will be some years to come, at 
the age when invention still l<cc|»s its ground, and judge* 
ment is at full maturity; but yonr snbjeels are much mo’rc 
ilinicnit when conrineil lo verse. 1 am arniucd to see you 
exhaust the wliolc science of morality in so masterly a 
manner. Sir VV. l einpic said, that the loss of friends was a 
tax upon long life. It need not be very long, since you 
liavc had so great a slinre, but I have not above one left, 
anti in this country I |i,ivo only a few general companions 
of good naliire, and middling understandings. 

How .should I know Cliescldeii.* On your side, men of 
fame start mt and the before vve licre, at least I, know any* 


’ Sw'ifi is rviilemly rr|.l>.iiij5 m t'MjwV iHier nf 33 M«rdi, but die 
pftssflge It) witali lie tuis been Miiiiiicil from [i. 


f 
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Sv 1 VT <=omfortecl with what you 

say of Lord Bohngbroke’s genius still keeping up and nre 

t? the®w° -t 1 ^ r'' 

1 t 'voilcl, Common rcpoi*ts have made me very uncasv 

hath been very near death. I love him for being a patriot 

unclSan^'‘1 "'' his excellent 

c soSr« !rf’i P®‘'vei-se nature of my 

them, and which are 
wait n?ni ^ ^o‘‘ converse, could hinder me from 

In chX Twickenham, and nursing you to Paris. 

Ill shoit my ailments amount to a prohibition; although I 
am as you describe yourself, what I must call well vet I 
have not spirits left to ride out, which, excepting walking 

rverv''L'"u^ c iversion. And I must expect fo decliife 
cvciy month, like one who lives upon his principal sum 

lld^nli lessen every day, and indeed I am Hkewlse 
aid nobody ptys"m? while everybody owes me, 

^ young race of patriots on your side, which 
pves me some glimpse of joy, here we have the direct con- 
iiaiy, a race of young dunces and atheists, or old villains 

?tu ri 'tiore wicked and 

1 “1 Charteris. Your wants are so few, that you 

nail h! so 

many, that a Kings seven millions of guineas would not 
support me, 


MCIV. [Faulkner and Sheridan:\ 


Swift and Mr.s. Whiteway to the Rev, Thoma.s 
Sheridan 


Swift 


April 24,1736. 


I have been very ill for these two months past with giddi¬ 
ness and deafness, which lashed me till about ten days ago. 
when I gradually recovered, but still am weak and indolent, 
not thinking anything worth my thoughts;' and although 

III the IDubliii Ga/cttc ** of 23'‘27 March the followiiiir Daracranli 
hacUpponredi “The Rev. Dr. Si^iftfDean of .srSWiXS 
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I forget whiU I am going to say, so It serves for nothing 
"--I am well cntuigh to ride, yet t will not be at the iiains. 
Yoiir fricml Mrs. Whiteway, witn is ujatn all occasiiais .so 
r.ealtnis to vimUcale, is one win an 1 ilesircyou to chitlc; for 
lUiring my whole sii kiiess shewas jaTitetiially ]tlagihng and 
s|iongjitg on me, ami though she would tirink no wine her* 
self, yet she increased the eK|H;nse by making me force it 
down her throat. Some t*f your eight rides I follow, .some I 
rciect, some I cannot t'om|iass, I mean merry fellows.’ Mr, 
John Ruchforl never fails; I did williin two days [last ring 
liiin such a |»eid in relation to you, that he imisi be the 
d 'I not to consider it; I will use him the same way if Itc 
Comes to-morrow, whicli i do not itonbi, fur a iiinl of wine. 
I like yotir project of a satire on Kairbrolher, who is an 
annul rascal i»i every circumstance. 


Mhs. WnmiWAV 

h'vcry syllable that is worth reading in tins let ter you are 
to NU|)|)ose 1 wrote; the Dean only t<stk the hints from me, 
but be has iml them so ill together that I am forced to tell 
ymi this in my own jnslificalion. Had yon been worth 
nanging, yon wouhl have come to town this v,teat ion, and I 
would have shown you a pticm on the l.cgion flub.* 1 do 
not doubt but llial a certain jierson will (iretend he wrote 
it, because there Is a copy of it in his haml lying on his 
table, but do not mind that, for there are some iicoptc irt 
the world will say anything. 1 wish ymi conhl give some 
account of poor Dr. Hheridan; I hear the reason he tlltl not 
come to town this FaMier is, that he wailed to sec a neigh* 
hour of his hangeil.’ 

for Rome lime pasi very l»«Ui lil« disorder Ims iiimeil i« im ajfite, and 
it is now hoped ihnt he is somewhat better.'' 

' .NW^ni, p. 317. 

* 'I’hls fnmoiiR jHtem miijimiied In the prorredinjjs of tltn llmisc of 
t'omnmns on the ipmstlwn of iheiiilmof ajjisiinent i»w/ioi, p. joj, n. ,|), 
sliiiiity Imfnrn the proroj^aiion nf ilte Irish i'ailiiimeni on the yoih of 
itm previmis month. On ihe $ih a iiriiiiMn had been presented from 
tlie grarlers praying relief, anri had been referred to « eonimitlee with 
Mamin Antfmny Morgan ns ehnlrman. ttn the i7fli the cunimiiieo 
reftotted ilmi ilie peiitiuncts had proved iheir i nse, ami on the latli 
the rminiHins resolved llmi the giaocrsdeserved iheniroiigest support 
the Itmise tntdil give them 

" A'lifint, p. aau. 
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Swift 

Whatever is said in this page by Goody Whitewav T 

have not read nor will read; but assure youfif UrelS’to 

^ says you have taught her that art 

and as the world goes, and she takes you for a wise man 

you said so little of your own affairs and of your health* 

scien™orhaTO LlfTt™verme?°^ 

Mrs. Whiteway 

The plover-eggs were admirable,‘ and the worsted for the 
Deaffs stockings so fine that but o’ne knitterTeJ^lan kd? 

Swift 

We neither of us know what the other hath written* so 

rustlv"^^®*' K !fprovided you 
J fitly give us both our share, and each of us will read our 

dSrSS i» S' “ 

Mrs. Whiteway 

about money, you 

need not mind him; for to my knowledge he borroS 
twenty pounds a month ago to keep himself alive. 

Swift 

I am sorry to tell you that poor Mrs. Whitewav is to be 
hanged on Tuesday next for stealing a piece of Inrlinn ciiir 

out 0f B,.*Ws shop, and did SXh'Cse on S 

So'lJi™ Club ildT ri**”" ? '"“'“ly poom on 

Club, which, if the printer will be condemned 

it ii f-wn"®h ^ ^ threepenny book; for 

It IS two hundred and forty lines. Mrs, Whifowav is to 
have half the profit and half the hanging.. 

said Swift to Mrs. Pilkinirton f“ Memoirs " Hi 
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MHS. WniTKWAV 

The Drajjicr went this day to the Tholscl cih a merchant 
to sign a iietitiun t«* the government against lowering the 
gold, where we hear he made a long H|ieet‘h for which 
he will he reckoned a Jacobite. Uod senti hanging docs 
not go roitnd.' 



Swirr TO TiiK Duki*. ok 1)oh.skt I 

I 

lk 4 it<?ry 4 Aiy 5 , 1736 . { 

At.TnuUi;ir ymr Gnic;t? vmy mm to kuw uh, and that | 
con^iidtjring my and infirniiliis» 1 iramua raasunnWy ] 
cxpaci evar tu ymi aj^ain, yc?l hUwc ynii have many pra- S 

(ermenU in llm Church in dt^pn^c uf, which il U understnod j 

wilt be done befiire ynur depariurc^ 1 caniint but Umni that ^ 

you will please tu tiniik mi Mr- Marmaduke IMdllipn, who j 

iH the Htm of a con^^iderable Kcnllenum Hiune yeara deceanedi | 

of a |j[Mod estate, nart wliereof he made over in his lifeiimo I 

to his son, but htiU\^\ an easy nejjHtjent man, careleHS in his j 

expenses, prevailed upon Mr. Marinaduke lo restore that | 

bit of an entate to jiay mime urj^ent tiebt, |irrimiHing to j 

give him a batter, which he was never able to do; by j 

which (hiiure, Mr» IMnllips, who was a younger son, was | 

left wholly unpruvkled \hr* Me k a loyal subject to 

‘ ‘‘On Halarday him du?re was a nusstinn nf the iti(i?rrlifuU!i of this i 
city HI iho Cliiiiil flail iit iho *fhob«l wimro a reinonmmrico was drawn 
wp luul jiianed by iIusmi lu ho laid lasfnre his tirace Iho Lord Licjmonwnl 
and Crmntil aKninsi iMworlim iho kold enJn, anrl anuma oiher reasons 
for dun fallowing onmj dnu u wemTd bo a l anso by lossoiting die 
thanao Ui make dm alwinoes hvo widi Imuor advaruago in EnRlancl. 

Among die rest dm Uev. Umn Hwift appeared as a member of dm 
thiild and nkmtl dm remomnranco and made a speeih whith we are 
mid was 10 dm folluwInK porimse . - C’ \hw\ Omirrenccs,” April 
;17)» Hwifds sjmerh will \m found in the ** Prose WorkC vil, 3J7. 

** llhu MHH, ConiM vuL i, 11* itki 

’ Phillips p, wu n. 1 ) was denceiuled from one 

fit Chkhesirr'a imderiakers in dm PhuUafion of Ulster who married a 
kinswoman ol Arihbishop Ussher. He was born in a suburb of Dublin 
known an Dnirm ondra, where Marmaduke Co||hill, the judweof dm 
Preranaiive Cmin rrsiiled, and proliably doriveil his thrisimn name 
from him> 
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lang George, perfectly well educated and an ornament to 
his profession. In his travels he had the good fortune to be 
known to an eminent commander, my Lady Duchess’s 
father, on which account I cannot but think he hath some 
title to your Graces favour, having been recommended bv 
the same commander, the effects whereof he hath not yet 
found, which was neither your Grace’s fault nor his own 
but by tlie miserable condition of this unfortunate 
kingdom. 

* i «^nsible of my unhappiness in think- 

ing differently from your Grace both as to person and 
aipiirs, and at what distance you thought fit to keep me 
whenever I offered to speak in favour of anyone who I 
thought deserved well. But whether I am to be believed or 
J Pi’otest in the presence of God, that I never moved 
anything to ]/our Grace which I did not think would be 
for your service, and acceptable to those whom you ap- 
pear most to value, and who have the greatest veneration 
for you. Considering the honour I have po.sse.ssed of boincr 
known to your Grace and to many of your illu.strious 
family from your early youth, I hope I have not been too 
importunate or too frequent a solicitor. To put a great 
man m mind of rewarding virtue and merit is indeed not 
often after the usual course of proceeding, and perhaps, 
by the violence of factions, is less practised at present 
than it hath been for many years past; for I much doubt 
whether one repre.scntation of pensons in a thousand to 
a .1 rince, a Viceroy, or a Prime Minister, be not more to 
serve a scheme than to reward virtue, learning, or good 
sense.. Besides, my Lord, it is not only popularity, but 
strict justice In a chief governor here, to share part of his 
favours among those Lnglish inhabitants who lie under 
the misfortune of being born in this kingdom, if the latter 
have equal merit, whereof your Grace, when you are truly 
informed, will ever be a perfect judge and a true esteemer. 

Mr. 1 hillips IS at present in circum,stances unworthy of 
his birth, Ins virtue, and his learning.” His last request to 
me was the mere result of his long despondency. It was 
to desire that your Grace would please to put him out of 

a Colycnr {supra^ vol, i, p. no, n. i). 

lo Imvo resigned the rectory of Raheny before 
hla ‘ ““''1 iwo benefices in the diocese of Cloyne to which he 

nad been presented by the Crown, 
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Huspenac b)» Itsttlnp^ him kiujw whether you hful tmy fnvour* 
nbic intciUiona towiirda him in the cliHlribution of those 
Church prcfcrmciUa runv in yuur Kilh bcciuiac lie is much 
more uneasy imilcr his present unccrliiinty than he conk) 
be by ttuy detcrniinulion. I have not the least intention of 
nutting your Grace to the trouble of any answer to this 
letter, but leave the alTnir entirely in your own breast. 


MCVI. 

SWtFT TO IllSHOI* MoRT 

la, 

Mv Lord,' 

1 IIAVK two or three times begun a letter to your Lord¬ 
ship, and as often laid it aside; until, by the unasked advice 
of fiomc friends of yours, and of nil my own, I resolved at 
last to tell you my thoughts u|«iii the affair of the poor 
printer who suffered so much U|»on your Lordship's account, 
confined to a tlimgeon among eommon tliieves, and others 
with Infcctiniis tllseases, to the Imicard of his life; beside 
tile expense of almve iwenly'five (loutuls, and beside the 
ignominy to be sent to Newgale like a common malc- 
fnclor. 

' pie twrlion of Uisliop lion's |w«npl»I«i ilmi afipears to have been 
inspired lijr Swift iOMlAUtetl a piaiwim) dint nny oues- 

tion which die company coukl not dectilo slumld ho UUl before '’die 
renowned Serjeant Iteiicswordi who Bhrmid b« nppaiined arbiirnior- 
Keneral in all disputes,’' and iltat "if any lady should find herself 
nirgrievod by the decisinn of Mr, lleiieswonh, It should be lawful for 
her to remove her cause by a|>|i«al before the Upright Man in Essex 
Sired, who having never iiven a t orrupi Jiidumem, mighi be citllcd 
next after his Holiness at Rome, the only Infallible judge upon eardi." 
Needless losny, Mdteswortli hastened in avail himself of his privilege 
ns A member of Parlininent. On 3 March a complaint was made m 
die House of Commons Against Cieorge Fnullmer ns primer of n 
[miiiphlet conlaining “ two scandalous paragraidis highly reflecting on 
R memher of this Mouse," and on Faulbner’s being brought to tliobar, 
an ortier was made mniniiilng him a dose prisoner to Newgale. Two 
daya Inter a jtiieous petition for mercy was road from him selling forth 
that he was 111 a very bad stale of healili and that mntignant fever was 
raging in the gaol, and expressing imidi sorrow for ms afTonce, and 
the Mouse relaxed so far a# to allow Idin to he remanded from New¬ 
gate, but ortlered him to he still comimied in custmly of the serjeaiii- 
at-amiH, and only ciinsonied to his discharge on receiving some days 
mter another abject apology from bim. 
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His misfortunes do also very highly and personally con¬ 
cern me; for, your Lordship declaring your desire to have 
that paper looked for, he did at my request search his shop, 
and unfortunately found it, and, although he had absolutely 
refused before to print it, because my namo as the author 
was fixed to it, which was very legible, notwithstanding 
there was a scratch through the worclsj yet* at my desire, 
he ventured to print it. Neither did Faulkner ever name 
you as the author, although you sent the paper by a clergy¬ 
man, one of your dependents, but your friends were the 
only persons who gave out the report of its having been 
your performance. I read your Lordship’s letter written to 
the printer, wherein you argue, that he is, in these deal- 
ing.H, the adventurer, and must run the hazard of gain or 
loss. Indeed, my Lord, the case is otherwise. He sells 
such papers to the running boys for farthings apiece, and 
is a gainer, by each, less than half a farthing; and it is 
seldom he sells above a hundred, unless they be of .such as 
only spread by giving offence, and consequently endanger 
the printer both in loss of money and liberty, as was the 
case of that very paper, which, although it be written with 
spirit and humour, yet, if it had not alfcctcd Bettesworth, 
would scarce have cleared above a shilling to Faulkner; 
neither would he have done it at all but at my urgency, 
which wa-s the effect of your Lordship’s commands to me. 

But, as your Lord.ship has since been universally known 
for Uie author, although never named by Faulkner or me, 
so it is as generally known that you never gave him the 
least consideration, for his losses, disgraces, and dangers of 
his iife. I have iieard this, and more, from every person of 
my acquaintance whom I see at home or abroad, and 
particularly from one person too high to name,' who told 
me all the particulars, and I heartily wished, upon your 
account, that I could have assured him that the poor man 
had received the least mark of your justice, or, if you please 
to call it so, your generosity, which I would gladly inform 
that great person of before he leave u.s. Now, my Lord, as 
God, assisting your own good management of a very ample 
fortune, has made you extremely rich, I may venture to 
say, that the printer has a demand, in all conscience, justice, 
and honour, to be fully refunded, both for his disgraces, his 


' /.r., the Duke of Dorset. 
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Itixses, and ihc nupiirmit danger of his life; and ihnt mj- 
opinion ought to Ik; t*f noiiic weight, beciutsc I wtis an 
innocent instrument, drawn in l»y ymir I.onbhip, auninat 
Faulkner's will, to he an oia asion of his aufferinga. And if 
you shall please Ui rcromiK-nse him in the manner that all 
people hope or desire, it will he no more in your purse than 
a droi» in the hncket; and as soon as I shall lie informed of 
it, I .shall immediately write to that very great person, in 
.such a manner as will he mrrst to the advantage of yemr 
character, for which, I am sure, he will rejoice, and so will 
all your friends, or, if you have any enemies, they will be 
inil to silence. 

Ymir Lordship has lm» gisnl an understaniling to imagine 
that my [trincipal regarti in this affair is not to your repuia- 
lion, although it lie likewise mingleit with |iily to the inno-« 
cent sun'ercr. And I ho|H; yon will cttnsiflcr, that this case 
is not among those where it is a mark rrf rnagnaniinily to 
dc^)ise llie censure of the worhl; Iwiause all g<H«l men will 
differ from you, and iin|itite your coiuinct only to a sparing 
temper, mmn an tsi’casion whcr«; common justice and 
humanity reqniretl a direct contrary proceciling. 1 con- 
elude with assuring your I,ord«hip again, that what I liave 
written was clticfly lor ymir Lordship's credit and service: 
because I am, with great truth, 

S'onr l.ordship's most, etc. 


MCVn. [lhanf Sivi/i.\ 


Till-: Rkv, Tiimmah HitEitiDAN to Kwiit anu 
Mrs, VViitTRWAV 

t3i I73<c 

Ta SwtrT 

Dear Sir, 

i .SKN'ii you an encorninm njam 1‘owlljroihcr enclosed, 
which I liopc you will correct, and if the world should 
charge me with flattery, you will l>c so good ns to explain 
the obligations I He under to that great and grMid book¬ 
seller.* 

Sufiut, |i. jiy. 
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To Mrs. Whiteway 

Madam, 

How the plague can you expect that I should answer 
two persons at once,* except you should think I had two 
heads, but this is not the only giddiness you have, been 
guilty of. However I shall not let the Dean know it. 

To Swift 

Sir, 

I wonder you would trust Mrs. Whiteway to write any¬ 
thing in your letter. You have been always too generous 
in your confidence. Never was any gentleman so betrayed 
and abused. She said more of you than I dare commit to 
this paper. 

To Mrs. Whiteway 

Madam, 

I have let the Dean know all the kind things you said 
of him to me, and that he has not such a true friend in the 
world. I hope you will make him believe the same of me. 

To Swift 

Sir, 

I wish you would banish her your house, and take my 
wife in your stead, who loves you dearly, and would take 
all proper care, if any sickness should seize you. She would 
as infallibly take as much care of you as ever she did of 
me; and you know her to be a good-natured, cheerful, agree¬ 
able companion, and a very handy woman, whereas Mrs. 
Whiteway is a morose, disagreeable prater, and the most 
awkward devil about a sick person, and very ill-natured 
into the bargain. 

To Mrs. Whiteway 

Madam, 

I believe it will not require any protestations to convince 
you, that you have not a more sincere friend upon the 
earth than I am. The Dean confesses that he had some 
little dislikings to you—I fancy he hears some whispers 
against you—but I believe his share of this letter will set 
all matters right, I know he has too much honour to read 

* Supra^ p, 322. 
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ytiur part «f it, anti lliorufcire I may venuirti in sneak mv 
jniml iFccly Ci.^arr^lm^^ him. IVay. betwct'it tnir.'clvps h 
he not growit viMy ,n.sitlvc of latt;? lie um\ formerly to 
lialeii tt» his fririith ailvur. lint imw \n< may its well talk to 

’I t* Kwil T 

SiK, 

I beg that iirt|«;riinent woman, wlin Ims mmccoimtnblv 
got ytuir car, may not hitcrtiipi ytm. wliiltj you rent! the 
encamimn.niHl while you give it a ttmeh of ymir hnish. for 
I fear the colcmrs arc riot strong cmnigh. Cntmot you draw 

ject fit for the hriesi hand. Whnl a glorlmis thing it would 
he to make him hang himself [ h^wouici 

/Vs to business. I have noiiting to say aliiiut money yet 
a while, but by 1 lie next post yon shall have two scholars' 

and r Mn (,R«rhh.rt| can force lilmself to do me justice 
it will |«iit alwnit iwcMly-'five ikuiiuIs in your imcket. Hut 
llicn yon must remark, ilwt ymi will put Iweiily of it out 

IT*'* '* ‘ I lutvc nobody after 

that to gather for but you; and if money comes in as I 
expect, yon may borrow from. Sir, yours. 

My tenants are as |atur us Job, and as wicked »w Ids wife, 
or um clogs would have given me some money before this. 
Mr. Jones swavrs he will not pay you the bond wldcli I 
gave you, except you comedown to receive it; for he thinks 
It but leasonable that you should honour lleltiirbet ns well 

ul. «rr-‘ . v:iH“x n* •''*» ‘O'cn to sice 

you at CootehiJl, All Hie ccnniiry' long for you. My green 

geese, etc., arc grown ttwi fat I have twenty lambs, upon 
honour, m nhimir as jnimns, and m delicate as ortolans. I 
ate one of them yesterday. A htdl, a bull; ho, I cry mercy. 

«f Cialwny next vacation. I 
miciicl to make iJubhn my way, in order to conduct you 

!f ir beauty, iincl every inch 

oi it walkablc. I wish you nil happiness till 1 see you: and 
remain, with all rcapecl. 

Yoiir moat ahedient inn! very luimble servant, 

Thomas SiiiomjAN. 


p, 


* AV/oi, |). ai, n. 
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MCVIII. IFaulhner?^ 

Swift and Mrs. Whiteway to the Rev. Thomas 
Sheridan ■ 

Dublin, May 15, 1736. 

Swift, 

Mrs, Whiteway and I were fretting, raging, storming, and 
fuming, that you had not sent a letter since you got to your 
Caban—for the v consonant was anciently a b—I mean 
Cavan; but however, we mingled pity, for we feared you 
had run away from school, and left the key under the door,^ 
We were much disappointed, that the spring and beginning 
of summer had not introduced the muses, and that your 
now walkable roads had not roused your spirits, 

We are here the happiest people in the universe; we have 
a year and a half before the Club will meet to be revenged 
farther on the clergy, who never offended them, and in 
England their Parliament are following our steps, only with 
two or three steps for our one*^ It is well you liave done 
with the Church, but pray take care to get money, else in a 
year or two more they will forbid all Greek and Latin 
schools, as Popish and Jacobite, I took leave of the Duke 
and Duchess to-day, He has prevailed on us to make a 
promise to bestow upon England twenty-five thousand 
pounds a year for ever, by lowering the gold coin, against 
the petition of all the merchants, shopkeepers, etc,, to a man 
—may his own estate be lowered the other forty parts—for 
we now lose by all gold two and a half per cent/ He will 

* Easter fell that year on 25 April, I*i‘obably Sheridan bad been 
away from Cavan during the holidays, 

^ The allusion is to the Bill for the relief of Quakers in the recovery 
of tithes, which was afterwards rejected by the Lords. 

” On May 8 ** Pue^s Occurrences” says: “Yesterday a great number 
of merchants accompanied by the Rev. Dean Swift, ana our two re¬ 
presentatives in Parliament, waited on his Grace the Duke of Dorset 
at the Castle, and presented a petition praying to be heard by counsel 
against lowering the gold coin, which we hear was granted and they 
will bo heard this day.” In another newspaper it is added that “the 
Dean was pleased to speak to the Duke, and to set forth the ill con¬ 
sequence it would be to this kingdom if our coin should be reduced.” 
Again on the nth “Pue’s Occurrences” says; “On Saturday last 
the merchants of the city were heard by counsel before his Grace our 
Lord Lieutenant and Honourable Privy Councii against lowering the 








332 CORRESPONDKNCIS Dl> [,736 

Ik* a belter, thnt Is tn sny u wnrse, man by sixty ilituisniKl 
iimmils ihan Ih; was wIk-u lu; came over, ami ilie iialioii 
heller, tliat is to say woi-.e, liy altove lialf a iriillion, beside 
the worthy metlioil he hath taken iit dis|)tisal of employ- 
meiitH in Church and Stale. 

Here Is a ciused Ioiii.f libel riinnintj alKtiil in manuscript 
on the I.p),!ion Chib; it Is in verse,and the foolish town im- 
!*nlcs it to me. I lieie were not above thirteen abused, as 
It is said, in the oriKittnl,' but others have added more, which 
I never saw. thoi 4 ;h I have once read the true one. I have 
often y.iven my opinion that an honest man never wished 
himself to be yoim][»cr. My sentiment I find ouKht not to 
have been universal, because to mv sorrow I have lived to 
ehanKe. I have seen since the death of the late Queen, who 
had few c(|uals before her in every virtue since monarchy 
begftn, .so great a contempt of religion, morality, lilrcrty, 
learning, and common sense, among ns in this Kingdom; 
a hundred tiegrws beyomi what I ever met with in any 
writer ancient or modern. 1 am very confident that a com¬ 
plete history of the foolish, wicketl, weak, malicions, niiiimiH, 
factions, nnaccountable, ridiculous, absurd jirocccdings in 
ibis kingdom would contain twelve large volumes in folio 
of the smallest letter in the largest paper, 

What hath h*owlbruiher done to provoke yon? I either 
never heard, or have forgot ymir provocations; bm he was 
a fellow I have never been able to endnre. If it can be 
done, I will have it printed,ami the title Bhall lie," Upon n 
certain Hooksidlcr, or I’riiiter, in Utopia." Mrs, Whitewny 
will be here to-morrow, and slic will answer your sincere, 
open-hearted letter ven* particularly j for which I will now 
leave room. Ho ailicit for one night 

Mkk. Wuitewav 

Blit, 

I am most sincerely obliged to you for all the civil things 
you have said to me, and of me to the Dean. I found the 

unld «Ilia iiiul ftir raistnu* iha foreign silver, 'Dm Inwyers were gaton 
Siiumartl, Kst|,, Kecnrdcr of this City, »iicl Amliimf Mafone, Ksq. 1 
diese ueiiilMMcn iirnvinu wiili llio Krealeo <»lrriwih of imsaning ine 
evils ilmi wuiiUl anemt iwwerinjj die khIiI, and iiie Iwnefii of raising 
die foreign silver. ' 

' Kmirieen ineinlieia are named in tlie version iliai lias come down 
to us ('* I'ooikid Will It<5," ti, 
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good effect of them this clay; when I waited on him, he re¬ 
ceived me with great good humour, said something had 
happened since he saw me last, that had convinced him of 
rny merit; that he was sorry he had treated me with so 
little distinction, and that hereafter I should not be put 
upon the foot of an humble companion, but treated like a 
lady of wit and learning, and fortune; that if he could pre¬ 
vail on Dr. Sheridan to part with his wife, he would make 
her his friend, his nurse, and the manager of his family. I 
approved entirely of his choice, and at the same time ex¬ 
pressed my fears, that it would be impossible for j^ou to 
think of living without her; this is all that sticks with me. 
But considering the friend-ship you express to me for the 
Dean, I hope you will be persuaded to consider his good 
rather than your own, and send her up immediately, or 
else it will put him to the expense of giving three shillings 
and four pence for a wife; and he declares that the badness 
of pay of his tithes, since the resolutions of the Parliament 
of Ireland, puts this out of his power. 

Swift 

I could not guess why you were so angry at Fowlbrother; 
till Mrs. Whiteway, who you find is now with me, said it 
was for publishing .some works of vours and mine like a 
rogue, which is so usual to their tracle, that I now am weary 
of being angry with it. I go on to desire that my Mrs. 
Donaldson will let me know what I owe her, not in justice 
but generosity. If you could find wine and victuals, I could 
be glad to pass some part of the summer with you, if health 
would jpermit me; for I have some Club enemies, that would 
bo glad to shoot me, and I do not love to be shot; it is a 
death I have a particular aversion to. But I shall hence¬ 
forth walk with servants well ordered, and have ordered 
them to kill my killers; however I would have them be the 
beginners. I will do what I can with Mr. Richardson, who, 
money excepted, is a very honest man.' liow is your breath¬ 
ing? As to myself, my life and health are not worth a groat, 
How shall we get wine to your cabin? I can spare some, 
and am preparing diaculum to save my skin as far as 
Cavan, and even to Belturbet. Pray God preserve you I I 
am, etc. 

’ Probably one of William Richardson's relations {st/j!>ra, p. 140). 
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MClX. [a//.'] 

Swil’T TO MKS. Wliri'K,WAY 

May IS, 1736 - 

I I'HOMisK lo |itiy It* Mj'.m. MaiTha Whiicway for llie use of 
ht*r Him John VVliiUnvay,” wluaicvcr ho hcatiiieH to aotnc able 
chir^^r^•oft^ a |ircntit:c\ aiul six imnUhs after lie is bound 
a|«|trentice, to the sahl chiriirKCon, the sum of one hunclrccl 
|(iiuiuls sierlint' as a reward or fine to be jfiven to the said 
t:hii'ni|;con for rcccivinfj the said Jolin Whiteway for his 
appreiuiire, and for teachintf him the art of chirurgery. 
Witness my hand and seal this fifteenth day of May 1736 
(six). 

JiiNATii. Swift (L.S.). 

Witnesses present: 

Signed and scaletl in presence of 

Roger Kendrick. 

Alexr. Caratlas. 


MCX. 

Thk Rev. JaiiK CJerki'; tk Swift 

lajiconthe, May 16, 173ft. 

Mk. Dean,* 

Ik you have not tpiilc forgot an old nctiiiaintance, living 
in a little obscure corner of the world cnilcti I .etcornbe near 
Wantage in Jlerks, I beg leave to recommend to you the 
bearer, a gentleman lieUmging to the army, son to the Lady 

• In die Forster Collct iion. ’ .Y«/ni, |), afta, ri. <|. 

’ In die Forster Collcclinn, No. 567. 

' Aiiitareiuly there had been no roinnuinlcaiion between Swift and 
(ipire since ibey mried twenty twn years before that lime. Geree, 
vkini lived niiiil 1761 (mfita, vnl. ii, p. 13.1, n. a), had been nppnlnied 
in 173,1 a Gallon of llcrefard. A eorrcspnmknco in *'Notes and 
Qiieoea'' thiiioK die rnrly part of the year 117U elicited die facts that 
Gcrce's father had been Virnr of Farnliant, and tliai a serrium on the 
*' Fstelleiicy of a I'libhc .Spirii," preached by tteicc in Winchester at 
die A&sires in esisiis in |iriiii. 
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Scroggs who is my parishioneiV and succeeded the late 
Mr. George Fettiplace in his house and estate. I have sent 
some translations of Horace by this gentleman, which I beg 
you would look over, and give me your impartial opinion 
of them. You will excuse the interlineations, etc., because 
having but just finished the revising and correcting them I 
had not time to get them transcribed. I shall trouble you 
no farther, than to add that any favours shown to Captain 
Scroggs, shall be very thankfully acknowledged by, Sir, 
Your most obedient and obliged humble servant, 

John Geree. 

Addressed —To the Reverend Dr. Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick’s, 


MCXI. 

Swift to the Rev. Thomas Sheridan 

May 23, 1736. 

I RISGEIVKD your letter yesterday, and your two receipts 
to Mr. Macaulay and Mr, Lucas. I writ this morning to 
Macaulay who owns the debt, and is ready to pay it. I hear 
he is a most worthy man, and writ an excellent discourse 
in defence of the clergy, which I have read with much 
pleasure." I writ to Mr. Lucas, but he has been gone home 
this fortnight to the county of Monaghan so you may fish 

' T.iuly .ScrogHs was the widow of Sir William Scroggs, a clistin- 
guiahecl lawyer, and son of tho famous Chief Justice in Charles II’s 
reign. 

^ In tho Forster Collection, No. 551. Portion of the letter was 
printed by Faulkner under an incorrect date. 

" It was no doubt then that Swift became first acc[uainted with 
Alexander Mncaulay. llic barrister, to whom ho refers in such eulo¬ 
gistic terms in his will. The pamphlet mentioned here dealt with the 
action of liio House of Commons in taking to itself the right of de¬ 
ciding upon tho claims of tlic clergy to tlie lithe of agistment, and is 
entitled, "Property Inviolable: or Some Remarks upon a Pamphlet 
cntiuiled Prescription Sacred." It attacked the Commons in no meas¬ 
ured terms, and was no doubt what Swift had in mind when he spoke 
of Macaulay’s "truly honourable zeal in defence of tho legal rights of 
the clergy in opposition to all their unprovoked oppressor. From an 
article upon the Macaulays in the Ulster “Journal of Archaeology 
(I, viii, u/i), it appears that the barrister belonged to a family that had 
ennu! to Ireland cliiring Chichester’s plantation, apd was the father of 
Hugh lloyd, who lias been assorted to bo the veritable Junius. 
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fctr lilin as you (jlcase,' lUit, pray let me in reUn n employ 
)'nu as j'ou do me. Mrs, Ridgeway hath a wliole year'.s 
annuity due to her .since the loth of March last, settled, as 
you know, for life liy' the late I.nrti Newtown," You arc 
ttesired to write to Mr. Jones of Meltnrhet to .send it up to 
me to be paid on my receipt, becau.sc 1 have purcliascd it, 
allliough I pay it consianlly to her. It .seems he Imth agreed 
to pay it, already, .so you have nothing to do but .send to 
liiin. It Is twenty poumis, and I desire it may be returned 
to me, upon Mrs. Ridgeway anil me giving our receipts. I 
will on Monday -tins is Saturday May 23nd as you will 
read below in the daie—send or talk to Mr. Smith; but I 
distrust your sanguinity so much, by my own desponding 
temper, that 1 know not whether lliat alTair of your justice- 
shi|i be fixed, Init I shall know next week and write or net 
accordingly.* 

I liatileil In vain with the Duke and Ins clan against the 
lowering of gold which is just a kind .sculemcnt upon 
England of twenty-fivc tlunisaud ponnds a year ibr ever; 
yet some of my friends difier from me, though all agree that 
the ahsenlees will he just so much gainer.s.* I am excess¬ 
ively glad that your difliculty of breathing is over; for 
what is life Inil breath? I mean not that of onr nostrils, but 
our lungs. You must in summer ride every half-holiday, 
and go to church every Sunday some miles off. The pcuplc 
of England arc copying from us to plague the clergy, but 
they intend far to outdo the original.* I wish I were to be 
born next century, when we shall be utterly rid of parsons, 
of which, God be thanked, you arc none at present, and 
until your Rishop give you a living, I will leave off, except 
this letter, giving yon the title of Reverend. I did write 
him lately a letter with a witness, relating to his printer of 
Quadrillc—did you ever sec It?—with winch he half ruined 
pca»r Faulkner,” Me promises, ngninst his nature, to con¬ 
sider him, but interposed an exception, which I believe will 
destroy the whole, Mrs. Whiiewny gives licracif airs of 
loving you, but do not trust Iter too mudi, for .slic grows 
disobedient and says she is going/a/* to get another favour- 

' Sufittt, |». 0^8, n. I. 

' /.if., Newiiiwiidiiitler (rM/tra, p. a«>, n. d. 

" As tipiirars from Kubscmieni letibra, .ShflrUlan wn# nmdous lo bo 
placed on the commisitinit of die pence for die couniv of Cavan. 

' Hufint, p, 331. ‘ Supra, p, 331, ri. a, " Supra, p. 336. 
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calls you names and has neither Mr nor 
Dr. in her tongue, but calls you plain Sheridan. aiKl'pox 
take you. She is not with me now. else she would read this 
in spile of me, and between ourselves she sets up to be mv 
governor. I wi.sh you had sent me the Christian name of 
Knatchbull, and I would have writ to him, but I will see him 
un Monday, if he will be visible. 

V'Lir”? Club is so altered and enlarged. 



,, r ” ..- ouine say they will 

wait lor revenge to their next meeting. Others say the 
1 nvy Council will summon the su.spccted author. If I could 
get the true copy I would send it you. Your Bishop writes 
me word, that the real author is manifest by the works 
\our loss of flesh i.s nothing if it be made up with spirit! 
Ciocl heljj him who hath neither, I mean myself. I believe 
I .shall .sav with Horace non omnts moriar^ for half my 
body is already spent. I could live with you a summer 
month or two, if you were not so rank a beggar—pray leave 
off that ^trade; be.side.s, I have no flesh to support me so 
long a journey. And yet, if a lucky season of tolerable 
health and leisure .should happen, come I would. Our late 
I An’cl-Lioutunant hfith left a damnable stink behind him 

to all hone,st inen'.s noses, but is-a better man, as the 

world call.s it, honestlv got by his governor? 

My riiend.s have all left me excent Mrs. Whiteway and 
the Grattans. I wi.sh you would .send me a fresh account of 
what Mr. Rochfort owes you for his hopeful nephew. The 
boy was sent to one of my Prebendaries, Mr. Towers, in 
the County of Wicklow,'^ but played the devil as usual and 
was sent back, and strolls the town. Mr. Rochfort, I mean 
John, is gone to his country hou.se for this summer, six 
miles off.’ I spoke earne.stly to him on your demands, but 


' The Lord Clmacellor's socrelary. 
* Su/im, n, 3 iS. 


^ NIm Rochforl^s coimiry house wns aiumiccl near a well-known 
uiniing vende;?vou8 to the north of Dublin, cnilccl Uio Ward, nncl waa 
known ns New Pnrk. It Imcl belonged to his father s 

New l*ark 1 by imiiirc n delightful sent, 
by art improved, and the clesignod retreat 
Of n rich family, both good and groaiV* 

“ Winstanloy’a Poems/* p, 171. 

Z 


V 
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if I yet his nccounl, I will write ten tiiries more violent. 
I had somewhat more to say. but t went to sec Mrs. White- 
way, wlu> Kot drunk ycsionlay at the Deanery with eating 
tiKj miicit turbot, for we had u Dean and Chapter dinner, 
and she was forced to liike landanuin, but is now pretty 
well. My service to Mrs, Doniddson. I wish she would let 
me know what I am to pay her for her thread; or advise 
me to make her a iircscnt, ami what it .shall be. So adieu 
ami Gml bless you. 

i'h/i/trxxi'U-^Tu the RevtI. Doctor Sheridan. 


MCXII. [Fnn/him] 

Swn r Ttl IJKNJA.MtN MtnTK 

. . I^uhtin, Aftiy as, 1716. 

Silt,' 

I bATiii.v received a long letter from Mr. h'aulkner, 
grievously complaining ujion several nrticle.s of the ill treat¬ 
ment he hath met willt from y*ni, anrl of the many ndvan- 
tngetnis offers he hath made you. with none of which you 
thought fit to comply. I am not tjualifierl to nulge in the 
fact, having heard but one side; only one thing I know, 
that the cruel oppresskmN of this kingdom l>y England are 
not to lie liornc. You .send what books you p ease hither, 
and the bmikactlcrs here can send nothing to you that is 
written liere. As this is almtiute oiipresaton, if 1 were a 
bookseller in this town, i would use all the safe means to 
reprint London books, and run them to any town in Eng¬ 
land, that I could, because whoever offends not the laws of 
God, or the country he lives in, commits no sin. 

It was the fault of you and other booksellers who printed 
anything supposed to be mine, that you did not agree with 
each other to print them together, if you thought they 
woultl .sell to any advantage. I believe I told you long ago, 
that Mr. h'aulkner enrne to me, and told me his intention 

• This loner nrlKinnietl, ns ituo of Knulloiei's notcis lolls ns, in Motie's 
filiiiK a hill in ilie Ctmri of Chancery in HoKlniul (o slop die sale of 
l''nuTkner'» iKliiion of "Swift's Works" in dim country. 
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to print everything that my friends told him ft, .u , 

to be mine, and that I was discontented ^th h7 

urged that some other bookseller ^ 

would take the advice of mv ft-iVn i * j f° 

pleased to order him I 'vhat I 

should be done here. But I nm cn 

oppressions from England and' hiw against the 

laws they make, that I do 'ki -,”T^ ® regard to the 

merchant both to export woof ®"coiirage the 

to any country in Eurooe or woollen manufactures 

from the Custom-house officers al iTvoSf’h^-!!^ conceal it 
from a highwayman if he rnm«^/ would hide my purse 

I repeat it. it is no offence against God of ’ “f®' 

country I live in IVTt* i h l<iws of the 

tSBSS^-|S 

K’S£S&'”« =ts 

taw '0 Pubiwj ta tadon “a”S w“il 

to be aiigry with him; although, if th^y had Len SnSd 

them here, but, if Mr, Faulkner should get the first printed 

'■PP'' ",' ‘“'■P’”"'' »P“<I hIsMpte to E?Sd 

I Ihinlc he would do as right as you London booksellers’ 
who load us with yours. If I live but a few yrars^I S Ive 

Lfi fi n i ®°'"® I think Le important- 

but they shall be printed in London, although Mr. I^ulkner 
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were my brother. I Imvc Ihicu very letliniiK in telling' you 
my ihoiiKhls on Ihh mulier, und sio I remuin, Sir, 

Vinir most Innttbic servnnl, 

Jon. Swil'T. 

Mr. Penjinnin Matte, l««Jk«ellcr, in London. 


MCXIM. Sivi/i.\ 

Till*; KKV. TlltiM,ASSllKKn»AN TO SWUT 

(May). 173^. 

DivAlt hlK,* 

1 AM so lorinailcil, inul hnvc Injen for ciuht days, with 
the piles that I lie strclehctl in my lictl as I now write; 
liowevcr, I bcRin to te easier, an*) I have Iuj|«!S that 1 shall 
Ik! able to aileml in my school mi Monday, Surely no 
person can Ihj so stn|)irl am ui inni^pne yon wrote the jinne- 
gyric on the 1 asgion Club. I have seen and reatl it in variaua 
editions, which indeed niakes me imagine everybody to be 
ils author: ami what they have done to tlescrva such treat¬ 
ment, is to me a mystery. 1 never writ in this [wsturc 
licforc, and therefore wnntlcr not if iincs and words be 
croaked. My imins are hkewi?ke greal.and therefore whether 
( will or not, 1 must take pains with this lelter. 

Now a» to your coming down licrc, tlic weather will be 
good, the roads pleasant, and my company likewise, to set 
out with you from Dublin mi Tliurstlay forlnlght, and to 
bring you here In three days. I have three decr'parks at 
my command; Coote's, Fleming's,*and Mnmilton'a. 1 liave 
at present forty chickens, all fat; twenty sheep of my own, 
and sixteen lambs, for lamb will be in season a month 
longer, geese, turkey, etc. 

My htms are haU'l)lnii, 

My Ionise is lUnlcliliig, 

My «oes« a analinK, 

My wife n clraftllna, 


’ This Icuer, which is « reply it» ihai wf die aand from fiwift, has 
been hiilwiiu ibued s June. Thai day was die one on which Swift 
wroie an answer lo ii, and may have been die one on which 

he received i(. 

* Sufim, p. aoi. 












1736 ] JONATHAN SWIFT 341 

My com a thveslijng', 

My sheep a washing, 

My tuvf a drawing, 

My timber sawing, 

My gravel walk raking, 

My rollingstone making. 

My ale a brewing, 

Myself a stewing, 

My boys a teaching. 

My webs a bleaching. 

My daughters reading, 

My garden weeding. 

My Ume a burning. 

My milk a churning. 

In short, all nature seems to be at work. 

Busy as Kuli Khan against the Turk.* 

I do not wonder that Mr. Towers has discarded that grace¬ 
less whelp, but I wonder more he kept him above a week. He 
has a genius for mischief, would jade even the devil to attend 
him. If Mrs. Whiteway will prove false, I have willows 
enough to crown me, and ladies enough here to pick and 
choose, where I like best. The summer has brought them 
and the flies in great abundance into our country; the 
latter I think, Indeed, le.ss troublesome. All of them long 
for your coming; but I know not whether you long for 
them. I am grieved to hear you have lost so much flesh, 
which indeed is my present case. If my skin were dry, my 
bones would rattle like a bag of bobbins. However, I make 
no doubt but to plump us both up by the help of some 
housewife's remedies. 

My poor dear wife has run mad for joy of your coming; 
she swears by all the dust about here which is a cart-load, 
that you are more welcome than a dram to her. Sure I 
have a gravel walk finished twelve perches in length, eight 
gradations of peas, which will last you to October. You 
cannot imagine what a good housewife I am grown; my 
garden is well stocked; I have everything but money, but 
that is neither here nor there. Mr. Jones will order the 
money by first opportunity. May all happiness attend you. 
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MCXIV. [ Dmne Stvi/t.] 

llIK KKV. PllOMAS SlIKKIDAN TO SWIKT 

DKAKKiU, y««0..736. 

Mk. Lucas is now in Dublin, who will pay that small 

l muimnnn.l ' Mu.,.e ^Ir. --will not tllHappoint ui 

ami then ntiur ^ will be rcUevetl, I must net out 
soon fitr l.)t)blin. At my return I will wait upon you to 
brliiif you luime with me. The weather must and .shall be 

- »i.„"n cC :uh r' ■"""‘ 

My \vix\k ti k flnbhM, 

My ummy diminish^ j 
Ijm when you eruue down* 
rll hold ymi n crciwn 
You1l mm\ mnka rue rich, 

Or ril die lit n dtleh. 

ITay tltlnk of thluK-s berorchand, niut do not be uiddy a.s 
uaual. T he walk l.s a hundred and twelve yards long! j 
hope that will please you. My rolling-stone cost me tfcar. 

buy two hogsheads of wine at once. You must know I 
\tiw bought Uirf for you, which burn?* liko ho many luporsi 
u,i#K^ **^r w^l*^®** fUG word that Mr. Vcscy'a family are angry 
nrl aotnc lines in llie Legion Club toiicli- 

mg him. upon rny .houI, I never Inserted one line in It,' 
»!!? “'i?!" ‘ whether tliey believe me or 

ui?.o things arc In top order. Are not you 

sick of Dublin this hot weather? How can you stew in such 

Tiinrn^l^Bon? '•'® Archbisliop of 

HmuB nf m'i by solicited “fU the 

of l ie WhU « nanL^^ but who had bctitimc a servile 8ii|iportor 
of the ” liiK ndmlni^raiioii. and bad been rewnrded by bin nfiiioiiit- 
meat ns Accoiiainiu acncral of Irainnd i ^ '' 

, , “ base npoRinte Veaey, 

»Vini illnhops Norapn uroivn fntand Drensy.” 

blue'mo.!!’-' f'uhofjndnw ,g me (,,,g Vesoy in wlioiie «dcnr 
Uju 0 roam Ur. JalmKar) iruhd^ad only m n milef ncrimmiiffe, nncl 
Hornco Walpole modcriueil bis biiiriK sarcasms. «>'« 
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an oven? My sheep begin now to fatten; I hope they will 
please you veiy well. You saw tlie King's speech, I sup« 
pose. 1 am glad to find by it, that he re.solves to stand by 
us.' Our breams here are exceedingly good and fat; we 
dress them with carp .sauce. Doctor Walmsley ’ writes me 
word l)y last post, that they are mahing way to bring me to 
Armagh." Martin is quite outrageous mad, and his relations 
arc now taking out a writ of lunacy;" so that if ray Lord 
Orrery would only mention me to the Lord Primate, it 
would do. I know my Lord Chancellor* is so well inclined 
toward me, that he would willingly join in the request. 
Consider the lands are worth four hundred a year and the 
situation much more advantageous, This must be a secret, 
upon several accounts. So much for business, and no 
more. 

My artichokes, I do not mean my hearty jokes, are in 
preat plenty; so are my strawberries. I hear that the Czar¬ 
ina, Kuli Khan, and the Emperor will overrun Turkey.* 
You will not know my house when you see it next, it will 
be .so altercated. Pray what says Goody Whiteway to the 
world? I hear she gives herself strange airs of late in call¬ 
ing me nothing but Sheridan. This comes of too much 
familiarity. When I come next to your house, I shall make 
her keep her distance, e.si)ccinUy when company is present; 
for she wants to be pulled down. My young turnips, carrots, 
beans, and peas, arc in fine order; you must pay half a 
crown a quart, if you eat any. I shall bo very rea.sonnble 
ns to the rest of your diet! 

You (tlmll wftiu nothlnu; ill for inorlnl man 

To eat or drink, 'tit nil that I do can. 

And nil that's expedient, 

From your most obodloni. 


' In proroguing die liritish PnrIinmctU on the aotli of the previous 
month tite King Imd made n strong appeal for unity, and had con¬ 
cluded l)y saying: "My protection shall bo impartially dispensed to nil 
my subjects, in the full enjoyment of their religious and civil rights j 
let it bo your care by your conduct, in your several stations, to make 
my endeavours for your common happiness onTcctual." 

* .S’w/rrt, vol. ill, p. 138, n. S, 

' As master of the royal scliool there. It is said that ho was ofTorod 
that position bv .Swift's friend, Primate Lindsay. 

' Richard Martin, schoolmaster of Armagh, bomionthed his pro¬ 
perty to print "a new edition " of the Bible for distribution in Irelniul. 

* Su/fra, p, 303, n. 3. ' S/ffira p, 341. 
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MCXV. {Dettue 

ClIAlu.i:s [‘okK 10 SWII' l* 

DKAkStU. 

1 UllUUH ytiii Imvr left tilf i:iiric.s|iuinliiiL' wlt|j me tiiese 
!m’ »i“lnliair,’ I tramiiil leave y*ni off yet; nrul I think 
this iH the sixth letter I have sent y<ui, since I have heard 
ormu-nrr nf yo„ frmr, y,,„r mvr, hnrui. My I.uS oxf! 
told me hist winter that he had heard from you, and von 
w™ r,vc l, Mr. C««r very iMdv Id.l 
It IS always the most welcome news tlwil can come to mu- 
but It would be a urent mhlilion to my ideaHiire to have It 
from yuumeir, and Vmi know my sincere re^^'rd for von itmv 
in some mensnre claim it. ' ^ 

lhavefiecn ent(a}{ed these five montlis in a most trunhle- 
.some lawsuit with an Irish chairman. Those fcllow.s Hwarin 
iihout .St. James s, and will hardly allow yon to walk half a 
street, or even in the Park, on the fairest day. This rascal 
rushed into the eiilry o| a tiivern to force me into his chair, 
ran Ins po es uKainst me. and woiilil not let me nasH till I 
broke Ins heati, lie matic a jest of it that nlfjlu, but the 
nc-xl morriliiK au Irish aolkitor came, out of jirofbund re- 
sped, to advise rnc to make the fellow nmentl.s. He told a 

blmtdy shirt, and snoke 
m,ainst Ins own Interest, merely to hinder me, whom Ik? 
had never .seen before, from being; exposed. Neither his 
kiml persiiasions, nor the prudent counsels of our friend.s 

‘^oubl prevail on me. A fitw 
. I.«.! l^r^Higlu me a bill found by the 

apinst Mn fiord, without any other atlditlon. To show 
Ills good will, he would not niTront me by executing the 

n ^ any justice of peace, and 

give Dad to appear the next quarter sessions. By my not 

M mistake of the name, which he 

.said .should lie rectified In a new bill, and If I would not 

'!l“ nftc’ they hud tried me for the 

assaults, they wouki bring an action of eighty or a luindred 


' Sufint, |(. aft. 
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'hTr*, ! >" at which he 

node mo do\vn°^* ^ ^ should threaten to 

ith^te proceeded against me. I thought it time to begin 
' peno. ’ facquaintance of mine, a iustke 
aiter'«! ^ 1 'J^attant for the fellow, upon the 

3wer a small stretch of 

mie d n '^^a'^^cd him to the Gate-house, where he remained 

VO tr ^ bail would hLdly 

me to " sufficient if his Irish solicitor had not 

mt]em.n"° Justice, and taken a false oath, that the 
.nticman who committed him was out of town. This per- 

cord \v J>e punished, because it was not upon 

Jv presented bil s against each other to the grand 

•me n r?*? ''[bom there happened luckily to be some gen¬ 
ii WII ' ‘bem, by their means 

So i-h"' "'•""'•'■omce, the terror of the low people, 

17m another, and always make use 

r??^r ^bose of better rank. Still the fellow blustered, 

< ii!ci Ito make it up unless I would pay his expenses; 
J ^ 'awyer had persuaded him, that in the end he should 
-over damages sufficient to make amends for all. While 
iiuned hjiiise f by law, he lost his business; for no gen- 
man would take his chair. This brought down his proud 
>macn; he came to me two days ago, made his submis- 
ns j we gave reciprocal releases from all actions, etc., and I 
ve already received the thanks of above forty gentlemen, 
procuring them liberty to walk the streets in oiiif>t. 


procurmg them liberty to walk the streets in quiet* 
Ihii£< this great affair has ended like the Yorkshire iDcti- 
n, which has been the chief business of the House of 
miTioiis this session*' Toward the end, Indeed, they found 
ittle time to show their good will to the Church* It is the 
leral opuuon, that the act for repealing the Test would 
/e passed, If Sir Robert Walpole had not seen the neces- 
/of nis speaking, which he did in the most artful manner 


riio ^*Long Yorkshiro Election,^’ in which the repreaenlative of 
Court party, Sir Rowland Wynne, peliiioned againat the return of 
rcprcBeiUali VO of the country parly, Sir Miles Stapylton, had come 
irc the Hotiso on its assembly in January. The petitioner did not 
:luac hia case until nearly the end of April, and retired early In 
f on finding that the sitting member was prepared to produce as 
ly witnesses, and that his case would last at least ns long* 
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lie had ever done in his life.' Several courtiers voted ag.aiust 
him, as well as most of the patrittts, and amon^^ others, 
I.oi'd Jtathur.st'.H two sons. In the House of Lords, nc.xt to 
the Duke of Ar^^yll, your frienti llathurst and Lord Carteret 
have shown rmwt raticour against [the Church |.“ It is a 
melancholy rcncction, that all the «rt;al officcr-H of State," 
and the whole bench of Uisho|is, joined to the Tories, could 
not prevent any one «iuesiion in tiisfavoiir of the Church.* 

I am asked every tlay.if there be no hoiies of ever seeing 
you here again, and am sorry not to be able to give any 
account of your Intentions. I doubt my long leilcrs quite 
tire your patience, and therefore conclude with as.surlng 
.vou, that nobody wishes you all hnppiticss more than I do, 
who am 

Most entirely yours, etc. 


MCX V1 . [luutlkner ttnd SAentfu/i, ) 

Swn-T TO Tilt: Rt;v. Thomas Shkuioan 

5 , J 736 , 

You must |my your groat, as if you had been drunk last 
night, for this letter, because I am neither acquainted with 
any frank cur,* nor the -»•'— of frank king." I am glad you 
have got the piles, because it is a mark of henitli, and a 
strong constitution.’ I believe what you say of the Legion 
Chib poem; for it plainly appears a work of a Legion Club, 

' His speech im (hat rtccasinn fw/m.p.jann. 3) was an examnleef 
the caution and concilinilon thai Mr. Lecky says {afi.tff,, 1,331) pervaded 
hiK whole reliKtoim iwlicy, and while expressing inudi Kymimlhy for 
the Oisseniers, secured the rejection of the motion on the plea that it 
was ill-timed. 

' The three peers mentioned by Ford voted for die further con- 
aideratlon of the Hill for the relief of the Quakers (/m/Ioi, p- 331, n. 3). 
naihursl delivered a speech in which he inado a fierce nliack on ecelc- 
smsiifal mins, and said that ever since he came into the world, he 
had I leant them denounced bv both cleruy and laity. 

_ The L'luinccllor, Lord Talbot, and tlie Citief Juallce, Lord Hnn:l« 
wicke, were foremost in iwintlng out the defect# of ihe measure, and 
voted for its rejeciion. 

‘ />*., in the' speeches, for ns has been mentioned the Hill wa# re¬ 
jected. 

' Franker. ' Fmnkinir. ’ Jj’/r/tni, p, 340, 
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according to tlieir merit Yoii^npUr*^^ ?°* treated 

life, and therefore vhe™ >« yo«^* 

to have the piles; I meara w 5 l^ ‘^are 

«nd Slone, and yei piles „,.e'„^i L ted asThe'stone”' 

days hcnte "-IVirrooln SnllT' 

. Jll neSavryrS f mort^nf o7, ‘ 

sSlrs'jff 

e ;oi, 

My wife ti milling, 

My children ttmling. 

My money spent is, 

And duo my rent is. 

My school decreasing, 

My income censing. 

Ail people tense me, 
lint no man pays me. 

My worship is bit, 

] 3 y that rogue Nesbitt, 

To take the right way, 

Consult friend Whiteway. 

Would you got still more? 

Go llnitcr ICilmoro.* 

Your geese are old, 

Your wife a scold. 

You live among ill folks in a dunghill. 

You never have an old friend at Cavan. 

Mrs. Whitevvay i.s ever your friend, but oiir old ones have 
lonsaken you as mine have me. My head is very bad; and 
1 have just as much spirits left as a drowned mouse. Pray 
do not you give yourself airs of pretending to have flies in 
summer at Cavan, and such a no summer as this: I, who 
am the best fly«catcher in the kingdom, have not thought 

*Bishop Hort, 
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it worllj iny time; to ahovv my skill in that art. I believe 
'*“1 '"HJK'Udcii impi-uvemenls, fur I ktjuw you too 
well. VVhatyoii Hiiyof yiHir leanness is incretlibic; fur when 
I saw you last you were as l>ruatl as Iojik. But if you con* 
tinue to breathe Iree, which notbintt but c-Kcrcisa can give 
you may be. .safe with as little llcsb ns I, which is none 

hL (till 

I hati your letter' just before this was .sealed, but I can« 
nut anssver it now. 


MfXVII. [SJigm/aM.l 

SwiifTTO I.AIIV ICi.i/.auktii Gkumain 

1 wuii is this letter to your Iauly.shi|i, in the emnloyincnt 
you have chosen of beiinj a gcobciween the Duke of DoiHCt 
and me. I must iweface this letter with an honest tleclara- 
tiun, Utaj: I never proposed any one thing in his Grace, 
wherein I did not chiefly anisiilt his honuiir aiul the ceneral 
opiniun of the IcinKiiom. i had the hunmir to know liim 
froin a boy, as I did your laulystiip from a child; and yet, 
cxccjitmg great personal civilities, I never was able to 
obtain the favour of getting one Church preferment for 
any friend, except one too inconsiderable to 11101111011 .’ 

writ to, and told my Dord Duke, ibat lliere was a 
certain family here, called the Grattans, aiul that they 
could command ten thousand men;* two of ilicm arc 
parsons, as you Whigs call them; another is Lord Mayor 
of lliis city, and was knighted by his Grace a muntli or two 
ago. Hut there is nnolher cousin of theirs, wlio is a Grattan, 
though his name be John Jnckgon, n» worthy n clergyman 

» /*’■' 3 P- .hi3). 

/.A, ilia living to which Itis cousin l.lglnburno had been nrosenlod 
{w^rn, voL IV, |i. ,|4|3), ' 

* Aufifii, p, 165. 

* On 6 May “his Grace our Lord yciitenant and several other 
persons of nota dined with the Uighi Monnurable ihe Lord Mayor,” 
snya I'lics Clccurrenees” "after which his Grace wn« pleased to 
conier ilio hoiiour of kiiigliihtKtd cm his l.nrdship.'' Four clays after 
the dale ofthia letlcrlhcaaina journal announced llint Iho Lore! Mayor 
lay dangerously ill of a fever, and iwo day# later he was dead. 
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as any hi this kingdom. Me lives upon his own small estate, 
four miles from this town,and in his own parish; but he has 
four children. Me only wants some little addition of a 
hundred pounds a year; for he has laid out eight hundred 
pounils to build upon his own small estate in his own parish, 
which he cannot leave; and we cannot spare him. He has 
lain a weight upon my shoulders for many yeans, and I 
liave often inentioned him to my Lord Duke as a most 
deserving |)crson.' 

His Grace has now an opportunity to help him. One 
Mr. Warrl, who died this morning, had a deanery of small 
value;" it was a hedge deanery, my Lord Duke will tell 
you what I mean; we have many of them in Ireland; but, 
as it docs not reciuirc living there, excc|»t a month or two 
in the year, although it be but of forty or fifty pounds yearly 
rent, it will lie a great ca.se to him. He is no party man, 
but a loyal subject. It is the deanery of Cloync: he Is well 
acquainted with the Ilishop, who is Dr. llcrkclcy. I have 
reasons enough to complain of my Lord Duke, wlio abso¬ 
lutely refused to provide for a most worthy man, whom he 
had made one ut his chaplains before he came over, and 
therefore, if he will not consent to give this poor deanery 
to Mr. John Jackson, 1 will fall out with him for ever. I 
desire your l.adyship to let the Duke know all this. 

Somclxifly read a part of a newspaper to me the other 
day, wiicrein your saucy niece is mentioned as married, 
with five and forty thousand pounds to her fortune." I 
desire to present her with my most humble service, and 
that we may be friends for the future. I hope your Lady¬ 
ship still preserves your health and good humour. Your 
virtues I am in no pain fibout; for you are confirmed In 
them by your education and birth, as well ns by constant 
practice, I pray God jmeaerve you long, for the good you 
do to the world, and lor your happiness hereafter, I will, 
notwithstanding your commands to tlje contrary, be so bold 

* p. 394. 

" JninCR Wartl, who linci been one of Lord Cnrierel's chnplAlns, was 
Dean of Cloyiie. Ho wft« a prent friend of Lord Orrery, lo whom ho 
htid extended spirltiinl conHomiion nt the time the first Lady Orrery 
died, and Is said by Idrn to have been exceeded by none in sincorily 
nnd integrity of heart (Orrery Papers, 

* Miss Clmmbcra lind been at Inst married on is April to Lord 
Vere Iteniiclerk, the third son of the first Duke of St, Albans, who was 
a naval officer nnd was created Jlaron Voro of Hnnworth. 
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Mndnm““’ •'cspect and esteem, 

servant anti obliged humble 


MCXVIII, \prifriiinl,'^ 

Swift to Charlies I-'ord 

Jftm 33, I73f), 

1 IR) not allow your nccount upoti the article of letters, for 1 
am sure you did never write hImwc one last letter to me ex- 
cept that which I received ahunt a week oast.* It is true I 
have not enjoyed n day of health for twenty months imt 

>n.l, KKl,li„«, „l».nV» vi'St S 

enough to break my spirits, and the more, because I am 
heartTly sick of the worst limes and [rcoples, and oppres¬ 
sions that history can show in cither kingdom. I am iL 
most hated person alive by all |jeople both lierc and on 
your side, by all folks in power, and God knows, they give 
me loo much merit, for I am past all abilille.s to do'*them 
good or hurt. As toymirself. I liave never lessened a grain of 
that true love and esteem I ever bore yon, lint I considered 
we were never to meet in this world; fur I am In no sinie of 
health to go to England, nor will yon he ever in a state of 
mind to visit Ireland. I dare not stir many miles or days 

itir iF which HometimcH 

Ch cmuini.^«r‘^n ‘"y '■ents arc so sunk, 

that 1 cannot nfrurd to live with any comfort there, Neither 

have I three friemls with whom I could converse, or sponge 
ftir a dinner. Here I have a laqjc house, convenient enough 
for my imrefincd taste, and can hitherto dine on a morsel 
without running In debt, and yet I have been forced to 
burrow near two luindred pounds to .supply my small 
able paymen^^ servants and n half, for want ofimy reason- 

When Sir Arthur .^chesoii returned last from England,* 


' In ihe llriiisli Museum, KRcrton Mas., aSos, f. , 1 . 

*p. w. . Wm,p.ai9.ii.i. 
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111’^ swelling in your legs; that he 
^ advised yon to go into the country 

Foil 1^*^* PJ'ysic for it; but you rejected his advice, 
ou Knew others who had the same disorder, and 
in after, and that you desired no more. 

\ consider that half of the twenty years 

u uoeii tile scene of misery. When I was much 
;»an you, not above thirty-two years old,^ I had by 
iig Wnter, and hating wine, got a swelling in my 
iti living in London, I was forced to wear a laced 
01* that leg; but I cured myself by perpetually 
lid JilthoLigh the .same leg was often troublesome, 
jy exercise grew quite rid of the swelling, and 
w any of it since, and can yet walk six or seven 
)'• -Hut I was and am more temperate than you. 
value long life; but while it continueth, I en- 
1 make it tolerable by temperance, 
xtremely glad of your victory over that Irish 
nncl I wish every Minister of State could do so 
the service of the public. I am angry but not 
ud, til at those men or Lords I thought well of, 
iveci me, I mean Bathurst and Carteret; they 
to mo in another strain and style. I have long 
all hopes of Church or Christianity. A certain 
hrgct hls^ name, hath writ a book, I wish 1 could 
. llie Christian religion will not last above three 
iiid odd years. He means there will always be 
, ns_ there are Jews; but it will be no longer a 
digion ; and there is enough to justify the Scrip- 
thc gates of hell shall not prevail against it. As 
irch, It is equally the aversion of both kingdoms; 
e Quakers’ tithes, and we for grass, or agistment, 
n of art is. 

sent Lord Lieutenant is a-; I say no more. I 

can Mrs. Ford this long time,” nor know where to 
nd the Ludlows have quite forsaken me.’ But, 

r (he death of Sir William Temple, and before Swift came 
iih Lord Berkeley. 

(inter, to whom there has been already reference (suj/ira, 

'Idem from this passage tlmt the intercourse with the 
1 nol long’ ceased, and it is possible that its discontinuance 
eeit clue to Swift’s attack on "the Club" of which Ludlow 
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this is talking to you, as Alexander said when lie was con- 
<incring Darius, nf one of his governors writing to him of 
pclly wars in Clrcfte; to which lui unsweretl it was like 

telling him of a war ticlween the jiigmies and the cranes. 

TItc Duke of Argyll was always a Soil, and yet he de- 

ceived me for some time, and I once loved him much,' 

Where is our frieml t.ewis? I always |i»vctl him and am 
under great obligatitjivs to him; and (»resent him with my 
hearty st;rvice. JUil he married like a and yet I 

ihmight him as wise a man ns any I knew.* 1 hope my Lord 
Masham still continues lumcst;* if so, I tlcsirc he will nc- 
cept my humble service. I.s his atm gomi for anything? I 
always doubted Itirn.* I’rny God bless ymi. I am, 

Most sincerely yours. 

I have not seen your .stewartl this long time, so 1 hope he 
makes yon easy. 

Charles bVtrtI, Ivsijr., to be left at the Cocon- 
ircc in I'all Mall, lamdon. 

was »ii!l a tDriithiM' iutfiin, vtil. ii, p. 365, n. 1). In itionlinning, emiu 
ypitrs lainr, ilnii lie liml tlinctl nt llnlvilln, Mrn. Onlany iitinnks (“Cor- 
ret>|»**mlt)iH'c,‘' ii, jao! of laitllovv as “a very ingenlijua goniicntnn wiiti 
n vnsi tieni nf huitKinr,” nntl stiys iltat tin n-ns very nuiincnl anti under- 
auiml palming. Ai tliat lime lie was sn disalileil by Kout ns to rctuiiro 
In be carried tat men's sli(niltler!i. latter tin .Mrs. flelany vlsiletl Artl- 
snllngli (iM., p. iiqH), which is situated rat (he tlnyne, and was much 
Imtiressed by the beauty of its situalirtit. The hnusc, she says, was a 
uflod one and eoninined anme oat client {taintings. I'ci ii were nUnchocl 
fine ganleiis, laid aut “in die old laste wlih high mil hedges and alraiglit 
walks," hill what Boci ially delighted her was a wild part of tlic 
grininds laid nut by her dear I). I),, with winding walks dimuuh rocks 
and flowering shriihs, shniled by averhanging irees, than wltlclt she 
ihotighl nothing inciro roinaitlic could be conceived. 

' Sitfim, vol. it, p. (i. It. I. 

* kSVr/oi, vol. Iv, p, 

® /.a, II Titty. 

' In Miss Isyre Mntcham's M.S.S., p. there is nn amusing letter 
from the serond Lord Mnsbnm (Mfim, p. ifiy), in which he tells of the 
Inrnnds made by two fat iinraons on " the heat venison ho ever lasted,” 
anil how ho reenUed Joe Miller’s comment on the Baying, “ cut and 
cniiio again," that “his friends might cut, but by G~" they Bliould 
never come again," 
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MCXIX. [Orig'inal,'-\ 

La«y Elizaheth Germain to Swift 

June 23, 1736. 

I OUGHT to begin with begging pardon for not answering 
yours of the ist of May, before I thank you for that of the 
iSth of June;” but I do not question the newspapers have 
informed you of the great loss I have had in my brother 
Henry Berkeley," and what is an addition to the grief for 
the best-natured, honest, sincere, disinterested, friendly 
brother, is the having left a wife, three daughters, and two 
sons, literally without bread to eat, though perhaps that 
part might soon be made easy, if those of his relations were 
as willing, as they are able, to help to take care of them, 
which hitherto they have only found the benefit of from my 
two nieces. She that you call the saucy one, has bestowed 
her very great fortune, much more than you mention, on 
Lord Vere Beauclerk, and had my approbation of her own 
choice; for I think him a very deserving gentleman, and 
all that knows him gives him a great character. I am now 
with them in the country; but shall go in about a fortnight 
to Knolc, and when I am there, will certainly obey your 
commands to the Duke of Dorset. My brother George and 
Lady Suffolk are gone to France to make a visit to Lord 
Berkeley,'' which I am glad of, as I hope it will induce her 
to go to Spa and Aix^la-Chapelle, for her health, which I 
am afraid i.s very necessary for her, and that I truly believe 
is all sire wants to make her easy and happy; or else my 
brother George is not the honest good-natured man I really 
take him to be; and she dissembles well, if she is not so 
happy as she makes me believe, and I heartily wish her. 
You order me to write long letters; but you may see by 
the nothingness of this, I am yet more than ever imfit to 
observe your orders, though in all things, and at all times. 
Your most sincere and truly humble servant, 

E. Germain. 

Addressed—To the Rev. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s, 
at Dublin, Ireland. 

' III the Brilisli Museum. See Preface. 

” Sujmi, p. 348. • Sujra, vol. iv, p. 188, n. 3, 

* /.A, her oldest brother {suPra^ p. 169). 

V A A 
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MCXX. [DeuHe 

Tuk Ui;v. Thdmas Siiickhian to Swii t 


Dkau .Sik, 


Jttm 33, 1736. 


Ik you c.iii belicv'c; i«c, I cam assure ymi, that wc have a 
Rreat plenty of flics at fnvnii.’ nitti let tnc whisper you in 
this letter, mu tintoK Periituli mepulim, btil I bcscecit you 
mot to speak itf it. Si tm mm /iiiiit t'hxettuitiit, vve slmll have 
more of the hiK'yiHlum |»laRues, militum die 

muhnp admnfum ex/ in Catmnntwt tm/rnm, I tio not 
know what the devil they will flo for meat. De mx/re abo, 
fiixi /nt/ftn, (tit/ vt ntheipmu/t iixue me cttpitti, si j^ux/tHveiufi 
The ladles are already l)esj«eakin(( scats in iny field upon 
the hill, sfimn/um i>eninn/, ?¥»/««/ spa tmlur vt ipsm. Ho, 
brave calomels, captains, lieuiemamts. ami mrnets! mkohk 
splmkHtes mi^rep;,tHivr v/ ipxis pfmmibvs pvtimm /«- 
ru/inn/, of which I am an cj'c witness. tiejW/is mpililms 
mitfids tfeviittVH/. Our Imkers are all so busy upon this oc« 
casion, that they double the heat of the weather, tn/ove 
urviu vgmHits. lUit when I he army fires on hVidity,/n>A 
Jupiter! itjenivm redolebvHl ft spmihvHt, The noise of 
|{Hn8, the mcitjhimj^ of the horses, and tlie women's tonirues, 
emum ntqve terras ansreimtit. 


Cirouftt? imwH ar«i t in 
IVis munt! ill my bin, 

Til bmmr ymir thin: 

When ctrmt wtUi rnir din- 
nnr, ilirmi^h ihkk idml thin 
\W\\ wnlk tmi nntl in, 

And i^imv itni n pin 
WIm thinks it uin, 

Wn ninkft fnlkw ^rJn, 
i\y kfthiriH their kin, uu* 

I coitltl not tncrUioii truu|i^hor»fC!^, ijHifi lnsit 

fxififnti Ht vuhsj Jfim ifaiHSHS th v^tsibus Hihit 

tvaplim. 

You may Ixs surprised at this motley epistle, but you 
must know that I fell upon my head the other day, and llie 
fall .shook away half my Knylish and Latin, earn mmn 


' Supra, |». 3.17. 
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hnffua Gallica^ Hispanica, nemon Ttalica, I would rather 
indeed my wife had lost her one tongue, totaliter, quoniam 
eqmdcm nnllns duhto nisi radicitns evelereiur tonitrui 
superard, 

I wish your Ucverenco were here to hear the trumpets: 

Mistake mo not, for I mean not the strumpets> 

Well when will you come down, or will you come at 
all? I tn<nl< you niay, can, could, might, would, or ought 
to come. My house is enlarging, and you may now ven¬ 
ture to bung your own company with you[ namely, the 
X^rovost, Arclideacon Walls, the Bishop of Clogher, and 

-, by way of enlivening the rest,* Do not let my Lord 

Orrery come with them; for I know they will not be 
pleased with his company. My love to my sweetheart 
Mrs. Whiteway, if she continues constant; if not, my hatred 
and my gall. ICxcu.se my ha.ste. I hope by the next post 
to make up for thi.s .short epistle. I am, dear Sir, with all 
aflection and respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan, 

I send you a letter from Mr. Carte.* 


MCXXI, \Mon*i$Qn^s Catalogue of Letters.'] 

Swift to John Nichols 

At Mrs. Whiteway^s House,25, 1736. 
Sir, 

Tukue is a lady, a cousin of mine, Mrs, Whiteway, who 
liath been scolding me several weeks for my ingratitude to 

^ It is evident from the coniunclion of thoir names with that of 
Provosi Bftldwin that Bishop Sicarnc had failed to reinstate himself 
in Swings sfood opinion by his last letter 72), and that Arch¬ 

deacon Walls was no longer a favourite at the Deanery. 

“ The learned Thomas Carte, who has obtained through his Life 
of the first Duke of Ormond impcrislmblo fame, visited Ireland twice, 
ns he tells us, in order to obtain material for that great undertaking, 
nnd besides carrying away from Kilkenny Castle the vast collection df 
impers now enshrined uiiclcr the designation of the Carte Manuscripts 
111 the liodlcian Library, made several warm friends who assisted 
Jiim subsequently by endeavouring to obtain further material for his 
work. Chief amongst those, as will bo seen from Appendix XV, was 
Sheridan. 

® Niciiola, who is mentioned in SwiR^s will, was a surgeon, and 
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you, who having Mcnl rnc two or more vessels of nie ofvour 
own brcvvmg, without any claim or merit of mine had 
never llic civility either u, get out ofyuiir debt, or to thank 
yo»i, or invite you to eat with me, ami drink some of your 
own ale. She says, that she invites you to-morrow to dine 
with her at the I Jeauere, and there lake the oijportimitv of 
exjjosing me ior my ill treatment of you. 'l lus is n mia- 
fortune I cannot help, but must endure it imiicntly; and 
therefore, if )'ou be not otiicrwise engaged. I entreat the 
hiviuir of you, whicli she commamis, tuu] that yon will let 
me know tu-niormw m«.rniiig. I writ this at her houae in 
Itjar nnd clrc^d. Ihcrcfure U\kc pity of ma. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient lutrnble servant, 

JliNATH, SWIKT. 


MCXXIl. 


1 ItK RKV. ClllthJTtH'IlKK UONNKl.I.AN TO SWU-T 


Silt, 


t;«rk,y«/y ii, 1736. 


1 liAit in a letter from Mrs. Siean the favour of your 
commands with relation to Mr. !:)unkin. niul. in luirsuance 
of them, have writ to two of mj' frieiuls among the .Senior 
bellows, and rccummciided his petition, ami your request, 
in the beat and strongest manner I was alile.’ I am, uiJOii 
many accennUs, obliged to execute whatever ortlcrsyou arc 
tu give me, with the grentc^it re#uliMdH5i nnci cheer- 
fiilncaa possible, which, t assure you, I tlo on this occasion, 
anti aluill think myself very linppy if I can any way pro¬ 
mote the auccesa of an afTair which you wish well la. But, 
besitms the right that you have to command me, I think 
Mr. Dimkiii s case, as Mrs. Siean has represented it, really 

nmrrieU die (IniiKlucr of .Siolln'a friemJ, Prohy. 
iniliCMii-lAw as .S’urHean-Gttnerai of llu! Army i 
siirxcon of Sioevens's Hospital. 

I ilV!,'!® Museum. See Preface. 

in .!.« A, '1* 1 ?**'" '*•. '.5^' "■ « clerBymaa 

n le AnimKh diocese, and had been edticaietl by die Hoard of Trinily 

ool eKc, Uiibbii, in pursuance of die will of bis inmi, who beqiienihed 
,h« I ^**1 ‘ “"’•'I'” kinds in die couniy of Louih on condition iliat 
die Hoard urn eriook die educauon of her nephew. Am nptioars from 
B subfieqiieni Icncr from Swift, I hinkin was in roceini or no annuily 
from die Hoard wlm li lie was now nsking slioutd be increased. 


Me succeeded bis 
in Ireland, and ns 
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very worthy of compassion, and on that account likewise 
should be very glad I could be of some service to h m To 
be sure, he acted a very s ly and wron^ mri-in • 

mid inlUo „ir»irofD/cop?s dauSS 

But I hopo^all thia will bo gSf ®?r;‘'Col;?‘aS 
in his favour, and that yoiu* reauest will ii 4.u ? 

weight with the Collogo ?haT roulllt I 
friends, though I hope they had not forgot it. of the con^- 
siclerable services you had done their house at different 
times, and let hem know how much their compliance !n 
this point would oblige you. After this, I think they must 
be very beasts if they do not show their gratitude^vhei 
they have so fair an opportunity, and idiotsjf they 1 eX 
purcliasing the Dean’s favour at so cheap a rate.» ^ 

My sister and I were very sorry we had not the pleasure 
of .seeing you the morning we called at the Deanery 
House. We were just then going out of town, and had not 
another opportunity of taking our leave of you. She de¬ 
sires me to make her compliments to you in averypar- 
ticular manner. We are both exceeding busy in getting 
our little house ready, and hope to remove into it next 
week. I shall not trouble you, Sir, with a description of It, 
but. In a few words, it is really a very .sweet little spot, and, 
though so near a great town, has all the advantages of a 
complete retirement.* Though I am come among a people 
that I think you are not very fond of, yet. this I must say 

' Snfira^ p, 194. 

VSinco his loner lo Clarke p, tie), Swift had appeared at a 

yisitntion and expressed his views as to the discipline of Trinity Col- 

Ta®* 20,. 1734 - 5 ] and yesterday his Grace 

ll»o Lord Archbishop of hublin and the Lord Bishop of Cloirhcr met 
at our University of Dublin ns visitors,” says “Pue’s Occurrences.” 
" to exanuno mio ihe conduct of tlie Fellows and abuses of the College, 
i ho Kov, Doan Swift was present and spoke against some of the cor¬ 
ruptions and abuses. Their Lordships are to visit again this day and 
to ClGlCrnilllQ wllAl rfxriTini tnnQ nuA 


vviULfii, iiowcvo!,^ tnnt tno visitors thought there were niore serious 
mnllcrs to bo decided than those denoted, and possibly as a result of 
i>\via^3 evidence they delivered ‘‘a most excellent and learned charge 
to tho Fellows and Scholars to give a regular attendance at chapel, 
cUilieg, and conimons.^' 

® Miss Anno Donnellan, * Snpra^ p, 256. 
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io their favour, that they arc not such brutes as to lx; ia- 
scnaible of the Dean's merit, lu-er since we came down, 
this town anti country has rung of your (irnises, for opposing 
the rccluctinn of the coin; aiul they look upon the atop that 
is likely to be put to that affair, ns a second deliverance 
they owe you.* 

I liopc the late fine weather has cunlribuletl to the re¬ 
covery of your health: I am sure it is what we have all 
reason to desire the continuance of, and what 1 beg you 
will believe, no one more truly and sincerely wishes, with 
all other im|ipluess, than, Sir, 

Your most obedient nud obliged humble servant, 

ClIH. DONNKI.LAN. 

Atitlr(ssetl~-~‘Xo the Reverend Dr. Swift, Dean of St. 
Patrick's, Dublin. 


MCXXIII. 

Swri'T TO TiiiJ Kaki. ok Ouukkv 

Deanery j, 1736. 

Mv I.mot, 

You are commantled to attend the Dean of St. Patrick's 
on Monday next at two o'clock to dine with him on said 
day on a haunch of venison; your company shall be 
Doctor Melsham' and his lady, and your old friend Mrs, 
Whiteway, and Mr. Nichols, your and my surgeon;* of 
which you arc not to fall, as you shall answer on your peril. 
Pray give my groom a guinea for attending you and for 
the charges of his horse. 

' Swift lincl imde ncc|unininnce whh die sniuh of Irelimtl in mont 
(leprossiiitt clrcuinsiaace*, and if tradition is 10 be believed, was tinder 
a cloud of gloom the whole lime he was there. See Appendix XVI. 

’ vol. iv, p, 38a, n. i. 

* Orrery was a great admirer of die Doctor, and writing about 
that tune to Tom Southern {tufira, p. 3, n. i)BBy«: “ llelslinm is Mut 
ims «/ tvtHHilusx die same jovial man you left him” ("Orrery 
I'nper#,” i, M^). 

' p. 355, ii. 3. 
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MCXXIV. [Faulkner.] 

Swift to the 1 ’uovost and Senior Fellows of 
Trinity College, Dublin 

Deanery House,/«{»' 5, 1736, 

Rev. and Worthy Sirs, 

As I had the honour of receiving some part of my educa¬ 
tion in your University, and the good fortune to be of some 
service to it while I had a share of credit at Court, as weli 
as since, when I had very little or none, I may hope to be 
excused for laying a case before you, and offering my 
opinion upon it. 

Mr. Dunkin, whom you all know, sent me some time ago 
a memorial intended to be laid before you, which perhaps 
he hath already done,* His request is, that you would be 
pleased to enlarge his annuity at present, and that he may 
have the same right. In his turn, to the first Church prefer¬ 
ment vacant in your gift, as if he had been made a Feliow, 
according to the scheme of his aunt’s will; because the 
absurdity of the condition in it ought to be imputed to the 
old woman’s ignorance, although her intention be very 
manifest, and the Intention of the testator in all wills is 
chiefly regarded by the law. What 1 would therefore 
humbly propose is this, that you would increase his pension 
to one hundred pounds a year, and make him a firm pro¬ 
mise of the first Church living in your disposal, to the value 
of two hundred pounds a year, or somewhat more. This 
I take to be a reasonable medium between what he hath 
proposed in his memorial, and what you allow him at 
present. 

I am almost a perfect stranger to Mr. Dunkin, having 
never seen him above twice, and then in mixed company, 
nor should I know his person if I met him in the streets. 
But I know he is a man of wit and parts; which, if applied 
properly to the business of his function, instead of poetry, 
wherein it must be owned he sometimes excels, might be 
of great use and service to him, I hope you will please to 


* Supra, p. 356, 
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remember, Uwl since yovir iKitly hatit rcceivwl no incon¬ 
siderable iHincfacUon from the annt. ii will tnnciv increase 
your reinUnlitin ralher lo err nn ihe j.»enerniH side toward 
the ncjiliew. 

These are niy thmiKhN. after fieijiiently refteclinij on the 
case under all its eircnmstaiHcs, and so I leave it to your 
wiser jiulticinents. 1 am. with true rcsjjcct and esteem, 
rcvcreinl and worthv Sirs, 

Yonr most uucdiciU ami m«»st humble servant, 

J. Swiinr. 


MCXXV. [JM&m Swj(/L] 

This RE\^ Thomas Sukuihan to Hwii t 

/ m //6, 1730. 

DlUIt SfR, 

I susl'Ktrr that »mnc secret villain has |>revenled the 
Lord Chancellor to Rign my commi»sU»n,* and therefore 1 
entreat the favour of you to know the mcaninjj of it from 
hlH Excellency,' for I had his consent liy a recomincmla- 
tion from my Utrd Clrlef Haron Marlay and Mr. Justice 
Ward,* The sumnter is going off fast, so are my hast fowl, 
and vou are not yet come. Vvlll you not ernne lor your six 
hundred and sixty pounds?' \Vc have rm way to ciut)' it 
except you come for It yourself, and do not forget Irr bring 
the deed of sale with you for the Marabllls and Druinair. 
I wish you could sail with them hiUier, to save you the 
trouble of riding, which 1 would rather sec than fifty 
pounds, which I would set my hand and w.nl to, Mr. Jones, 
as I told you before, will not pay anybody but youraclf, so 
that you must inevitably come mlemxmletn, right or wrong, 
whether you can or not. Our venison is plenty; our wcniher 

‘ As n jusliee of Ike peaco (w/ra, p. 

* 't’lm Chancellor is ihus atyleil on account of his being then one of 
the Lords justiceii. 

" These judges went somotiines the norll«<wost circuit, on which 
Cnvnn lieu. MarlAy hns been already mentioned while holding iho 
office of .Scilicitor-Cteneml {^upni, vol. iii, p, Wnitl, who was nn 
anceaior of the Viscounts llnngor, was a justice of the King's llench 
for nearly n quarter of a cen tury, retaining his »ent until his death. 

* Supm, p. 313. 
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too hot for its carriage. We have not had two hundred 
drops of rain these six weeks past: 

Our river is dry, 

And fiery the skyr 
I fret and I fry, 

Just ready to die: 

Oh 1 where shall I fly 
From Phcebus's eye? 

In bed when I lie, 

I soak like a pie j 

And I sweat, oh I I sweat, like a hog in a sty» 

I know you love Alexandrines; for which reason I closed 
the above madrigal with one. I think it is of a very good 
proportion, which 1 hope you will set to music; and pray 
let me have a base and second treble, with what other 
decorations and graces you can better design than I can 
direct. 

To let you see you can want for nothing, if you come to 
Cavan, I write you the following catalogue: 


Good road, 

A clean house, 

A hearty welcome, 
Good ale, 

Good beer, 

Good bread, 

Good bed, 

Young turkeys, 
Young beans, 
Right bacon, 
Cauliflowers, 
Young chickens, 


Fat venison, 
Small mutton. 
Green peas, 
Good water, 
Good wine, 
Young ducks, 
Young lambs, 
Grouse pouts, 
Fine trouts, 
Carrots, 
Parsnips, 


Item, a long Gravel Walk, 

I must trouble your reverence with a small sample of 
some things, to let you see that all I have said is truth. 

References*:— 

I. Artichoke. 4 * Raspberries. 


2. Carrot. 

3. Parsnip, 


5. Gooseberries; 

6. Currants, red; 


' It appears from Swift^s answer that this letter was brought to him 
bv Mrs, Donaldson, the Cavan innkeeper, and that the references are 
samples of the produce of SheriJan^s elysium which were sent 
by her. 
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7. CurrAnift, black. 

8. Purtttnni?. 

9. Kiclnc!!y \m\m. 

10. Comiium 

1 1 . Red nibbaK^- 

12. Ctmnium i ubbuKC. 

13. Ciii'iiiubcr. 
h|. OrairiK*?- 
ij, Hpimicb. 

13ft, Turiim. 

i4tt, Cawliflowcr!!i. 


15a. Cm Ictuu e. 

16. Icuuce?. 

1 7, *l’hyme. 

iH. Sweel marjoram. 

]6a. Nn^uudum. 

17a. Onion. 

18 a. Pen. 

19, A Uavan Hyi and a thonuand 

ihinjisi htjsuk. 

20, Some of my gravel walk, 


1 would «erul you some of my cmml, but the paper could 
not hold it. I have nothing more to send but my best 
wishes, which you can only see in my face, when you come 
down. 

Present my love 967H9^084673.iO56789Kc)7324 times to 
my dear Mrs. Whiteway, luid all her clncken.s. I am, dear 
Sir, ns I ever must be, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant to com* 
mand, dumb Spur It us hose rage it art us,‘ 


MCXXVI. [Define Swi//.] 

C11ARI.KS Faun TO Swift 

Lontlon,/«6’ 8,173A. 

You cannot imagine how much I was irnnsportcd to .sec a 
superscription in your hand,* after two years and a half in¬ 
termission. The pleasure I had in not being ciiiite forgot, 
was soon abated by what you say of your ill health. 1 
doubt you live too much by yourself, anti retirement mal<c.H 
the strongest impression upon those who are formed for 
mirth anci society. I have not been these thirty years with¬ 
out a set of cheerful companions, by herding with new ones 
as the old marry and go off. Wliy have not you a succes¬ 
sion of Grattans and Jacksons? Whatever resentment the 
men in power vnny have, everybody else would seek your 
company, upon your own terms, and for those in great 
stations, I am sure, at this time, you would bo ashamed to 
be well with them. If they hale you, it is because they fear 
you, and know your abilities better than you seem to do 

‘ Dum s^iritiiit has reflet aetus. 


Sufira, p. 350. 
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even m your melancholy yo« write with too much 
fire ior broken spirits. Your giddiness and deafness dve 
me the utmost concern, though I believe you would be!Ss 
subject to them, and as well taken care of here, nor need 
you sponge for a dinner, since you would be invited to two 
or tlirce places every day. I will say no more upon this 
subject, because I know there is no persuading you 

My leg.s have been swelled many years: it is above 
twelve .since Beaufort gave me a prescription for them, 
which never took till last winter. My Lord Lichfield.’ 
imd other of my acquaintance, persuaded me to it, and 
they tell me it had its cficct, for I arn no judge either of 
my iiwii bad looks, or large legs, having always found my- 
.self perfectly well, except when I had my fever four years 
ago, 1 walk constantly every day in the Park, and am 
pii ted to be both temperate and .sober, because my meat 
h so much overdone that 1 do not like it, and my dining 
uctpiaintarice reserve themselves for a .second meeting at 
night, which I obstinately mfusc. 

If your leiUs fall, I do not know what must become of 
us. I have considerable losse.s every year, and yet I think 
Crosthwnitc * a very honest man. Rents for some time have 
been ill paid here as well as in Ireland, and farms flung up 
every day, which have not been ratsecl since King Charles 
the h'ir.st's time. The graziers are undone in all parts, and 
it is bad enough with the farmers. One cause is, their living 
much higher than they did fonnciiy; another is, the great 
number of enclosures made of late, enough to supply many 
more iieople than England contains. It is certain all last 
vear n man aune off well, if he could sell a fat ox at the price 
he bought him lean. The butchers, by not lowering their 
meat In proportion, have been the only gainers. 

I genernlly hear once a month or oftener from my sister. 
She write.s to me with great affection, but I find she is still 
wrongheaded, and will be so as long as she lives. As she 
expected unreasonable pre.sentH, she makes them much 
more imrcaHonably, and, In my opinion, so ill-judged, that 
I do not wander more at her than at those who receive 
them. I see no difibrence in giving thirty or forty guineas. 


' tieorge bee, necoiul KnrI of biclifiold. He was a D.C.L. of Ox¬ 
ford Universily, of which hiu son, ihc third Earl, became Chancellor. 

* /.(?,, hl« nj{eni. 
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or in paying thirty or forty guineas for a thing the person 
you give it to must have paid, I have heard no reason to 
doubt Lord Masham. I know nothing of his son, not even 
by sight Our friend Lewis is in constant duty with hEji 
sick wife, who has been some years dying, and will not die. 
Unless ho calls, as he does upon me for a quarter of an hour 
at most twice in a year, there is no seeing him, I heartily 
wish you health and prosperity; and am ever, 

Most sincerely, your, etc* 

My Lord Masham was extremely pleased with your 
remembering him, and desired me to make his compJI» 
meats to you. 


MCXXVIL \Faulkner:\ 

Swift to the Rev, Thomas Sheridan 

July lOj 17^^ 

I RECEIVED your two letters.* The first is mingled with 
Latin and English, one following the other: now I scorn 
that way, and put both languages in one. However, for lh«s? 
sake of order, I will begin with answering your aeanul 
letter before the first, because it deserves one on account 
of your presents from bogs, rivers, mountain,*}, mOES«, 
quagmires, heaths, lakes, kennels, ditches, weeds, etc., 
etc,, etc. Mrs. Whiteway was pleased, although very urt* 
justly, to criticize upon every curiosity. She swears 
paper of gravel was of your own voiding, as she found by 
the smell; that your whole artichoke leaf shows its mother 
to be smaller than a nutmeg, and I confess you wereaome^ 
what unwary in exposing it to censure. Your raspboffy 
she compared with the head of a corking-pin, and the latter 
had the victory, Your currants were invisible, and we coitldl 
not distinguish the red from the black. Your pursljuie 
passed very well with me, but she swore it was house«leck^ 
She denies your Cavan fly to be genuine, but will have It, 
that for the credit of your town you would have It bom 

* Sujm, pp. 3 S 4 , 360 . 
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there, although Mrs. Donaldson confesses it was sent her 
in a box of brown sugar, and died as it entered the gates 
Mrs. Whiteway proceeds farther in her malice, declaring 
your nasturtium to be only a p-ss-abed; your beans as 
brown as herself, and of the same kind with what we fatten 
hogs in Leicestershire. In one thing she admires your 
generosity, that for her sake you would spare a drop or 
two of your canal water, which by the spongy bottom 
needs it so much. The only defects of them all, were, that 
they wanted colour, sight, and smell; yet as to the lak, we 
both acknowledge them all to exhale a general fustiness 
which however did much resemble that of your Cavan air. 


MCXXVIII. I0nginaiy\ 

Lady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 

July ii, 1736. 

Since, it seems, my letters are not for your own perusal, 
but kept for a female cousin's, to her this ought to be 
addressed, but that I am not yet in spirits to joke. I did 
not do so ill by your request, as you apprehended by my 
letter,’ for I spoke to the Duke much sooner than I told you 
I should, and did so as soon as it was possible for me, or as 
soon as I could have sent it. But as my answer was, that 
he had that moment received a letter from Lord Orrery, 
with the most pressing instances for a deserving friend of 
his, that the Duke could not refuse; especially as my Lord 
Orrery had been most extremely obliging, and, for this 
whole session, neglected no opportunity to endeavour to 
make his administration easy, though, at the same time he 
assured me, he would otherwise have been very glad to 
oblige you, and does agree, that the gentleman you recom¬ 
mended is a very deserving one also, all this you should 
have known before, had I been able to write, but I have 
been laid up with the gout in my hand and foot, and so 
thought it not necessary to make use of a secretary, since 

' In the British Museum. See Preface. 

’ Supra^ p, 353. 
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I had nothing more pleasing to tell you. I shall always be 
extremely willing to be employed by you to him; nor do 
I make any question that you will always recommend those 
that are worth being employed, as it is for your own honour 
as well as his. No more will I agree, that you never did 
prevail on any one occasion; because the very first you did 
employ me about, was instantly complied with, though 
against a rule he thought right, and I knew before he had 
set himself' 

Lady Suifolk is now at Spa, with my brother George, for 
her health; and as I shall go, for my own, to the Bath in 
September, I fear we shall not meet this great while; 
and now I must finish this long letter, which has not been 
quite easy to write, being still your gouty, but faithful 
servant. 

Addressed —To the Revd. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, 

at Dublin, Ireland. 


MCXXIX. IDeane Swz/L] 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

/ufy 20, 1736, 

Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED yours ** some day or other this week, by the 
hands of Mrs, Donaldson, who has made affidavit before 
our town magistrate, that I never borrowed a fly of her in 
my life, and I have likewise deposed upon oath, that I 
caught the fly perched upon a rose-tree in my own garden, 
and I would have you to know, that I have above four 
hundred thousand of the same species, for I counted them 
last Sunday, If you will not believe me, pray come down 
and see. Mr. Jones has your six hundred and sixty pounds 
ready, but can get no bills to remit it.® I beseech you lose 
no time; for he is uneasy about it, . . . 

If you put off the time of coming down longer, you will 

‘ The affair of Mr, Fox vol. iv, p. 189). 

* Supra^ p. 364. * Supra^ p. 360. 
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M o““ou?c?i^ •« 


My wife, 

Two Ladies Lanesborouj^h i 
Mrs, Maxwell, * 

Mrs. Fitzmaurice, 

Mrs, Hort, 

Mrs, Ilamiltoii, 

Mrs. Saundersoii, 

Mrs. Newburgh, 

Mrs. Cromer, 

Mrs. White, 

Mrs. Nesbitt, 

Her five daughters, 


Mrs. Stephens, 

Mrs. and Miss Clements, 
Mrs. Tighe, ' 

Mrs. Coote, 

Mjss Pratt, 

Mrs. Fitzherbert, 

Mrs. Jones, 

Beauty Copeland, 

Miss Brooke, i, 2, 3, 4, etc., 
etc., etc."* 

All your Cavan mistresses. 


News:— 

a drdsSnffro"* 
Colonel Newburgh's fine arched market-house, quite finished with a 
grand cmmla on the top, fell flat to the earth. It is now begun upon 
again. Sic iramiigloria mundi.^ ucgun upon 

Grouse pouts, 

Fine trouts, 

Right venison, 

For my beiiison. 

Leave your stinking town in haste, 

For you have no time to waste. 


^ Swift^s old friend Prince Butler {supra^ vol. ii, p. 242, n. 3) had 
died early that year. The reference is evidently to his widow and her 
daughter-in-law. 

^ Of the families to which these ladies belonged, only six, namely, 
those of Maxwell, Hamilton, Saunderson, Clements, Pratt, and Brooke, 
seem to be prominent in the county Cavan of to-day. 

^ Colonel Brockhili Newburgh, who had served in King William^s 
army, resided a few miles from the town of Cavan at Ballyhaise, and 
was one of the great improvers of his time, ** About a quarter of a 
mile distant from his house,says his eldest son, “he built a tdwti fh 
form of a circus, the houses all arched, with a large circular rhafket- 
house in the centre; a building in the opinion of good judges,!! 
worthy the plan of a Vitruvius or a Palladio, and which, jf;ive:rtray be 
allowed to compare small things with great, bears no djstattt.Sem¬ 
blance to the Pantheon at Rome, but with this difierenc§;|^iif6o^ 
opening of the convex roof ht the summit, contrivedto 
the latter,” Swift had visited Colonel Newburgh wHile'iStiying with 
Sheridan, and had seen his hdUsd at Ballyhaise, to¬ 

gether with the oflices tliroughbufin;the.,upperand 
thereby, the Colonel's son remarks,-“freefroiii^the^dange^ 
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Let me know what day I shall meet you. Price and I 
will stretch to Virginia. That all happiness may for ever 
attend you is the sincere wish of, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MCXXX. [Deane Swift] 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

Dear Sir, , . ^ r 

I WENT to Belturbet immediately upon the receipt oi 
your letter, and found Mr. Jones ready for Mr. Henry s 
draft, and glad of it, and so am 1. But you are a very 
fine lawyer in calling your deed of sale a mortgage. Instead 
of cancelling there is more to be done: you must not only 
cancel, but you must reconvey to me, in a formal manner 
as if you sold to me. Pray ask advice, and do not do things 
hand over head, as you were going to do —observe my style 
—like me. If I had not sworn never to set my foot m 
Dublin, except I were to pass through it for England, I 
would go thither next vacation; but I have sworn solemnly 
I will not If I had my few friends out of it, I would not 
care that all the rest were petrified. 

Now you must know that I forbid you the town of Cavan 
as strenuously as I invited you to it; for the small-pox is 
the broom of death at present, and sweeps us off here by 
dozens, I never had it, which gives me some Httle palpita¬ 
tions, but no great fear. As soon as I can get five hundred 
pounds in my pocket, to make a figure with, I may perhaps 
honour your metropolis with my presence, and that may 
be sooner than you imagine, for I have a guinea, a moidore, 
a cob, and two Manx pence towards it already.^ You may 
think I swagger, but as I hope to be saved it is true, 

of The compliment that the late Dean Swift paid to Mr. NFew- 

burgh,” adds his son, “on the planning such a singular but useful 
edifice was as uncommon as there is reason to believe it sincere, viz,, 
that it was not only the best, but the only house he had seen in I reland ” 
Life and Character of the late Brockhill Newburgh, Esq.,” 1761). 

* The national coinage was then largely supplemented by that of 
Other countries. The Spanish dollar or piece was much used in I reland, 
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How grieved I am that I am out of the way while Doctor 
King is in Dublin.^ I wish with all my soul he would take 
a frolic to come hither, because he would cost me no wine, 
and I have the best water in Ireland. My collection of 
witty sayings, etc,, is finished, if I had any friends to re¬ 
commend them. The best wares of that kind will not go off 
otherwise. Doctor King promised me his friendship at 
Oxford. If you would speak a kind word to the public in 
their behalf, I know they would bring me inwhich 
I now want as much as I formerly did the gift of retention, 
when I had enough. But that is neither here nor there. 

My son [Richard] I can affirm, is thoroughly reformed, 
and, as an argument of it, I must acquaint you that his 
mother finds fault with everything he does. My son 
[Thomas] is so far poisoned by the serpent his mother, 
that I cannot get him home, although I sent horses for 
him. . . May all happiness attend you, is the sincere wish 
of, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MCXXXI. \peane 


Lady Howth to Swift 

August by it. 

Sir, . 

I DO not know how this letter may be received, since 1 
never had the favour of an answer to my last.^ I impute it 
to the neglect of the post, or anything rather than to think 
I am forgot by my old friend. I arn now in Contlaught, 
where I assure you I spend the least of my time at card^. 
I am on horseback almost every day to view the beaiiges 

where it was known as a cob, and the gold coin of PortugabC^ll^^# 
moidore, which was worth about twenty-seven shillings, 
tensively in England as well as in Ireland. ^ 

‘ Dr. King’s law-suit had again obliged him to returny|:^li)ublin 

future biographer was then a student in 

possible Lady Ho\yth is referring .td her Je^ two years 

before p. 81), , , 
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of Connaught, where I am told you have been. I live 
greatly under ground; for I view all the places under 
ground. I make nothing of going down sixty steps/ I really 
think, could you lend me a little of your brains, I should be 
able to come nigh Addison in several of his descriptions of 
Italy; for upon my word I think there are several very re¬ 
markable things. As you took a journey last winter to 
Cavan, my Lord and I hope you will take one to the 
county of Kilkenny this winter, where we assure you of a 
hearty welcome. 

I must now be troublesome to you, but Lord Athenry ® 
begged I would write to you in favour of a young gentle¬ 
man, one Mr. Ireland, who was usher to Mr. Garnett, school¬ 
master of Tipperary. Mr. Garnett died lately; he has given 
Mr. Ireland a very good certificate, and most of the gentle¬ 
men in and about Tipperary have recommended Mr. Ireland 
to succeed Mr. Garnett; as you are one of the governors of 
that school, I hope you will do Mr. Ireland all the service 
you^can, which will very much oblige me.** 

Since I began this there came in a trout: it was so large 
that we had it weighed: it was a yard and four inches long, 
twenty-three inches round, his jaw-bone eight inches long, 
and he weighed thirty-five pound and a half. My Lord and 
I stood by to see it measured. I believe I have tried your 
patience, so beg leave to assure you I am, 

Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 

L. Howth. 

Direct to me at Turlaghvan,near Tuam. My Lord begs 
you would accept of his compliments, 

' The allusion is to a subterraneous channel that connects the great 
Loughs of Mask and Corrib. The principal approach to the channel, 
known as the Pigeon^s Hole, is by a descent of sixty-eight steps, of 
which an illustration is given by Miss Margaret Stokes in her “Three 
Months in the Forests of France,” p. 149, 

^ Francis Birminghairit eighteenth Lord Athenry. 

Tipperary Gratninar School is one of those founded tinder the 
trusts of Erasmus Smith, the great educational benefactor of Ireland, 
Ihe will of John Garnett, schoolmaster of Tipperary, is dated 2 July 
in that year, and is witnessed by William Ireland. 
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MCXXXII, \Deane SwiftC^ 


Thomas Carte to Swift 


Mr. Awnshaw’s. in Red Lion Court, in Fleet Street, London. 

Sjr i Avgust 

Having at last, after a long application and in the midst 
of rheumatic pains, the effects of a sedentary life, 
finished my History of the Life of the first Duke of Ormond 
and of the affairs of Ireland in his time, I here send you a 
copy of that work, of which I beg your acceptance, I have 
endeavoured to follow the instructions you gave me,and hope 
I have done so in some measure. If it have your approba¬ 
tion in any degree, it will be so much to my satisfaction. 

It hath been a long subject of complaint in England, 
that no history has yet been wrote of it upon authentic and 
proper materials, and even those who have taken notice of 
the military actions of our ancestors, have yet left the civil 
history of the kingdom, the most instructive of any, un¬ 
touched, for want of a proper knowledge of the antiquities, 
usages, laws and constitutions of this nation, Rapin de 
Thoyras, the last writer, was a foreigner, utterly ignorant in 
these respects, and, writing his history abroad, had no means 
of clearing up any difficulties that he met with therein. He 
made, indeed, some use of Ry mer’s Foedera,** but his ignorance 
of our customs suffered him to fall into gross mistakes, for 
want of understanding the phraseology of Acts, which have 
reference to our particular customs. Besides, Rymer^s collec¬ 
tion contains only such treaties as were enrolled in the 
Tower, or in the rolls of Chancery; he knew nothing of such 
as were enrolled in the Exchequer, and of the public treaties 
with foreign Princes enrolled in this latter office. I have 
now a list of above four hundred by me, Rymer never maide; 
use of that vast collection of materials for an English histoV/y; 
which is preserved in the Cotton library, nor ever cdnSulted 
any journal of our Privy Council, whenever he refershtb^any, 
still quoting Bishop Burnet for his author. He neV^riread 


As appears from this letter, during his stay in . . . .. 

p. 355, n. 2) Carte had made the acquarnjan,ce.p^ 

Sheridan, and had consulted him ^bpu,t 
To his use of the Foedera,^VRap,lA 
rnerit his History possesses. ; r'> 7^ A 


(supra, 
as of 


IS whatever 
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the rolls of Parliament, nor any journal of either House, 
where the chief affairs within the nation are transacted, and 
did not so much as know there was such a place as the 
Paper Office, where all the letters of the English ambas¬ 
sadors abroad, and all the dispatches of our Secretaries of 
State at home, from the time of Edward the Fourth to the 
Revolution, since which the Secretaries have generally 
carried away their papers, are kept in a good method, and 
with great regularity; so that he wanted likewise the best 
materials for an account of our foreign affairs,' 

These defects have made several of our^ nobility and 
gentry desire a new history to be wrote, in which the above- 
mentioned, and other materials as authentic as they, may 
be made use of. They have proposed it to me, and [to] my 
objections regai’ding the vastness of the expense as well as 
labour, that to satisfy myself I must have all materials by 
me—not only copies out of our records, journals, etc,, in 
England, but even copies of negotiations of foreign ambas¬ 
sadors at this Court, of the French, all the negotiations 
and letters of which, for two hundred years past, I know 
where to have copied—they have proposed a subscription of 
a thousand a year, for as many years as the work will re¬ 
quire, to defray this expense. The subscription is begun, 
and will, I believe, be completed this winter, and then that 
work will employ all my time. One advantage I already 
find from the very talk of this design, having been offered 
several collections and memoirs of particular persons, con¬ 
siderable in their time, which I did not know were in being, 
and which would else no part of them ever see the light; 
and the manner of the history’s being carried on, will prob¬ 
ably make everybody open their stores,' 

This is one reason, among many others, which makes me 
very desirous of having your judgement of the work I have 
now published, and that you would point out to me sucl: 
faults as I would fain correct in my designed work. It wil 
be a very particular favour to a person who is, with the 
greatest esteem and respect. Sir, 

Your very obliged and obedient servant, 

Thomas Carte. 

‘ Rapin is commended for his impartiality and lucidity as well a 
research by Professor Firth (“D. N. B.," xlvii, 299), who is of opinioi 
that it rem.ained for Hume not Carte to supersede his work. 

' The first volume of Carte’s history was published-in I 7 S 4 ‘ 
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MCXXXIII. [Deme Swi/i.] 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Mrs, Whiteway 

Cavan, Angifsi 14, 1736. 

Dear Madam, 

Your account of the Dean gives me much grief, I hope 
in God he will disappoint all his friends* fears, and his 
enemies* hopes. Nothing can be a greater affliction to me 
than my distance from him, and, what is full as bad, my 
being so near to one who has been the occasion of it' Very 
rich folks in my debt have made such apologies for non¬ 
payment, that I now feel for Ireland, but much more for 
myself, because I was in hopes of being able to make my 
appearance in Dublin with a good grace, namely, to pay 
some debts, which I can knot^ My poor Lady Mountcashell 
has a right to a visit from me, and thither I will venture 
for a day and a night, and I will venture to the Deanery 
for another,^ I could wish the best friend 1 had in the 
world—you may guess who I mean—and am sure is so 
still, would take a little of my advice. You may depend 
upon this, it should be all for my own advantage. 

Now I have done raving, I must turn my pen, which is 
my tongue*s representative, against you for a while, because 
I am certain it might be in your power to paint my Siberia 
so agreeably to the Dean, as to send him hither while our 
good weather lasted, My new kitchen is disappointed ; so 
is my gravel walk; but what is worse, his only favourite, 
my rib, who dreamed with great pleasure that he would 
never dome. I am sorry she is disappointed; for I am 
certain she would run away if he had come. God forgive 
him for hot* doing it, I will make all the haste I can out 
of this hell, and I hope my friends, I beg pardon, I mean 
my friend, will cast about a little for me; if he does 
not, I will try England, where the predominant phrase is, 
down with the Irish. I will say no more, but tell you that 
you are a false mistress, and if you do not behave yourself 

Jhis wife. Cannot, 

3 Sheridan’s stay was probably thus limited owing to his fear of 
being seized by his creditors. Lord Mountcashell (^sufra^^voh iy, 
p. 55) had died just a fortnight before, and the reference is to his 
mother, who had lost, since her husband’s death, two sons. 
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better, I will choose another. In the mean time God bless 
you and my dearest friend the Dean. I am, notwithstand¬ 
ing all your upbraidings, dear Madam, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MCXXXIV. IBlwin.] 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

17,1736. 

I FIND, though I have less experience than you, the truth 
of what you told me some time ago, that increase of years 
makes men more talkative but less writative, to that 
degree that I now write no letters but of plain business, 
or plain how-d*ye’s, to those few I am forced to correspond 
with, either out of necessity, or love, and I grow laconic 
even beyond laconism, for sometimes I return only yes, or 
no, to questionary or petitionary epistles of half a yard long. 
You and Lord Bolingbroke are the only men to whom I 
write and always in folio. You are indeed almost the only 
men I know, who either can write in this age, or whose 
writings will reach the next, Others are mere mortals. 
Whatever failings such men may have, a respect is due 
to them, as luminaries whose exaltation renders their 
motion a little irregular, or rather causes it to seem so to 
others, 

I am afraid to^ censure anything I hear of Dean Swift, 
because I hear it only from mortals, blind and dull, and 
you should be cautious of censuring any action or motion 
of Lord Bolingbroke because you hear it only from shallow, 
envious, or malicious reporters. What you writ to me 
about him I find to my great scandal repeated in one of 
yours to-Whatever you might hint to me, was this 

^ A report had been current early in that year that Bolingbroke 
was playing the Celadon in France (Elwin, op. cit.^ vii, 346). Although 
the report is not mentioned in the printed version of his last letter to 
Pope {supra^ p, 320), Swift may perhaps have noticed it in an excised 
passage. During the period covered by this volume the rigorous 
editing of the Correspondence between them {supra^p, i,, n. i) has in 
3 omG cases reduced the folios to a paragraph or twp, but subsequent 
sentence in the present letter suggests that at least on Swift^s side few 
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The thing, if true, should be concealed, 
you absolutely untrue, in every circum- 
Lxed in a very agreeable retirement near 
id makes it his whole business vacare 
tie the truth, were you not angry at his 
to you so iong ? I may, for I hear from 
n from you, that is twice or thrice a year 
n possibly think he can neglect you, or 
If you catch yourself at thinking such 
arts are decayed; for believe me, great 
d do esteem one another, and I question 
esteem or comprehend uncommon merit 
ss at that merit, or see glimmerings of 
enius has the intuitive faculty: therefore 
i will, you cannot be so sure of any man’s 

that neither he nor you despise me, it is a 
D me by far, and will be thought so by 
all the House of Lords writ commendatory 
the Commons ordered me to print my 
srsities gave me public thanks, and the 
t Prince crowned me with laurel. You are 
man; you do not know the figure his 
will make hereafter, I do, and will pre- 
lorials I can, that I was of your intimacy; 
Hs, intervallo. I will not quarrel with the 
las done enough for me, in making and 
my friends. Do not you be too angry at 
n be too angry at it; it has done, and can 
>u any manner of harm, as long as it has 
5urn your works. While those subsist, you 
the greatest men of the tirne, in spite of 
isters; and the wisest, in spite of all the 
may please to commit. 

»etter health attend you, than I fear you 
•jt as good health attend iyou always as 
It; tolerable, when an easy mind is joined 

disappeared. The name that appears most likely 
3lank IS that of Ford. As Swift’s letter to him is 
rig-inal {suj>m^ p. 350), the allusion must, however, 
seen on a separate sheet. 
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MCXXXV. [Original.^] 

Mrs. Pendarves to Swift 

Brook Street, September 1736* 

Sir, 

I NEVER will accept of the writ of ease you threaten 
me with; do not flatter yourself with any such hopes ; I 
receive too many advantages from your letters to drop a 
correspondence of such consequence to me, I am really 
grieved that you are so much persecuted with a giddiness 
in your head; the Bath and travelling would certainly be 
of use to you. Your want of spirits is a new complaint, 
and what will not only afflict your particular friends, but 
every one that has the happiness of your acquaintance, I 
am uneasy to know how you do, and have no other means 
for that satisfaction, but from your own hand; most of my 
Dublin correspondents being removed to Cork, to Wicklow 
mountains, and the Lord knows where, 

I should have made this inquiry sooner, but that I have 
this summer undertaken a work that has given me full 
employment, which is making a grotto in Sir John Stanley's 
garden at Northend; it is chiefly composed of shells I 
had from Ireland.® My life, for two months past has been 
very like a hermit*s; I have had all the comforts of life but 
society, and have found living quite alone a pleasanter 
thing than I imagined it The hours I could spend in read¬ 
ing have been entertained by RolIiiVs History of the 
Ancients, in French, I am very well pleased with it, and 
think your Annibals, Scipios, and Cyruses, prettier fellows 
than are to be met with iiow-a-days. Painting and music 
have had their share in my amusements, I rose between 
five and six, and went to bed at eleven, I would not tell 
you so much about myself, if I had anything to tell you of 
other people. I came to town the night before last, and If 

^ III the British Museum, See Preface, 

^ The allusion is no doubt to what Swift had said in reply to her 
letter in April {supra^ p, 318), 

® Some specimens of the shell-work for which Mrs, Delany was 
celebrated are still to be seen at Delville. The shells for the grotto at 
Northend were probably sent to her from Killala. She decorated a 
similar grotto there for Bishop Clayton, and mentions that the Bishop 
had made a very fine collection of shells Correspondence ” i, 361), 
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it does not, a few days hence, appear better to me than at 
present, I shall return to my solitary cell Sir John Stanley 
has been all the summer at Tunbridge. 

, suppose you may have heard of Mr. Pope^s accident, 
which had like to have proved a very fatal one; he was 
leading a young lady into a boat, from his own stairs, her 
foot missed the side of the boat, she fell into the water, 
and pulled Mr. Pope after her; the boat slipped away,and 
they were i mmediately out of their depth, and it was 
with some difficulty they were saved. The young lady*s 
name is Talbot; she is as remarkable for being a hand¬ 
some woman, as Mr. Pope is for wit I think 1 cannot give 
you a higher notion of her beauty, unless I had named 
you, instead of him, I shall be impatient till I hear from 
you again, being, with great sincerity, Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

M. Pendarves. 

I forgot to answer, on the other side, that part of your 
letter that concerns my sister. I do not know whether 
you would like her person as well as mine, because sickness 
has faded her complexion; but it is greatly my interest 
not to bring you acquainted with her mind, for that would 
prove a potent rival, and nothing but your partiality to 
me as an older acquaintance could make you give me the 
preference* I beg my particular compliments to Dr. 
Delany, Sir John Stanley says, if you have not forgot 
him, he desires to be remembered as your humble servant. 

Addressed —To the Dean of St. Patriclds, at the Deanery, 
Dublin. 


MCXXXVI. [ScoU.] 

Swift TO John Nichols 


Sir, 


Deanery House, Monday morning, 

September ty 1736. 


You attended a monstrous haunch of venison to the 
Deanery, and if you and Mrs. Nichols do not attend it 
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again to-morrow, it shall be thrown into the streets;^ 
therefore all excuses must be laid aside. Mrs. Whiteway 
and 1 shall be all your company, and I will give you a pot 
of ale to relish it. I am, with true esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Swift. 

Name your most convenient hour to dine, and do not 
say, when you please. 


MCXXXVII. [ScoU.] 

William King to Mrs. Wpiiteway 

Edinburgh, September 14, 1736, 

Madam, 

I HOPE you received a letter which I wrote to you from 
Chester, immediately after I arrived at that place.* Instead 
of going directly to London, as I first proposed, I took the 
advantage of a fine season, and have since rambled about 
four hundred miles out of my way, as you perceive by the 
date of this letter. I have pretty well satisfied my curiosity, 
and shall set out for London in three or four days. Some time 
in the next month I intend to publish an advertisement for 
taking subscriptions, unless I receive a counter order from 
you, or the Dean.* If he approves of it, I will prevail on 
Ramsay, the author of Cyrus,^ to translate the whole work 
into French; so that it may be published at the same time 
in both languages. The Dean need not be at a loss how to 
send me my manuscript,® since my servant will go to Ireland 
the next term, with some papers relating to my lawsuit. 
He is a sober diligent fellow, and one I can trust. If you 
will be pleased to write to me as soon as you receive this, 

1 Nichols had a residence in the Phoenix Park, which had belonged 
to his father-in-law, Proby {supra^ vol. iii, p. 205), and probably tho 
venison canie from the viceregal herd, 

=* King had evidently left Dublin soon after Sheridan^s allusion to 
him {supra^ p. 369). 

3 As subsequently appears. King had proposed that the History 
of the Four Last Years of the Queen should be published by subscrip¬ 
tion, He had, however, not yet received the manuscript, 

* Supra, vol. iii, p. 405. < Le., of » The Toast.^’ 
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your letter will probably meet me in London on my arrival 
there. I desire my humble service to the Dean and Miss 
Harrison, and that you will believe me to be, Madam, 
Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

W. K. 

Addressed —To Mrs. Whiteway at her house in Abbey 
Street, in Dublin. By London. 


MCXXXVIII. [Deane Stvifi,] 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Swift 

September 15, 1736. 

Dear Sir, 

I RECEIVED a letter from Mr. Henry by the last post, 
wherein he tells me that the six hundred and sixty pounds 
were short by eight pounds of your principal, and that you 
expected I should send you my promissory note for that, 
and the Interest of your money, which I will do most 
willingly, when you let me know whether you will charge 
me five or six per cent that I may draw my note accord¬ 
ingly.' Indeed if you pleased, or would vouchsafe, or con¬ 
descend, or think proper, I would rather that you would, I 
mean should, charge only five per cent because I might be 
sooner able to pay it. 

Upon second thoughts, mine eyes being very sore with 
weeping for my wife, you may let Mrs. Whiteway know—r 
to whom pray present my love and best respects—that 1 
have made an experiment of the lake water, which I sent 
for, upon myself only twice before my optics became as 
clear as ever; for which reason I sent for a dozen bottles of 
it for Miss Harrison, to brighten her stars to the ruin of all 
beholders. Remember if she turns basilisk, that her mother 
is the cause. Tully the carrier, not Tully the orator, Is to 
leave this to-morrow—if he does—by whom I shall send 
you a quarter of my own .small mutton, and about six 
quarts of nuts to my mistress in Abbey Street, with a fine 
pair of Cavan nutcrackers to save her white teeth, and 
yours too, if she will deign to lend them to you. I would 

' Supra^ p. 368. 
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advise you to keep in with that same lady,as yon value my 
friendsldp, which is your best feather, otherwise yon must 
forgive mo if my ancctitms shall withdraw with hers. Alas I 
my long evenings arc coining on, bad weather, and confine¬ 
ment. Oh! that some fricnil would lodge me in Dublin 
Mar.shnlsea.* 

Somebody told me, but I forget who, that Mrs. VVhitcway 
rid your mare at thcCnrragh.and won the plate, but surely 
she would not carry the frolic so far.’ They say the I’rimate's 
lady riii against her. anti that Mrs. Whiteway, by way of 
weight, carried the bishop of Down and Connor behind 
her.* I'ray let me know the truth of this, Mr. Faulkner 
writ to me fur some poems tif your.s which 1 have. I am 
collecting them as fast ns I can from niuong tny papers, 
and he snail Imvc them in a post or two, .ho please to tell 


him.' 

Tlwce old women were lately buried at the foot of our 
.steeple here, and so strong was the fermentation of their 
enreusaes, that our .steeple has visibly grown forty foot 
higher, and what is wonderful, above twenty .small ones 
are grown out of Its .sides. What .surprises me must is. 
that the bell-rope is not one foot higher from the ground. 
Be .so good as to communicate this to the i'rovri.st t.if the 
College, or Archdeacon Whiltingham, or Archdeacon 


' I,«., iho tleblor*' prison. 

’ “Wednesday Inal(SciHcmbor 8|,"Biiys "I'we’H Utcoritsnces," "sis 
horacs, eic., alnrlcd for th« pituc nl live CurraKli, and ii was won by n 
marc belonBiiVR to Mr. Hnnnoll, surveyor ai KinRsend." Clic CurraRh, 
u well-known pin in in ihn cauniy nf KiUlnccj, h »iutl lo cldrivn lU 
frimi the Irish Cuir it race course, nnd to Imve been useil for 
timi purpose from live mosi remote iVRe. . ... 

• Mrs. Ilouticr is said by Denue Swift to have been "very lusty"j 
it is to be presumed ibni ihts prelate, Francis Mulcbinson, wlvo llicii 
Iveltl the sees menlioiied, wn« the reverse. In "An Excellent New 
lliillntl" (“ Irish I'nmttlileis" in Trinity CollcHe Librnry), which prob¬ 
ably omminted from die Deanery circle, Hwlchinson’a lenmitiR is held 
lip (0 riilictile: 

'*0 Ireland 1 wimt cause Imve you to complain, 

Cause so few of your friends to the mitre nliain, 

Since Hritnin such care of your welfare does lake 
To part with suclt wonderful men for your sake. 

Learned Down, Derry Down." 

* Faulkner was propnrinR for pitblicntion tlie fifdi anti slxtb volumes 
of his edition tif "Swift's Works"(see Ap|>endlx V). Thesixtli volume 
coniains some of live verses that .Swift nnd Sheridan interchanged in 
the early days of llieir nettunintnnee. 
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Walls,^ I would be glad to have all or either of their 
opinions, as they are the chief virtuosi in this kingdom. 

I wish you all happiness, and hope you will outlive every 
enemy, and then we may hope our Church and kingdom 
will flourish, and so will 

Your obedient and very humble servant, 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MCXXXIX. 

Swift to [Mrs. Pilkington] 

Tuesday, October 12, 1736, 

Madam,' 

You are very captious; for, in my last letter, I only said 
in the beginning, "Madam, you Vie** I have a great deal 

* There has been already reference to Whittingham (snpra^ vol, ii, 
p. 388 who is here added to the number of Swift^s aversions {supra^ 

» In the Forster Collection, No. 532. Sir W. Scott printed the letter 

from the original. t u i ♦ 

^ From the concluding sentences there can be no doubt that this 
letter was addressed to the diminutive wife of the diminutive Pilkingtom 
Her " Memoirs'' (i, 113 etseq:) tell us that after a long interval he had 
returned from London {supra^^, 67, n. 2) "like the ghost of his ^tmer 
self," and had felt deeply "the disregard shown him by everybody. 
As a result of her anxieties, her own health is said to have given way, 
and for its restoration she went on a visit to relations in the south 01 
Ireland. The later portion of her stay there she spent at Mallow, then 
a popular spa, and had, on her own admission, a gay time. She had 
only Just returned to Dublin before this letter was written, and 
found that her husband had quarrelled with her father, who f^ceived 
her, in consequence, "with a coldness which struck her to me 

A week later the following paragraph appeared in the Dublin Gazette . 

"On Sunday morning <17 October) as Dr. John Van Lewen, one of 

the censors of the College of Physicians, was using a case-knife, 

was very sharp, the knife slipped and pierced his side, by which acci- 
S hisMife is^fn danger." Mrs, Pilkington suggests the possibility of 
the wound having been self-inflicted in a moment of mental aberr 
brought on by her husband's conduct, and gives a long account of h^ 
forcing herself, in spite of her husband and others, into the sick mom 
where, according to her own account, her skilful nursing p , 
her father's life for some months, to the amazement of seven physicians 
and three surgeons by whom he was attended. It is evident from is 
letter that Swift’s relations with the Pilkmgtons were as cordial as ever, 
and it may be surmised that this fact was due to Swift's consciousness 
that Pilkington was not so guilty as Pope supposed \supra^ p. 9W- 
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worse than that to say, when I write to latlies, and my 
fault is, what my enemies fjive out, that I use you too 
well, I send you some fruit of my own i»lnntintr,ancl like a 
fool, 1 send you the l>cst, lliou|.'h yon never ^ive the bearer 
a fnrlhin},»; and, when you do, may you never be wortli 
another. I.et mo know perfectly the condition of your 
eldest .sister, I will wait on you .soon, If Imnlth will permit 
me. I am now loler.ddy, which i.s nutre than you can pre- 
teiitl to. My humble .service to tins little woinan’.s little 
man. J. S. 


MCXL. Slop/ord-SticMUt's MtiHusiripts'] 

Swift to thu Dukk ov Duhskt 

iKrnnury l lnu»c, Dtihlin, (kh^tv i,|, 1736. 

In a former letter to your Grace 1 taxed you with a clcljt 
of a hundred and ten pounds a year In Church livings, 
being by arithmetic an arrear of a Imndredand fifty pouncls 
a year which \'nur Grace was pleased to promise me for a 
friend, and of wijich I only received forty pouncia a year.* 
I often did myself the honour of licing .so bold, which is no 
great honour, of telling you that a verv worthy clergyman 
had been long n weight upon my .shaidtler.s to get lilm some 
addition, and that ids circumstances were such that the 
addition I desired must consist with the small preferment 
lie hath nlready, There is now a prebendary vacant wliicli 
will answer my wisli. One Mr. Williamson died about 
Ihirty-Hix hours ago. He was Treasurer of Christ Church 
in Dublin. The place is worth lietwcen ninety and a him* 
dred [Kiuntls a year and no more. Tlie [jcraon whom I 
desire may have it is Mr. John Jackson, minister of Santry, 
tlirce miles from Dublin, and a relation of the Grattans. 
He lintli been often and earnestly recommended by me to 
your Grace, and your answers have been favourable. I 
have adtled several time* tlint you would by aucli a favour 
oblige thin wliole city and the most honest gentlemen in 
the Kingdom, and 1 hope sucli a consideration will have 
weight with you. I do therefore hope and expect tliat 

' Hist. MSS. Com., vol. i, p. 16$. ' Supta^ p. 494. 
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your Grace will by the next post send an order to have a 
patent made out for Mr. John Jackson, Vicar of Santry, or 
Rector, whichever he be, to confer on him the treasurership 
of Christ Church, Dublin, and at the same time, which is 
now near the twentieth that my chief regard is to your 
Grace*s honour, that you will reward a most deserving 
gentleman of this kingdom who had the misfortune to be 
born in it, with one mark of your favour, Otherwise I shall 
think it very hard, that as I am of some station and perhaps 
of some little distinction, besides the honour of being so 
long known to your Grace and family, I could never have 
the least power of prevailing on you to reward merit, for 
which no party will repine. 


MCXLI. [Blackzvood's Magazine.^'] 


Swift to the Rev. Patrick Delany 

Deanery House, 22, 1736. 

Dear Sir, 

The bearer, Mr, John Lyon, waits upon you with a 
humble request. He is a master of arts, of some years 
standing, hath been employed as an assistant to Mr.Worrall 
in visiting the sick of our Liberty, hath a general good 
character, and is not married,® Hearing that Mr. Roe is 
gone to London and designs to quit his cure, I am desired 
by some worthy clergymen, particularly Mr. King of 
St. BrideV to recommend him to you to succeed Mr. Roe 
as your assistant lecturer for St, Nicholas Within,^ which I 
do very heartily, for I have an esteem for the young gentle¬ 
man, whom i have heard preach for me very discreetly. 


I “ Dean Swift in Dublin,” by the Bishop of Ossory, vol, clxxxv, p. 685. 
* In addition to his celebrity as a friend of Swift, Lyon is remembered 
in Ireland as a zealous guardian of some of her more important manu¬ 
script collections, and a catalogue made by him for Trinity College 
Library was, until recently, in daily use, He had been a scholar 
of Dublin University, and graduated in 1729 bachelor, and in 1732 

master of arts. ^ . tt 1 

^ With that parish Lyon had a hfe-long connection. He was born, 
baptized, and educated within its limits, and became successively the 
reader, curate, and incumbent of its church. ,, , -r^ . 

^ Stephen Roe was the reader of St. Werburgh^s under Delany, 
whose interest in the parish of St. Nicholas Within is not apparent. 
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Need I tell you that I would not recommend my brother 
to you, if it were not out of more regard to your reputation 
than his interest.' ... I am entirely 

Your most obedient, etc., 

J. Swift. 

Addressed—To the Rev. Dr. Delany. 


MCXLII. 


Swift to William Richardson 


Dublin, October 23, 1736. 

Sir, , 

I HAD the favour of a letter from you about two months 
ago;’’ but I was then, and have been almost ever since, in 
so ill a state of health, and lowness^ of spirits, that I was 
not able to acknowledge it, and it is not a week since 1 
ventured to write to an old friend upon a business of im¬ 
portance. I have long heard of you and your character, 
which, as I am certain was true, so it was very advantage¬ 
ous, and gave me a just esteem of you, which your friendly 
letter has much increased. 

I owe you many thanks for your goodness to Mr. War- 
burton and his widow. I had lately a letter from her, 
wherein she tells me of the good office you have done her. 
I would be glad to know whether she has been left m a 
capacity of living in any comfortable way, and able to 
provide for her children: for I am told her husband left her 
some. He served once a cure of mine; but I came over to 
settle here upon the Queen’s death, when consequently all 
my credit was gone, except with the late Primate, who 
had many obligations to me, and on whom I prevailed to 
give that living to Mr. Warburton, and make him surro¬ 
gate, which he lost in a little time. 

Alderman Barber was my old acquaintance. I got him 


1 This recommendation did not, however, secure for Lyon the 

vacate Swift’s recommendation of him to Barber 

a 140), Richardson appears to have written to ask him to pay him a 
visit at his home in the county of Londonderry, and to have also shown 
kindness to Swift’s old curate, Warburton, who was living not far from 
Coleraine i^supra^ vol. iij p* 366^ n. 2), and who died about that time. 

* /.if,, Lindaay. 
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two or three employments when I had credit with the 
Queen's Ministers; but upon her Majesty's death he was 
stripped of them all/ However, joining with Mr. Giimley, 
they both entered into the South Sea scheme, and the 
alderman grew prodigiously rich, but by pursuing too far, 
he lost two-thirds of his gains. However, he bought a 
house with some acres near Richmond, and another in 
London, and kept fifty thousand pounds, which enabled 
him to make a figure in the city/ This is a short history 
of the alderman, who, in spite of his Tory principles, got 
through all the honours of London. I cannot tell whether 
his office of governor of your Society be for his life, or 
only annual; I suppose you can inform me. 

Your invitation Is friendly and generous, and what I 
would be glad to accept, if it were possible; but, Sir, I have 
not an ounce of flesh about me, and cannot ride above a 
dozen miles in a day, without being sore and bruised and 
spent My head is every day more or less disordered by a 
giddiness; yet I ride the strand here constantly when fair 
weather invites me. But if I live till spring next, and have 
any remainder of health, I determine to venture, although 
I have some objections. I do not doubt your good cheer 
and welcome, but you brag too much of the prospects and 
situations. Dare you pretend to vie with the county of 
Armagh, which, excepting its cursed roads, and want of 
downs to ride on, is the best part I have seen of Ireland? 

' The employments mentioned in the Journal to Stella, namely those 
of Printer of the Gazette and Stationer to the Ordnance Department, 
which I3ai'ber shared with Tooke, appear to have only lasted for the 
life of the Tory government, but in addition the reversion of the office 
of King’s printer was given to Barber, which he retained for some years 
after the Hanoverian accession, and ultimately sold for a large sum. 
According to the writer of the “Life and Character of John Barber, 
Esq.," Bolingbroke was the author of his fortunes, and the estimate m 
which Barber himself held Bolingbroke and Swift respectively, may 
be gathered from his bequest to the former of as a mark of 
grautude for favours received, and of ;£aoo to the latter as a ^ken of 
friendship. In the Impartial History of the Life of Mr. John Barber 
an allegation of ingratitude on his part to Swift is made, but no instance 
of it is cited, and these letters go far to prove that it is ungrounded. 

There has been allusion already in one of Swifts letters to 
Vanessa to Barber’s speculation in South Sea stock {supra^ voL in, 
n. 67). His profit is estimated in his “ Life" as £30,000, It has been 
stated that his house at Richmond was the one formerly occupied by 
Sir William Temple, but, as may be suspected from the manner of 
Swift’s reference to it, this was not the case. 

V CC 
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1 own you engage for Ihc roads from hence to your house, 
but where cun I to ride after rainy weather? Here I nave 
always a strand or a turnpike for four or five inues. 
being a bachelor pIcascH mo well, and as to neighlHmr,s, 
conskleriug the race of scjuircs in Irolniul, I had rativer be 
without them. If yon have books in large print, or an 
honest parson with common sense, I ilesirc net more. Inil 
here is an interval of above six months; and in the mean 
time God knows witat wiil become of me, and perhaps of 
tlu! kingdom, for I think we are going to ruin ns fast as it 
is possible. If I have not tired you now. I promise never 
to try )'Our patience so much again. I am, Sir, with true 

esteem, , ,, 

Your most obedient and obliged servant. 

JUN. SWII'T. 

I hear your brother the clergyman is still alive:' I knew 
him in London and Ireland, anti desire you will present 
him with my humble acrvlce. 


MCXLIH. [S/iaUw.] 

Swift to Stu John Stani.fv 

Dalilin, Jo, 

Sirc . 

I HAVH had for aeveral months a strong application 
made me, by a person for whose virtue, honour, and good 
Hiinflc, I liavc a great esteem, to write to you in behalf of 
one of your tciinuts here, whose case I send you enclosed; 
and if he relates it with truth and candour, I expect you 
will comply with his request, because I have known you 
long, ancl have always highly ealeerned umi loved you, as 
you cannot deny. I know you will tliink it hard for me, 
or anyone, to interfere in a business of projicriy, but I very 
well understand the practice of Irish tenants to KngUsli 
landlords, and of those landlords to their tenniils, Yet. i f 
\vhat Mr. Wilding cle.sirc8 la rightly reprcseiUcd, that he 

' /.g., the Kev. John Hichnrcison (xu/ini, |i. 140, n. a). 

* The future hirs. Doinny's imctc, as lins been already inenlionctl 
{fufira, vol. ii, p. 67, 11. a), was connected with Ireland, and owned 
considerable property In Dublin, to wlilcli this letter relates. 





1736 ] JONATHAN SWIFT 387 

has been a great improver, his offers reasonable, his gains 
by no means exorbitant, and his payments regular, you 
neither must nor shall act as an Irish racking squire. I 
have inquired about this tenant, and hear a good account 
of his honesty; and that worthy friend, who recommends 
him to me, durst not deceive me; so I fully reckon that 
you will obey my connmands, or show me strong reasons 
to the contrary, in which case I will break with that friend, 
and drive your tenant out of doors, whenever he presumes 
to open his lips again to me on any occasion, 

I have one advantage by this letter, that it gives me a 
fair occasion of inquiring after your health, and where you 
live, and how you employ your leisure, and what share I 
keep in your good-will. As to myself, years and infirmities 
have sunk my spirits to nothing. My English friends are 
all either dead or in exile, or by a prudent oblivion, have 
utterly dropped me; having loved this present world. And 
as to this country, I am only a favourite of my old friends 
the rabble, and I return their love because I know none else 
who deserve it. May you live long happy and beloved, as 
you have ever been by the best and wisest of mankind; 
and if ever you happen to think of me, remember that 1 
have always been, and shall ever continue, with the truest 
respect and esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient and obliged servant, 

Jon. Swift. 

I know not the present state of your family; but, if there 
be still near you the ladies I had the honour to know, I 
desire to present them with my most humble service. I am 
now at the age of blundering in letters, syllables, words, 
and half-sentences, as you see, and must pardon, 


i 

MCXLIV, lOriginal^'l 

Lady Elizabeth Germain to Swift 

November 1736* 

I AM sorry to be so unlucky in my late errands between 
his Grace and you, and he also is troubled at it, as the 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 
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„cnnn y.ni rccammciul is. iiulml. whut you say. a very 
iwllu' peratui:' but Mr. Mflluy, who was I.tml (i(nir^;r^s 
™i J Utlor hml llH* piomise i.f Hic prcleriuent.' si> 
Eminot tnit liim l*y ulis. I wish I w.rs irustr |,.rt«n;ae m ttiy 
uiirit'rtjtkini!s hut I vei ilv belicvr it is a eoiunuin c.il.uiiily 

In mosi S 

nreveuli'il niilitsiUK h'eiuls. ii«*l «'*“•>’ wiirlhy jieniili. 
S , m rw I a O'urt aiiHNnir. 

ur su.l I am very imsitively avire. he is hcavlily vexed when 
it is net in his jiowcr lu ohiit'c yen. I have been very 
mil uf order, or you shouUl have heard from me ^ 

nm now literally this moment seltmK out for the Hath, h 

adieu! dear Dean. 

ZbA/rm^rf-To the Revd. Ur. Swift, Dean of St. l'atrit:k’.s. 
Dublin, Irclnud. 


MCXLV. 

Mrs. Uarber to Swii'T 

llaih, Novfmkr 3, 

1 SHOUhn loiiK since have ncknowledgad the 
voiir kind letter, but that I found my head ao dUordered 
by writing a little, that I was fearful of fixing 

ao I humbly beseech you to uardort me, nor think me. 
Hi'iurnieful, or in the least insensiole of the infinite niilign- 
K 1 lie under to you. wldch. Heaven knows, arc never 

^'**How'”sUll*Texprc 8 S the sense 1 have of your goodnesa, 
in invUIng me to return to trolancl, and gencroiiHly 
11 ^, jriribulc to support me there? Hut would d f; 
\visp in me not to try to do something for myself rnlhor 
than he burdensame where I am already .so much Indebted? 

r^ n d w.i dien ni 5 Ilm«t Trensiircr of fclirist Church Cnihedraf, 
bm cmly rnioylil ihc prcfermenl for nvear. wliwi his deiUlt look place. 

comliiicm liiul led liim lo write BiiRBesunS her rolurn lo behind. 
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As to the friend who you say, Sir, is in so much better 
circumstances, I should be very unjust, if I did not assure 
you that friend has never failed of being extremely kind 
to me/ 

I find I need not tell you that I am not able to pursue 
the scheme of letting lodgings j your goodness and com¬ 
passion for my unhappy state of health, has made you 
think for me, It is impracticable, but I am desirous to try 
if I can do any good by selling Irish linen, which I find 
is coming much into repute here. In that way, my daughter, 
who is willing to do everything in her power, can be of 
service, but never in the other. 

If I should go from Bath, I have reason to think that 
the remainder of my life would be very miserable, and 
that I should soon lose the use of my limbs for ever, 
since I find nothing but the blessing of God on these 
waters does me any good; beside this, the interest of my 
children is a great inducement to me, for here I have the 
best prospect of keeping up an acquaintance for them. 
My son, who is learning to paint, goes on well, and, it ne 
be in the least approved of, in all probability he may do 
very well at Bath; for I never yet saw a painter that came 
hither, fail of getting more business than he could do, let 
him be ever so indifferent; and I have hopes that Gon 
may settle here.» Dr. Mead;‘ whose goodness to me is very 
great, may be of vast use to him, if he finds, as ^ ^pe jie 
will, that he is worthy of his favour. And if God blesses 
my sons with success, they are so well inclined, that I do 

Swift, from which the frantispiece to Orrery's Remarks ts taken, 
wjiA 6 y6ctit6cl Prose ^Vorks,^^ xii, 55 )* v , u 

‘‘ As has been mentioned (supra^ vol. iv, p. 22, n. 4), her eldest so » 
who had graduated in arts two years before m Dublin University, 
which he had been a scholar, returned to Dublin and became one of 
the leaders of the medical profession; 

Wise Barber can prolong the days of youth, 

By maxims founded on undoubted truth j 
With pharmaceutic art he plainly shows 
How to prepare, preserve, compound and choose 
Drugs and materials medical, that will 

All indications curative fulfil." ^ 

^ The celebrated physician who attended Queen Anne in her last 

illness {supra^ vol. ii, p. 208). 
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not doubt but they would take a pleasure in supporting 
me, if I can make a shift to maintain them and myself till 
then; and I find Mr» Barber is very willing to do what he 
can for them, though his circumstances are far from being 
what you are told they are, not, I fear, half so good. 

But though I cannot hope to be supported by letting 
lodgings, I would willingly take a house a little larger than 
I want for myself, if I could meet with it on reasonable 
terms, that if any particular friend came, they might lodge 
in it, which would make it more agreeable, and if I live 
till my son the painter goes into business, he might be with 
me. As for Con, if he does not choose to settle here, good 
Dr. Helsham, with his usual friendliness, has promised to 
honour him with his protection, if he returns to Ireland* 

I have now, Sir, told you my schemes, and hope they 
will be honoured with your approbation; and encouraged 
by your inexpressible goodness to me, I have at length got 
resolution enough to beg a favour, which, if you, Sir, con¬ 
descend to grant, would make me rich, without impoverish¬ 
ing you. When Dr. King of Oxford was last in Ireland, he 
had the pleasure of seeing your Treatise on Polite Con¬ 
versation, and gave such an account of it in London, as 
made numbers of people very desirous to see it. Lady 
Worsley, who heard of it from Mrs. Cleland," and many more 
of my patronesses pressed me to beg it of you, and 
assured me I might get a great subscription if I had that, 
and a few of your original poems; if you would give me 
leave to publish an advertisement, that you had made me 
a present of them. This they commanded me to tell you, 
above a year ago, and I have had many letters since upon 
that account, but, conscious of the many obligations I 
already lay under, I have thought it a shame to presurne 
farther upon your goodness, but, when I was last in 
London, they made me promise I would mention it the 
next time I wrote to you, and indeed I have attempted it 
many a time since, but never could till now. I humbly 
beseech you. Sir, if you do not think it proper, not to be 
offended with me for asking it j for it was others, that 
of kindness to me, put me upon it. They said you made 
no advantage for yourself, by your writings, and, that since 
you honoured me with your protection, I had all the reason 


^ Supra^ p. 6, n. i. 
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in the world to think it would be a pleasure to you, to see 
me in easy circumstances; that everybody would gladly 
subscribe for anything Dr. Swift wrote; and indeed, Sir, 

I believe in my conscience, it would be the making of 
me. 

There are a great many people of quality here this season; 
among others, Lady Carteret, and Mrs. Spencer,^ who com¬ 
mand me to make their best compliments to you. ^ They 
came on Mrs. Spencer’s account, who is better in her 
health since she drank these waters. I daily see such 
numbers of people mended by them, that I cannot but 
wish you would try them: as you are sensible your dis¬ 
orders are chiefly occasioned by a cold stomach, I believe 
there is not anything in this world so likely to cure that 
disorder as the Bath waters, which are daily found to be a 
sovereign remedy for disorders of that kind. I know, Sir, 
you have no opinion of drugs, and why will you not try 
so agreeable a medicine, prepared by Providence alone? 
If you would not try for your own sake, why will you not, 

I in pity to your country? Oh! may that Being that in- 

• spired you to be its defence in the day of distress, influence 

you to take the best method to preserve a life of so much 
importance to an oppressed people. 

Before I conclude, gratitude obliges me to tell you, that 
Mr. Temple" was here lately, and was exceedingly kind to 
me and my daughters. He made me a present of a hamper 
i of very fine Madeira, which he said was good for the gout, 

^ and distinguished me in the kindest manner. He com¬ 

manded me to make his best compliments to you, and says 
he flatters himself you will visit Moor Park once again. 
Heaven grant you may, and that I may be so blest, as to 
see you, who am, with infinite respect and gratitude, Sir, 
Your most obliged, most dutiful, humble servant, 

I-: Mary Barber. 


^ Su^m, p. 68, n. 2. , ^ i 

2 Swift's old friend, John Temple, Lord Palmerston's younger 

brother {supra^ vol. i, p. 54 )- 
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MCXLVI. {Deane Swift:\ 

William King to Mrs. Whiteway 

Paris, November g, O. S., 1736. 

Madam, 

As soon as ever you cast your eye on the date of this 
letter, you will pronounce me a rambler, and that is a 
charge I will not deny. How I was transported from 
Edinburgh ^ to this place requires more room to inform you 
than my paper will allow me. But I will give you a small 
hint; you know I am a Laplander,“ and consequeiitly I 
have the honour to be well acquainted with some witches 
of distinction. I speak in the phrase of this country; for 
the first man I spoke to in Paris, told me, he had the 
honour to live next door to Mr. Knight’s “ hatter. 

But to our business: I would not have you imagine I forget 
ray friends, or neglect the great affairs I have undertaken. 
The next letter you will receive from me shall be dated 
from London, where I propose to arrive about the 20 th of 
this month. I will then put the little manuscript to the 
press, and oblige the whole English nation.* As to the 
History, the Dean may be assured I will take care to 
supply the dates that are wanting, and which can easily 
be done in an hour or two. The tracts, if he pleases, may 
be printed by way of appendix. This will be indeed less 
trouble than the interweaving them in the body of the 
History, and will do the author as much honour, and 
answer the purpose full as well. 

This is all I need say in answer to that part of your 
letter which is serious ; for I hope you are not in earnest, 
when you throw out such horrible reflections against my 


“ Tte audio^^ of the “ Toast ” was supposed to be a Laplander or 

^ “ The treasurer of the South Sea Company (wyJm, vol. iv, ?■ ” 5 ): 

“ Subsequent correspondence shows, however, that Swift had still 
not parted with the manuscript of the History of the Four Last 
Year^ of the Queen.” It will also be seen that it was intended to print 

with it the “Memoirs relating to that Change m ® ^ 4 ”'L 7 t 

in 1710,” and the “Enquiry into the Behaviour of the Queens Last 

Ministry.” 
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friends in Scotland. Will you believe me, when I tell you 
upon my word, that I was entertained with the greatest 
politeness and delicacy during my short stay in that country? 

I found everything as neat and clean in the houses, where I 
had my quarters, as even you could desire. I cannot indeed 
much commend Edinburgh, and yet the stinks, which are so 
much complained of there, are not more offensive than I 
have found them in every street in this elegant city, which 
the French say is the mistress of the world; Madame tl 
n'y a qu'un Paris, 

As to my own thoughts of this nation, you shall know 
them, when I am out of it, and then I will write to the 
Dean, and give him some account of his old friend my 
Lord Bolingbroke. When the Dean is informed of what 
that gentleman is doing, I am apt to believe it will be a 
motive to induce him to hasten the publication of his 
History." In the mean time, I beg of you to assure him, 
that nothing shall be wanting on my part to execute his 
commissions very faithfully. I am truly sensible ^be 
great obligations 1 owe him, and of the honour he hath 
done me, not in the French sense^ of that word. I 
my humble service to Miss Harrison, and tell Mr. owitt 
I shall be glad of any opportunity to do him a real service. 
At the same time I assure you, with the greatest truth, 
that I am, Madam, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

W. King. 


MCXLVII. {Deane Swift?^ 

The Rev. Thomas Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway 

November 21, 1736. 


Dear Madam 

I RECEIVED the vexatious account of your disappoint¬ 
ment in the nuts and water, which were both in perfection 


' King alludes to the historical writings on which Bolingbroke was 

^^“/Sane Swift. In a note appended by himself, it is stated that 
he was at that time in Ireland, but returned to Oxford m the spring 


following. 
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when they left me/ and for which I will make the carrier 
an example as soon as I can lay hold of him. I do believe 
this same country, wherein I am settled, exceeds the whole 
world in villainy of every kind, and theft. It is not long 
since a pair of millstones were stolen and carried off from 
within two miles of Quilca; the thieves traced and pursued 
as far as Killeshandra, and farther they were never more 
heard of, any more than if they had been dropped into hell. 
I do believe this dexterity may challenge history to match 
it. It has made all our country merry, but the poor miller 
that lost them. 

I sincerely congratulate with you upon the recovery of 
our dear friend the Dean. May he live long to the joy of his 
friends, and the vexation of his enemies. I have been for a 
week past composing an Anglo-Latin letter to him, which 
is not as yet finished. I hope it will make him a visit upon his 
birthday, which I intend to celebrate with some of his own 
money, and some of his own friends here. Three tenants 
have lately run away with thirty pounds of my rent; I have 
by good fortune got one rich honest man in their place, 
who has commenced from September past, and is to pay 
me their arrears the next May; so that I am well off. I 
will gather as fast as I can for the Dean, but indeed he 
must have a little longer indulgence for me. It is very hard 

that the Squire-should keep my money in his pocket, 

when it is nothing out of his. I suppose he intends it shall 
keep him in coals for two or three years; for the devil a one 
he burns, except it be sometimes in his kitchen, and his 
nursery upon a cold day. I have this day written a com¬ 
plaint of him to my scholar-of-, who, I hope, will 

have gratitude enough to do me justice. There never was 
known such a scarcity of money as we have in the North, 
owing to the dismal circumstances of some thousands of 
families preparing to go off, that have turned their leases 
and effects into ready money. Some squires will have their 
whole estates left to themsdves and their dogs. Oh! what 
compassion I have for them. 

I have written a little pretty birthday poern against 
St. Andrew^s Day, which, when corrected, revised, and 
amended, I intend for Faulkner to publish. I do assure 
you, Madam, it is a very pretty thing, although I say it 


^ Supra, p. 379 - 
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that should not say it, and as humorous a thing as_ ever 
you read in your life, and I know th.e whole world will be 
in love with it, as I am with you.* But how the devil came 
you to tell the Dean you are no longer my mistress? I say, 
that you are, and shall be so in spite of the whole world. I 
wish Mrs. Sheridan were dead out of the way. 

Thomas Sheridan. 


MCXLVIII. \peane Swiff\ 

The Rev. William Dunkin to Mrs. Whiteway 

Nove?nber 17 

Madam,^ 

I HAD jproposed vast pleasure to myself, from the hopes 
of celebrating the Dean's birthday with you, but as I have 
been afflicted with a violent headache all day, which is not 
yet abated, I could not safely venture abroad. I have, how¬ 
ever, as in annual duty bound, attempted to write some 
lines on the occasion; not indeed with that accuracy the 
subject deserved, being the crudities of last nights lucuma- 
tions, to which I attribute the indisposition of my pate, but 
if they should in any measure merit your approbation, 1 
shall rejoice in my pain.® One comfort, however, I 
by absenting myself from your solemnity, that I shall n^ 
undergo a second mortification, by hearing my own stuti. 
Be pleased to render my most dutiful respects agreeable to 
the Dean, and pardon this trouble from, Madam, 

Your most obliged, most obedient servant, 

W. Dunkin. 

Sheridan’s poem is probably the one printed in the “Poetical 
Works,” ii, 391: 

“ To you my true and faithful friend, 

These tributary lines I send. 

Which every year, thou best of Deans, 

I’ll pay as long as life remains.” 

= Dunkin appears to have had an acquaintance with Mrs. White¬ 
way independent of Swift, whose knowledge of him was still only 

^^'^'^^i^Mday^ias^being the anniversary of the birA of the Revd. 
Dr Swift D.S.P.D.,” says “ Pue’s Occurrences of 4 December, 1730, 
“when he entered into Ae seventieth year of his 'J?® 

observed with the utmost rejoicings in many parts of this city, in tne 
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MCXLIX. {Elwin}^ 

Swift to Alexander Pope 

Dublin, December 2, 1736. 

Dear Sir, 

1 THINK you owe me a letter, but whether you do or 
not, I have not been in a condition to write. Years and 
infirmities have quite broke me; I mean that odious con¬ 
tinual disorder in my head. I neither read, nor write, nor 
remember, nor converse. All I have left is to walk and 
ride. The first I can do tolerably; but the latter, for want 
of good weather at this season, is seldom in my power, and 
having not an ounce of flesh about me, my skin comes off 
in ten miles riding, because my skin and bone cannot agree 
together. But I am angry, because you will not suppose 
me as sick as I am, and write to me out of perfect charity, 
although I should not be able to answer. I have too many 
vexations by my station and the impertinence of people, to 
be able to bear the mortification of not hearing from a very 
few distant friends that are left, and, considering how time 
and fortune have ordered matters, I have hardly one friend 
left but yourself. What Horace says, singula de nobis anni 
praedantur^ I feel every month at farthest, and by this com¬ 
putation, if I hold out two years, I shall think it a miracle. 
My comfort is, you begun to distinguish so confounded 
early, that your acquaintance with distinguished men of 
all kinds was almost as ancient as mine. I mean Wycherly, 
Rowe, Prior, Congreve, Addison, Parnell, etc., and in spite 
of your heart, you have owned me a contemporary, not 
to mention Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, Harcourt, Peter¬ 
borough. In short, I was the other day recollecting twenty- 
seven great Ministers, or men of wit and learning, who are 
all dead, and all of my acquaintance, within twenty years 
past;^ neither have I the grace to be sorry, that the 

morning several persons of distinction paid their compliments to the 
Dean upon the happy occasion. In the evening there were bonfires, 
illuminations, firing of guns, etc. Many loyal healths were drank: 
Long Life to the Drapier, Prosperity to poor Ireland, and to the Liberty 
of the Press. Several congratulatory poems were sent to the Dean 
upon the occasion.^^ 

^ By permission of Mr. John Murray, Supra, vol. iii, p. 148, n. i. 

2 See Appendix XVII. 
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oresent times are drawn to the dregs, as well as iny own 
fife May my friends be happy in this and a better life, ^ut 
I value not what becomes of posterity, when I conside 
from what monsters they are to spring. 

My Lord Orrery writes to He 

send this under his cover, or at least j tlie 

has three thousand pounds a year about 
Lighbourhood,and has more than ou^ 

This is our condition in these blessed time^^ Y 

Lighbour ^ about a month ago, and ^cnbed my name^ I 
fear he has not received my letter, and w^h you would ask 
him- but perhaps he is still a rambling, for we hear of ““ 
at Newmafket, Ld that Boerhaave has ^^^d hi^ 

Can you put me out of pain concerning Lord Bolingbroke, 

I meaf partly as to his health, for he has been so long a 
squanderer of both that I lament him more than I do “y 
self who never enjoy a healthy hour? - I hope you some- 
Lrd ind Lady Oxford. I love them dearly 

but we seldom correspond of late, SeTm » 

to sav to each other, and it is enough when I desire y 
oresent my humble service and all good wishes to them , 
fnd theXchess their daughter. How iny services are 
lessened of late with the number of my friends on yo 
side Ye? my Lord Bathurst and Lord Masham and 

Mr. Lewis remain, and being your chiefly 

when you see them to deliver my compliments, But chiefly 

to Mrs. Patty Blount, and let me know 
vnunp* and agreeable as when I saw her last? Hav y 
lot a^supply of new friends to make up for tiiose who are 
Ifne af d are they equal to the first? I am afraid it is with 
friends as with times, and that the laudator Umpons (kU se 
?«lfris equally app icable to both. I am less grieved for 
{^17; here becauf? it is a perfect retirement, and conse- 
auendv fittest for those who are grown good for Clothing, 
for this town and kingdom are as much out of the world as 

” My SO ill that I cannot write a Papet fuU « > 

used to do, and yet I will not forgive a blank of "alf an 

inch from you. I had reason to ^°?J[oraUty' 

letters, that we were to hope for more Epistles of Morality, 

Swift hKparently forgotten Pope’s reply in August {.supra, 
p- 374 )- 
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and I assure you, my acquaintance resent that they have 
not seen my name at the head of one. The subject of such 
Epistles are more useful to the public, by your manner of 
handling them, than any of all your writings; and although 
in so profligate a world as ours they may possibly not much 
mend our manners, yet posterity will enjoy the benefit, 
whenever a Court happens to have the least relish for virtue 
a.nd religion. Pray God long preserve my dearest friend in 
life and health and happiness, or rather you may say with 
Horace, det vitain^ det opes^ anhnam mihi ipse pardbo. I 
am, etc. 


MCL. \priginal}-’\ 

Lord Castle-Durrow to Swift 

Castle Durrow,^ December 4, 1736. 

SlR,^ 

It is now a month since you favoured me with your 
letter. I fear the trouble of another from me may persuade 
you to excuse my acknowledgement of it, but I am too 
sensible of the honour you do me, to suffer a correspond¬ 
ence to drop, which I know some of the greatest men in 
this age have gloried in. How then must my heart be 
elated! The fly on the chariot wheel is too trite a quota¬ 
tion: I shall rather compare myself to a worm enlivened 
by the sun, and crawling before it. I imagine there is a 
tinge of vanity in the meanest insect, and who knows but 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ Writing in 1732 John Loveday says (“Tour,” p. 46): ‘'Colonel 
FlowePs seat at Durrow was built in 1716 on arches; it is a large and 
elegant building of a white stone, the offices answering regularly to the 
right and left. It stands on a high ground; the walks in the woods 
are very much admired. The rooms are not large nor is there a grand 
staircase; indeed it is not all finished. There are pictures of the 
present Lox'd Lieutenant, the Duke of Dorset, and his Duchess, who 
were entertained here by Flower. He, according to the general affected 
custom of the country, is called colonel, because he has the title in the 
militia.” A year later Loveday adds a note mentioning three other 
pictures, portraits of Cromwell and the first Duke of Ormond, and a 
very fine Spanish painting of the Virgin. 

^ As appears from this letter Swift had reopened correspondence 
with Lord Castle-Durrow {stipra^^ p. 62) on learning that he bad called 
on him and been refused admission by his servant. 
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even this reptile may pride itself in its curls and twists 
before its benefactor? This is more than the greatest philo¬ 
sopher can determine. Guesses are the privilege of the 
ignorant, our undoubted right, and what you can never lay 
claim to. 

I am quite angry with your servant, for not acquainting 
you I was at your door, I greatly commend both your 
economy and the company you admit at your table. I am 
told your wine is excellent. The additional groat is, I hope, 
for suet to your pudding. I fancy I am as old an acquaint¬ 
ance as most you have in this kingdom, though it is not 
my happiness to be so qualified as to merit that intimacy 
you profess for a few. It is now to little purpose to repine; 
though it grieves me to think I was a favourite of Dean 
Aldrich, the greatest man that ever presided in that high 
post,^ that over Virgil and Horace, Rag and Philips^ 
smoked many a pipe, and drank many a quart with me, 
beside the expense of a bushel of nuts, and that now I am 
scarce able to relish their beauties. I know it is death to 
you to see either of them mangled, but a scrap of paper I 
design to enclose, will convince you of the truth. It was in 
joke to an old woman of seventy, who takes the last line 
so heinously, that, thanks to my stars, she hates me in 
earnest. So I devote myself to ladies of fewer years, and 
more discretion. 

This, and some other innocent amusements, I devote 
myself to in my retirement Once, indeed, in two years I 
appear in the anus of the world, our metropolis. His Grace, 
my old acquaintance,® told me, I began to contract a strange 
old-fashioned rust, and advised me to burst out of my 
solitude, and refit myself for the public; but my own notion 
,, of the world, for some time past, is so confirmed by the 

sanction of your opinion of it, that I resolve this same rust 
shall be as dear to me, as that which so enhanced the value 
; of poor Dr. Woodward's shield, though it gave such 

i offence to his cleanly maid, that she polished it to none 

^ at all." 

i ^ Lord Castle-D arrow had entered Christ Church, Oxford, under 

I the beneficent rule of Aldrich {supra^ p. 165, n. 2) in 1701. He was 

] then only fifteen years of age. 

1 ^ Edmund Smith, the author of “ Phaedra,” and John Philips, the 

j author of the “ Splendid Shilling.” 

j ^ the Duke of Dorset. 

I ^ See “ Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus,” chap. iii. 
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I shall appear very inconsistent with myself in now tell¬ 
ing you, that I still design the latter end of next month 
for England. You allow I have some pretence to go there. 
My progress with my son will be farther; for which, per¬ 
haps, you too will condemn me, as well as other friends do. 
I shall be proud of the honour of your commands, and, with 
your leave, will wait upon you for them. I design to send 
you a pot of woodcocks for a Christmas-box; small as the 
present is, pray believe I am, with sincere respect, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Castle-Durrow. 

I hope you are as well as the news says. A propos, can 
you agree with me, that the little operator of mine, whom 
you saw lately at his Grace of Dublin^s, has a resemblance 
of your friend Mr. Pope? 

Enclosure — 

Lsetitia’s Character of her Lover rendered in metre. 

Old women sometimes can raise his desire; 

The young, in their turn, set his heart all on fire. 

And sometimes again he abhors womankind. 

Was ever poor wretch of so fickle a mind! 

Lover's Answer. 

Parcius junctas quatiunt fenestras 
Ictibus crebris juvenes protervi; 

Nec tibi somnos adimunt: amatque 
Janua limen. (Hor. i, Od. xxv.) 

No more shall frolic youth advance 
In serenade, and am’rous dance; 

Redoubling strokes no more shall beat 
Against thy window and thy gate; 

In idle sleep now lie secure, 

And never be unbarr’d thy door. 


MCLI. \Deane Swiftl\ 

William King to Swift 


Sir, 


'Lon&oxiy December 1736. 


I ARRIVED here yesterday, and I am now ready to obey 
your commands. I hope you are come to a positive resolu- 
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tion concerning the History.^ You need not hesitate about 
the dates, or the references which are to be made to any 
public papers; for I can supply them without the least 
trouble. As well as I remember, there is but one of those 
public pieces which you determined should be inserted at 
length, I mean Sir Thomas Hanmer’s Representation;^ this I 
have now by me. If you incline to publish the two tracts 
as an appendix to the History, you will be pleased to see 
if the character given of the Earl of Oxford in the pamphlet 
of 1715 agrees with the character given of the same person 
in the History.^ Perhaps on a review you may think proper 
to leave one of them quite out You have, I think, barely 
mentioned the attempt of Guiscard,* and the quarrel between 
Rechteren and Mesnager.“ But as these are facts which are 
probably now forgot or unknown, it would not be amiss if 
they were related at large in the notes, which may be done 
from the Gazettes, or any other newspapers of those times. 
This is all I have to offer to your consideration, and you 
see here are no objections which ought to retard the pub¬ 
lication of this valuable work one moment. I will only now 
add, that if you intend this History should be published 
from the original manuscript, it must be done while you 
are living,® and if you continue in the same mind to intrust 
me with the execution of your orders, I will perform them 
faithfully. This I would do, although I did not owe you a 
thousand obligations, which I shall ever acknowledge. I 
am, with the greatest truth, Sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

W. King. 


^ Supra^ p. 392. 

^ “The Representation of the State of the Nation” which Hanmer 
drafted in the spring of 1712 with Swift’s assistance {supra^ vol. i, 
p, 322, n. 2). 

^ The earlier character, that in the “ History of the Four Last Years 
of the Queen,” is less critical than the later one in the “ Enquiry into 
the Behaviour of the Queen’s Last Ministry,” or the pamphlet of 1715 
as King calls it (“ Prose Works,” x, 93; v, 431). 

^ It is dismissed as not pertinent to the History x, 97). 

® This “idle quarrel” has been mentioned as causing a delay in 
the negotiations for Peace istipra^ vol. ii, p. 3). It originated in a 
charge that Mesnager’s footmen made “grimaces or indecent gesticu¬ 
lations ” at Rechteren’s servants. 

® Presumably alterations and additions had created a difficulty in 
deciphering the manuscript. 


V 


DD 
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[173^ 


MCLIL [Scott] 

Swift to John Barber 

Dublin, December 1736. 

My Dear Old Friend, 

I AM glad of any occasion to write to you, and therefore 
business will be my excuse.^ I had lately a letter froin Mrs. 
Warburton, the widow of him for whom I got a living in 
those parts where your Society's estate lies.^ The substance 
of her request is a public affair, wherein you and 1 shall 
agree; for neither of us are changed in point of principles. 
Mr. John Williams, your Society’s overseer, is worried 
by a set of people in one part of your estate, which is 
called Salter’s Proportion, because he opposed the building 
of a fanatic meeting-house in that place. This crew of Dis¬ 
senters are so enraged at this refusal, that they have in¬ 
censed Sir Thomas Webster,® the landlord—I suppose 
under you—of that estate, against him, and are doing all in 
their power to get him discharged from your service. Mr, 
Warburton was his great friend. By what I understand, 
those factious people presume to take your timber at 
pleasure, contrary to your Society’s instructions, wherein 
Mr. Williams constantly opposes them to the utmost of his 
power, and that is one great cause of their malice. Long 
may you live a bridle to the insolence of Dissenters, who, 
with their pupils the atheists, are now wholly employed in 
ruining the Church, and have entered into public associa¬ 
tions subscribed and handed about publicly for that 
purpose. 

I wish you were forced to come over hither, because I 
am confident the journey and voyage would be good for 
your health, but my ill-health and age have made it im¬ 
possible for me to go over to you, I have often let you 
know that I have a good warm apartment for you, and I 
scorn to add any professions of your being welcome in 
summer or winter, or both. Pray God bless you, and grant 
that you may live as long as you desire, and be ever happy 
hereafter. Is our friend Bolingbroke well.^ He is older than 

^ More than a year had elapsed since Swift had written to him 
{sttjtra, p. 225). 

Suprcc, p. 384. 3 owner of Waltham in Essex. 
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either of us; but I am chiefly concerned about his fortune, 
for some time ago a friend of us both writ to me, that he 
wished his Lordship had listened a little to my thrifty 
lectures, instead of only laughing at them 7 I am ever, with 
the truest affection, dear Mr. Alderman, 

Your most hearty friend and obedient humble servant, 

Jon. Swift. 

This letter, I suppose, will reach you, although I have 
forgot your street and part of the town. 


MCLIII. \Priginal?''\ 

William Pulteney to Swift 

London, December 21, 1736. 

Sir, 

I WAS at the Bath when I had the favour of your letter of 
the 6th of last month. I remember I once wrote to you 
from thence, which letter, I fancy, you never received,^ and 
I resolved not to hazard another by the cross-post, but 
stay till my return to London, to thank you for your kind 
remembrance of me. I am now, God be thanked, tolerably 
well in health again, and have done with all physic and 
water drinking. My constitution must certainly be a 
pretty good one; for it has resisted the attacks of five 
eminent physicians for five months together, and I am not 
a jot the worse for any of them. For the future I will pre¬ 
serve myself by your advice, and follow your rules of rising 
early, eating little, drinking less, and riding daily. I hope 
this regimen will be long of use to both of us, and that we 
may live to meet again. 

I am exceedingly rejoiced at Mr. Stopford's good suc¬ 
cess, and have acknowledged my obligation to the Duke of 
Dorset, who I dare say will in time do more for him, be¬ 
cause he has promised it.'^ My first desire to serve him was 

^ /.<?., Pulteney (su^fira^ p. 282). 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ Pulteney alludes no doubt to his letter of 22 November, 1735 
{supra^ p. 279), of which Swift had apparently not acknowledged 
receipt. 

Stopford had been appointed Archdeacon of Killaloe in the pre¬ 
vious summer. 
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solely because I knew you esteemed him. I was confident 
he must be a deserving man, since John Gay assured me 
he was a very particular friend of yours. I afterward, upon 
farther acquaintance, grew to love him for his own sake, 
and the merit I found in him. Men of his worth and char¬ 
acter do an honour to those who recommend them. There is 
a sentence, I think it is in Tully^s Offices, which I admire 
extremely, and should be tempted to take it for a motto, if 
ever I took one, amicis prodesse, nemini nocere. It is a 
noble sentiment, and shall be my rule, though perhaps never 
my motto. I fancy there is no other foundation for naming 
so many successors to the Duke of Dorset, than because he 
has served, as they call it, his time out. I am inclined to 
believe he will go once more among you, and the rather 
since I am told he gave great satisfaction the last time he 
was with you. Lord Essex will hardly be the person to 
succeed him, though I should be glad he was, since I flat¬ 
ter myself he would be willing, on many occasions, to show 
some regard to my recommendations.’- I have lately seen a 
gentleman who is come from France, who assures me, that 
the person you inquire after,“ and to whom you gave so 
many lectures of frugality, is in perfect health, and lives in 
great plenty and affluence. I own I doubt it; but, if it be 
true, I am sure it cannot last long, unless an old gentle¬ 
man^ would please to die, who seems at present not to 
have the least inclination toward it, though near ninety 
years old. I verily think he is more likely to marry again 
than die. 

Pope showed me a letter he had lately from you. We 
grieved extremely to find you so full of complaints, and -we 
wished heartily you might be well enough to make a trip 
here in spring. Shifting the scene was of great service to 
me; perhaps it may be so to you. I mended from the 
moment I had crossed the seas, and sensibly felt the bene¬ 
fit of changing air. His Majesty is still on the other side. 
He has escaped being at sea in the tempestuous weather 
we have had; but when the wind will let him come, God 
knows. Lord Chesterfield says, if he does not come by 

’ William, third Earl of Essex, the Duchess of Queensberry’s 
brother-in-law, with whom Pulteney and Gay had stayed together 
{suprtx^ "vol. iv, p. 15, n. 4)* had been ambassador at Turin. 

I.e., Bolingbroke. - _ 

® Bolingbroke’s father. Viscount St. John. Supra, p. 396. 
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Twelfth Day, the people will choose King and Queen with- 
out him. I must tell you a ridiculous incident, perhaps you 
have not heard it. One Mrs. Mapp, a famous she bone- 
setter and mountebank, coming to town in a coach and six 
horses, on the Kentish road was met by a rabble of people, 
who seeing her very oddly and tawdrily dressed, took her 
for a foreigner, and concluded she must be a certain great 
person's mistress. Upon this they followed the coach, 
bawling out, “No Hanover whore! no Hanover whore!” 
The lady within the coach was much oifended, let down the 
glass, and screamed louder than any of them, she was no 
Hanover whore; she was an English one. Upon which 
they cried out, “ God bless your Ladyship,” quitted the pur¬ 
suit, and wished her a good journey. 

I hope to be able to attend the House next session, but 
not with such assiduity as I have formerly done. Why 
should I risk the doing myself any harm, when I know 
how vain it is to expect to do any good? You that have 
been a long time out of this country, can have no notion 
how wicked and corrupt we are grown. Were I to tell you 
of half the rogueries come to my knowledge, you would be 
astonished, and yet I dare say I do not know of half that 
are practised in one little spot of ground only; you may 
easily guess where I mean. 

I will make your compliments to Lord Carteret, when 
he comes to town. I am sure he will be pleased with your 
kind mention of him; and if you will now and then let me 
hear from you, I shall look on the continuance of your 
correspondence as a very particular honour; for I assure 
you, that I am, with the greatest truth and esteem, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

William Pulteney, 

MCLIV. {Notes and Queries}-] 

Swift to Lord Castle-Durrow 

D\xhXmy December 2^^ 

My Lord, 

Your last letter* hath lain by me about a fortnight un¬ 
acknowledged, partly by the want of health and lowness of 

^ Second Series, vi, 367. It was contributed by the sixth Baron 
Monson, father of Viscount Oxenbridge. 

^ Stfpra^ p, 398. 



4o6 


CORRESPONDENCE OF [1736 

spirits, and chiefly by want of time not taken up in business, 
but lost in the teasings of insignificant people who worry me 
with trifles. I often reflect on my present life as the exact 
burlesque of my middle age, which passed among Minis¬ 
ters that you and your party since call the worst of times. 
I am now acting the same things in miniature, but in a 
higher station as first Minister, nay sometimes as a Prince, 
in which last quality my housekeeper, a grave elderly 
woman, is called at home and in the neighbourhood Sir 
Robert.^ My butler is secretary, and has no other defect 
for that office but that he cannot write; yet that is not 
singular, for I have known three Secretaries of State upon 
the same level, and who were too old to mend, which mine 
is not. My realm extends a hundred and twenty houses, 
whose inhabitants constitute the bulk of my subjects; my 
grand jury is my House of Commons, and my Chapter the 
House of Lords. I must proceed no further, because my 
arts of governing are secrets of state. 

Your Lordship owes all this to the beginning of your 
letter, which abounded with so many unmerited compli¬ 
ments that I was puffed up like a bladder, but at the first 
touching with a pin's point, it shrivelled like myself almost 
to nothing. The long absence from my friends in England, 
whom I shall never see again, hath made most of them as 
well as myself drop our correspondence. Besides, what is 
worse, many of them are dead, others in exile, and the rest 
have prudently changed their sentiments both of the times 
and of me. 

My secretary above-mentioned is a true Irish blockhead, 
and, what is worse, a blockhead with a bad memory; for I 
suppose it was with him you left your message, which he 
never delivered. However, I wanted no proofs of your 
Lordship's great civilities. As to my economy, I cannot 
call myself a housekeeper. My servants are at board- 
wages. However I dine almost constantly at home, be¬ 
cause, literally speaking, I know not above one family in 
this whole town where I can go for a dinner. The old hos¬ 
pitality is quite extinguished by poverty and the oppres¬ 
sions of England. When I would have a friend eat with 
me, I direct him in general to send in the morning and en- 

^ Mrs. Ridgeway had evidently inherited Mrs. Brent’s title as well 
as place. 
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quire whether I dine at home, and alone; I add a fowl to 
my commons, and something else if the company be more, 
but I never mingle strangers, nor multiply dishes. I give a 
reasonable price for my wine; higher my ill-paid, sunk 
rents will not reach. I am seldom without eight or nine 
hogsheads. And as to the rest, if your Lordship will do me 
that honour when you come to town, you must submit to 
the same method. Only perhaps I will order the butler to 
see whether, by chance, he can find out an odd bottle of a 
particular choice wine which is all spent, although there 
may be a dozen or two remaining; but they are like Court 
secrets, kept in the dark. As to puddings, my Lord, I am 
not only the best, but the sole perfect maker of them in 
this kingdom; they are universally known and esteemed 
under the name of the Deanery puddings; suet and plumbs 
are three-fourths of the ingredients. I had them from my 
** aunt Giffard,”^ who preserved the succession from the 
time of Sir W. Temple. 

You are perfectly right that for a young man you are 
my oldest acquaintance here; for when, upon the Queen's 
death, I came to my banishment I hardly knew two faces 
in the nation; but I lost you long before, for you grew a 
fine gentleman of the town (London), went through all the 
forms, married, sometimes came to Ireland, settled, broke 
up house, went back, and are now as unfixed as ever. 
However, I find you have not neglected your book like 
most of your sort I suppose in your neighbourhood, of 
whom you are grown weary, as I should be in your case; 
but I am not certain whether you are a member of the 
biennial College Green Club,^ which is all the title I give 
them to your old friend the Duke,^ and yet I know one of 
the members who, confessing himself partial, declares there 
are thirty-five among them who can read and write. As to 
the Duke himself, although I knew him from his boyhood, 
and several of his near relations, I never could obtain any 
the most reasonable requests from him, nor any more than 
common civilities, although I desired nothing [for a] friend 
or two, but what would have redounded to his honour [and 
the] satisfaction of his best friends, as well as without 

’ The relationship which Lady GifFard bore to Lord Castle-Durrow 
as a sister of his grandfather, Sir John Temple {supra^ vol. iv, p. 66 , 
n. i). 

® /.<?., the Irish Parliament. 


® Of Dorset. 
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any party end. He hath this to say that he was steady 
from his youth to the same side, and I own him to be as 
easy and agreeable in conversation as ever I knew, but 
a governor of this kingdom never is a freeman; however, 
I deserve better from him, because in the Queen’s time I 
spent a great part of my credit in preserving your people 
from losing their employments. But I shall trouble his 
(jrrace no more, and it is time to give you a release. I 
know not whether it is franking season, and therefore 
1 will avoid the ceremony of an envelope to save expense. 

.1, 1 °*' your son to England, 

which hath been chiefly your home as it was many years 
mine and might still be so had the late Queen lived two 
mcmths longer. _ I am, with very great esteem. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant, 

J. Swift. 

I heartily give you all the compliments and wishes of 
tne season. 


A<Mressed~To the Right Honourable the Lord Castle- 
Lurrow at Castle Durrow in the county of Kilkenny. 


MCLV. [Elwin.] 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

Deceinber 30, 1736. 

Your very kind letter' has made me more melancholy 
than almost anything in this world now can do: for I can 
bear everything in it, bad as it is, better than the complaints 
u others tell me you are in pretty good 

health, and in pod spirits, I find the contrary when you 
open your mind to me, and indeed it is but a prudent part 
to seem not so concerned about others, nor so crazy our¬ 
selves as we really are, for we shall neither be beloved nor 
more, by our common acquaintance, for any 
affliction or any infirmity. But to our true friend we may 
we niust complain, of what, it is a thousand to one he 
complains with us; for if we have known him long, he is 

^ Stipra^ p. 396. 
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old, and if he has known the world long, he is out of 
hiOTOur at it. If you have but as much more health than 
others at your age, as you have more wit and good temper, 
you shall not have much of my pity; but if ever you live 
to have less, you shall not have less of my affection. A 
whole people will rejoice at every year that shall be added 
to you, of which you have had a late instance in the public 
rejoicing's on your birthday/ I can assure you, something 
better and greater than high birth and quality, must go 
toward acquiring those demonstrations of public esteem 
and love,^ I have seen a royal birthday uncelebrated, but 
by one vile ode, and one hired bonfire. Whatever years 
may take away from you, they will not take away the 
general esteem, for your sense, virtue, and charity. 

The most melancholy effect of years is that you mention, 
the catalogue of those we loved and have lost, perpetually 
increasing. How much that reflection struck me, you will 
see from the motto I have prefixed to my book of letters, 
which, so much against my inclination, has been drawn 
from me." It is from Catullus, 

Quo desiclerio yeteres revocamus amores, 

Atque oliin amissas femus aniicitias 1 

I detain this letter till I can find some safe conveyance; 
innocent as it is, and as all letters of mine must be, of 
anything to offend my superiors, except the reverence I 
bear to true merit and virtue. But I have much reason to 
fear, those which you have too partially kept in your 
hands, will get out in some very disagreeable shape, in 
case of our mortality, and the more reason to fear it, since 
this last month Curll has obtained from Ireland two letters 
one of Lord Bolingbroke, and one of mine, to you, which 
we wrote in the year 1723—and he has printed them, to 
the best of my memory, rightly, except one passage con¬ 
cerning Dawley, which must have been since inserted, 
since my Lord had not that place at that time," Your 

' p. 395 , n- 3 ‘ 

By the publication of CurlPs volumes {supra, p. 186,11, i), the inac¬ 
curacies of which Pope represented himself as oblig’ed to correct, 

• 96, 4 * 

• It has been suggested, however, that copies of these letters {supra, 
vol. Ill, pp, 167, 170) may have been conveyed to Curll by Pope him¬ 
self as part of the plot to regain possession of his letters to Swift. In 
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answer to that letter he has not got; it has never been out 
of my custody; for whatever is lent is lost, wit as well as 
money, to these needy poetical readers. The world will 
certainly be the better for his ^ change of life. He seems, in 
the whole turn of his letters, to be a settled and principled 
philosopher, thanking fortune for the tranquillity he has 
been led into by her aversion, like a man driven by a 
violent wind, from the sea into a calm harbour. 

You ask me if I have got any supply of new friends to 
make up for those that are gone. I think that impossible; 
for not our friends only, but so much of ourselves is gone 
by the mere flux and course of years, that were the same 
friends to be restored to us, we could not be restored to 
ourselves, to enjoy them. But as when the continual wash¬ 
ing of a river takes away our flowers and plants, it throws 
weeds and sedges in their room, so the course of time 
brings us something, as it deprives us of a great deal; and 
instead of leaving us what we cultivated, and expected to 
flourish and adorn us, gives us only what is of some little 
use by accident. Thus I have acquired, without my seeking, 
a few chance acquaintance of young men, who look rather 
to the past age than the present, and therefore the future 
may have some hopes of them. If I love them, it is because 
they honour some of those whom I, and the world, have 
lost, or are losing. Two or three of them have distinguished 
themselves in Parliament, and you will own in a very un¬ 
common manner, when I tell you it is by their asserting of 
independency, and contempt of corruption.^ One or two 
are linked to me by their love of the same studies and the 
same authors; but I will own to you my moral capacity 
has got so much the better of my poetical, that I have few 
acquaintance on the latter score, and none without a cast¬ 
ing weight on the former. 

^ But I find my heart hardened and blunt to new impres¬ 
sions, it will scarce receive or retain affections of yester- 

the note upon their correspondence {supra^ p. i, n. i) which will be 
inserted in the last volume, I propose to discuss the question more 
fully than is^ here possible. The mention of Dawley occurs in a foot¬ 
note to Bolingbroke’s ironical allusion to London, as a quiet place. 
Not unnaturally Curll treated the remark seriously, and thought it 
must refer to Dawley, the only country residence Bolingbroke owned 
in England after the Hanoverian accession. 

^ Bolingbroke’s. 

" the Boy Patriots {supra^ p. 316, n. i). 
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day; and those friends who have been dead these twenty 
years, are more present to me now, than these I see daily. 
You, dear Sir, are one of the former sort to me, in all 
respects, but that we can, yet, correspond together. I do 
not know whether it is not more vexatious to know we are 
both in one world, without any further intercourse. Adieu. 

I can say no more, I feel so much: let me drop into 
common things. Lord Masham has just married his son.’- 
Mr. Lewis has just buried his wife.^ Lord Oxford wept over 
your letter in pure kindness. Mrs. Blount sighs more for 
you than for the loss of youth. She says she will be agree¬ 
able many years hence, for she has learned that secret from 
some receipts of your writing. Adieu. 


MCLVI. lOriginal^-l 


Lord Castle-Durrow to Swift 


Sir, 


Castle January ii, 1736-7. 


I RECEIVED the honour of your letter^ with that pleasure 
which they have always given me. If I have deferred ac¬ 
knowledging longer than usual, I should not be at a loss to 
make an excuse, if I could be so vain as to imagine you 
required any. Virtue forbids us to continue in debt, and 
gratitude obliges us at least to own favours too large for 
us to repay; therefore I must write rather than reproach 
myself, and blush at having neglected it when I wait upon 
you; though you may retort, blushes should proceed rather 
from the pen than from silence, which pleads a modest 
diffidence, that often obtains pardon. 

I am delighted with the sketch of your imperium^ and 
beg I may be presented to your first minister, Sir Robert. 
Your puddings I have been acquainted with these forty 
years; they are the best sweet-thing I ever eat The economy 
of your table is delicious; a little and perfectly good, is the 
greatest treat, and that elegance in sorting company puts 


^ The second Lord Masham had married on 16 October Harriet, 
daughter of Salway Winnington of Stanford Court, Worcestershire. 

* On 25 November in Westminster Abbey. 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

^ Supra^ P* 405* 
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me in mind of Corelirs orchestra, in forming which he ex¬ 
celled mankind.’’ In this respect no man ever judged worse 
than Lord Chancellor Midleton; his table the neatest 
served of any I have seen in Dublin, which, to be sure, was 
entirely owing to his lady.^ You really surprise me, in say¬ 
ing you know not where to get a dinner in the whole town. 
Dublin is famous for vanity this way, and I think the 
mistaken luxury of some of our grandees, and feasting 
those who come to laugh at us from the other side of the 
water, have done us as much prejudice as most of our 
follies. 

Not any Lord Lieutenant has done us more honour in 
magnificence, than our present viceroy.^ He is an old inti¬ 
mate of my youth, and has always distinguished me with 
affection and friendship. I trust mine are no less sincere 
for him. I have joy in hearing his virtues celebrated. I 
wish that he had gratified you in your request. Those he 
has done most for,^ I dare affirm, love him least. It is pity 
there is any alloy in so beneficent a temper; but if a friend 
can be viewed with an impartial eye, faults he has none; 
and if any failings, they are ^ grafted in a pusillanimity 
which sinks him into complaisance for men who neither 
love nor esteem him, and has prevented him buoying up 
against their impotent threats, in raising his friends. He is 
a most amiable man, has many good qualities, and wants 
but one more to make him really a great man. 

If you have any commands to England for so insignifi¬ 
cant a fellow as I am, pray prepare them against the be¬ 
ginning of next month. At my arrival in town, I shall send 
a message in form for audience; but I beg to see you in 


' It is probable from this reference that Lord Castle-Durrow had 
made as a young man the grande tour. Corelli, who died in I7n, had 
never left Italy. 

- Lord Midleton was married three times. Lord Castle-Durrow is 
alluding to his third wife, who was a daughter of Sir John Trevor, the 
Speaker of King William’s first Parliament, and who had been pre- 
viously married to^ an ancestor of the Marquess of Downshire. 

roughout his viceroyalty the Duke of Dorset’s entertainments 
continued to be as splendid as the one with which he had inaugurated 

hlrtfrlf" celebration of the^ing’s 

birthday Dorset had added a performance at the theatre to the cus 
toma^ ball, the castle blazed with wax tapers at every window, and 

for guests and in the courtyard for 
the populace ( St. James’s Evening Post,” 6-8 November, 1736). 
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your private capacity, not in your princely authority, for, 
as both your ministry and senate are full, and that I can¬ 
not hope to be employed in either, I fear your revenue is 
too small to grant me a pension. And as I am not fit for 
business, perhaps you will not allow me a fit object for 
one, which charity only prompts you to bestow. Thus, 
without any view of your Highness’s favour, I am inde¬ 
pendent, and with sincere esteem, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Castle-Durrow. 


MCLVIL 

Swift to Lady Elizabeth Germain 

January 29, 1736-7- 

Madam/ 

I OWE your Ladyship the acknowledgement of a letter 
I have long received, relating to a request I made my Lord 
Duke. I now dismiss you, Madam, for ever from your office 
of being a go-between upon any affair I might have with 
his Grace. I will never more trouble him, either with my 
visits or application. His business in this kingdom is to 
make himself easy; his lessons are all prescribed him from 
Court, and he is sure, at a very cheap rate, to have a 
majority of most corrupt slaves and idiots at his devotion. 
The happiness of this kingdom is of no more consequence 
to him, than it would be to the great Mogul; while the 
very few honest or moderate men of the Whig party, lament 
the choice he makes of persons for civil employments, or 
Church preferments. 

^ I will now repeat, for the last time, that I never made 
him a request out of any views of my own ; but entirely 
consulting his own honour, and the desires of all good men, 
who were as loyal as his Grace could wish, and had no 
other fault than that of modestly standing up for preserv¬ 
ing some poor remainder in the constitution of Church and 

^ In the British Museum. See Preface. 

“ This letter, which is a reply to the last one from Lady Betty Ger¬ 
main {sHpra^ p. 387), closed the correspondence between her and 
Swift. In its composition Swift took the most extraordinary pains, and 
made two drafts, which have both been preserved, and are dated 
respectively 26 and 29 January. 
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State. I had long experience, while I was in the world, of 
the difficulties that great men lay under, m points ot 
promises and employment; but a plain honest English 
farmer, when he invites his neighbours to a christening, it 
a friend happen to come late, will take care to lock up a 
piece for him in the cupboard. Henceforth I shall onty 
grieve in silence, when I hear of employments ^ ispose 
tile discontent of his Grace’s best friends in this kingdom, 
and the rather, because I do not know a more agreeable 
person in conversation, one more easy, or of a better taste, 
with a great variety of knowledge, than the Duke ot 

I am extremely afflicted to hear that your Ladyship s 
want of health hath driven you to the Bath,^ the same 
cause hath hindered me from sooner acknowledging your 
letter." But I am at a time of life to expect hourly a great 
deal worse, for I have neither flesh nor spirit left; while 
you, Madam, I hope and believe, will enjoy many happy 
years, in employing those virtues which Heaven bestowed 
you, for the delight of your friends, the comfort of the dis 
tressed, and the universal esteem of all who are wise or 
virtuous. I desire to present my most humble service to 
my Lady Suffolk, and your happy brother. I am, with the 
truest respect. Madam, your, etc. 


MCLVIII. \_Elwin 7 j, 

Swift to Alexander Pope 

February 9, 

I CANNOT properly call you my best friend, because I have 
not another left who deserves the name, such a havoc have 

^ Judging by letters from Lord Orrery imagination had some part 
in Swift’s inability to carry on correspondence. Writing on 23 Dec¬ 
ember his Lordship says: “The noon was passed with the D^n 
of St. Patrick’s, who grows younger as his years increase. . . . Jrie 
enjoys more health and vivacity this winter than he has felt for some 
years past. Thus you see the prayers of poor Ireland m one instance 
are heard” Again on 18 January he says: “The Dean feasted his 
clergy last week with ladies, music, ineat, and wine; as a musician I 
gained admittance to join chorus with ^Away with Cuzzoni; away 
with Faustina’” (“ Orrery Papers,” i, 183, 192). 
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time, death, exile, and oblivion made.^ Perhaps you would 
have fewer complaints of my ill-health and lowness of 
spirits, if they were not some excuse for my delay of writ¬ 
ing even to you. It is perfectly right what you say of the 
indifference in common friends, whether we are sick or well, 
happy or miserable. The very maid-servants in a family 
have the same notion: I have heard them often say, “Oh, 
I am very sick, if anybody cared for it! ” I am vexed when 
my visitors come with the compliment usual here, “ Mr. 
Dean, I hope you are very well.'' My popularity that you 
mention is wholly confined to the common people, who are 
more constant than those we miscall their betters. I walk 
the streets, and so do my lower friends, from whom, and 
from whom alone, I have a thousand hats and blessings up¬ 
on old scores, which those we call the gentry have forgot. 
But I have not the love, or hardly the civility, of any one 
man in power or station; and I can boast that I neither 
visit or am acquainted with any Lord, temporal or spiritual, 
in the whole kingdom, nor am able to do the least good 
office to the most deserving man, except what I can dispose 
of in my own Cathedral upon a vacancy. What has sunk 
my spirits more than even years and sickness, is, reflecting 
on the most execrable corruptions that run through every 
branch of public management. 

I heartily thank you for those lines translated, singula 
de nobis anni^ etc.^ You have put them into a strong and 
admirable light; but, however, I am so partial, as to be 
more delighted with those which are to do me the greatest 
honour I shall ever receive from posterity, and will out¬ 
weigh the malignity of ten thousand enemies.® I never saw 

^ This letter has been misdated by Elwin 1735 - 6 - L is evidently a 
reply to Pope’s last letter p. 408), and contains a reference 

to the appointment of the Duke of Dorset’s successor, which was 
made early in 1736-7. 

^ These lines were probably quoted by Pope in a passage omitted 
from the printed version of his last letter. They occur in the “ Imitation 
of the Second Epistle of the Second Book of Horace ” addressed to 
Colonel Cotterell, which was registered at Stationers’ Hall on 38 April 
following: 

“Years following years, steal something every day; 

At last they steal us from ourselves away.” 


In addition to the foregoing Pope had no doubt quoted the lines 
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them before, by which it is plain that the letter you sent 
me miscarried. 

I do not doubt that you have choice of new acquaint¬ 
ance, and some of them may be deserving, for youth is 
the season of virtue; corruptions grow with years, and i 
believe the oldest rogue in England is the greatest. You 
have years enough before you to watch whether these 
new acquaintance will keep their virtue when they leave 
you and go into the world; how long will their spirit of 
independency last against the temptations of future Minis¬ 
ters, and future Kings. As to the new Lord Lieutenmit, i 
never knew any of the family; so that I shall not be able to 
get any job done by him for any deserving friend. 


MCLIX. lSheridan:\ 

Swift to John Temple 

Dublin, February, 1736-7- 

Sir,* . . 

The letter which I had the favour to receive from you, 
I read to your cousin Mrs. Dingley, who lodges in my 

on Swift in the “ Imitation of the First Epistle of the Second Book of 
Horace” which was registered on 6 March: 

“ Let Ireland tell, how wit upheld her cause, 

Her trade supported, and supplied her laws; 

And leave on Swift his grateful verse engraved, 

The rights a Court attacked, a poet saved. 

^ William, third Duke of Devonshire. Writing on the 17th of that 
month Orrery says, ^‘The Duke of Dorset is Lord Steward, the Duke 
S Devonshire is om Viceroy. Walter Carey p. 302) only is re¬ 

moved, and the politicians tell us Mr. Edward Walpole [supra, p. 44, 
m 2) is appointed his successor. Thus will this young gentleman be¬ 
come a minister at once. These are the trammels that his wise father 
pTs him into, in order to form him to go here^dter through rougher 
roads and deeper ways” Orrery Papers, 1, 190). 

^ It appears from this letter that Swift presented Temple about that 
time with aportrait of his aunt, Lady Giffard ^upra, vol. ^o, n. 2), 
which had been in his possession. The gift had been made through 
the Temples’ man of business Hatch [supra, p. 254), and was possibly 
due to tL kindness which Temple had shown Mrs. Barber 
p. 391). In her “Life and Correspondence of Martha Lady Gmard 
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neighbourhood.* She was very well pleased to hear of your 
welfare, but a little mortified that you did not mention or 
inquire after her. She is quite sunk with years and un- 
wieldiness, as well as a very scanty support. I sometimes 
make her a small present as my abilities can reach; for I 
do not find her nearest relations consider her in the' least. 
Jervas told me that your aunt’s picture is in Sir Peter 
Lely’s best manner, and the drapery all in the same hand. 
1 shall think myself very well paid for it, if you will be so 
good as to order some mark of your favour to Mrs. Dingley. 
I do not mean a pension, but a small sum to put her for 
once out of debt; and if I live any time, I shall see that 
she keeps herself clear of the world; for she is a woman of 
as much piety and discretion as I have known. 

lam sorry to have been so much a stranger to the state 
family. I know nothing of your lady, or what 
children you have, or any other circumstances; neither do 
I find that Mr. Hatch can inform me in any one point. I 
very much approve of your keeping up your family-house 
at Moor Park. I have heard it is very much changed for 
the better, as well as the gardens. The tree on which I 
carved those words, factura nepotibus umbram, is one of 
those elms that stand in the hollow ground just before the 
house; but I suppose the letters are widened and grown 
shapeless by time. I know nothing more of your brother, 
than that he has an Ii'ish title—I should be sorry to see 
you with such a feather-^ and that some reason or other 
drew us into a correspondence, which was very rough.^" But 
I have forgot what was the quarrel. 

This letter goes by my Lord Castle-Durrow, who is a 
gentleman of very good sense and wit. I suspect, by taking 
his son with him, that he designs to see us no more.^ I 

Miss Longe has reproduced the portrait, which was painted by Sir 
Peter Lely and is now at Broadlaiids, and suggests that it had belonged 
to Stella. ^ 

^ Possibly Mrs. Ridgeway, on succeeding her mother as Swifds 
housekeeper, had moved from Grafton Street {supra^ p. 29, n. 3) to a 
house nearer the Deanery. Miss Longe believes that Swift gave the 
portrait on condition that Temple assisted Rebecca Dingley, but 
this letter tends to negative such a theory. The relationship of Stella's 
friend to the Temples has been already noticed [supra^ vol. i, p. 42, n. r). 
Stipra^ vol. iii, pp. 297-302. 

« It was announced in ‘‘Pue's Occurrences” that Lord Castle- 
Durrow and his son intended to sail for England on the loth. Swift's 
V EE 
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desire to present my most humble service to your lady, 
with hcartv thanks of her remembrance of me. I am, btr. 
Your most humble faithful servant, 

j. Swift, 

MCI.X. [Dmft'l 

Swift to Wilu.\.m Pultknky 

Dublin, March 7. 173^ 7 - 

I miOT be^nn l»y assuring you, that I did never intend 
to enmum you in a settled correspondence with so u.st,U..ss 
m n s am.and still more so. by the daily increase 

('nil'health and old age; and yet I confess that the high 
esteem I preserve for your public and private virtues, urg,eth 
me on to retain some little place in your ^ 

short time I may expect to live. 1 hat I_no sooner ackn nv- 
iedged the honour of your letter • is owing to ycnir civihtj, 
which might have compelled you to write while you wmc 
engaged hi defending the liberties of your coun ry w h 
more'than an old Roman .Hiiirit, whicli hath reached this 
obscure enslaved kingdom, so far, as to have P”, i 

stant subject of discour.se and of praise among the w hoi 
few of what unprostituted people here remain among us. 

I did not receive the letter you mentioned froin hit . 
and yet I have imagined, for some months past, that 
medaiers in the post-offices here and m 
weary of their curiosity, by finding the littie satisfacl«. it 
rrave them.' I agree heartily in your opinion of physH ian^ . 
1 have esteemed many of them as learned ingenious nteii, 
LgTnever received the least benefit from tbeir ai vice or 
orescriDtions, and poor Dr. Arbuthnot was the tmly man 
!,f ffie faculty who seemed to understand * 

not remedy it. But to conquer five 

in their way, was a victory that Alexander ami Latsar touhl 
never pretend to. 1 desire that my prescription of living 

coninieiulation of Lord Castic-Durmw to his uiiclc is anmwim 
Uu/mi, vol. iv, u. 66, n. i). 

' In the hriiish Museum, bee Prefni e. 

' Th^Teindusion of the sentence shows th.rt .Swift tUmislit Pufieney 
had referred to a letter of a later date tlian the one which was in 
teney’s mind. 
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published, which you design to follow, for the 
Deneht of mankind; which, however, I do not value a rush 
nor the animal itself, as it now acts, neither will I ever 
value myself as a Philanthropus, because it is now a creature 
taking a vast inajority, that I hate more than a toad, a viper 

toldT’ ^ ^ please 

anSh^r n^? understand there is 

fasf Stopford was with me 

last night; he is as well provided for, and to his own satis- 
taction as any private clergyman. He engaged me to 
Resent his best respects and acknowledgements to you 
y our modesty, in refusing to take a motto, goes too far. 
l he sentence is not a boast, because it is every man’s duty 
in morality and religion. Indeed we differ here from what 
you have been told of the Duke of Dorset’s having given 
great satisfaction the last time he was with us. I wrote to 
a lady in London, his Grace’s near relation and intimate 
that she would no more continue the office of a go-between’ 
as she called herself, betwixt the Duke and me, because I 
never design to attend him again," and yet I allow him to 
be as agreeable a person in conversation as I have almost 
anywhere met. I sent my letter to that lady under a cover 
addressed to the Duke, and in it I made many complaints 
against some proceedings, which I suppose he hath seen. I 
never made him one request for myself; and if I spoke for 
another, he was always upon his guard, which was but twice 
and for trifles, but failed in both. 

The father of our friend in France may outlive the son; 
for I would venture a wager, that if you pick out twenty of 
the oldest men in England, nineteen of them have been the 
most worthless fellows in the kingdom. You tell me with 
great kindness as well as gravity, that I ought, this spring, 
to make a. trip to England, and your motive is admirable, 
that shifting the scene was of great service to you, and 
therefore it may be so to me. I answer as an academic, neg-o 
conseguentiam\ and besides comparisons are odious. You 
are what the French call plain da ,vie. As you are much 
younger, so I am a dozen years older than my age makes 
me, by infirmities of mind and body; to which I add the 

^ I.e., the Duke of Devonshire {supra, p. 416, n. i). 

“ Supra, p. 413. 
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pcrnctunl dctt-statiuii t.f all public per.suii.s and afniirs in 
both kin't'tUims. I spread the Htnry nl Mr.s, I\Jap() whde it 
was new U> us: tlu-re was sumethuni huinumus m it thrmifrli- 
out that pleased everybtxly here. \\ ill y»u eiiiiaj^e lur yeur 
friend Ciarteret to (oppo'^O •">>' toward arbitrary pt.wer? 
Hehath promised me, under a penalty, that he\vdl uintinuc 
firm, and yet some reports I hear tii him have a little dis- 
eoiieerted'mm Learnitie and good sense he has, to a great 
dem-ee if the love of riches anil power do not overba atice. 

Pray God long continue the gifts He has bestowed you, 
to be chief suiiiiort of lilasrty to your country, ,iiul let all 
the people say, Amen. I am, with the truest respect, anti 
higliesl esteem, Sir, your, etc, 


MCLXI. 

TiU': ICakl of Ouukry to .Swift 

ftiik, Xhmh 15, 1736.7. 

Df.ak Siu,* , , , . „ ^ ., . 

I HKOF.IVKD your cotiimaiids, liy haiilliuer, to wiite to 
you Hut what can I say? ‘flie scene of t ork is ever the 
same: dull, insipttl, ami void of .ill amusement, llis sacred 
Midesty was not under greater diflicnlty to Imd out diver¬ 
sions at HelvoetsUiys, than I am here, the Initchers are 
as tweasy, the (Hiakers as format, ami the 1 resbytenaiis as 
holy and full of the Lord, as usual; all things are 111 shUu 
am>\ even the Iuh-s ami (tigs griuitle in the s.mie . a.leuce 
as of yore. Unfunushe.l with variety, ami dro..pmt; umler 
the natural dulness of the (tlaee, materials lor a letter ,ue 
as hard to be found, as money, smise, hom-.ly, or irutb. 
Hut 1 will write tui; Ogilby, Hlaekmore. ami my Lord 
Griiiistoii, h.ive done tlie. same liefore me, 

Mn tlw British Musciim. Hcc Prcfiu'c 

* OiKST hail mitv just left Otthhll, where he had ■(•enl llievvilUt i 
and wen "null h of Swift, Writins,; iwi. d.iy. hel.ne m t.amn W-mr 
wiiKhi {supra, p. 102, n. i). he says: "A'* ti i , mn.iiay loKhi t 

help fain v'inK yin> •'*«■ i« llif blue room ai the Oe.meiv, and ' d 

minspori iny hodv as easily us 1 fan my ihouKiu*-. t dtotthl 1»' *d thi_ 
ttaity, hut alas! ihy doom is to he Init seldom whrie my wt.ln-s .tie 

(“ Orrery it ... , . .. ,4^ i 

* Thi! wr.iuiigH t)f PtJpt* :um.! Kwift lEid inmir wuiir?* mI John 
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I have not yet been upon the Change, but am told, that 
you are the idol of the court of aldermen. They have sent 
you your freedom. The most learned of them having read 
a most dreadful account, in Littleton^s Dictionary, of Pan¬ 
dora’s gold box,^ it was unanimously agreed, not to venture 
so valuable a present in so dangerous a metal. Had these 
sage counsellors considered, that Pandora was a woman, 
which, perhaps, Mr. Littleton forgets to mention, they 
would have seen, that the ensuing evils arose from the sex, 
and not from the ore. But I shall speak with more cer¬ 
tainty of these affairs, when I have taken my seat among 
the greybeards. 

My letters from England speak of great combustions. 
Absalom continues a rebel to royal David; the Achito- 
phels of the age are numei'ous and high-spirited.^ The 
influence of the comet seems to have strange effects already. 
In Idle mean time, here live we, drones of Cork, wrapped 
up in our own filth, procul a Jove et procul a fulmine. 
Heaven, and all good stars protect you, for let the thunder 
burst where it will, so that you are safe, and unsinged, who 
cares whether Persia submits its government to the re¬ 
nowned Kuli Khan, or that beardless, unexperienced youth, 
the Sufi; at least the Vicar of Bray and I shall certainly 
be contented^ 

Orrery. 

Addressed —To the Revd. Dr. Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s, 

at Dublin. 

Ogilby, ^ Sir Richard Blackmore, and the first Viscount Grimston 
proverbial for the use of words and the want of brains. 

’ ‘‘She was by Jupiter sent with a box to Epimetheus, which he 
receiving and opening, all kind of evils and mischiefs flew out, and 
lilled the earth with diseases and all other calamities ” 

The conflict between George II and his eldest son did not, how¬ 
ever, reach its climax until the birth of the Prince’s eldest child some 
months later. 

® It is possible that Orrery alludes here to the incumbent of a 
popular seaside resort near Dublin, and not to the historic subject of 
the Tudor sovereigns. 
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MCLXII. [Original:] 

TiiK Kaki, (»f OkrivRy to Swift 

Cork, March i 8 , 1736-7. 

Dear Sir, 

This is occ.-isioned by a letter I have received from Mr. 
I’oiJc, of which I .send you a copy in my own hand, m»t 
carinjj to trn.st the original to the accidents of the po-st. I 
likewise send you a part of a fifth volume of Clurll’s thefts, 
in wliich you will find two letter.s to you, one from Mr. 
Pope, the other from l.ord Bolingbroke, just imhlished, 
with an impudent preface by tiurlL’ You .see, tiurll, like 
hi.s friend the Devil, glides through all keyholes, and thrusts 
him.self int<j the mo.st private cabinets. 

I am much concerned to fnul that Mr. Pope is .stilly UU" 
easy about his letters; but, I hope,a letter I .sent him from 
Dublin, which he has not yet received, has removotl all 
anxiety of that kind. In the last di.seour.se 1 had with you 
on this tojnc, you remember you told me he slunild have 
his letters, anti I lost no time in letting him kn(nv_ your 
resolution. God forliid that any more papers belonging U» 
either of yon, especially such jugiers as your familiar letters, 
should fall into the hands <d* knaves and fools, the pro¬ 
fessed enemies of you both in particular, and of all Ittmest 
anti wtrrthy men in general. 

I have .said so mucli on this subject, in the late happy 
houns you alloweti me to pa.s.H with you at the I leunery. 
that there is little occasion for adding more upon it at j»rc- 
.sent; esfjccially as you will find, in Mr. Pope’.s letter to me, 
a strength of argument that seems irresistible. As I have 
tlmughts of going to hlngland in June, you may tiepeutl 
upon a safe carriage of any jrapers you think lit to sentl 
him. I should think my.self particularly fortunate, to de¬ 
liver to him tho.se letters he .seem.s so justly desirous of, I 
entreat you, give me that plea.sure. It will be a haiijiy re¬ 
flection to me in the latest honr.s of my life, which, wlrether 
long or .short, .shall be constantly spent in endeavourisrg to 

' In the British Museum. See I’refiiee. 

’ Su/tra, p. .pS;!. 
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do what may be acceptable to the virtuous and the wise. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very faithful and obliged humble servant, 

Orrery. 

Addressed —To the Revd. Doctor Swift, Dean of St. Pat¬ 
rick's, at the Deanery House, Dublin. 

Enclosure — 

Alexander Pope to the Earl of Orrery 

{March 4, 1736-7*] 

My Lord, 

After having condoled several times with you on your 
own illness, and that of your friends, I now claim some 
share myself; for I have been down with a fever, which 
yet confines me to my chamber. Just before, I wrote a 
letter to the Dean, full of my heart; and, among other 
things, pressed him, which, I must acquaint your Lord- 
ship, I had done twice before, for near a twelvemonth 
past, to secure me against that rascal printer, by return¬ 
ing me my letters, which, if he valued so much, I pro¬ 
mised to send him copies of, merely that the originals 
might not fall into such' ill hands, and thereby a hundred 
particulars be at his mercy, which would expose me to 
the misconstruction of many, the malice of some, and 
the censure, perhaps, of the whole world. A fresh in¬ 
cident made me press this again, which I enclose to show 
you, that you may show him. The man's declaration, 
that he had these two letters of the Dean's from your 
side the water, with several others yet lying by, which I 
cannot doubt the truth of, because I never had a copy of 
either, is surely a just cause for my request. Yet the 
Dean, answering every other point of my letter with the 
utmost expressions of kindness, is silent upon this; and, 
the third time silent. 

I begin to fear he has already lent them out of his 
hands, and in whatever hands, while they are Irish hands, 
allow me, my Lord, to say, they are in dangerous hands. 
Weak admirers are as bad as malicious enemies, and 

^ It appears from a subsequent letter that Pope refers to his letter 
of 30 December, from which no doubt some paragraphs were deleted 
before it was published. 
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operate in these cases alike to an author’s disparagement 
or uneasiness. I think in this I made the Dean so just a 
request, that I beg your Lordship to second it, by show¬ 
ing him what I write. I told him as soon as I found 
myself obliged to publish an edition of letters to my 
great sorrow,^ that I wished to make use of some of these; 
nor did I think any part of my correspondences would 
do me a greater honour, and be really a greater pleasure 
to me, than what might preserve the memory how well 
we loved one another. I find the Dean was not quite of 
the same opinion, or he would not, I think, have denied 
this. I wish some of those sort of people always about a 
great man in wit, as well as about a great man in power, 
have not an eye to some little interest in getting the 
whole of these into their possession, I will venture, how¬ 
ever, to say, they would not add more credit to the Dean’s 
memory, by their management of them, than I by mine, 
and if, as I have a great deal of affection for him, I have 
with it some judgement at least, I presume my conduct 
herein might be better confided in. 

Indeed, this silence is so remarkable, it surprises me: 
I hope in God it is not to be attributed to what he com¬ 
plains of, a want of memory. I would rather suffer from 
any other cause than what would be so unhappy to him. 
My sincere love for this valuable, indeed, incomparable 
man, will accompany him. through life, and pursue his 
memory, were I to live a hundred lives, as many as his 
Works will live, which are absolutely original, unequalled, 
unexampled. His humanity, his charity, his condescen¬ 
sion, his candour, are equal to his wit, and require as 
good and true a taste to be equally valued. When all 
this must die, this last I mean, I would have gladly been 
the recorder of so great a part of it as shines in his letters 
to me, and of which my own are but as so many acknow¬ 
ledgements. But, perhaps, before this reaches your hands, 
my cares may be' over; and Curll, and everybody else, 
may say and lie of me as they will. The Dean, old as he 
is, may have the task to defend me. 


^ Supray p. 409, n. 2. 






MCLXIII. [Copjy.^] 

William Richardson to Swift 

Summerseat, near Coleraine, 

_ March i8, 1736-7. 

Reverend Sir,- 

A SALMON that weighs twenty-seven pounds, the finest 
I took this year, will wait on you next Wednesday morn- 
ing by a carrier paid for leaving it at your house; this is 
the first opportunity of sending any to Dublin this season; 
I mention the weight, these carriers being sometimes cap¬ 
able of changing fish sent by them. Mr. Faulkner has sent 
me the Irish editions of some of Mr. Pope's Works, and of 
the translation of Rollin’s History; if it will be an amuse¬ 
ment to you, and if you choose to read it in the French, I 
will get him to send the original. 

Sir, if your fame as an author, if your Works, which the 
more I study the more admiration and rapture I read them 
with, if your character as a friend made me before I was 
known to you, ambitious of the honour of your company, I 
am, if possible, more so since. At the same time, I have 
not been without my doubts as to the propriety of a man 
of business, whose conversation has been for the most part 
among such, and who pretends but to plain sense, and an 
honest meaning, inviting the greatest genius that perhaps 
a thousand years have produced, cultivated with all the 
helps of art, and that has lived among the great in all 
respects, [to a] place without other ornament than nature 
has bestowed upon it. However the consideration of your 
having condescended to spend some time with persons that 
love you from whose conversation you could receive no 
great entertainment, and my earnest desire to embrace 
the Dean of St Patrick's here, but above all the strong 
persuasion I am under that it will conduce to your health 
determined me to beg that favour of you, and now to 
remind you of your promise. If I did not know that you 
may command what fare is most likely to conduce to your 

^ In the Forster Collection. 

'■* In a note appended to the transcript of this letter it is mentioned 
that the writer {supra^ p. 140) was known to his friends on account 
of the name of his residence as the Duke of Somerset. 
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health, and what else you can expect in the country to 
make you easy, excepting the article of conversation wherein 
it will be my business only to hear, no gratification of my 
own could occasion my entreating your company. I am, 
Reverend Sir, 

Your most obliged and most obedient servant, 

Wm. Richardson. 

I beg you will make my compliments acceptable to Mrs. 
Whiteway, and acquaint her that I say it will be danger¬ 
ous for you to make too free with salmon if you admit it 
to your table. 

Endorsed by Swift—M.zxda. 21, 1736-7; Mr. Richardson 
from the North with a great salmon; to answer. 


MCLXIV. INichols?^ 

Swift to-Gibson 

March 23, 1736-7. 

Mr. Gibson, -n* j 

I desire you will give my hearty thanks to Mr. Richard¬ 
son for the fine present he has made me, and I thank you 
for your care in sending it me in so good a condition. I 
have invited several friends to dine upon it with me to¬ 
morrow, when we will drink his health. He has done every¬ 
thing in the genteelest manner, and I am much obliged to 
him. I am, 

Your friend and servant, 

Jon. Swift. 


MCLXV. lElwin:\ 

Alexander Pope to Swift 

March 23, I 73 ^“ 7 - 

Though you were never to write to me, yet what you de¬ 
sired in your last, that I would write often to 5^ou, would 
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be a very easy task;" for every day I talk with you, and of 
you, in my heart, and I need only set down what that is 
thinking of. The nearer I find myself verging to that period 
of life which is to be labour and sorrow, the more I prop 
myself upon those few supports that are left me. People in 
this state are like props indeed; they cannot stand alone, 
but two or more of them can stand, leaning and bearing 
upon one another. 1 wish you and I might pass this part 
of life together. My only necessary care is at an end. I 
am now my own master too much; my house is too large; 
my gardens furnish too much wood and provision for my 
use. My servants are sensible and tender of me; they 
have intermarried, and are become rather low friends than 
servants, and to all those that I see here with pleasure, they 
take a pleasure in being useful. I conclude this is your 
case too in your domestic life, and I sometimes think of 
your old housekeeper as my nurse, though I tremble at the 
sea, which only divides us. 

As your fears are not so great as mine, and I firmly 
hope your strength still much greater, is it utterly im¬ 
possible it might once more be some pleasure to you to 
see England? My sole motive in proposing France to 
meet in, was the narrowness of the passage by sea from 
hence; the physicians having told me the weakness of my 
breast, etc., is such, as a sea-sickness might endanger my 
life. Though one or two of our friends are gone, since you 
saw your native country, there remain a few more who will 
last so till death, and who I cannot but hope have an 
attractive power to draw you back to a country, which can¬ 
not be quite sunk or enslaved, while such spirits remain. 
And let me tell you, there are a few more of the same 
spirit, who would awaken all your old ideas, and revive 
your hopes of her future recovery and virtue. These look 
up to you with reverence, and would be animated by the 
sight of him, at whose soul they have taken fire, in his 
writings, and derived from thence as much love of their 
species as is consistent with a contempt for the knaves 
in it. 

I could never be weary, except at the eyes, of writing to 
you, but my real reason, and a strong one it is, for doing 

Pope is referring here to Swift’s letter of 2 December; possibly the 
one in February, which had no^ doubt been entrusted to Lord Castle- 
Durrow, had not yet x*eached him. 
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i 0 j,hr |.lwiir t4 iPp’trl 






1737] JONATHAN SWIFT 429 

that opinion, and showed him the article of your letter 
relating to himself. I believe I did wrong; not that you 
care a farthing for Princes or Ministers, but because it was 
vanity in me, to produce your acknowledgements to me for 
providing for people of learning, some of which I had the 
honour to promote at your desire, for which I still think 
myself obliged to you; and I have not heard that since 
they have disturbed the peace of the kingdom, or been 
Jacobites, in disgrace to you and me. 

I desii*e you will make my sincere respects acceptable to 
Mr. Delany. He sent me potted woodcocks in perfection, 
which Lady Granville,^ my wife, and children, have eat, 
though I have not yet answered his letter. My Lady 
Gi'anville, reading your postscript, bids me tell you, that 
she will send you a present; and if she knew what you 
liked, she would do it forthwith. Let me know, and it shall 
be done, that the first of the family may be no longer post¬ 
poned by you to the third place. My wife and Lady 
Woi'sley desire their respects should be mentioned by me 
to you rhetorically; but as I am a plain peer, I shall say 
nothing, but that I am, for ever. Sir, 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

Carteret. 

When people ask me, how I governed Ireland, I say that 
I pleased Dr. Swift Quaesitani mentis sunie superbiani. 


MCLXVII. iNichols:\ 

Swift to John Barber 

Dublin, March 30, 1737. 

Dear Mr. Alderman, 

You will read the character of the bearer, Mr. Lloyd, 
which he is to deliver to you, signed by the magistrates and 
chief inhabitants of Coleraine.® It seems your Society has 
raised the rents of that town, and your lands adjoining, about 

^ His mother {supra^^ p. 46). 

^ In Swift’s time this town, now celebrated for its linen factories, 
distillery, and salmon fishery, was only emerging into notice under 
the fostei'ing care of the Irish Society, to which it owes its chief 
institutions. 
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three years ago, to four times the value of what they formerly 
paid, which is beyond all I have ever heard even among the 
most screwing landlords of this impoverished kingdom, and 
the consequence has already been, that many of your 
tenants in the said town and lands are preparing for their 
removal to the Plantations in America; for the same reasons 
that are driving some thousands of families in the adjoin¬ 
ing northern parts to the same Plantations, I mean the 
oppression by landlords. My dear friend, you are to con¬ 
sider that no society can, or ought in prudence or justice, 
let their lands at so high a rate as a squire who lives upon 

distrain in an houPs warning. 
All bodies corporate must give easy bargains, that they may 
depend upon receiving their rents, and thereby be ready to 
pay all the incident charges to which they are subject 
Thus, Bishops, Deans, and Chapters, as well as other cor- 
porations, seldom or never let their lands even so high as 
at half the value, and when they raise those rents which 
are scandalously low, it is ever by degrees. I have many 
instances of this conduct in my own practice, as well as in 
that of my Chapter. Although my own lands, as Dean, be 
let for four-fifths under their value, I have not raised them 
a sixth part in twenty-three years, and took very moderate 
fines, 

On the other side, I confess there is no reason why an 
Imnourable society should rent their estate for a trifle, and 
therefore I told Mr. Lloyd my opinion, that if you could 
be prevailed on just to double the old rent, and no more, I 
hoped the tenants might be able to live in a tolerable 
manner; for I am as much convinced as I can be of any¬ 
thing human, that this wretched oppressed country must of 
necessity decline every year. If, by a miracle, things should 
mend, you may, in a future renewal, make a moderate in¬ 
crease of rent, but not by such leaps as you are now taking * 
lor you ought to remember the fable of the hen, who laid 
j second day a golden egg, upon which her mistress 
killed her, to get the whole lump at once. I am told that 
one condition in your charter obliges you to plant a colony 
of English in those parts; if that be so, you are too wise to 
make it a colony of Irish beggars. Some ill consequences 
have already happened by your prodigious increase of the 
rent. Many of your old tenants have quitted their houses 
m Loleraine; others are not able to repair their habitations, 
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which are daily going to ruin, and many of those who live 
on your lands in the country, owe great arrears, which they 
will never be in a condition to pay. I would not have said 
thus much in an affair, and about persons to whom I am 
an utter stranger, if I had not been assured, by some whom 
I can trust, of the poor condition those people in and about 
Coleraine have lain under, since that enormous increase of 
their rents. 

The bearer, Mr. Lloyd, whom I never saw till yesterday, 
seems to be a gentleman of great truth and good sense; he 
has no interest in the case, for, although he lives at Coleraine, 
his preferment is some miles farther. He is now going to 
visit his father, who lives near Wrexham, not far from 
Chester, and from thence, at the desire of your tenants in 
and near Coleraine, he is content to go to London, and 
wait on you there with his credentials. If he has misrepre¬ 
sented this matter to me in any one particular, I shall never 
be his advocate again. 

And now, my dear friend, I am forced to tell you, that 
my health is very much decayed, my deafness and giddiness 
are more frequent; spirits I have none left; my memory is 
almost gone. The public corruptions in both kingdoms 
allow me no peace or quiet of mind. I sink every day, and 
am older by twenty years than many others of the same 
age. I hope, and am told, that it is better with you. May 
you live as long as you desire, for I have lost so many old 
friends, without getting any new, that I must keep you as 
a handsel of the former. I am, my long dear friend, with 
great esteem and love. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Jon. Swift. 

When I would write to you, I cannot remember the street 
you live in. 

Addressed —To John Barber, Esq., Alderman of London. 
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MCLXVIII. \_Craiky\ 

Swift to the Earl of Orrery 

March 31, 1737. 

My dear Lord, 

I AM so busy a person in state affairs, that I cannot 
endure to read country letters. I have, indeed, some faint 
remembrance that I received a letter from you about four 
days ago, and another about as many days sooner.^ Con¬ 
found that jade Fortune who did not make me a Lord, 
although it were of Ireland; I should have been above the 
little embranglements into which I put myself; the thing 
was this. A great flood of halfpence from England hath 
rolled in upon us by the politics of the Primate; ^ I railed 
at them to Faulkner, who printed an advertisement naming 
me, and my ill-will towards them; for which he was called 
before the Council, was terribly abused, but not sent to 
prison, only left to the mercy of the common law for pub¬ 
lishing a libel, for so they called his paragraph. I expected 
to have the same honour of attending their Lordships; I 
sent off all my papers, as I have often done; but their Plon- 
ours have not meddled further, and the halfpence must 
pass. I quarrel not at the coin, but at the indignit}/ of not 

^ Supra^ vol. iv, p. 382, n. i. 2 Supra, pp. 420, 422. 

® The following paragraph had appeared shortly before in the Lon¬ 
don newspapers: “Dublin, February 26. We are now assured that 
^/^lOjOoo in halfpence will be coined at his Majesty’s Mint for the use 
of this kingdom and are expected here in a short time ”; and was suc¬ 
ceeded by another saying that two tons of halfpence had arrived in 
Dublin on board a ship called the “ Providence,” from London. 

^ “Yesterday [March 18] the Rev. Dr. Swift, D.S.P.D., sent for a 
great number of the inhabitants of his Liberty upon a report that a 
large quantity of halfpence were imported from England to be passed 
in this city and kingdom, and he told them he had a parcel of English 
halfpence, and as he saw the difficulties we lie under for want of change 
by our own fault, in not having a mint, he gave among them above 
four pounds of those English halfpence for silver, which silver he 
afterward gave to them for gold, and he treated the persons who came 
to him with great generosity by giving them wine, etc. He then told 
them that the halfpence brought over from England would be attended 
with as many inconveniences_ as those of Wood’s, inasmuch as they 
might be as easily counterfeited and imported, and as readily man¬ 
aged to draw away the small quantities of gold and silver among us.” 
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being coined here, and the loss of twelve thousand pounds 
in gold and silver to us, which for aught I know may be 
half our store. ^ 

I am told by others as well as your Lordship, that the 
city 01 Cork hath sent me my silver-box and freedom, but 
I know nothing of it. I am sorry there are not fools enough 
m Coik to keep you out of the spleen. Have you got any 
money from your tenants? Can you lend me a thousand 
pounds? Are you forced to diet and lodge, or, if I visit 
you about two, can you give me a chicken and a pint of 
wme? It was your pride to refuse a hundred pounds that I 
offeied to lend you when I thought you were in want; can 
you now do me the same civility? But I scorn to accept it 
Mrs. Whiteway found sixty pounds in my cabinet, besides 
some few, but very small, bankers^ bills. When I get my 
Cork box I will certainly sell it for not being gold. ... I 
desire^ your aldermen would begin with gold, and if any 
mischief should happen, let them send another eighteen 
times and fifty grains heavier in silver. . . . 

I am daily losing ground, both in health and spirits. I 
am plagued this month with a noise in my head which 
deafens me, and some touches of giddiness—my old dis¬ 
orders. I am fretting at universal public mismanagement. 
. . . My neighbour Prelate,^ who politicly makes his court 
to Sir Robert Walpole by imitating that great Minister in 
every minute pulling up his breeches—this Prelate I say— 
as parsons say “ I say”—harangued my neighbours against 
me under the name of some wicked man about the new 
halfpence, but received no other answers than “ God bless 
the [Drapier].” It is now the last day of March, and I have 
not one scheme to make a hundred fools to-morrow. Mrs. 
Whiteway is just gone down stairs, but I expect her every 
moment up, and that she is gathering materials at the street- 
door gate. I had yesterday a letter from my old friend Lord 
Carteret,who says not a syllable to confirm what we hear 
from England, that Walpole and Mr. Pulteney are become 
friends, and both to be made Lords, which I scarce believe, 
because the first might have been a Duke many years ago, 
if it had been possible to govern the Parliament without 
him. 


^ /.<?., Archbishop Hoadly. 


^ Supra^ p. 428. 




SUPPLEMENTAL LETTERS 


MCLXVIIIa. [Scoif.] 

Swift to the Rev. Thomas Sheridan 

Terse I ow I ane you are wry. 

Am I SAY VAIN A Rabble is,' 

Gaudy o tea rue ry dy you sale you tye in service he: 
Said lynk way more Ass, eat red Eye, add nose sight O. 
Quipp ye knife all or tame Puss East. Tea Mary Tuck Sir: 
Tea may rent Family are ease. Anne lewd is cart is? Veal 
some no in dull jest I? Anne Jo Cuz ty by place eat? Meer 
Rum spare O Freak went her Bib is: Lack Tea compleat: 
Ay’d is, ride ease, Lock were is, do neck fat I gat us ease. 
A wry Debt nay, Rage in a eat may right us tye by? Do 
my Tea here I eggs peckT have I; said may day say pist L 
Usquebach come am? Ass; Force an I buy ass he o buss 
East; Codd mark a Toryes nice Eye ass I dumb mine I 
may hay bent. Said post hose Dairy lick toes add noes 
vain 1 . You buy inn do mow Day can at us bone um Salt 
^em by beam us, sign on Mealy o’r’em fall or no. Satyr 
nigh, dye ease nose ty feast us east. May come air is; Sigh 
mull seek ray to Carmen a Pan game us. Ride end ’um, 
buy, bend^um e’r it come so dayly buss; nigh least carry 
us invite a. 

Sick Dice it Whore ah see us: 

Spare take um Sick way pot you it wag and Team 
Fall e’er he tast a. 

’ The following interpretation of this letter is given by Sir Walter 
Scott 


Tertio Januarii. 

Amice Venerabilis, 

Gaudeo te ruri diu saluti inservisse sed linqne moras, et redi ad 
nos cito. Quippe ni fallor tempus est. Timeret uxor, timerent fami- 
liares. An ludis cards? Vel somno indulges te? Anne jocus tibi placet? 
Merum spero frequenter bibis. Lac te complet Edis, rides, loqueris, 
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Et a lye by: 

Back 'um in Ray mote is Carrmen are you Pye-buss. 
Said; 

For tune a lay to save an egg o show. 

Sate I sope I nor sight ha' shown um; add fine 'em 
proper and 'um East Valiant a Mice I Vestry, eat you in 
Shoe pair vally Ass. 

Ah my Cuz vest are. 

Day can us. 


MCLXVIIIb. \Faulkner:\ 

Swift to the Rev. Thomas Sheridan 
Sir, 

As you are a famous instructor of youth in the learned 
languages, I cannot doubt of your being willing to en¬ 
courage all useful inventions, that may further improve 
knowledge. I have often lamented the unnecessary loss of 
time we suffer in transcribing our thoughts by dividing 
our words into syllables, and writing the vowels at length, 
which so frequently occur, that although they be but five, 
yet by occurring so frequently as they do, they double our 
labour. Besides the great loss of paper, pens, and ink, 
which many among the learned are not so well able to 
spare. 

I confess, that in this polite and learned age of ours, 

donee fatigatus es. Arridet ne regina et maritus tibi? Domi te heri 
expectavi, sed me decepisti. Usque Bacchum amas. Forsan ibi asse 
opus est. Quod mercatores ni scias idem minime habent. Sed post 
hos derelictos ad nos veni; ubi in domo Decanatus bqnum saltern 
bibemus, si non meliorem Falemo. Saturni dies nosti festus est. 
Mecum eris; simul secret© carmina ppgemus. Ridendum, bibendum 
erit cum sodalibus; nil est carius in viti! 

Sic dicit Horatius: 

Spartacum si quae potuit vagantem 

Falleret hasta. 

Et alibi: 

Bacchum in remotis carmina rupibus. 

Sed: 

Fortuna laeto saeva negotio. 

Satis opinor citationum, ad finem properandum est. Valeant amici 
vestri et tu insuper valeas. 

Amicus vester 


DECANUS- 
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many laudable attempts have been made for some remedy 
against this evil, partly by abbreviating words with apos¬ 
trophes ; and partly by lopping the polysyllables, leaving 
only one or two at most; as thus, tis’n’t, ’t’n’t, won’t, can’t, 
poz, ’pon, rep’, phiz, cit, and many more. But alas! these 
are poor expedients, and do not go to the root of the 
disease. 

My scheme is much more useful and extensive, although 
I confess myself not to be altogether the original inventor. 
For I observe, that the ingenious gentlemen, who play at 
White’s Chocolate House, have some imperfect idea of it, 
and I have seen some instances of it, many years older, but 
very imperfect. By these examples I have these nine years 
past been considering the force of letters in our alphabet, 
with relation to each other; as school-mistresses teach yourig 
children to pronounce them in their horn-book, which is in 
this manner. A, Be or Bee, Cee, Dee, E, Ef, Gee, Each or 
Ach, I or Eye, Ka or Key, El, Em, En, O, Pee or Pe, Qu 
or Cue, Are or Err, Ess, Tee or Tea, U or You, Double U 
or Double You, Ex, Wy, Izzard. Now, this I say, the very 
gaming Lords at the Chocolate Houses have already some 
imperfect notion of, as far as concerns the vowels. The 
same thing also men of business are not ignorant of, for 
thus three vowels shall stand, with the sum affixed, for a 
promissory note, I 0 U £20. 

In short you need only read the letters as they are pro¬ 
nounced by boys and girls when they are taught first to 
read, as A, Bee, Cee, and six letters shall go as far as ten. 
This is only for dispatch in writing; of which take the 
following specimens. But I have materials for a treatise 
to contract words in speaking, which, as this findeth en¬ 
couragement, I shall publish afterwards. 


A Letter to your Mistress 

D R L n U r a Bu t. I s tm u a D t. Ur m p r n durr. 
O b ur Bu t n dl s. A t r fa cs ur Bu t U r a jm; a ju 1 ; 
aRub. Icabpqri:Ibchutkro’uri. IcqaR 
m ed. U r et n: U r X 1 n cs r cn. Ur yy. U r a P rs: I 
c a Pr b for u. I o b u. I d sir u r pt. O ap u r. U r x p 
ri ns, u r gn ros t; u r pr sp q t; u r 1 o quns, u r d c n c, cn 
c rit, f a bl it ap r. Ur a q ri os t. Ri tor no bl u r L og. 
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Ur Bu t d fis Apis a P n tr. U c I n tr tn u wl. U c Kt’s 
g Loc.^ 


Another Letter in the Literalia Style 

B T, u r m t; U d sil ur K r ks d li. I c ur a gr r. I m 
ph u. la qq u. Ur nmii a qq u. Q pd d fii u. Ur rr r d f. 
U r a rer mpr s. U t h K t. O g m n i. U a th r. U t h 
B rs. U r r i. I d fi u. I s kp u. I s qq u. I kt qis u. U 
a bu t. U r rc. U r e t. I c u r q. U ap r od os n r d. I c 
dn gr n su. Rm m br ur Idr cs tr Kt o n. I c ur gl o c, etc.^ 


MCLXVIIIc. lSheridan:\ 

Swift to Lady Santry 

Madam;’’ 

My reason for waiting on you, some time ago, was 
grounded on the esteem I always had for you, which con- 

^ Darling you are a beauty. I esteem you a deity. Your empire 
endure. Oh, be your beauty endless! A tear effaces your beauty. You 
are a gem, a jewel, a ruby. I see a bee peck your eye. I beseech you take 
care of your eye. I seek you a remedy. You are eighteen. Your excel¬ 
lencies are seen. You are wise. You are a peeress, I see a peer before 
you. I obey you. I desire your pity. Oh, happy you are 1 Your expe¬ 
rience, your generosity, your perspicuity, your eloquence, your decency, 
sincerity, affability appear. You are a curiosity. Write or ennoble your 
elogy. Your beauty defies, appals, a painter. You see I entertain you 
well. You see Katie’s jealousy. 

^ Beast, you are empty; you’d sell your carcass daily. I see you are a 
jeerer. I impeach you. I accuse you. Your enemies accuse you. Cupid 
defies you. Your ears are deaf. You are a rare empress. You teach 
Katie. 0 Gemini! You a teacher. You teach bears. You are eerie. 
I defy you. I escape you. I excuse you. I can’t quiz you. You a 
beauty. You are arch. You are eighty. I see your cue. You appear 
odious in red. I see danger ensue. Remember your elder sister Kathe¬ 
rine. I see your jealousy. 

^ The husband of the recipient of this letter was the third holder of 
the title, which had been conferred at the time of the Restoration on 
Sir James Barry, one of the most distinguished lawyers of Ireland in 
the seventeenth century, who was appointed by Charles II Chief 
Justice of that country. Owing to his Whiggism, to which there has 
been already reference {supra^ vol. i, p. 294, n. 2), and habits of self- 
indulgence, Lord Santry did not enjoy S wift’s friendship, but his wife 
had claims on Swift as a first cousin of his old friend William Domvile 
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tiiuied Mill the same, atthtiu’^h I had tin- h-ast m- 

quaiiUunce witlii your utir vvu^ ut ult to 

cultivate it,lj€c:au>»o I itai out at all ajiprMVo nnaluit. 
In twu or three days after I '.aw yntt at Kir foinia»tii 
Domvilc’H house all my aetiuaintarn'C told we how hill tlie 
town was ol the visit I ha»i watle you, and ot the tniel 
treatment you reeeiwd Irom me, with relation to y«tiit mui. 

I will not kilieve your Ladyshiti was so weak an to njtrrad 
this complaint yo'ursel), but i lay it wholly to thte.r two 
youu|» wuiurri wlui werr tluui iu '*«aiur I 

ts vkilim. liul, if yuu urrr rrally dis% MUlriilrii, atal lluatgttt 
tn [luli-lish yiHu* di'srMUtf'Ut iu wi4il*** I uui"4 riil 

i^ff at It’ant uiiur4enl!iH ihr lrirfir!-‘4iij^ I hm\ t«u’ aiiif 
ymt iu i\u* hcfil iif Iri’^4i lil!r‘s, at mI 

thuir hU'KbuiulH, with liiivr lhr> wiU|,fhlMl a Iraihrr, 

■m tlu* vuhiu ni‘ a |ife!ht>liE I iuuifjurd^ ViUJ had mmi\ 
liH tii uufku’Htaiuii that all I ifilc:’iiilrii liiitlir ^rHit.r 

iKilti nf yuu auii yuur *«uu I havr tillrri kinukr^ii rtiurli 
Hevt^rcly lu ih' tiHtrli lughi'f qtiahly than yrau- 

val |i. t4^j aial m a mriiibri i4 hi% 

Winkrt/* ti, hrMilrn ^ hmtm Ui mlm k tin mm «mml t^r 

ul ilit i'aiifb" ir 4.li a. i|. 

*' In baiUryS air nniuiinhrtrtl ¥tr ria^ r* 

Amt hn^hr imn liri U^r, 

licjr tmaulrumi ryr-V yinnUiitilr f*i.y 

thr nmrrH ami rmnkir** ilm lUy : 

Had rlrarwi likr adMinirit dm hicy|ma« 

Thft ymuig t)i tavmi^ had ma ^alrly '•jwi, 

Thrir ttn\t tmd nVr ihr ^aiu|iirrnt% hratl |iri*vallrd* 

Ami Imr ryrn trimn|dii?d whrit» hn mm% had faikd,** 

It ifi mn fcertain when £hrt lru«r, whnh haa InihriUii dasrd 4 ? 

a tanitfEturt*'* wuti wiiiirn, Inn aa hady S4niiy^% na «rirfi«*4 

t(i in ii as in pmsrssiim «t dir Ullr,it itnisi havr lirrn afun 

hnshamlV* drnth, whnh wrmrrd mi jy jamiaty* t?i4 1 H appeal® 
IVtiiit shr nnttenri dmi ^iwiu had rndravmiml ii* ^irm a wd«l 
td lifr un dm pan nf thr ymmg man wimh iwmiiaird a trw yr4i*? 
in a umvitUnn hu* nmnlrr hy hw prw, ami tnilmripirni liatndnp^'ni 
iVnm \m nativr land, Ahri hn dradi dm snir lirMtnr rsima, .md 
thr lUiiiys* pniprrty passrd in lady Hanii|: s Imidiri, Sii 1 winptfnt 
lhiinvdr,'whn mrntmnrd hy Kwtd m this Imn Is has 
duu dir pardnn whkh was i^mnted tn hts nrphrw was dnr sna 
frtnii Idm m itrprivr Hnhlm nl ds wain supply, whn h ihrn »mm li«ms 
thf nrighhanrhomi nl \m %mx at dVtnplrt%n^^» ihrsiairiiiriis irais im 
trmiilian,and dir puuhm wai inmr piuhahiy a irsnlinf a m iWinimivda 
tkm tn nmiry by thr prrrs* and a imivrisal 1 mnmnnalmn f«f slm 
inaidi fotn width was iirtl hy Un liriumm^ ^ «ndm 1 datnif ihr u^kl 
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and in a kingdom where to be a Lord is of importance, and I 
have received hearty thanks, as well as found amendment. 
One thing I shall observe, upon your account, which is, 
never to throw away any more advice upon any Irish 
Lord, or his mother; because I thought you would be one 
of the last to deceive me. 

I called four times at the house where you lodge, and you 
were always denied, by which, I suppose, you would have 
me think you are angry; whereas I am the person who 
ought to complain, because all I had said to you pro¬ 
ceeded from friendship, and a desire of reforming your son. 
But that desire is now utterly at an end. 


MCLXVIIIl). [Sheridan:] 

Swift to Charles Wogan 

, [1736.] 

Honoured SiiC 

I think you are the only person alive who can justly 
charge me with ingratitude; because, although I was utterly 
unknown to you, and become an obscure exile in a most 
obscure and enslaved country, you were at the pains to find 
me out, and send me your very agreeable writings, with 
which I have often entertained some very ingenious friends, 
a.s well as my.self; I mean not only your poetry, in Latin 
and English, but your poetical history in prose of your own 
life and actions, inscribed to me,'' which I often wished it 
were safe to print here, or in England, under the madness 
of universal party now reigning; I mean particularly in this 
kingdom, to which I would prefer living among the Hotten¬ 
tots, if it were in my power. 

I have been often told, that you have a brother, and 
some near relations in this country, and have oftener em- 

‘ This letter would appear to be a belated acknowledgement of the 
one Wogan had sent Swift three years before {supra, vol. iv, p. 390). 
From the reference in the second paragraph it is probable that it was 
written in the spring of 1736, about the time that the Legion Club 
was published. „ , ,. ,, 

'■* The poetry and history which Wogan sent to Swift, and which 
have never been printed, are in the possession of the Most Rev. Thomas 
O’Dea, Bishop of Galway and Kilmacduagh. 
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ployed my friends in vain to learn when any of them came 
to this town. But, I suppose on account of their religion, 
they are so prudent as to live in privacy; although the 
Court has thought it better in point of politics—and, to 
keep the goodwill of Cardinal Fleury,^ has thought it 
proper—to make the Catholics here much more easy than 
their ill willers, of no religion, approve of in their hearts; 
and I can assure you, that those wretches here, who call 
themselves a Parliament, abhor the clergy of our Church, 
more than those of yours, and have made a universal 
association to defraud us of our undoubted dues. 

I have farther thanks to give you for your generous 
present of excellent Spanish wine, whereof I have been so 
choice, that my butler tells me there are still some bottles 
left I did very often ask some merchants here, who trade 
with Spain, whether this country could not afford some¬ 
thing that might be acceptable in Spain, but could not get 
any satisfaction. The price, I am sure, would be but a 
trifle. And I am told by one of them, that he heard you 
were informed of my desire; to which you answered in a 
disinterested manner, that you only desired my Works. It 
is true, indeed, that a printer here, about a year ago, did 
collect all that was printed in London which passed for 
mine, as well as several single papers in verse and prose, 
that he could get from my friends, and desired my leave 
to publish them in four volumes. He reasoned, that printers 
here had no property in their copies; that mine would fall 
into worse hands; that he would submit to me and my 
friends what to publish or omit. On the whole, I would 
not concern myself, and so they have appeared abroad, as 
you will see them in those I make bold to send you. 

I must now return to mention wine. The last season for 
it was very bad in France, upon which our merchants have 
raised the price twenty per cent already, and the present 
weather is not likely to mend it. Upon this, I have told 
some merchants my opinion, or perhaps my fancy; that when 
the warmth of summer happens to fail in the several wine 
countries, Spain and Portugal wines, and those of the 
South of Italy, will be at least as ripe as those of France 
in a good year. If there be any truth in this conceit, I 
would desire our merchants to deal this year in those 


^ Then Prime Minister of France. 
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warmer climates; because I hear that in Spain French 
vines are often planted, and the wine is more mellow; 
although, perhaps, the natural Spanish grape may fail, for 
want of its usual share of sun. In this point, I would have 
your opinion; wherein if you agree, I will direct Mr. Hall, 
an honest Catholic merchant here, who deals in Spanish 
wine, to bring me over as large a cargo as I can afford, of 
wines as like French claret as he can get; for my disorders, 
with the help of years, make wine absolutely necessary to 
support me. And if you were not a person of too consider¬ 
able a rank, and now become half a Spaniard, I would try 
to make you descend so low as to order some merchants 
there to consign to some of ours, directed to me, some good 
quantity of wine that you approve of; such as our claret- 
drinkers here will be content with; for, when I give them a 
pale wine, called by Mr. Hall cassalia, they say, it will do 
for one glass, and then, to speak in their language, call for 
honest claret. 
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IvIRS, BARinUVS CANVASS FOR SUBSCRIBERS 

following letter, which is in the possession of the Duke of 
X Portlatid {su^ra^ voL ii, p. i6o, n. 2), was addressed by Mrs. Bar¬ 
ber to the Earl of Oxford, and is given as an example of the means 
by which at that time a l)ashfur' authoress obtained circulation 
for her works. With the exception of the Duchess of St. Albans, 
who was no doubt the widow of the first Duke and the last of the 
de Veres, the persons mentioned by Mrs. Barber have been 
already more than once noticed. 

Mrs. Newdegate’s in Thrift Street, 
Soho,/«?z^r 9, 1731. 

Sir Clkmknt Cottkisi.l told me your Lordship did me the 
honour to entiuire for me, and as I am soon to leave London 
I am told I ought before I go to pay my duty to Lord Oxford’s 
family, which 1 should be proud to do, but that I dread being 
thought troublesome, yet I cannot avoid acquainting your Lord- 
ship tliat the Ducliess of St. Albans, to whom I had the honour 
to be recommended by Miss Kelly, asked me if I had any 
Other letters. 1 said I had to Lady Oxford. Her Grace then 
desired to know if that family interested themselves for me. I was 
in some confusion what to say, and only answered that I hadbeeii 
received there with great goodness. 1 he Duchess took some of 
my rceeiiJts, and aa.sured me I might depend upon their using 
their interest tor me, and as I am to send a list of those who have 
subscribed 1 presume to acquaint your Lordship that the Dean 
has desired iRirdand iRuly Oxford. Lady Margaret, and Mr. Harley 
and his son may be told of his request, I should be honoured 

with their names. o,, t 

The goodness with which your Lordship condescended to say 1 
might expect the favour of your family gave me hopes that I 
should have been honoured with their protection, which would 
have greatly supported my spirits that are often ready to sink 
under the alTair I am engaged m. I flattered 
known humanity and love of arts that ^ woman, g j 

from her friends, and her country, who was recommended by one 
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Consider the matter well and you will find that you cannot upon 
this occasion perform a more generous, more honourable, or a 
■wiser action j the present age will thank you, and posterity wi 

some distance from you and find that my name hath 
been basely fixed to some wretched papers, but this is the sincere 
and plain advice of your old friend, Drapier. 

I have writ to Sir William Fownes not to refuse the honour, 
■which I hope his fellow citizens may do him on this occasion. 


appendix III 

A FICTITIOUS LETTER FROM SHERIDAN 

Deane Swift, by whom this letter was first 
wa? fictitious’Jd for Swiftis ““ 

Sheridan’s mind was I”* ■t^p.-t^ster School, and 

second son, Swift’s -^2 ^jth him to England, but 

as will be seen, contemplated S ^ ^ds friend Carte 

he afterwards sent him there under the care ot ms 

{infra^ p. 462). 

^ ^ June 34, 1732. 

MabaMj ^ ^ grave tophicks, lest I should 

I WILL not trouble you with y g ^ far^iliar and jocosiop 
discurmode you; but rather wr ^ Tattle’s, 

■way. You must know then, 4 

and Mrs. Rattle cam • „(. about the best musicioners m 

which they fell “^o a nargunen^abou 

town. At last. Rattle tdd > They were going to defer 

difrence between ^song that, when people disputed, it was 

the matter to me, wouldhave thought they 

my way always to s^jid m • ^hem so of out¬ 

wore both intosticated i^_-^Tattle as being a very umbersome 
Tageousness. Howev^. was J dispute- 

woman, yielded to Ka ^ honour me sometimes with your com- 

Tent. I wonder yo^do no^JXement, my garden which - 

nany. If I uayss^f o® “ , ^ jyly Tommy would be glad to 

Inetuval look, England, and so would I; for I am 

^®o?wd the^T^er of London before I return. We intend 
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to go to Norfolk or Suffolk, to see a clergyman, a near cousin of 
ours. They say that he is an admiral good man, and. very hospital 
in his own house. I am determ’d, when this vege is over, never 
to set my foot in a stage-coach again; for the jolting of it has put 
my blood into such a firmament, that I have been in an ego ever 
since, and have lost my nappetite to such a degree that I have not 
eaten a mansion of bread put all together these six weeks past. 
They allow me to eat nothing at night but blanchius^ manshius, 
which has made a perfect notomy of me; and my spirits are so 
extorted, that I am in a perfect liturgy; for which I am resolved 
to take some rubrick, although the doctors advise me to drink 
burgomy. And what do you think, when I went to my cellar for a 
flask, I found that my servants had imbellished it all; for which 
I am resolved to give them some hippocockeny to bring it up 
again. I fear that I have been too turbulent in this long and 
tedious crawl; which I hope you will excuse from. 

Your very humble servant, 

Mary Howe. 

To Mrs. Susanna Neville. 


APPENDIX IV 

PICKLE HEKRING^S DEFENCE OF BETTESWORTH 

This letter is said by Deane Swift to have been addressed to 
George Faulkner, but to have been designed for the entertainment 
of Swift, by whom it was endorsed “ an excellent droll paper.” 
The sobriquet used by the writer perhaps finds to-day its best 
equivalent in the term merry-andrew. It was first applied early in 
the seventeenth century as the name of a humorous character in 
a German play, and was afterwards adopted by the Dutch, whose 
use of it has been made famous by Addison in the “ Spectator.” 

Cork,24, 1734. 

Sirrah, 

Are not you the rascal, that makes so free with my family? 
Had you once recollected that, graceless and despised as he is, 
that same Serjeant Kite was my brother, and, however marred in 
the making, was born to be as great a man as myself; had you 
thought with what vengeance a man in my high station can 
espouse anyone’s quarrel, and especially that of a sinking brother, 
durst you presume to run these lengths? Mark what I am going 
to say; bitter is the sorrow, hot, sour and cutting is the sauce you 
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are to taste after your merry conceits on my poor brother, and 
wluit mortal can exiiect better, that meddles with the very worst 
of the family of the Pickles? Recollect at last and tremble! whom 
hast tluiu offended and stirred up to wrath, thou little pitiful 
Hwatl? More would I say to thee, but that I take thee right, I look 
upon thee only as the foul pipe through which the filth and nasti¬ 
ness of the whole nation is sejuirted in the teeth of my unfortunate 
brother, tlm unlucky graceless dog, that has brought all this on 
bimsuir, hut alas! my brother. ^ 

Hut however provoked, are your scribbling spitfires never to be 
sati-sfied? One should think, that by this time, if the poor soul had 
not enough, they certainly had. Is it not sufficient for them to see 
a man of learning and law, a man of singular inimitable eloc^ence, 
a man of uniiaralleled graceful action, a man f "l 

conceivahle truth, justice and sincerity, exemplary religion, shict 
virtue, nice honour, and sterling worth in 8?“^ Pfl?n'ow 
out? I say, is it not sufficient to see a luminary like this now 
“i-B but a»on te. f»t m a gddi, 

“.fwbit™™t of all fo, him, no lo^. “ 

and shame he wriggles along y_ ^ 

bar, he lately got thrust into h , gee him, all 

?iL;ro7dSBo°?”o%“» 

tornoysl I wonder not ^ pop on a client; but 

good countenance ^hole comfort is, that for half 

consuming him; jn whic .g^^ee could never upbraid him, 

a .score years at least, his • Is it not sufficient to see 

ohl the comfort of an easy “nscie • ^ common butt of 

him at Ballyspellan, sufgcientf that after what has been 

gibe, wink, ^5/^t ?e Sws not how to show his face 

» Sitjtrat p. 202. 
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with this winter? Is it not sufficient, that, as his case stands, it is 
the Serjeant against all the world, and all the world against the 
Serjeant? Wretched case, when a creature has not even the cheap 
relief of common pityl And is not all this sufficient? No, the 
virulent crew tell me, that as long as the terrible tumour in his 
breast continues hard, the caustic and corrosives must be applied, 
and that none, but injudicious quacks, would talk of emollients 
and lenitives, until some at least of the corrupt and fetid matter 
is discharged. In short, they tell me, that as long as the cause 
remains, and the world likes the operations, the cure must go on 
the same way! iWell, go on, ye scoundrels, go on, and make him 
as wretched and contemptible as you can, and when you have 
done your worst, I will make a provision for him that shall 
alarm you allj shall make some burst with envy, and others to 
look on him with a merry face, whom they so long beheld with 
hatred and derision. 

To keep neither him, nor the world longer in suspense, know 
ye, that I will take him home to myself, and after a little of my 
tutoring, not a turn in his intellects, expression, or action, which 
now are the subject of satire, that shall not soon become matter of 
high panegyric, 0 ye dogs you 1 I will set him over all your heads. 
I will advance him to a place of performance, which he was born 
for, and which, however he thought of it all the while, he was not 
ill bred tq, and there he is sure to meet with the honour and 
applause he might in vain expect on any other stage. 

As for your part, little pert whipper-snapper Faulkner, is it base 
fear, or is it insufferable vanity in you, to talk of correction from 
the hands of my brother? Had you been anything above the sorry 
remnant of a man, you might perhaps come in for the honour of 
a gentle drubbing; but a little rascal, that has already one leg in 
the grave,^ what satisfaction or credit would it be to him to beat 
thee abominably, or even slay thee outright? No, but sirrah, if our 
brother Doctor Anthony,^ were alive-—rot you—in spite of your 
rascally Kevin Bail,^ and your scribbling janissaries, he should set 
up his wheel just before your door, and on his pole, thrust up 
your fundament, he should twirl you about till your brains tumbled 
down into the hollow of your wooden shin bone, and till all the 
bones in your skin rattled and snapped like pipe-stoppers in a 
bladder. Take that from your sworn and mortal enemy, 

Pickle Herring. 

^ A reference to Faulkner’s loss of one leg. 

- He is said by Faulkner to have been a whimsical kind of man who used 
to make humorous harangues to the populace in the streets. Amongst the 
“ Irish Pamphlets” in Trinity College Library, Dublin, there are two broad¬ 
sides entitled respectively, “Dr. Anthony’s New Year’s Gift in praise of 
Breen O’Neal,” and “ Physic rectified for the Beaus by Dr. Anthony!” 

3 Supray p. 120, n. i. 
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APPENDIX V 


advertisements of SWIFT’S WORKS 

The following announcement appears in Dalton’s “Dublin 
Impartial News Letter” of Saturday, November 23, 1734: 

On Wednesday next will be delivered to the Subscribers at the 
House of George Faulkner, Printer and Bookseller, in Essex 
Street and no where else in Dublin, Three Voluines of the 
Writings of the Reverend D. S. D. S. P. D. Beautifully Pnnted in 
Octavo, on a fine Genoa Paper, and neatly Bound. The other 
Volume shall be given out the 6th Day of January next; This 
Delav is owing to^ several new Pieces which came late to our 
HanL, and being willing to give our worthy Subscribers all the 
Satisfaction in our Power, we have inserted them in this Col¬ 
lection without any additional charge to the Subscribem. It is to 
be honed that no Person whatever will take it ill, that they marmot 
Sve ?hesf Works for less than a Guinea Bound, having had 
Hmelv notice to Subscribe thereto. A few Copies are Printed 
r RoyTpapS at Forty Shillings in Sheets, or Two Guineas 

Bound. 

This announcement was subsequently amplified in the fol- 
loS XtSement. which ^ appended to “A Scheme to 
make an Hospital for Incurables ; 

Dublin, January 19, 1734 ' 5 - 

The Writings of th^ SfintoleMume^; rn'mlS S 

iished six Years ag ^ his Friends. Neither is it easy to 

those of some 

distinguish the A Volumes, there are several Treatises 

But, were first published in this Kingdom, 

relating ^fonTahed in L Brqpier’s Zellers. 

many of which are n several Persons of Quality and 

Dil“»!Th« 

should be so conveniently as in Ireland, 

„h“ »n V'”" 

pubUsh,_ NotSs, that the Undertaker, George 

rlfZ ^ W, is now printing, b, Subsenp- 

ft alT’thrWoks that are generally allowed to have been 

tiOUj G G 
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written by the said Dr. S. in four Volumes, which are now in the 
Press, at lyr. and 4^. in Sheets, beautifully printed on a fine Paper 
in Odavo^ and shall be delivered to the Subscribers by the 25th of 
March next; Eight English Shillings to be paid at the Time of 
subscribing, and the Remainder at the Delivery of a compleat 
Set. Whoever subscribes for six Copies, shall have a Seventh 

The first volume shall contain the Prose Part of the Author’s 
Miscellanies, printed many Years ago in London and Dublin-, 
together with several other Treatises since published in small 
Papers, or in the three Volumes set out and signed Jonathan 
Swift and Alexander Pope. 

The second Volume shall contain the Author’s poetical Works, 
all joined together; with many original Poems, that have hitherto 
only gone about in Manuscript. 

The third Volume shall contain the Travels of Capt. Lemuel 
Gulliver, in four Parts, wherein many Alterations made by the 
London Printers will be set right, and several Omissions inserted. 
Which Alterations and Omissions were without the Author s 
Knowledge, and much to his Displeasure, as we have learned 
from an intimate Friend of the Author’s, who in his own Copy, 
transcribed in blank Paper, the several Paragraphs omitted, and 
settled the Alterations and Changes according to the original copy. 

The last Volume shall contain the Author’s Letters, written 
under the name of M. B. Drapier, with two additional Ones 
never printed before; and likewise several Papers relating to 
Ireland, acknowledged to be of the same Author. 

In this Edition, the gross Errors committed by the Printers, 
both here and in London, shall be faithfully corrected; the true 
Original, in the Author’s own Hand having been communicated 
to us by a Friend in whom the Author much confided, and who 
had Leave to correct his own printed Copies from the Author’s 
most finished Manuscript, where several changes were made, not 
only in the Style, but in other material Circumstances. 

N.B. A compleat Edition of the Author’s Works can never 
be printed in England, because some of them were published 
without his Knowledge or Liking, and consequently belong to 
different Proprietors; and likewise, because as they now stand, 
they are mingled with those of other Gentlemen his Friends. 

The Author’s Effigies, curiously engraven by Mr. Vertue, shall 
be prefixed to each Volume. There will also be several other 
Cuts, proper to the Work. 

Subscriptions will be taken till the Middle of February, and no 
longer. 

N.B. After the Subscribers are served, no other Person shall 
have the Works for less than a Guinea. 
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Three months later the edition was found to be circulating 
more freely than was wished, and an appeal for help in detecting 
the circulators was inserted in the ^‘Dublin Gazette” of April 

1735: 

Several Setts of the Writings of J. S,, DD, D.S.P.D. both in 
3 vo and i2mo having been Stolen out of the Warehouse and 
Shop of George Faulkner, Printer and Bookseller, in Essex 
Street, and disposed of to some Sellers of Old Books in St. 
Patrick’s Street, and to one John Sheal, a Hawker, and others of 
his Profession, who carry Books in green Aprons, and who have 
sold those Books to Gentlemen at an under Rate; it is therefore 
most humbly desired that all worthy Persons will detect such 
Villains as may by any fraudulent Means have these Books to 
dispose of, there never having been one Sett of them sold to 
any Hawker whatever. 

Many Setts of the said Books being stolen out of my Ware¬ 
house and Shop, I do hereby promise a Reward of three Guineas 
to any Person, who shall discover and convict any one who stole 
the same, and if any Person concerned will discover his or her 
Accomplice, I will endeavour to procure them Pardon and pay 
them the above Reward. 

George Faulkner. 

Dublin^ April II, 1735* 

It is most humbly desired that such Gentlemen as have 
bought the above Books of Hawkers not knowing them to be 
stole, will be so kind as to let me know, and I shall acknowledge 
the Favour in any manner. 

A year later the appearance of volumes five and six was thus 
announced in the “Dublin Gazette” of February 14-17, 1735-6. 

Dublin^ February 5 , 1735 - 6 . 

GEORGE FAULKNER, Printer and Bookseller, in Essex 
Street, Dublin, having met with very great Encouragement from 
the Nobility and Gentry of Great Britain and Ireland for four 
Volumes which he hath lately published of the Writings of the 
Rev. T S. DD, D.S.P.D., proposeth to publish two Volumes more 
of the said Author’s Works consisting of Political Tracis,'zx\A. 
many Pieces both in Verse and Prose never before published. 

I The Books shall be printed on a beautiful Letter and fine 
Genoa Paper in large Octavo with same Size and Manner as the 
four first yolumes, which contained: 
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1. The Author’s Miscellanies in Prose. 

2. His Poetical Works. 

3. The Travels of Captain Lemuel Gulliver, 

4. The Drapier^s Letters^ and other Papers relating to Ireland. 

II. The Price is eight Shillings and eight Pence to Subscribers; 
Four Shillings and four Pence to be paid at the Time of sub¬ 
scribing, and the Remainder on the Delivery of the Books. 

Subscriptions are taken in by the Undertaker, George Faulkner,, 
and by Alderman Bennet in Cork. 

Note, The Books shall not be sold to any but a Subscriber 
for less than half a Guinea. 

NB. The Work is ready for the Press, therefore such Persons 
as are willing to subscribe, are desired to send their Names and 
pay their Subscription Money immediately, or they cannot have 
the Benefit of Subscribers. The Books will infallibly be delivered 
before next Trinity-Term or perhaps sooner. 


APPENDIX VI 

SWIFT AND THE DRYDEN FAMILY 

Swift’s relationship to John Dry den is stated by Deane Swift to 
have been that of a first cousin once removed, but the place of 
his grandmother, Elizabeth Dry den, the wife of the Rev. Thomas 
Swift of Goodrich, through whom he claimed kinship, in the 
tree of the Dry den family, has not yet been ascertained. In a letter 
written some years ago to the Bishop of Ossory, the late Rev. 
William Ball Wright, the author of the “ Ussher Memoirs ” sug¬ 
gested that she might have been a daughter of Nicholas Dry den, 
a younger brother of the poet’s grandfather, Sir Erasmus Dryden, 
who was created a baronet by James I, and that Swift’s relation¬ 
ship to the poet was that of a second cousin once removed- 
This conjecture bears at least an appearance of probability, inas¬ 
much as Nicholas Dryden is known to have bad not only a son 
called Jonathan, but also one called Godwin, the name of Swift’s 
eldest paternal uncle. Nicholas Dryden’s wife, whom he married 
in 1598, was Mary Emyley, and besides the sons mentioned he 
had one called John and a daughter called Susanna. Jonathan is 
presumed to have entered holy orders, and to have been the 
holder of the living of Goodrich during the Commonwealth. His 
familiar name was carried on by his son and grandson, who both 




APPENDIX VIII 


453 

.me clergymen. The former, who was born in 1639, was edu- 
i at Westminster School and Trinity College, Cambridge, of 
lx he became a Fellow. He held sometime the livings of 
desborough, Keighley, and Scrayingham, and was a Canon of 
:: at the^ time of his death in 1702. He was buried in the 
3ter. His son was also beneficed in the York diocese. 


APPENDIX VII 

SHERIDAN’S OPTIMISM 

d-dition to the numerous indications of Sheridan’s optimistic 
Dsition in the Correspondence, a formal admission of it under 
►Avn hand is preserved in the Forster Collection. The entire 
.ixient, except the signature, is in Swift’s handwriting. 

Monday, October 22, 1731. 

r. Sheridan forced to premise and allow that he hath been 
f times deceived in affirming servants and agents to be honest, 
now the one and thirtieth time positively assert that his 
int agent at Quilca, Woolly by name, is the most honest, 
snt and skilful fellow in Ireland; 

Signed, at Dr. Grattan’s house, 

Thomas Sheridan. 

cf^sed by Swift —Dr. Sheridan’s certificate of his being often 
iceived. 


APPENDIX VIII 

SWIFT’S MIDNIGHT MEMORANDUM 

ttie end of his copy of Hawkesworth’s Life of Swift ” 
3ter Collection, No. 579) Lyon has preserved the following 
orandum which Swift wrote under two illegible lines in the 
:C page of a book: 

Dec. 27, 1733. 

?sra.ked at two this morning with the two above lines in my 
, which I had made in my sleep, and I wrote them down 
e dark, lest I should forget them. But as the original words 
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orKlfurJi^ mistaken by a careless 


I walk before no man, a hawk in his fist, 
iVor am I a brilliant, whenever I list. 


appendix IX 

SWIFT AND THE ACHESONS 

been related by 

Sote Ms Gosford, shortly 

ManuscriDts^/\S Preserved in the Egerton 

Manuscripts (201, 91, 92) m the British Museum: 

Gosford when a student at Trinity College in Dublin 

S him“o^l?r^'' f I’atrickI, who would 

2Sa?fr,vS°”! ^be conduct of his studies and expressed 
father>fh^l?-P n Kr“- ^ay that the Dean called at Ms 

JtSnt’s ^abit hnt“? 'k g^^beman came in, not in his 

Dean thnnoKt ’ boots, and some kind of undress which the 

to know hS a H on which he affected not 

a-fterwards when some of the family entering 

'be Dean expressed great surprise, 3 

counir 'be steward’s son or clerk out of the 

rS moreSemivI / gentleman afterwards a 

ittte more attentive to propriety in his external appearance. 

b^^ ^ house in the country beyond 
Qontarf whither Dean Swift often rode to visit her, and as he was 
a great humourist, if he meant to dine there he always insisted 

o" e ;"f.hiT'A"! ' 5 ' rr ““ "* S“ 

une day that he had brought a lobster he inquired at table if anv 

er'v^ -^T the claw^, on wM^a ;Lng 

sSS and X College pertly offered hi! 

^rvice, and the Dep gave him the lobster’s claws to break 

them’^anVhX^'^ with them, the Dean asked how he had broke 
dooT' XwMch Xn'^ by putting them between the hinges of the 
which the Dean flew into a violent passion, and snatched 

north of th'/dSriTinffinWna^ ‘be 
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Up a whip with which he gave the young man some stripes, and he 
was so much displeased that he did not recover his temper the 
whole evening. 

When Dean Swift was at Sir Arthur Acheson's house in the 
country he was indulged in the liberty of following his own 
humour in everything, so that he sometimes would not come 
down to dinner till it was half over. It happened one day that 
Sir Arthur had invited the late Lord Charlemont' and a great deal 
of company to dine with him when he requested the Dean would 
be so obliging as to come down early, and not make the company 
wait. The Dean promised, but dinner was ready before the Dean 
appeai’ed; so that after waiting a little they all sat down, leaving 
a vacant place at table. After some time the Dean entered, and 
\yalking round the table, took his seat. Then addressing himself 
to Lord Charlemont he said, “ My Lord, I have not seen you for 
some years, the last time I saw your Lordship you were in the 
Round House in London.’* This strange salutation before so much 
company very much surprised and disconcerted Lord Charlemont, 
who was a remarkably modest man, which the Dean observing 
immediately added, “ But my Lord, the occasiori of your going 
there did you great honour; you had resented an insult offered to 
your father, and though you caned the person that offered^ it 
within the verge of the Court, Queen Anne was much pleased with 
your conduct, and openly justified and excused the breach of 
privilege.”^ It seems his Lordship was an officer in the Guards 
when the incident alluded to had happened; and though at first 
he had been confined, he had been soon released, and the Queen 
had taken his part, as is above related. 1 his explanation of the 
Dean’s did away with all embarrassment, and Lord Charlemont 
and he renewed their acquaintance, and during the remainder of 
the time they were together they passed it in the most cordial 
friendship, and became exceedingly fond of each other. 


APPENDIX X 


AN IRISH COW-STEALER’S LAST SPEECH 


One Makkin, from the county of Armagh, being convicted and 
condemned for cow-stealing at Cavan, gave public notice the day 


' The father of the first Earl of Charlemont. 

2 In a note it is added that his father, who was not of a strong 
»had been played upon by some person whose behaviour the son had very 
commendably resented.” 
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before his execution, that it would be worth people’s while to 
come ten miles to see him at the gallows, and to hear what he had 
to say, which occasioned a vast resort of people. Upon his mount¬ 
ing the ladder, he turned to each hand, and viewing the gallows, 
said, “Ha! am I come to you at last?” And then turning to the 
people said, “Pray, gentlemen, do not crowd one another, the 
farthest oif shall hear as plain as the nearest.” Then he began, 
“Gentlemen, I have been guilty of every crime except that of 
murder.” Here he was interrupted by a person from the crowd: 
“ Pray, Mr. Makkin, do you know anything of my gray mare? ” 
“Suppose I did,” says he, “will you pay for one mass for my 
soul?” “Iwill by G—d,” says the fellow, “for seven.” “Promise 


me again, said Makkin, which the other did by repeating the 
same words. “Why then,” says he, laughing, “I know nothing at 
all of your mare.” Another advances, “Pray, Mr. Makkin, do you 
know anything of my heifer?” “Yes,” said he. “Pray what is 
become of her?” “I took her to Middleton,” said Makkin. “I 
knocked her on the head, I flayed her, I sold the skin, the beef 
was very good, I sold it at a good rate, and I put the money in my 
pocket.” After this he proceeded, “ Gentlemen, as little as you 
think, I stole half a dozen wethers near the town, and drove 
them through the midst of it.” One from the crowd asked him 
whether any of the Bishop of Kilmore’s sheep was among them. 
“Yes,” said he, “and they were the best mutton I ever handled.” 
Then he turned to the people, “Pray, gentlemen, are any of you 
acquainted with the pretty gentleman that oversees the building 
of our new gaol?” One among them answered, “You mean Mr. 

^ suppose.” “No, no, a prettier fellow than he.” 

Mr. Boyle.” “Ay, ay, Mr. Boyle. Pray present my humble 
seivice to him, and tell him I beg he will give me this night’s 
the last I shall trouble him for.” Then turning to 
the Sheriff he said, “ Mr, Sheriff, will you give me leave to slip 
down and * ♦ * *? » » No, sir,” said he, “ I cannot grant you that 
favour. Well,” said Makkin, “ I am sure of going to heaven, 
lor the pnest gave me absolution yesterday,” upon which he was 
turned off bidding the Sheriff farewell. The criminal’s mother, 
a ou seventy years old, was present when her son was cut down: 
fr, ^ ^ o house, to beg towards a winding sheet 

there contributed as much as was 
vZl occasion. It was delivered to the old woman by a 

her success that a4r 
S goSri“ J°hnny always 
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APPENDIX XI 

A SATIRICAL AND GALLANT LETTER CONTRIBUTED 

BY CURLL 

The reference made by Lady Betty Germain in her letter of Sept¬ 
ember 4, 173s, to the following verses give at least some ground 
for a conjecture that Swift was the author. As will be seen, they 
were sent to Lady Betty’s sister. It would appear that there was an 
idea of Lady Betty’s father acting as ambassador to the Porte, 
and Sir William Trumbull, who had previously held that position, 
is represented as resenting the fair lady being taken to live among 
the Turks. The letter must have been written before 1706 when 
Lady Betty married Sir John Germain, and was probably written 
after July 1704, when Sir William Trumbull lost his first wife. 

Madam, 

That imaginary creature, which your Ladyship is pleased to 
call my Muse, no less than the real charm of my heart, which I 
must not name, is alike unkind to me upon all occasions.^ 

All Apollo’s sisters hate me, from Diana to the Nine that 
inspire us, so that your Ladyship may readily conclude, I am in a 
very fair way either to be a poet or happy. Sir William, that 
Christian hero who cannot endure a Turk, and wishes heartily for 
another Holy War to be at them, humbly presumes to advise my 
Lady Betty not to trust herself among infidels, and to have 
nothing to do out of Christendom. 

In the midst of his concern for his being a gallant knight, he 
flew out into rapture; my bad memory has recovered a few of 
them which I here send your Ladyship: 

Why shou’d the charming Galatea shun 

The bleeding conquests that her eyes have won? 

Oh I stay and give us yet a gentler fate, 

For absence is more cruel than your hate. 

I>ove in those eyes so absolutely reigns, 

We*re slaves by choice, nor wish to quit our chains; 

Vain of our wounds, and proud to be undone, 

We would not from the glorious ruin nin. 

Her charms the limits of an isle disdain, 

And spread a powerful empire o’er the main 
Shall she to barb’rous coasts from hence remove, 

And melt their tyrant hearts with flame of love? 

To punish haughty slaves that proudly dare 
Triumph o’er beauty, and insult the fair, 

Ev’n he, whose nod a thousand beauties wait, 

And wishing, silently expect their fate, 
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At this crisis in Smyth’s fortunes, which occurred in 1724, 
King, who is depicted as Frederick Scheffer, came on the scene, 
and rescued Smyth, who was his uncle, from his rapacious creditors 
by a timely loan of money. As security Smyth mortgaged him his 
office and lodge in the Phcenix Park, but instigated by Mira, as 
King alleges, took steps two years later to free himself from his 
obligations, and involved King in a series of lawsuits which did not 
terminate for twenty years. During the progress of the first suit 
Smyth died, and the conflict was carried on with his executors 
and subsequently with their representatives. In the pages of “The 
Toast ” King attributes the basest motives not only to his chief 
opponents, but also to all their friends, and displays an un¬ 
paralleled ardour in raking up and retailing every scurrilous story 
about them. In order to obviate the necessity of omitting any 
detail the idea was formed of issuing the poems as though trans¬ 
lated from a Latin original, and of using the supposed first version 
in the notes to amplify the allusions in the text. Amongst those 
held up to reprobation are Swift’s quondam friends, Captain John 
Pratt, who, after his financial failure, occupied himself in exploit¬ 
ing coal and manufacturing glass in Ireland,^ Bishop Hort, and 
Lady Allen, who is called Mira’s imp, and is represented as more 
clever than virtuous. As one of Smyth’s executors, the architect 
of the Irish Houses of Parliament, Sir Edward Lovet Pearce, is 
also introduced, and is charged with every wickedness that malig¬ 
nity could invent. ITe is said to have stolen the design of his 
masterpiece from another architect called Cassel, who designed 
many of the great Irish mansions of that day, and to have betrayed 
the confidence of his friend Lord Allen, who had given him a 
house in his demesne at Stillorgan, where a lofty obelisk still 


bears witness to his skill. 

By the author of the article already cited the suggestion is 
made that the poem is “a joint-stock brochure,and that it owes 
to Swift “ satiric touches.” In my opinion Swift s contributions 
towards it, if any, were very slight. In the earliest edition, which 
contained only the first two books, and was published in 
there is no mention of him, much less any indication that King 
enjoyed his acquaintance, and it seems probable that their per¬ 
sonal knowledge of each other began in the winter of i 734 > when 
legal necessities appear to have obliged King to intake a long stay 
in Dublin, extending into the following summer. It was no doub 


^ King says that when in his glory Pratt was “.a senator ^ith^ut spee^ 
captain without courage, a doctor without learmng, an 

& 7 , a Usurer wittout money, a constable “‘f > 

without a wife,” and that after his bankruptcy ‘ he had a cotheiy wimout 
coals and a glass-house without fires,” and was ‘ moreover a solicitor without 
law, a farmer without land, and an evidence without truth. 
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the appointment of Captain Pratt, who owed as well as Smyth his 
place to Ormond, and is contained in the lines: 

As the heroes and gods, he was honest and brave, 

Yet alas I he preferred both the coward and knave. 

to which a note adds that “the Duke of Ormond had many 
great and good qualities, yet by a strange fatality the most worth¬ 
less fellows of the age in which he flourished were enriched by 
his favour.” 


APPENDIX XIII 

SHERIDAN TO MRS. WHITEWAY 
Dear Madam, 

I THANK my dear friend the Dean and you for your kind warn¬ 
ing against a cold, which, I thank God, is not among us, as I told 
you in my last. Whisky, of which I take half a pint in the twenty- 
four hours, with an agreeable mixture of garlic, bitter orange, 
gentian-root, snake-root, wormwood, etc., hath preserved me from 
tire asthma for three weeks past to any violent degree. I am happy 
when my gaspings are no quicker than those of a very quick 
walker. So much for myself. Now for your jewel of a son. I 
never met with any boy of his age of such thorough good sense, 
and so great a thirst for improving himself. I thank God, he is as 
you and I could wish. The Dean will have pleasure to examine 
him. Adieu. 

Addressed-~To Mrs. Alba Via. 
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DICK BETTESWORTITS LOVE SONG* 

Mi de armis molli, 

Ure mel an colli; 

It is a folli, 

Fori alo ver 
Aram lingat Do ver, 

Ure Die mecum 0 ver. 

' In the Forster Collection, No. 531. 
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am in for your absence; for as you are in another world I look 
upon our separation to be a kind of death while it lasts. But this, 

I hope, will be of a short duration, otherwise I shall die of going 
to bed at eleven for a want of a little-hour companion. I wish 
with all my soul, as well as I love my country, that I were 
settled somewhere near you and London, To speak the truth I 
would rather be a flea-catcher to a dog in England, than a Privy- 
Councillor here. . . , Pray let Thuanus give way to his betters 
and finish your own history first. I know the plague of index 
making^ too well not to pity the immense drudgery you must 
undergo, except you can find three or four cheerful friends in an 
evening, and as many flasks of burgundy. Mrs. McGwyre has 
locked up your favourite part of the cellar, and declares solemnly 
that neither my master nor I shall taste a drop before you come 
for Ireland. The lady is obstinate, and the liquor is in danger of 
being killed by the frost, so that to save twelve dozen of lives I 
should think it highly convenient that you should come and keep 
your Christmas with us. But there is yet a more necessary motive 
for your coming. The Dean of St. Patrick’s has taken such a 
liking to her that I fear he will out-rival you. He makes her 
frequent visits, and has engaged her and company to dine with 
him on Thursday, his birthday. I shall out of my great regard to 
you watch their proceedings, and you shall know particularly the 
progress of their friendship that you may be over time enough to 
defeat your rival” 

But during the day Carte displayed indefatigable industry, 
working from early morn until evening, and such a practice 
Sheridan detested. “Laziness has ever been an epidemic distemper 
among us,” he writes in his third letter; “I wish you had a few 
grains of it in your constitution for the sake of your friends. I fear 
you will hurt your health by your too intense application. It was 
unreasonable to put that dry laborious task of an index upon you, 
I hope the trouble which you had of cutting and pasting it, will 
cure you of the like undertaking hereafter. Poor Mrs. McGwyre 
is in a very ill state of health. We meet and condole together 
sometimes, and remember you kindly without a bottle; for alas! 
your London cold which came over with the packets has reduced 
us all to gruels, caudles, and slops only fit to punish heretics. . . . 
The Dean gives you his very humble service and longs to see you 
again, but he says he would not give a farthing for you except you 
come dcgagi. The burgundy is still safe, and I will do my best to 
recover, that we may have the pleasure of a little-hour once 
again.” 


^ Carte made the index as well as wrote the introduction to Buckley s 
edition of **Thuanus” {supra^ vol. iv, p, 112). 



